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< Dedication
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EMILY-JANE CLARK

For my sister, Laura. I’m sorry I put curry powder in your school bag.
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[image: A generic silhouette of a person within a circular frame, often used as a placeholder for a profile picture.]


< 07976 510678
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Sat, 8th Nov 10:02







07976 510678

You have been selected to join a secret society [image: Emoji: Shushing face.]







KENNEDY

Who is this?????







07976 510678

WE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS.







KENNEDY

Whatever. As if I am falling for this scam. I’m not an idiot [image: Emoji: Face with rolling eyes.]







07976 510678

It is not a scam.







KENNEDY

That is exactly what a scammer would say! You’re not exactly gonna text ‘welcome to my scam!’







07976 510678

Indocilis privata loqui…







KENNEDY

Deleted and blocked.
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< Notes
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Sun, 9th Nov 18:08

NEW-TERM COMMANDMENTS


	Thou shalt get in the bathroom BEFORE Taylor every morning.

	Thou shalt eat more fruit. (The Mother said it will help my spots, but this could just be her sneaky way of getting me to eat fruit. She is OBSESSED.)

	Thou shalt still embrace thy cringe BUT maybe not all of it (especially not the part that posts embarrassing raps on the form group chat).

	Thou shalt figure out how to get hockey practice banned. It is too cold, and the kids here are brutal enough without being given big wooden sticks!

	Thou shalt make it to the Christmas holidays with NO detentions. (The Mother said she will give me £20 if I do.)

	Thou shalt unlock the mysterious Cupboard of Doom once and for all – what IS O’Beef hiding in there?!

	Thou shalt stay out of the way of arch enemy Harmony Bliss aka Leader of the MUGs (Make-up Girls).

	Thou shalt survive Heady Heights Theme Park at the end of term. (I am terrified of heights.)

	Thou shalt keep up being besties with the Odd Shoe Crew! [image: Emoji: Smiling face with hearts.]


	Thou shalt finally get some decent trainers!

	Thou shalt persuade The Mother to get tickets for Liberty Twist LIVE!



[image: Four minimalistic icons including a settings slider, a camera, a circular lock, and a plus sign.]







[image: A digital illustration of Kennedy with curly hair, wearing a school uniform and a beanie, standing in a messy bedroom with a serious expression.]
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[image: An illustration of Kennedy, Devon and Live within a circular frame, featuring detailed linework and shading.]


< Cringe Club Kennedy, Devon, Liv
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Mon, 10th Nov 17:02







KENNEDY

I think I’m going to have to change this group name to the EXTREME CRINGE CLUB! The word CRINGE does not feel bad enough for what happened to me on my FIRST DAY back at school [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







DEVON

Uh oh. What happened?







KENNEDY

UGH, it was all Spike’s fault.







LIV

Oh no! The kitten is still evil then?







KENNEDY

Yes, and still trying to ruin my life… And today he succeeded.







LIV

Oh no! What happened?







KENNEDY

Although some of the blame goes to Taylor. But ofc The Mother still considers her The Favourite, even though she COMPLETELY SUCKS as an older sister.







KENNEDY

If she hadn’t taken SO long in the bathroom this morning, then I wouldn’t have been in such a rush, and I might have noticed that Evil Spike was lying in wait for me in the hallway. So, when I bent over to put my shoes on, he pounced on me and dug his knifey talons right into MY BUM [image: Emoji: Confounded face.]







LIV

OW!







DEVON

Me-ow more like! [image: Emoji: Grinning cat with smiling eyes.]







LIV





[image: A cartoon-style drawing of Liv with her eyes closed and hair tied in a high ponytail.]



KENNEDY

And I was running late because of Taylor the Bathroom Taker, so I literally had to rush out of the door with a sore bum.







LIV

Wait, that isn’t really a cringe – a totes lame morning though [image: Emoji: Face with diagonal mouth.]







DEVON

Yes, this is Cringe Club, not WHINGE Club, Ken [image: Emoji: Rolling on the floor laughing.]







