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Introduction







   Wrapped in a cloud came he, by a bright whirlwind borne along. He descended gently from the heavens to the infant fields of Earth, even before the fires of its forming were yet subdued. Thus did the Unicorn possess the brightness of the Light, that he might drive all darkness and obscurity from him. He was called Asallam, of unicorns the firstborn, a creature fearfully wrought and wonderful to behold, bearing a horn of a spiral light.




  – Master Magnalucius, The Codex Unicornis







  Universally, the magical unicorn is the symbol of the spirit. Those who truly see the unicorn are said to be the awakened ones. How did the magical mythical unicorn come into existence and what is its purpose? Why does humanity have such a magnetic pull towards the magical mythical unicorn? English author and spiritual teacher Diana Cooper stated that unicorns “are here to teach you qualities of honour, self-worth, and dignity. Most of all they trigger your innocence, your original divine essence to help you attain the blueprint of who you truly are. Karma melts away in their presence.”




  No matter who you are or what you believe, the universe abounds with overflowing love for you. There exists an endless amount of possibilities for all of us to reach our full potential. Unfortunately, few have awakened to this truth because of a lack of knowledge, false programming, and past karmic experiences. Our spiritual and psychic gifts are being reawakened by the unicorn. The unicorn serves to remind us of the infinite power that is available to all and the majestic nature of life. The unicorn awakens us from our slumber, offering us the wisdom to become aware of the true nature of reality.




  For those who choose to embrace the unicorn into their lives with the innocence and pure heart of a child, the unicorn will bestow its blessings in a myriad of ways. Unicorns can help people develop in many ways, including bringing forth a person’s natural beauty and grace, transmitting a sense of joy and peace, and encouraging transformation through the opening of intuitive gifts. The unicorn truly savors the opportunity to help people transcend the challenges of life in Earth’s current third dimension and open themselves to existing in higher vibratory states. It opens our hearts and minds in preparation for both individual and humankind’s evolution to higher dimensions for ascension.




  The unicorn represents transcendence, spiritual sight, love, and manifestation, though the specific symbolism of the unicorn varies across cultures. As a multidimensional being, the unicorn enters Earth’s third dimension when needed or called upon, fulfilling its promise to remain humankind’s cherished companion and symbolizing transformation. The unicorn’s spiritual sight exposes illusion, revealing the evil nature of separation. The unicorn symbolizes the realization of divine goodness and the higher purpose of life. Through awakening and utilizing your intuitive gifts (or third eye), you can become aware of the unicorn in your life. Once you become aware of the unicorn’s presence, you can begin to telepathically communicate with it, and the unicorn can guide you to your destiny. The unicorn offers us a choice: do we stay where we are, trapped in illusion, or do we choose to change and grow? The unicorn helps us to consciously wake up and inspires us to go beyond what we think is possible and embrace what seems impossible. After all, dreams can come true.




  The Unicorn: Humankind’s Friend Since the Dawn of Time




  Before humanity was but a figment in the imagination of the Great Creator or Universal Mind, so did the unicorn exist. Born out of the void of space and time, and given the name Asallam by the Great Creator as it blessed the unicorn and its horn, the unicorn tarried in the higher dimensions in spiritual bliss. Yet the Universal Mind continued to expand. Likewise, the Universal Mind created our galaxy and our planet, creating the seas that stretch beyond the horizon, the jungles that bustle with life, the mountains that scrape the sky, and all that we cherish.




  Into this paradise was humankind born. The stories of the ancients recall this bygone age with the dim memory of a long-forgotten dream. The Codex Unicornis, a document written six centuries ago by a mysterious figure named Master Magnalucius who was the founder of a secret society known as the Collegium Gnosticum, reveals their version of the Edenic paradise. There, when humankind was in its infancy, a man and woman existed who delighted in the company of the unicorn, the first of all animals. There, in this utopia, the Great Creator bestowed a special blessing of spiritual sight on the horn of the magical unicorn, a trait which it has retained throughout all the ages.




  The blissful state of peace and purest of love that marked the Codex’s theory of the Edenic paradise could not be sustained, for there was much growth that humankind must embrace. The nature of one’s life is always evolving. Information learned must be absorbed, experienced, and applied effectively. Because of universal truths, the first man and woman could no longer remain in their childhood. They had to descend into third dimension, with all the limitations that this state entails. Though life in third dimension overflows with love, peace, and joy, there are challenges that all must face in their lives. Before the first man and woman entered the third dimension on Earth, the unicorn was presented with a choice by the Great Creator. It could either remain entirely in the higher dimensions, or it could shift between dimensions, enabling the unicorn to continue its loving friendship with humanity. In its commitment to humanity, the unicorn elected to stand by its friends and come into third dimension whenever it was called upon or needed. As author Nancy Hathaway states, “Forever after the unicorn was blessed for its compassion, for it could have stayed in that place of ideal beauty and delight.” Ever since, across various cultures and time periods, the unicorn has continued to cross through the dimensions, reminding us of our enduring friendship with this most magical of beasts.




