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INTRODUCTION

Have you ever played a video game but wished you could change some things about it—such as giving the characters different powers, changing the type of world you play in, or adding another level? Or have you ever started building a really tall Lego tower but ran out of bricks before you finished? If you have, then you will love Roblox! Roblox lets you design any digital world you want—you don’t have to only play games that big companies make.

In Roblox, you can log in and join your friends in any of thousands of different worlds. Some worlds are just for fooling around, some are about trying to reach a goal, and others are all about building cities or entire planets.

The best thing about Roblox is that it gives you the power to make whatever game you can dream up. You could:


	Craft your own island to hang out on, with a mansion full of your favorite things, and invite friends over for a virtual party

	Create a zombie apocalypse where you and your friends have to fight back deadly monsters

	Make a silly game about collecting gumdrops and lollipops in a land full of giant candy



This book will show you exactly how to make amazing games you and your friends will love. You’ll find out:


	
What’s on the Roblox site: Learn how to use the site itself, including playing games, talking with friends, and exploring all Roblox has to offer.

	
How to use Roblox Studio: This is the program that allows you to make your own games.

	
Ways to make awesome worlds: Learn terrain building and big environments.

	
Fun objects and characters you can add to your worlds: This includes buildings, cars, weapons, enemies, and anything else you want to fill your world with!

	
How to use scripts: Learn what Lua programming is, and how to use it.

	
What makes a good quest or mission: A goal helps to change your experience into a playable game with purpose.

	
How to make your game fun for multiple players: You’ll get ideas about keeping score, working with or against another player, and racing against a clock.

	
Ways to make money in Roblox: There are many users who started making games and experiences for fun, and have turned their creations into careers.



I bet you already have a million ideas in your head for great games you could make. Let’s go make them!


ROBLOX IS ALWAYS CHANGING

THIS BOOK CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION ABOUT ROBLOX, BUT IT’S NOT A DEFINITIVE GUIDE ON ABSOLUTELY EVERY NOOK AND CRANNY OF THE ENTIRE GAME. LIKE ANY GOOD GAME MAKER, ROBLOX IS ALWAYS ADDING NEW FEATURES AND WAYS TO PLAY, SO IT’S IMPOSSIBLE FOR A SINGLE BOOK TO COVER EVERYTHING. HOWEVER, THIS IS A GREAT STARTING POINT.

THIS BOOK DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY “GET RICH QUICK” SCHEMES FOR MAKING LOTS OF MONEY (ROBUX) QUICKLY OR FOR HOW TO BECOME RICH OFF OF MAKING AND SELLING THINGS IN ROBLOX. NO MATTER WHAT YOU READ OR SEE ON THE INTERNET, THE ONLY WAY TO MAKE MONEY IN ROBLOX IS THROUGH HARD WORK, CREATIVITY, AND DEDICATION. THAT’S IT.
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PART 1 THE BASICS










CHAPTER 1 ROBLOX 101








Do you play with Legos and build elaborate structures, vehicles, or other crazy-cool creations? If those types of creations are fun to you, then you already understand the foundation of Roblox. Imagine something just like that but in digital form. Roblox is infinitely customizable. What’s more, you can play Roblox with people from all around the world. Roblox itself is not a game. It’s what you use to make a game, or experience. It is the central hub where everyone comes together to imagine and create.

Roblox first launched in 2006. Since then, the game has grown to over 170 million active monthly players who have logged over 8.43 billion hours of gameplay, with over 37.1 million daily users active in 2021.
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In this chapter, you’ll learn why people play Roblox, how it is sort of like Minecraft, how to get started by creating your own Roblox account and user profile, and what you’ll find on the Roblox website after you log in. You’ll also learn about the many ways you can play Roblox, no matter the gaming device you use.





WHY DO PEOPLE PLAY ROBLOX?

Roblox is a game about doing and being whatever you want. Anyone can play the latest Star Wars game if they want to feel like they’re a Jedi, and anyone can play the latest Madden if they want to become an NFL star. But what if you want to build your own restaurant and serve other people while wearing a Spider-Man costume? You can’t do that type of stuff in store-bought games.

In Roblox there is no limit. I am going to do my best to give you all the knowledge and tools to start creating and playing your own dreams. Then I’ll point you in the right directions to learn and grow even more.

Another awesome thing about Roblox is just how much cool stuff there is to do. If you wanted, you could play and create stuff entirely for free without paying anything at all. You can build games using bricks that look like Legos. You can create huge worlds full of flowing water and massive mountains. People spend hours changing up their worlds and making games that they share only with friends.