KENNEDY

Just you wait till you hear what happened next…







Kennedy is recording…







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Microphone.] I should have been a bit suspicious as I was having a GOOD first morning back at school! And that never happens at Hellington High. No one called me Flannel Sausage or made geese noises at me. Even Harmony Bliss left me alone. I was stupidly thinking that maybe my CRINGE days were over… But when I got to assembly, I realized I was UTTERLY and TOTALLY wrong.

They were presenting the head teacher’s certificates, and they called me and Eva up on to the stage to give us one for winning the talent show last term. But I dropped it by accident, and it floated over to the back of the stage. And THAT is when it all went wrong, because when I turned around to pick it up, everyone started laughing!







I thought, maybe London kids find it hilarious when people drop stuff, so I did it again for extra laughs, and they cheered even louder! But when I picked it up for the FOURTH time, I noticed Eva shaking her head at me in a right panic!







KENNEDY

Then she started whispering ‘trousers’ at me…







DEVON

WTH? [image: Emoji: Face with raised eyebrow.]







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Weary face.]





[image: An illustration of a pair of pants draped over the edge of a bed in a simple bedroom setting.]



Spike must have ripped them this morning, and when I bent over to pick up my certificate, the hole must have got bigger [image: Emoji: Grimacing face.]







And just my luck that on the day I accidentally flash my underwear at the whole school – I’m wearing BATGIRL KNICKERS from when I was about ten [image: Emoji: Man superhero.] [image: Emoji: Bat.]







LIV





[image: A cartoon-style drawing of Liv with her mouth open and wide eyes.]



DEVON

Could have been worse…







KENNEDY

HOW???







DEVON

You could have been wearing NO underwear! [image: Emoji: Face screaming in fear.]







KENNEDY

I can’t believe the entire school has seen my pants [image: Emoji: Briefs.]







I will never ever get over this [image: Emoji: Smiling face with tear.]







DEVON

What did your new friends think?







KENNEDY

Nell suggested they all rip their trousers in solidarity, but I didn’t want them to get in trouble, so I said not to [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







KENNEDY

Which I think they were secretly happy about.







LIV

I bet Harmony Bliss had something to say!







KENNEDY

Actually, she was being nice to me all day [image: Emoji: Ghost.]

It was so weird!







LIV

Maybe she has forgiven you for beating her to first place in the talent show and giving her a soggy bottom [image: Emoji: Smiling face with smiling eyes.]







DEVON

Or maybe she is up to something…







KENNEDY

Yes, it is a bit strange because she HATED me last term! She hasn’t even given me a new nickname after today’s CRINGEcident.







DEVON

Ah, but did she give you a… KNICKERname? [image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]







KENNEDY

It IS too soon for jokes!







LIV

Don’t worry, Ken. I’m sure everyone will have forgotten about it by tomorrow.







KENNEDY

I doubt it. Graham Kottle and Big Gibbs keep calling me Butt Girl [image: Emoji: Pensive face.]







LIV

Well, it’s better than MC Flannel Sausage!







KENNEDY

Is it though??? [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







LIV

Maybe not [image: Emoji: Grimacing face.]







KENNEDY

PLEASE tell me one of you two had a cringe on your first day back too?!







LIV

Okay, I have one, but it comes with a TRIGGER WARNING.







Potatoes WERE harmed in the making of this cringe [image: Emoji: Potato.]







KENNEDY

WTH?? [image: Emoji: Thinking face.]







LIV

Think of the world’s worst rom-com… then times it by one thousand and add baked beans [image: Emoji: Loudly crying face.]







Girl (ME) finds a table in the busy canteen, but it was covered in spilt milkshake and food wrappers.







Girl puts her plate of food (jacket potato and beans) on the chair while she puts the rubbish in the bin and the lunchtime supervisor wipes up the milkshake.







Girl returns to find A HOT BOY has sat down at the table.







Hot Canteen Boy smiles at Girl.







