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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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Cast of Characters

Circe (SEER•see): A beautiful but vain enchantress who lives on an island

Hestia (HESS•tee•uh): A small, winged Greek goddess who helps Athena and her friends

Heracles (HAIR•uh•kleez): A strong boy with dark, curly hair who carries a big, bumpy club

Queen: Rightful ruler of the island, imprisoned by King Hephaestus

Hephaestus (heh•FESS•tuss): An evil king who lives under a mountain on an island

Owlie (OWL•ee): A talking owl in magical Mount Olympus

Yellow Wing: The Owlie who travels to the island to help Athena find and free Heracles

Oliver (AH•liv•er): Athena’s white puppy

Zeus (ZOOSS): Most powerful of the Greek gods, who lives in Sparkle City and can grant wishes
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“Too bad Circe wouldn’t come with us,” said Persephone. She and her friends, Athena, Aphrodite, and Artemis, had just left Circe the enchantress’s palace. They were on an island across the sea from magical Mount Olympus.

Athena had come from a faraway land. Magic had brought her to Mount Olympus where the other girls lived. During their first adventure together, a tiny flying goddess named Hestia had told them something amazing: They were all goddess girls!

Now Hestia had sent them and a boy named Heracles on a new quest: to rescue the queen of this island. An evil king named Hephaestus had captured the queen. She was trapped beneath the island’s huge mountain!

Persephone gazed at the tall purple mountain in the distance. She wasn’t sure how they’d be able to rescue the queen. But they would try.

“Yeah, Circe’s magic could help us rescue the queen,” said Aphrodite. “She could turn the evil king into a goose or something.”

At this, Artemis flapped her arms and made honking noises. Everyone laughed.

“The king’s magical powers are said to be fierce,” said Heracles. “My club will best him, though.” Swish! Swish! He swung his bumpy club in circles over his head. It was the size of a big baseball bat. He was about eight years old, the same age as the girls. And he was super strong.

“Hey, watch out!” said Athena, ducking his club just in time. A talking Owlie named Yellow Wing had been riding on her shoulder. It squawked and leaped out of the way.

Woof! Woof! barked Oliver. Athena’s little white dog had been trotting alongside her.

“Oops! Sorry!” Heracles told them.

“What about my arrows?” Artemis flipped her black braid from one shoulder to the other. She nodded toward the quiver of silver arrows slung across her back. “If we have to battle the king and his army, they’ll help too.”

“Yeah. Speaking of helpful…” Athena looked at Aphrodite. “We’d get to King Hephaestus’s mountain way faster if we had a chariot.”

Aphrodite’s blue eyes lit with excitement. “Ooh! Good idea!”

It really is! thought Persephone. But then Athena was super smart and full of bright ideas. Which was also helpful.

“Coo! Coo!” Aphrodite called to the sky. Right away a golden chariot pulled by beautiful white doves appeared overhead.

Persephone bent to sniff a red rose while they waited for the chariot to land. Mmm. She loved plants and flowers. In fact, she herself was part flower bush! Real leaves and flowers grew from her dress. And from her curly red hair, too, along with several four-leaf clovers.

Zeus had given her the clovers to bring her good luck. He was the most powerful of all the Greek gods. He lived in a zigzag thunderbolt tower in Sparkle City at the top of Mount Olympus!
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Plants and flowers loved Persephone just as much as she loved them. A touch of her fingers was enough to make them bloom more brightly. Sometimes they loved her a little too much, though. Once, some giant daisies had tried to capture her. They wanted to keep her as their friend forever!

Persephone ran to catch up with the others. She and Oliver were the last ones to leap into the chariot. The doves took flight, pulling it into the sky.

“Wait for me!” Yellow Wing called to the doves. He flapped off to join them.

The chariot circled over Circe’s palace. Persephone saw hills, woods, shore, and sea. And across the sea, Mount Olympus. They headed in the opposite direction, toward the island’s one mountain. Though tall and purple, it was much smaller than Mount Olympus. But far scarier. Because the evil King Hephaestus’s underground palace, er, prison, was there!

If only I had something that would help us on our quest or in battle, thought Persephone. Aphrodite had a chariot. Artemis, her bow and arrows. Heracles, his strength and club. And Athena had winged sandals that could fly her anywhere. For some reason they weren’t working right now, but Athena was also very clever. She could probably come up with a great plan to help with their rescue attempt. But flowers weren’t useful in a quest or in battle. So how could Persephone help?
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