  Meeting the Unicorn




  The magical mythical unicorn is a transdimensional being, one possessed of the ability to freely travel through the dimensions. When in third dimension on Earth, there are ways of detecting that a unicorn has sojourned in an area. Magical droppings known as periadham have been found in areas where the unicorn has visited. The unicorn’s periadham is a crystalline substance in the shape of a sphere. All who have come upon the mystical unicorn’s periadham have treasured the substance. There is a longstanding tradition, especially in the British Isles and France, of cairns (piles of stones) marking places where the unicorn has dwelled. These cairns are said to have been erected by those fortunate enough to have either encountered the magical unicorn or have stumbled upon its periadham.




  Unicorns are perhaps easiest to engage with while in nature. The unicorn may choose to communicate in a multitude of ways, including telepathically, appearing directly, and sending a physical sign to the earnest seeker. One such way that the magical unicorn often communicates is through revealing a white feather to those who desire its presence. When you find a white feather or see one floating down from the heavens, know that the unicorn is close by and is choosing to reveal itself to you. It has been said that it is best to attempt to communicate with the unicorn before sleep and invite it to bestow its guidance. If asked, the unicorn will surely help you reach the higher dimensions in your dreams, pointing the way to love, peace, healing, and wisdom.




  The Universal Unicorn




  To the Chinese, it was known as ki-lin. To the Greeks, monokeros. To the Hebrews, re’em. We know this esteemed creature as the unicorn. The unicorn has been present across cultures and faiths throughout the history of civilization. The unicorn has been featured in cave drawings from South America to South Africa, the sculptures of Mesopotamia, the pyramids of Egypt, and the Renaissance art of Europe, among many other artistic works and archaeological sites. The unicorn’s lair has been said to have been discovered in North Korea. The unicorn is mentioned in the Old Testament, has been compared to Jesus Christ, was spoken of by Muslim intellectuals, stood as a representative for Vishnu in Hinduism, and served as a symbol for the Buddhist ideal of a quiet, introspective soul with a desire for solitude. These are but a few examples of the unicorn’s impact across varied world religions. The many cultures around the globe all have their own unique history with the unicorn, yet one overarching message prevails through all traditions – the unicorn has always remained the friend of humanity.







  



  
The Unicorn in India







   O Indra, visit us like the thirsty rsya [unicorn] which comes to drink water.




  – Rig Veda, 8.4.10







  Indian and Hindu Perceptions of the Unicorn




  The unicorn, or as it is sometimes called in India, the rsya or eka-shringa, has a rich tradition across the globe, yet few lands have such a deep connection to the magical mythical unicorn as India. The unicorn’s presence in India dates back to at least the earliest known civilizations to emerge out of the Indian subcontinent. The unicorn was frequently depicted on seals from Harappa, an early Indian civilization that lasted from 3000–1500 BCE. According to scholar Premendra Priyadarshi, the unicorn was featured on these seals because it was perceived to be a symbol of remarkable power and divinity. In an effort to attract the transcendent energy of the unicorn, many individuals from Harappa and other early Indian civilizations wore a singular horn over their foreheads. This practice was widely observed, including by many brave fighters and kings mentioned in the Mahabharata, one of the foremost Hindu scriptures. Scholar Gautama V. Vajracharya believes that the unicorn was not only an animal that was revered by Indians, but that evidence from the Vedas (Hindu scriptures) states that the handles of special heated earthen pots of earlier Indian civilizations were partly made from the unicorn’s horn.




  Throughout the various Indian civilizations, one of the most prominent beliefs about the unicorn was that its horn could counteract poison. There is a prominent legend in India which states that the unicorn would dip its horn in poisoned bodies of water, transforming the waters for the animals who depended on them to drink. This was such a popular myth in India that word of it spread beyond the borders of the Indian subcontinent, including to Europe, where it became known as the water-conning story. One legendary Hindu tale involves the god Siva, who was interestingly given the title of “the one-horned one” in the Mahabharata and the Puranas. Siva emulated the unicorn’s actions by drinking from poisoned waters, and after it quenched his thirst the water lost all power to harm.