Girl immediately flustered because OMG Hot

Canteen Boy is smiling at her [image: Emoji: Smiling face with hearts.]







Girl tries to stay chill and sit down in a cool, casual way while smiling back at him, BUT she totally forgot about the jacket potato she left on the seat…







WITH BEANS [image: Emoji: Loudly crying face.]







KENNEDY

Ewww, you SAT on it??







LIV

Yep [image: Emoji: Face screaming in fear.]







KENNEDY

That is so gross! What did Hot Canteen Boy say when you stood up?







LIV

Ah, well, I thought it would be less embarrassing if I just didn’t…







KENNEDY

What?! So you just sat there??







On a hot potato?!! [image: Emoji: Astonished face.]







DEVON

WITH BEANS? [image: Emoji: Face with open eyes and hand over mouth.]







LIV

Yes [image: Emoji: Grimacing face.] I didn’t want Hot Canteen Boy thinking I was the sort of girl who sits on her lunch.







Which I obviously am [image: Emoji: Loudly crying face.]







DEVON

Scarlett and I came over and wondered why Liv was looking so awkward and had NO lunch [image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]







LIV

Well, I couldn’t exactly say, ‘Hi, guys, by the way, I have a jacket potato under my bum’ in front of everyone, could I? [image: Emoji: Frowning face.]







LIV

Then OMG!! Hot Canteen Boy started talking to me!







KENNEDY

Isn’t that a good thing?







LIV

Have you ever tried to talk to a fit boy while sitting on a







HOT







JACKET POTATO







WITH







BEANS?







KENNEDY

Er, no [image: Emoji: Ghost.]







LIV

It is literally impossible NOT to think about the squelchy warm mess seeping through your skirt.

I basically had to just nod and smile until he left.

Then when I finally stood up, my skirt was a TOTAL state. It was SO bad [image: Emoji: Loudly crying face.]







KENNEDY

I can’t believe you sat on a jacket potato for an entire lunch break! [image: Emoji: Rolling on the floor laughing.]







DEVON

Lol, you are a total couch potato [image: Emoji: Rolling on the floor laughing.]







KENNEDY





[image: A cartoon-style illustration of Kennedy with curly hair wearing a beanie and large earrings.]



LIV

This is why I will never find true love [image: Emoji: Broken heart.]







DEVON

The level of cringe here today is off the charts already! [image: Emoji: Grimacing face.]







But just wait until you hear what happened to me…







KENNEDY

Oh spill!







DEVON

I was walking through the school gate this morning with THE Nick Knight – aka popular, funny leader of the Boys Who Kick Balls at Lunchtime. Despite my lack of football skills, we have a bit of a bond since he shared his deep dark secret with me last term.







KENNEDY

What dark secret?







DEVON

His love of musical theatre, remember!

But I am sworn to secrecy as I think he is a bit embarrassed. The football lot are not exactly into that sort of thing.







KENNEDY

So, what happened?







Devon is recording…







DEVON

[image: Emoji: Microphone.] We were talking about Hamilton (he loves it too!) when a horrific sound filled the air. ‘DEVON, DEVON!’ came the piercing voice. Then it got louder. ‘DEVON, DARLING!’ I tried to ignore it. I didn’t look up. I walked faster. But it would NOT stop. ‘DEVON, DAAAARLING!’ Then Nick said, ‘Isn’t that your mum?’







And of course it was! She came rushing over to me in front of the whole school and handed me my coat. Then she made things even worse by blowing me a kiss and saying, ‘You forgot this, you chilly billy!’ before leaving me to die of cringe.







AND, YES, SHE WAS WEARING HER WORK CLOTHES.







LIV

OMG! Belly-dancing costume??







DEVON

No, she was teaching salsa today, so of course she was in full flamenco gear [image: Emoji: Woman dancing.]







KENNEDY

Oh no! What did Nick say?







DEVON

He just ran off to class, and I don’t blame him.