IS ROBLOX LIKE MINECRAFT?

Based on that previous description, Roblox probably sounds a lot like another popular world-building game you’ve likely heard of or played before: Minecraft.
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Roblox itself is not a game. It is a building platform to create games. Adopt Me!, Jailbreak, and Piggy are all made with Roblox Studio. Minecraft is made with Java, another programming language. But it is still acceptable to say, “Do you play Roblox?” Here are some examples of the differences:


MINECRAFT VS. ROBLOX

	MINECRAFT

	ROBLOX




	Randomly generated game worlds

	Custom-built games from scratch




	Focused on building and survival

	Games can be about whatever you want




	All worlds look very similar

	Games rarely look the same






HOW TO CREATE A ROBLOX ACCOUNT

Now let’s create an account! When you visit the Roblox website (Roblox.com), you should see the homepage, which looks like this:
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The account creation process is simple. If you are under thirteen, you need to have a parent or guardian with you. You’ll need to enter the following information into the form to set up an account.

BIRTHDAY

Be honest and input your actual birthday. If you’re under the age of thirteen, be sure to ask your parents if you can sign up. (They will want to read the Q&A for Parents at the end of this book for more information.)

USERNAME

This is how people in the game will identify you. This username will float over your head while you’re playing, appear on your profile, be used when listing your character for high scores, and everything else. Think of something that you feel comfortable with other people seeing, but don’t use your real name or anything else that could identify who you are in real life. The site will tell you if someone else already has the username you want, and if it’s taken, you’ll have to choose a different one. Talk to your parents before you make a final decision. Roblox does allow you to give yourself a nickname later. A nickname will appear instead of your login name. But it’s your choice.

PASSWORD

Your password needs to be at least eight characters long, and it should include both letters and numbers. Don’t use your real name or username because that’s too easy for someone to guess. Try to mix up letters and numbers and include capital letters or punctuation. Write it down or store it somewhere safe in case you forget it. Talk to your parents about what password might work well.

DO NOT SHARE YOUR PASSWORD! EVER! Never ever for any reason! Just NO.

GENDER

Pick either the male icon, the female icon, or neither. It is not required. This will affect what gender your avatar identifies as and will help you feel more connected to your character. It is perfectly acceptable to play any gender or non-gender you feel comfortable with.


FINAL STEPS

The final steps to creating your account are to first click the Sign Up button. By clicking this, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy (which you should read over and ask a parent to look at before you agree).
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You may also need to verify you are human. This is a simple process. Just follow the instructions on the screen so Roblox knows you are not a robot.

ADDING AN EMAIL ADDRESS

One thing you might have noticed is that you didn’t need to input your email address when creating an account. If you’re over the age of thirteen, an email address isn’t required to get started, but if you don’t provide an email address later, you’ll be limited in what you can do. For example, you won’t be able to use the forums, get Robux, or spend Robux. (Robux is a form of virtual currency used in Roblox, and you use it to purchase things like upgrades and special items in games.)
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Click the small Gear icon in the top-right corner of the website once you’ve logged in, and select Settings from the drop-down menu. On this page you can input an email address. After doing so the game will email you a link to click to fully complete your account setup process.

CREATING THE REST OF YOUR PROFILE

Back on the Settings section of your profile, under the Account Info tab, you will also see two other fields labeled Personal and Social Networks. In the Personal section you can write a bit about yourself (but do not include information about where you live or your real name) and which country you live in.
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In the Social Networks section (which appears under the Account Info section), if it’s okay with your parents, you can add links to your Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Twitch accounts. There is also an option to adjust the settings so these links are visible to no one, to friends, to users you follow, to your followers, or to everyone. Choose the option that is most comfortable for you and your parents.


ADDITIONAL SECURITY SETTINGS

When you made your account, all you did was provide a single password, but you might want to add a few other layers of security just for extra peace of mind. If you click the Security tab on your My Settings page, you’ll find a list of other measures to take.
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At the top of the screen is an option for 2 Step Verification. This means that if anyone tries to log in to your account from a device that has never logged in to your account before, then you’ll get an email with an access code inside. Unless that code is entered at the menu upon logging in, the new device won’t be able to access your account.

This is valuable because it’s easy for you to input the code if you’re legitimately using a new device, such as a new computer, new tablet, or something else, but it adds extra security against hackers.