 [image: 1 – Unicorn purifying the water from Livro de Horas da Condessa de Bertiandos, a 15th century illuminated book of hours.]


  

  1 – Unicorn purifying the water from Livro de Horas da Condessa de Bertiandos, a 15th century illuminated book of hours.




  India’s royalty and aristocracy were vehement believers in the sacredness of the unicorn and its horn. Many Indian kings possessed full horns of the unicorn, valuing them for their mystical and curative qualities, including their ability to eliminate poisons. It has been said that a 13th century Indian king owned a fanciful tricolored cup made entirely of unicorn horn. In time, these types of cups became used not only by kings, but also by nobles, with the most prominent members of Indian society being said to sometimes drink out of unicorn horns. Beliefs expressed in the Atharvaveda, a Vedic scripture of Hinduism, led to the unicorn’s horn being made into a charm to protect against kshatriya (hereditary disease). In the 16th century, Indian queens regularly wore bracelets made of the bones of the unicorn for their protective attributes. To Indians, the unicorn was not only viewed as a protector, but it also symbolized love, transformation, and a host of other beneficent values. Hindu priests and ascetics have also ascribed the qualities of chastity and solitude to the unicorn, which has served as a model for their lives.




  Saved from the Deluge




  According to the Shanti Parva, one of the books of the Mahabharata, long ago, a man named Hiranyaksha was blessed with immortality for his devotion to Brahma, the Creator. Hiranyaksha’s newfound immortality led to immense pride, and he began to think of himself as greater than the gods. His ego inflamed, Hiranyaksha sought to persuade humankind to worship him rather than the Hindu deity Vishnu. Hiranyaksha thought himself worthy of praise and hoped to poison the people’s minds, spreading lies about how Vishnu was weak and did not truly care for them. However, the people refused to follow Hiranyaksha, remaining steadfast in their worship of Vishnu. In an unquenchable rage brought on by his failure to attract the devotion of humanity, Hiranyaksha became a demon and carried the Earth to the bottom of the cosmic ocean. Despite being wholly submerged, many people adapted and survived. Desperate for help, the survivors faithfully called out in prayer to Vishnu, hoping to be saved from their perilous situation.




  Because of the longstanding peace on Earth, Vishnu had been in a deep slumber that spanned several epochs, yet when the people prayed for help, he awakened and reincarnated himself as Varaha, a one-horned beast. Varaha traveled to Hiranyaksha’s domain deep below the Earth and fought the demon. For one thousand years, Hiranyaksha attacked Varaha with every conceivable method of combat, yet all were to no effect. To sufficiently humble his opponent, Varaha directed his third eye chakra from his horn at Hiranyaksha. Defeated and humiliated by a greater one than himself, Hiranyaksha finally pleaded for forgiveness. Varaha granted it on the condition that Hiranyaksha be banished from the Earth for eternity. With Hiranyaksha conquered, Varaha lifted the Earth out of the cosmic ocean and set it back into its proper place, earning the praise of his fellow gods and the people.




  The story of the great deluge is presented from another perspective in the Shatapatha Brahmana. The Shatapatha Brahmana tells the story of a man named Manu who was warned by a one-horned fish of a massive flood that was to come. To Hindus, this one-horned fish was an avatar of Vishnu. Vishnu commanded Manu to build a large ship, and later told Manu that when the deluge arrived he would return to save him. Manu, not knowing the one-horned fish was Vishnu, wondered aloud how a small fish could protect him. The one-horned creature explained that when it returned it would be imposing and massive in size, such that no creature of land or sea would dare attack them. Manu followed the one-horned fish’s instructions, and when the first signs of the flood had started, he entered his ship. While at sea, the now gigantic one-horned fish returned and swam up to Manu’s ship. Vishnu tied the rope of the ship to his horn and then ordered that Manu steer the ship to a tree at the top of a high mountain. Protected from the deluge, Vishnu told Manu that, “I have saved thee. Fasten the ship to a tree; but let not the water cut thee off, whilst thou art on the mountain.” Manu once again did as instructed. When the flood started to subside, Manu gradually steered his ship down the mountain, and when he reached the bottom saw that he was alone. Grateful that his life was spared, Manu engaged in worship and austerities, sacrificing into the waters an offering of clarified butter, sour milk, whey, and curds. From these offerings, Vishnu made Manu a female companion. And so it is said that this is how humanity repopulated the Earth.