Everyone’s been blowing me kisses and calling me Chilly Billy all day [image: Emoji: Confounded face.]







Parents are so clueless. I got home and my mum actually thought I would be pleased that she brought my coat in! I told her I would rather have frostbite than suffer that level of humiliation.







KENNEDY

What did she say?







DEVON

That it would have been more humiliating if I’d got frostbite, and all my fingers had fallen off at school.







Then she had the CHEEK to say I should be GRATEFUL she is such a caring mother?!







So I stormed up to my room.







LIV

At least you didn’t sit on a potato today [image: Emoji: Frowning face.]







KENNEDY

Or flash your underwear at the whole school [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







DEVON

Extreme cringes all round! [image: Emoji: Raised hand.]







LIV

How did we mess things up so badly on our first day back?







DEVON

WE didn’t mess up! My mum, Ken’s kitten and…







er, well, your potato messed up. We are innocent victims of cringe [image: Emoji: Grimacing face.]







KENNEDY

Casualties of a cringe war.







LIV

Total cringe magnets.







KENNEDY

How WILL we survive until the Christmas holidays?







DEVON

I’ll be okay, because I’m NEVER coming out of my room. My parents will have to learn to live without me.







They’ve brought this on themselves.







I will use my bin as a toilet and live off the sandwich crumbs in the bottom of my school bag. I shall stay in here until the day that I DIE.







Gtg, my dinner’s ready!







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Face with tears of joy.]







Better go too. I need to work on a plan to get revenge on The Favourite for being such a bathroom stealer [image: Emoji: Thinking face.]







LIV

And I need to work out WHEN I can talk to Hot Canteen Boy when I am NOT sitting on my lunch [image: Emoji: Face with raised eyebrow.]







KENNEDY

Cya!












[image: ]


< Notes

[image: ]

Mon, 10th Nov 19:23

WHAT I DID OVER HALF TERM

Monday: NOTHING because my BFFs live 100,000 miles away.

Tuesday: More NOTHING.

Wednesday: NOTHING WITH HOBNOBS ON.

Thursday: You guessed it… BIG FAT NOTHING.

Friday: Went to Pizza Express. Basically, The Mother had to work from home all week on a deadline, which was EPIC because she let me eat four Snickers bars, thirteen packets of Wotsits AND gave me extra screen time most days. She didn’t even nag Taylor to come out of her bedroom or tell me to eat fruit. But for some reason she felt BAD about this ([image: Emoji: Ghost.]) so took us for pizza to make up for it! She let us have whatever we wanted – including dough balls, dessert and a large Coke!!! RESULT.

Saturday: I woke up with THREE spots. So unfair. By the end of this year, I probably won’t even have a face. I will be a giant spot with eyes.

Sunday: Spike the Kitten was ignoring me even more than usual even though I made him an obstacle course out of books (which he did a wee in). He still hates me and loves Taylor (who never makes him obstacle courses), in case you are wondering. Can Notes apps wonder? [image: Emoji: Thinking face.]

[image: An illustration of a curious kitten walking through a cluttered space filled with books.]

[image: Four minimalistic icons including a settings slider, a camera, a circular lock, and a plus sign.]
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[image: An illustration of Kennedy, Devon and Liv with distinct facial expressions and hairstyles, drawn in a monochrome style.]


< We Three Kings!!! Kennedy, The Favourite, The Mother
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Tues, 11th Nov 16:44







Kennedy is recording…







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Microphone.] Are you trying to starve us to death? There is NO food in the house. Were you joking about having to eat cat food?







THE MOTHER

Can you not leave me voice notes! Dave from accounts now thinks I am a terrible mother!







On my way home now. Will bring home something for dinner. Meeting ran over.







KENNEDY

Ugh I’m starving.







THE MOTHER

Sorry! I hope you both had a good second day back at Hellington High! [image: Emoji: Thumbs up.]







THE FAVOURITE

Good, thanks.







KENNEDY

It was HELL, as ever.