PROTECTING YOUR PASSWORD

IF SOMEONE EVER MESSAGES YOU ASKING FOR YOUR PASSWORD OR IF A BOX POPS UP ON THE SCREEN DURING A GAME ASKING FOR YOUR PASSWORD, DO NOT ENTER IT. THIS IS LIKELY A HACKING ATTEMPT AND SHOULD NOT BE TRUSTED EVEN IF IT LOOKS AND SEEMS OFFICIAL. THE ROBLOX DEVELOPERS WILL NEVER ASK YOU FOR YOUR PASSWORD WHILE YOU’RE PLAYING A GAME.



You can also add an Account PIN, which is like another layer of security in addition to your password. The Account Restrictions option is something your parents might want to use to be sure what you see on the site makes sense for kids your age. If you happen to have an Xbox, and you want to play Roblox on it, you can connect your accounts on this screen. You can also disconnect the account from this page. Finally, there is a Secure Sign Out option that makes sure that all devices logged in to the account are logged out, even if you’re not actively using them at that time.


ADDITIONAL PRIVACY SETTINGS

Clicking the Privacy tab of the My Settings page allows you or your parents to adjust who is able to contact you in the game and who can send direct invitations. The first field is called Contact Settings, and it is automatically set to Default. Most of the Privacy Settings fields are defaulted to Friends, but they can also be turned off or opened up entirely as you and your parents choose what’s most appropriate. Simply click the various fields to adjust who can send you messages, who can chat with you in the app itself, and who can chat with you in games.
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The Other Settings field determines who can invite you to Private Servers and who can join you in games.

BILLING

When you create a Roblox account, you are automatically placed in the Free tier. If you want to upgrade, then from the My Settings page you should click Billing. On the Billing tab you can click the Premium button to be taken to the Premium membership page. If you simply log on to Roblox to play free games once in a while, it probably isn’t worth it to join Premium. But if you want to try to sell some of the items in your games, you may want to see if your parents will allow you to sign up for one of the upgraded tiers. See Chapter 2 for more about the Premium Accounts.

NOTIFICATIONS

Notifications is the final tab on the My Settings section of the Roblox website. The two types of notification settings that you can adjust are:


	
Notification Stream: adjusts which types of notifications pop up in your stream on the website.

	
Desktop Push: adjusts which notifications pop up in the corner of your screen while you’re playing.




NAVIGATING THE ROBLOX WEBSITE

When you log on to Roblox on your computer, your homepage will look a lot different than it does when you’re not logged in. Instead of a page with signup fields, you’ll see a personalized dashboard full of relevant and useful links and information.

Immediately below your username and avatar icon is:


	
A list of your friends and their current statuses (Offline, Webpage, In-Game, In-Studio).

	
Continue: where you can jump into recent games you have played.

	
Recommended for You: a list of games based on ones you have played.

	
Favorites: a list of games you have marked as your favorites.



In the bottom-right corner you may notice a chat window that’s ready for you to send messages to other users. Just click the top bar to bring it up or minimize it. Let’s minimize the chat feature for now and focus on the sidebar on the top-far-left side of the screen. It’s important to know about this sidebar because you’ll use it to navigate around Roblox most of the time. The first option at the top of this sidebar is Home, which is where you are already. Let’s take a closer look at the other options.


PROFILE

Your Profile page is a good central hub of information about you, your avatar, and your playing habits.
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This page displays how many friends, followers, and people you’re following on Roblox. It will also show your Online status. The About section shows the Personal information you may have input on your My Settings page when you first signed up. Below that you can see what your Roblox avatar looks like in either 2D (like a piece of paper) or 3D (like a toy action figure). You can switch between the two versions by clicking the 2D or 3D buttons. On the right is a list of everything your avatar is wearing. You can click on each item for more information.

Below that are:


	
Friends. A list of your friends and their online statuses.

	
Collections. These are items that can be created during avatar customization.

	
Groups. A list of the groups you have joined, and some statistics about the group.

	
Favorites. A list of games you have clicked the Favorite button on.

	
Roblox Badges. These are special awards from Roblox.

	
Badges. These are awards you’ve earned from various games. If you’re new to Roblox, then this area may not yet be present.

	
Statistics. This area shows when you joined Roblox, and how many games or places you have played.



MESSAGES

The next tab on the left sidebar is for your Messages. On this page you can read messages that you’ve received in your Inbox, see messages you’ve sent to other players via the Sent tab, view official News announcements from the Roblox developers, and access Archive messages that aren’t in your Inbox anymore. It’s like email, except these messages are restricted specifically to Roblox.

