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    Quix Fast * Fun * Reads

    Our Principal is a Spider!

    By Stephanie Calmenson

Illustrated by Aaron Blecha





Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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To Noah, with love

—S. C.





Cast of Characters

Mr. Barnaby Bundy: Principal

Marty Q. Marvel: Bumbling magician

Anansi (also known as Mr. Araknid): Tricky spider

Ms. Marilyn Moore: Assistant principal

Ms. Ellie Tilly: Kindergarten teacher

Hector Gonzalez: Loves making his friends laugh

Roger Patel: A top student and class leader

Nancy Wong: Plans to be a zoologist

Ms. Wanda Bly: Gym teacher

Mr. Charles Strong: School librarian

Mr. Joseph Klein: Science teacher

Ms. Gretta Sharp (also known as Seven): Magician and granddaughter of the famous magician named Five
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Mr. Bundy, the principal of PS 88, was whistling a happy tune as he pedaled to school on his bike.

He was proud his students had won top prizes at the district Math Meet. It was a ten-out-of-ten morning!

While he was pedaling, he was planning a special assembly to celebrate his teachers’ and students’ accomplishments.

I could invite Marty Q. Marvel, the magician, thought Mr. Bundy. He stopped to reconsider. No, I’d better not. I like Marty, but his tricks rarely work.

While Mr. Bundy was trying to come up with a better idea, he didn’t notice the spider racing across the handlebars of his bike, then jumping off.

He did notice the man who popped out in front of him on the road.
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“Good morning!” the man called. “Are you Mr. Bundy, the principal of PS 88?”

Mr. Bundy stopped short.

“Why, yes, I am,” said Mr. Bundy. “May I help you?”

“Thanks, but I’m here to help you!” said the man.

“Really? How?” asked Mr. Bundy.

“My name is Mr. Araknid,” said the man. “I understand congratulations are in order!”

He explained, “I read about PS 88’s excellent performance at the Math Meet, and I thought you might be interested in celebration banners for schools with high accomplishments.”

“What a good idea! My teachers and students definitely deserve a celebration banner,” said Mr. Bundy. “Can you come to my office this afternoon?”

“I’m busy this afternoon,” the man fibbed. “But if you’ve got a couple of minutes, I can show you some of the banners right now.”

“Sure, why not?” said Mr. Bundy.

The answer to that question was just moments away.

Mr. Bundy had no idea he was speaking to a tricky spider named Anansi, who had magically transformed himself into a man. Unlike Marty Q. Marvel, Anansi’s tricks never failed.
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