THE MOTHER

Oh dear. Would fish and chips make you feel better?







KENNEDY

It’s like you’re TRYING to give me more spots [image: Emoji: Enraged Face.]







THE MOTHER

Okay, I’ll get salad instead.







THE FAVOURITE

I’ll have salad, Mum!







KENNEDY

Of course YOU want salad, Taylor! [image: Emoji: Face with rolling eyes.]







But it’s too late for me now, Mum. Everyone knows once you hear the words FISH AND CHIPS, they are all you can think about until you eat some.







So I have no choice really.







THE MOTHER

I quite fancy them now too. I will get some mushy peas with it so we have some veg.







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Nauseated face.]







THE MOTHER

By the way, I heard from your dad. He says he is coming back from Spain in a few weeks’ time to see you both!







KENNEDY

I’ll check my diary – not sure I’m free [image: Emoji: Notebook with decorative cover.] [image: Emoji: Smirking face.]







THE MOTHER

[image: Emoji: Face with rolling eyes.]







THE FAVOURITE

Okay. He had better come bearing gifts!







THE MOTHER

I’m sure he will.







Now, both be good and I will back soon with food!







THE FAVOURITE

Will do. Just doing some homework.







KENNEDY

No she’s not.







She’s having a party.







Drinking your wine.







Riding motorbikes up the stairs.







Two hundred teenagers are dancing on the table.







She just chucked the TV out the window.







THE FAVOURITE

As if! Grow up, Kennedy [image: Emoji: Neutral face.]







KENNEDY

Me grow up? I’m not the one throwing TVs out of windows! [image: Emoji: Television.]







THE FAVOURITE

Mum, please tell Kennedy to stop being SO annoying!







KENNEDY

Can you tell Taylor to turn the music down because I’m trying to do my homework [image: Emoji: Disguised face.]







THE FAVOURITE

LIES. You have been on your screen since you got in.







KENNEDY

SNITCH.







THE MOTHER

GIRLS! You promised you would be nice to each other if you were home alone for a bit. I’ll be back soon – try not to kill each other.







KENNEDY

Yeah, Taylor, try not to kill me.







THE FAVOURITE

Okay, try not to flash your knickers at the whole school [image: Emoji: Winking face with tongue.]







THE MOTHER

WHAT?







KENNEDY

Ugh, it wouldn’t have happened if you weren’t such a bathroom hogger.







THE FAVOURITE

I do not hog the bathroom.







THE MOTHER

Stop arguing, girls!







KENNEDY

Well watch your back, sister, because you know what they say… If you can’t hog the bathroom, bathroom the hog… [image: Emoji: Pig face.]







THE FAVOURITE

What does that even mean?







KENNEDY

You’ll see.







THE FAVOURITE

[image: Emoji: Ghost.]







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Pig face.] [image: Emoji: Pig face.] [image: Emoji: Pig face.]







THE FAVOURITE

[image: Emoji: Face with symbols on mouth.]







KENNEDY





[image: A cartoon-style illustration of Kennedy with curly hair, wearing a beanie and sticking out their tongue playfully.]



THE FAVOURITE





[image: A cartoon-style drawing of The favourite with long hair, glasses, and tape over their mouth with text on it.]



The Mother has left the group












[image: ]

[image: A generic illustration of Eva within a circular frame, often used as a placeholder for a profile picture.]


< Eva

[image: ]



Tues, 11th Nov 19:07







EVA

You okay after the ripped-trousers thing?







KENNEDY

I will NEVER be okay again. I am still DYING of cringe [image: Emoji: Grimacing face.]







Big Gibbs told everyone my trousers ripped because I did a massive fart – and then called me Riptide all through science.







EVA

Ugh, that’s so mean.







If it makes you feel any better, Harmony said she accidentally flashed her knickers to the whole class once too.







KENNEDY

Really?







EVA

Yes, she fell head first out of her high chair, apparently.







KENNEDY

High chair?







Wait…







KENNEDY

Was it in nursery school?







