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Chapter 1 Ellie’s Big Break


The last note of Ellie Mitchell’s song hung in the air, clear and strong. It echoed off the walls of the dark theater.

Ellie felt the glowing spotlight on her face. Inside her chest, the warm feeling was half relief and half pride.

Nailed it, she thought.

Ellie had always dreamed of singing on TV. And now here she was, trying out for a spot on the Santa Vista Singers show. One step closer to her dream!

Out of the silence, the three judges began to clap.

[image: Judges Leah, Jal, and Meera smile and clap proudly at Ellie’s audition, their faces glowing under the spotlight.]

“Great job, Ellie!” said Leah, one of the judges. “Such lovely high notes.”

Off to the side, a crew member behind a TV camera zoomed in on Leah, then on Ellie again.

Ellie stood up straighter. If she got a yes from the judges, this recording might end up on the next episode!

[image: A cameraman films Ellie’s performance with a large TV camera, zooming in as she sings with confidence.]

Jal, the judge sitting to Leah’s left, commented next.

[image: Jal gestures animatedly while Leah and Meera listen closely, giving feedback to Ellie’s singing performance.]

“I can tell you practiced a lot,” Jal said.

Two out of three judges liked her singing! Ellie’s mind started racing.

Which dress would she wear for her next performance? And how would she do her hair? Ellie couldn’t sing on TV in just anything!

Meera was the last judge to speak.

“Definitely very well done,” she said, nodding.

[image: Leah, with long hair and necklace, smiles warmly as she delivers her comments about Ellie’s audition.]

Ellie gasped. She had Meera’s approval!

Behind the judges’ table, Ellie saw her best friends, Liz, Marion, and Amy.

[image: Ellie holds the microphone with both hands, smiling brightly as she sings on stage in her sparkly dress.]

She flashed them a big, bright smile. She couldn’t wait to celebrate with them!

Except that Meera was not quite finished.

[image: Ellie stands confidently on stage, singing for the judges and audience seated below, awaiting their reactions.]

“Your singing is technically very good,” Meera went on. “But…”

Wait, thought Ellie. Why is there a but?

Leah jumped in and said, “I think we would have liked to see a little more oomph. Some more sparkle.”

[image: Ellie clutches the microphone sadly, her sparkly dress glowing as she stands under the spotlight after the judges’ decision.]

Ellie’s heart sank. She looked down at her dress, twinkling with all the sequins that Nana Gloria had sewn on.

She already had plenty of sparkle!

“You are very talented,” Jal said. “But we wanted to see a bit more heart. For now, it’s going to be a no from us.”

The warm spotlight now felt way too hot. Ellie’s throat tightened as she stifled a sob.

[image: Leah, Jal, and Meera each hold up scorecards marked with big Xs, rejecting Ellie’s audition despite her efforts.]

[image: Ellie runs off stage, clutching her microphone tightly, as the surprised judges watch her leave the audition.]

Ellie kept her eyes on the floor as she thanked the judges. Then she rushed off the stage.





[image: Ellie hugs her golden retriever Sam tightly, her eyes sad, while the dog wags its tail to comfort her.]
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Chapter 2 Friends to the Rescue


It’s a no from us.

The judges’ words rang in Ellie’s ears for the millionth time. She hugged her golden retriever, Sam, even closer.

It was a Friday, but her parents had let her stay home from school. Her dad had even made her favorite lasagna for lunch.

Still, every time Ellie thought of yesterday’s tryouts, she hid farther under the covers.

“Ellie!” her mom’s voice called. “Your friends are here!”

Ellie groaned and sat up in bed.

[image: Ellie sits in bed looking upset, while her friends Liz, Marion, and Amy rush into the room with smiles and energy.]

It was bad enough to get a no from the judges. But in front of her friends, too? That was even worse.

Ellie wasn’t sure she was ready to see them. But ready or not, her door swung open. Liz, Marion, and Amy rushed in.

[image: Ellie looks up with tears in her eyes, feeling crushed after the disappointment of her singing audition.]

“We missed you at school,” Amy said. She flopped onto the bed.

“We looked for you last night after the tryouts, too,” said Liz. “Where were you?”

“I went straight home,” Ellie mumbled. She blinked away tears.

“Oh, Ellie,” Marion sighed. “I’m sorry. You sounded great.”
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