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Preparing for the Naturalization Test A Pocket Study Guide

Are you thinking about applying for naturalization?

This pocket study guide will help you prepare for the naturalization test. If you were not born in the United States, naturalization is the way that you can voluntarily become a U.S. citizen. To become a naturalized U.S. citizen, you must pass the naturalization test. We’ve provided you with the civics test questions and answers, and the reading and writing vocabulary to help you study.

Additionally, this guide contains general information on naturalization eligibility requirements on page 2.

To learn about and study for the civics portion of the naturalization test, turn to page 5.

To learn about and study for the English portion of the naturalization test, turn to page 27.

You can find more resources to help you prepare in the back of the study guide on page 36.


General Eligibility Requirements


Before you apply for naturalization, you must meet a few requirements. Depending on your situation, different requirements may apply to you. Below is a list of the general eligibility requirements.

• Be at least 18 years old at the time you file Form N-400, Application for Naturalization.

• Be a permanent resident (have a “Green Card”) for at least five years.

• Show that you have lived for at least three months in the state or USCIS district where you apply.

• Demonstrate continuous residence in the United States for at least five years immediately preceding the date of filing Form N-400.

• Show that you have been physically present in the United States for at least 30 months out of the five years immediately preceding the date of filing Form N-400.

• Be able to read, write, and speak basic English.

• Have a basic understanding of U.S. history and government (civics).

• Be a person of good moral character.

• Demonstrate an attachment to the principles and ideals of the U.S. Constitution.

For more information, visit A Guide to Naturalization at www.uscis.gov/natzguide.

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities

Citizenship offers many benefits and equally important responsibilities. When you naturalize, you agree to accept all of the responsibilities of becoming a U.S. citizen. You agree to support the United States, its Constitution, and its laws. In return, you gain all the rights and privileges of citizenship such as the right to vote and travel with a U.S. passport.

The Naturalization Test

During your naturalization interview, a USCIS officer will ask you questions about your application and background. You will also take an English and civics test unless you qualify for an exemption or waiver.

English Test

The English test has three components: reading, writing, and speaking. For the reading test, you must read one out of three sentences correctly to demonstrate an ability to read in English. There is a reading vocabulary list on page 28 with all the words found in the English reading portion of the naturalization test.

For the writing test, you must write one out of three sentences correctly to demonstrate an ability to write in English. There is a writing vocabulary list on page 31 with all the words found in the English writing portion of the naturalization test.

Your ability to speak English is determined by the USCIS officer based on your answers to questions normally asked during the naturalization interview.

Civics Test

The civics test covers important U.S. history and government topics. There are 100 civics questions on the naturalization test. During your naturalization interview, you will be asked up to 10 questions from the list of 100 questions. You must answer correctly 6 of the 10 questions to pass the civics test.

Retaking the Naturalization Test

You have two opportunities to take the English and civics tests per application. If you fail any portion of the test during your first interview, you will be retested on the portion of the test that you failed at a second interview. USCIS will schedule you to return to be retested between 60 and 90 days after the date of your initial interview.

Exceptions

Certain applicants, because of age and time as a permanent resident, are exempt from the English requirements for naturalization and may take the civics test in the language of their choice. For more information, visit www.uscis.gov/citizenship.




Study Materials
for the
Civics Portion
of the
Naturalization Test


[image: image]

Civics (History and Government) Questions for the Naturalization Test

The 100 civics (history and government) questions and answers for the naturalization test are listed on the following pages. The civics test is an oral test and the USCIS officer will ask you up to 10 of the 100 civics questions. You must answer 6 out of 10 questions correctly to pass the civics portion of the naturalization test.

Some answers may change because of elections or appointments. As you study for the test, make sure that you know the most current answers to these questions. Answer these questions with the name of the official who is serving at the time of your eligibility interview with USCIS. The USCIS officer will not accept an incorrect answer.

Although USCIS is aware that there may be additional correct answers to the 100 civics questions, you are encouraged to respond to the civics questions using the answers provided in this pocket study guide.

65/20 Civics Test Exemption

If you are 65 years old or older and have been a legal permanent resident of the United States for 20 or more years, you may study just the questions that have been marked with an asterisk (*).

American Government

A: Principles of American Democracy

1. What is the supreme law of the land?

• the Constitution

2. What does the Constitution do?

• sets up the government

• defines the government

• protects basic rights of Americans

3. The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution. What are these words?

• We the People

4. What is an amendment?

• a change (to the Constitution)

• an addition (to the Constitution)

5. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution?

• the Bill of Rights

6. What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment?*

• speech

• religion

• assembly

• press

• petition the government

7. How many amendments does the Constitution have?

• twenty-seven (27)

8. What did the Declaration of Independence do?

• announced our independence (from Great Britain)

• declared our independence (from Great Britain)

• said that the United States is free (from Great Britain)

9. What are two rights in the Declaration of Independence?

• life

• liberty

• pursuit of happiness

10. What is freedom of religion?

• You can practice any religion, or not practice a religion.

11. What is the economic system in the United States?*

• capitalist economy

• market economy

12. What is the “rule of law”?

• Everyone must follow the law.

• Leaders must obey the law.

• Government must obey the law.

• No one is above the law.

B: System of Government

13. Name one branch or part of the government.*

• Congress

• legislative

• President

• executive

• the courts

• judicial

14. What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful?

• checks and balances

• separation of powers

15. Who is in charge of the executive branch?

• the President

16. Who makes federal laws?

• Congress

• Senate and House (of Representatives)

• (U.S. or national) legislature

17. What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress?*

• the Senate and House (of Representatives)

18. How many U.S. Senators are there?

• one hundred (100)

19. We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years?

• six (6)

20. Who is one of your state’s U.S. Senators now?*

• Answers will vary. [District of Columbia residents and residents of U.S. territories should answer that D.C.(or the territory where the applicant lives) has no U.S. Senators.]

21. The House of Representatives has how many voting members?

• four hundred thirty-five (435)

22. We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years?

• two (2)

23. Name your U.S. Representative.

• Answers will vary. [Residents of territories with nonvoting Delegates or Resident Commissioners may provide the name of that Delegate or Commissioner. Also acceptable is any statement that the territory has no (voting) Representatives in Congress.]

24. Who does a U.S. Senator represent?

• all people of the state

25. Why do some states have more Representatives than other states?

• (because of) the state’s population

• (because) they have more people

• (because) some states have more people

26. We elect a President for how many years?

• four (4)

27. In what month do we vote for President?*

• November

28. What is the name of the President of the United States now?*

• Visit uscis.gov/citizenship/testupdates for the name of the President of the United States.

29. What is the name of the Vice President of the United States now?

• Visit uscis.gov/citizenship/testupdates for the name of the Vice President of the United States.

30. If the President can no longer serve, who becomes President?

• the Vice President

31. If both the President and the Vice President can no longer serve, who becomes President?

• the Speaker of the House

32. Who is the Commander in Chief of the military?

• the President

33. Who signs bills to become laws?

• the President

34. Who vetoes bills?

• the President

35. What does the President’s Cabinet do?

• advises the President

36. What are two Cabinet-level positions?

• Secretary of Agriculture

• Secretary of Commerce

• Secretary of Defense

• Secretary of Education

• Secretary of Energy

• Secretary of Health and Human Services

• Secretary of Homeland Security

• Secretary of Housing and Urban Development

• Secretary of the Interior

• Secretary of Labor

• Secretary of State
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