EVA

Yes.







KENNEDY

So I suppose what she was actually saying is that only toddlers flash their knickers!







EVA

No, she was being nice! Honestly, I really think she wants to be friends with you.







KENNEDY

She hates me!







EVA

She doesn’t. She told me earlier that she would love us all to hang out sometime [image: Emoji: Smiling face with hearts.]







KENNEDY

I’m not sure I trust her. She was soooo mean last term.







EVA

I know, but everyone was just settling in. I think she found it hard too.







EVA

Maybe you could give her a chance? I know she can take things a bit far sometimes, but I’ve known her for years.







It would be so cool if we all got on.







KENNEDY

If you say so [image: Emoji: Upside-down face.]







EVA

Why don’t we all sit together at lunch tomorrow? Nell and Rose too!







KENNEDY

Maybe [image: Emoji: Thinking face.]







EVA

Yay! Thanks, Kennedy. You will see she’s okay.

Right, off for a jam and peanut butter breadless sandwich [image: Emoji: Face savoring food.]







KENNEDY

Biscuits as the bread?







EVA

No, we haven’t got any, so just using a BIG spoon

[image: Emoji: Spoon.] [image: Emoji: Face savoring food.]







KENNEDY

YUM!







EVA

Cya!







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Waving hand.]












[image: ]

[image: A sketch of The favourite with glasses and long hair, drawn in a cartoon style.]


< The Favourite

[image: ]



Wed, 12th Nov 07:15







THE FAVOURITE

KENNEDY KING, WHERE IS MY TOOTHBRUSH?







KENNEDY

Hmm, I think I saw it DOWNSTAIRS.







THE FAVOURITE

Well, as you obviously put it down there to annoy me, can you go and get it RIGHT NOW!







KENNEDY

I’m much too busy getting ready to go downstairs and fetch your stuff.







THE FAVOURITE

UGHHHH. Fine, I will get it myself.







But do NOT go in the bathroom or you are dead!











[image: A digital illustration of Kennedy sitting on a toilet in a bathroom, making a peace sign and smiling.]
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[image: A sketch of The favourite with glasses and long hair, drawn in a cartoon style.]


< The Favourite

[image: ]



Wed, 12th Nov 07:33







THE FAVOURITE

GET OUT OF THE BATHROOM!












[image: ]

[image: An illustration of Kennedy, Devon and Live within a circular frame, featuring detailed linework and shading.]


< Cringe Club Kennedy, Devon, Liv


[image: ]



Wed, 12th Nov 16:54







KENNEDY

Things that happen after you accidentally flash your knickers at the whole school:







People call you stupid nicknames. Today’s include: Captain Underpants, Riptide, The Flash and Miss Knickers… [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







And if you get annoyed by the nickname, they tell you not to get your knickers in a twist [image: Emoji: Enraged Face.]







People laugh and whisper about you when you walk past.







Your new friend group is probably going to ditch you [image: Emoji: Weary face.]







DEVON

That is rubbish, Ken.







Totally pants!! [image: Emoji: Winking face.]







LIV

But we are here for you… as your best Bum Chums…







KENNEDY

[image: Emoji: Enraged Face.] TOO [image: Emoji: Soon arrow.]







KENNEDY

Can you believe that one of the only people NOT to be mean to me was Harmony Bliss?!







She even told Big Gibbs to shut up when he was yelling, ‘WATCH OUT FOR THE RIPTIDE!’[image: Emoji: Thinking face.]







It’s weird.







DEVON

Definitely a bit suss.







LIV

Or maybe she has finally realized you’re awesome, Kennedy!







DEVON

Nah.







KENNEDY

Er, rude!







But you’re right, Harmony and the MUGs think I am the opposite of awesome.







LIV

Well, they’re wrong!







KENNEDY

Eva wants us all to be friends [image: Emoji: Ghost.]







KENNEDY

She probably wants to be back in the popular gang where they don’t flash their knickers in assembly.
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