If you’re new, then you probably will have only a message from Builderman, the CEO of Roblox. Builderman is the avatar of David Baszucki. He is one of the cofounders of Roblox. Read what he has to say. He’s very friendly!

FRIENDS

The Friends tab is located below Messages. There’s not much to do here if you don’t have any friends, followers, or people that you’re following. But if you do, this is where you’ll find them listed. If someone sends you a friend request, you can accept them here. You can also add friends from inside games, which we will cover in more detail in Chapter 2.

AVATAR

After that is the Avatar tab. Your avatar in Roblox is your digital representation within the game. Most games you play and everyone you see will recognize you based on your avatar. Your username will also float above your avatar’s head most of the time. As a result, you should think of your avatar as a mini version of you inside Roblox. In some games, the avatar is controlled by the developer, and the Roblox avatar is replaced with the in-game character instead.
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The items you can dress your avatar in are listed on the Avatar Editor page. From the top of the navigation bar you can switch to viewing specific options: Recent, Clothing, Body, Animations, or the Costumes that you’ve put together. The Animations tab lets you pick different ways for your avatar to do things, like walking, running, and climbing. All Roblox avatars automatically do these things the same way, but using animations lets you make your character stand out more.

We’ll talk more about customizing your avatar in Chapter 2.

INVENTORY

Next is your Inventory. Everything your account owns is held here. It’s sort of like a giant, endless virtual backpack that’s full of all of your stuff. Instead of using a locker, your avatar just crams everything onto this web page.
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Each of the items in the list shown are pretty clear. Most of them can be purchased, redeemed, or claimed (for example, if it’s free) from the full Catalog.

TRADE

Next is the Trade tab. The Trade section of the site works kind of like a combination of Messages and Inventory. When you make a trade, you’re sending some Robux or items to another player in exchange for some of their Robux or items. For example, you could trade a special item you have for 1,000 Robux from someone else.

Trades are a popular way for users to swap items in Roblox. WARNING: Not all trades are good. Some people will try to take good, and expensive, items from you. Be careful when using the trade system. Ask your parents if you think a trade might be a scam. If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

GROUPS

Below the Trade tab is the Groups section. Here, you can find players who like building and playing the same types of games that you like. Groups are also a way for players to ally themselves with other players and to designate other groups as rivals to encourage friendly competition.
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On the main page for Groups, you’ll notice a few default categories to pick from:


	
Friends’ Groups: The groups that your friends belong to.

	
Experience Studios: These groups tend to be larger development groups, focused on building games.

	
Military: These groups tend to play first-person shooters, strategy, and war games, modern and past.

	
Roleplaying: These groups focus more on pretend, dress-up, and imagination rather than strict gameplay rules.

	
Fan: Groups in the Fan category follow a YouTuber, Streamer, or Famous person or topic.



MY FEED

The My Feed section contains quotes and messages from people you follow. You can also share your thoughts and ideas here for anyone who follows you.

BLOG

This link will take you out of your personal portal and send you to the Roblox Corporation’s official company blog. On this page you’ll find a new article from the employees at the company written every few days. Topics include the game, upcoming features, updates, and events.

You don’t have to read the blog at all to actually play and enjoy Roblox, but checking it out once in a while will help make sure you’re updated on all of the latest Roblox news and features.

OFFICIAL STORE

Next, you’ll see the Official Store option. This link not only takes you outside of your main dashboard; it takes you entirely outside of the Roblox website.
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The Shop link will take you to a special section of Amazon.com, where you can find an assortment of Roblox-related toys and other merchandise. Most of the items for sale on Amazon on this section are real, physical items, so they don’t have anything to do with actual games or your avatar at all. You’ll need an adult’s help to actually buy anything.

GIFT CARDS

This section is more for your parents or if you are buying a gift for a friend. You can purchase a digital version that can be sent via email, text message, or another social media outlet, or opt to have a physical card delivered. You can also print out a Digital Card if you need it immediately for, say, a quick gift.

PREMIUM

Below the Gift Cards link there is one more icon you can click on. It is the Premium button, and it looks different from the other links. From here you can pay for a Premium Account.

EVENTS

The final item in the far-left sidebar is Events. This portion changes all the time, based on whatever promotional content, event, or contest the creators of Roblox are hosting at any given moment. For example, while writing this book, one of the events was called Heroes. And during this book’s update the event was Stranger Things’ Starcourt Mall!
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When this setting is enabled, the PIN must be provided before changing settings.
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