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   Dedication


To my parents, Marge and Joe—


It all began with the flowers on Windy Ridge.
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Introduction


Glacier is part of Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park. Waterton Lakes National Park is a national park in Alberta, Canada, just across the border from Glacier. In 1932, the two parks became the world's first international park, a symbol of the peace and friendship between the United States and Canada. The international park also celebrates a shared ecosystem where everything in nature—plants, animals, and their environment—is connected.
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Canoers on Lake McDonald


Glacier National Park covers more than one million acres—an area bigger than the state of Rhode Island! The Rocky Mountains wind their way along the entire length of the park. The west and east sides of Glacier are like two different worlds. They have different weather and scenery.


The west side of the park gets more rain, so forests grow thicker and trees grow taller. You can even walk in a rainforest-like setting among 500-year-old trees.
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Mountain Goat Kid


The east side of Glacier is drier. It receives more wind and sun so the forests are more open. It's where prairies meet mountains.


Several roads take you into different parts of the park, but Going-to-the-Sun Road is the only one that crosses the entire park. As you travel this road up into the mountains, you'll notice that temperatures become cooler. The winter season in the high mountains lasts for more than half the year. Flowers here bloom later than those growing at lower elevations.


Along the drive, you'll see vast forests of evergreen trees. Watch for places where recent fires burned and where the trunks of dead trees cast a silvery-gray color on the slopes. Look beneath those dead trees for new trees and plants. And notice the long, light-green strips that look like ski runs coming down the mountainsides. The "runs" are avalanche chutes. They mark places where snows swooshed through the dark green forests, knocking down big trees in their paths.
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Beargrass


While you're here, don't forget to look at the night sky. Glacier National Park is a famous place for stargazing. Look for the Milky Way, constellations, or meteors streaking across the darkness.


What I Saw in Glacier can't possibly cover everything you'll see-that would take many, many volumes. But use this book as a guide while you explore the park by car, free shutde bus, and foot. See how many items you can check off.


Welcome to Glacier!




	*Tips for spotting wildlife: Look for movement. Many animals blend in with their environment, making them hard to see.


	*If you notice movement, look again. You might have spotted an animal turning its head, flicking an ear, or dashing by.


	*And look for colors and shapes that seem out of place. A small white speck on a mountain might be a mountain goat.
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