  
Genghis Khan and the Unicorn





  Perhaps no man has ever been as feared as Genghis Khan. As Emperor of the Mongol people, Khan commanded his army throughout Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, conquering all who opposed him and his formidable troops. In 1224, Genghis Khan led his army to the border of India at Mount Djadanaring in the Himalayas. When they reached the summit, to their amazement the Mongols were met with a unicorn that immediately prostrated itself before Genghis Khan, kneeling three times at his feet. Ssanang Ssetsen, a Mongolian chronicler of the period, reported that after Khan’s encounter with the unicorn the fearsome warrior remarked, “This middle kingdom of India before us is the place, men say, in which the sublime Buddha and the Bodhisattvas and many powerful princes of old time were born. What may it mean that this speechless wild animal bows before me like a man? Is it that the spirit of my father would send me a warning out of heaven?” Breathtaken by the appearance, Genghis Khan decided that the unicorn was indeed the reincarnation of his father’s spirit warning him against the peril that he would face were he to invade India. Khan ordered his men down the mountain and out of India. They would continue to invade and plunder, though never in the land protected by the unicorn.




  When a Man Loves a Unicorn




  The Ramayana and the Mahabharata are the two primary Sanskrit epics of the Hindu religion. In both the Ramayana and the Mahabharata there exists the story of Rsyasrnga, also known as Ekasrnga in the Buddhist tradition. Rsyasrnga was a boy born of the love between a man and a unicorn.




  The story of the half-unicorn, half-human boy begins with a man named Vibhandaka. In his childhood, Vibhandaka’s life was little different from most Indian boys; however, while at a parade with his family he saw a holy man. Afterwards, he realized his passion for the spiritual life and desired nothing else but to join this holy man and embark on a life of piety. His family loved him, but they were confused by his overarching desire to join the holy man’s ashram, a monastery for Hindu ascetics.




  Vibhandaka begged and pleaded for his parents’ approval to enter the ashram and serve the holy man, yet his parents refused his request. Not one to be discouraged easily, Vibhandaka persisted in his attempts to persuade his family. Eventually, his parents relented, on one condition. Vibhandaka’s mother told her son that if he felt the same way in a year, then he would be allowed to join the holy man at the ashram.




  While young boys are prone to momentary whims, the desire to live the life of an ascetic was not a temporal fad for Vibhandaka. After a year had passed, Vibhandaka’s parents relented, reluctantly permitting their son to leave their family home and enter the ashram. Once at the sacred place in the forest, Vibhandaka was content to live with the holy man for years. He studied and expanded his knowledge of spiritual truths with his kindly master, although he longed for the love of the family that he had left behind in his pursuit of the sacred. After decades had passed, his master died. With the holy man’s other devotees having also passed away by this time, Vibhandaka was now alone at the ashram. Vibhandaka’s only companions were the animals that loved him, yet during India’s monsoon season even they would disappear and Vibhandaka would become gripped by a profound loneliness. After many years, during the heavy rains of the monsoon season, a magical and gorgeous creature entered Vibhandaka’s place of refuge. It was a unicorn with a spiraling horn in the middle of her forehead.




  It was love at first sight for Vibhandaka and the unicorn. Soon after meeting, they were wed; and the Hindu god and goddess of love, along with many other Hindu deities, were said to be among the honored guests at their union. Shortly thereafter, the unicorn gave birth to a child named Rishyashringa. He was a handsome boy, one who appeared human in all respects except for the small horn that grew out of the middle of his forehead. Rishyashringa learned the languages of his parents, both human and unicorn, as well as the languages of all the animals, and was said to be perfect in his ways.




  Rishyashringa was loved by his parents, but he would soon have to learn how to make his own way. After many happy years with Vibhandaka, the unicorn died. Vibhandaka was unable to bear living without his partner, passing away almost immediately afterwards. Being left an orphan, Rishyashringa lived a solitary existence in the forest, much as his father did before he fell in love with the beautiful unicorn.




  Despite Rishyashringa’s solitary lifestyle, he would soon become widely known. Men who wandered in the forest reported tales about the peculiar unicorn boy with the ability to tame all animals, make fire and rain appear at will, and not only restore any plants or fruits which he picked, but make two more grow back for each one that he plucked. During this time, an evil King ruled. A cruel and miserly man who cared little for his subjects, the King’s territory was cursed with a famine by Britra, the dragon of drought. The King’s advisers were desperate for a solution. They sought to persuade the King to enlist the aid of the magical unicorn boy with incredible powers. The King, being consumed with pride, scoffed at this idea.
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