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Preface


This small book has taken us a quarter of a century to research and write; not because the facts we present are at all complex, but rather the sheer scale and importance of what we have found has required us to consider a huge breadth of subjects. We did not set out to try and find the origins of life on Earth, let alone identify a clear and urgent message from the entity that created it. The hard facts unfolded to us by accident whilst we were involved in an entirely unrelated research project.


What we present here is unequivocal evidence that our planet and its moon were engineered as a highly sophisticated incubator, after which the Earth was seeded with DNA based bacteria of great complexity. This claim will seem incredible to many, who have been brought up to believe either in their religious scriptures or inaccurate science as explanations for the origin of our fertile world. We cannot debate with people who are driven by faith alone but we will surprise anyone who takes science seriously. On the way we quote many of the world’s leading thinkers and present checkable facts to demonstrate that the existence of intelligent life on Earth is no happy accident.


Leading scientists today are well aware that much of what is taught in our schools and broadcast through our media is plain wrong. The Falsification Principle, originally proposed by Karl Popper, is today considered a fundamental hallmark of science. It states that any theory has to be capable of being tested and potentially proven to be false for it to be considered scientific. The idea that living entities arrived as a result of a lightning strike hitting water containing a mix of dumb chemical elements is known to be wrong, and the often repeated origin of the Moon being down to a Mars sized planet hitting the Earth has been shown to be impossible. Yet these sorts of notions are hard to shift from our cultural myths.


Science moves forward by a process of elimination and refinement of inspired ideas from the Big Bang to evolution. Occasionally when new evidence comes to light, even well-embedded theories have to be refined or possibly ejected. But nature abhors a vacuum and until replacement theories have percolated down from our finest brains, there is a great deal of reluctance to jettison outdated thinking.


We humans generally need a storyline to which we can subscribe, and that is why many people believe our lives are the gift of deities, whilst others subscribe to the ‘happy accident of chemistry’ notion. But hard-nosed, atheist scientists have in recent times expressed a view that life on Earth is no accident. The much respected British Astronomer Royal, Sir Fred Hoyle, is on record as saying:


Rather than accept that the fantastically small probability of life having arisen through the blind forces of nature, it seemed better to suppose that the origin of life was a deliberate intellectual act. By “better” I mean less likely to be wrong.


Shortly afterwards the eminent philosopher, Professor Antony Flew, who was renowned for his lifelong opposition to religious belief and defence of science, said in his eighties that in the face of new evidence he had had to change his mind. He stated:


A super-intelligence is the only good explanation for the origins of life and the complexity of nature.


Antony Flew was a leading figure in the analytic and evidentialist schools of thought who wrote extensively on the philosophy of religion. He was a strong advocate of atheism, arguing that one should presuppose atheism until evidence suggesting a God surfaces. This brave and monumental volte-face was entirely scientific. Flew did not believe that this super-intelligence was some kind of deity, and he certainly did not change his mind on the futility of ideas such as prayer or life after death.


What we have found, largely by accident, is a deliberate and detailed message from the entity that Flew called “a super-intelligence”. Because it uses the language of mathematics it is readily falsifiable and therefore has to be described as scientific. The mathematics is very simple to follow and check, yet the unerring exactitude and repetition make this unmistakably a detailed message.


This message is not from some distant aliens or from a passing intergalactic spaceship but, we will demonstrate, from the intelligence so advanced that it engineered our planet and the Moon some 4.7 billion years ago, before seeding bacteria here. And this communication points very clearly at the greatest treasure of knowledge imaginable, that it has left for us to open and study.


We believe that this contact will transition humankind from its past infancy and its current adolescence into true species adulthood. We will be ready to grow into our new role of helping shape the universe. Please read the evidence we lay out here and make your voice heard in the demand that a team of top international experts are empowered to follow through on this — the most important project ever.






Chapter One


A New Dawn


When we published our book Who Built the Moon? in 2005 we were unsure what the reaction would be. At the time it seemed a distinct possibility that we would be attacked on all sides by astronomers and especially physicists for daring to point out that there is a whole range of evidence pointing to Earth’s Moon being an engineered object, a deliberately created structure that had been put in place over four billion years ago in order to help make the Earth a haven for life. We were fully braced to defend our findings, and since our hypothesis was based primarily on math we had ensured that our work had been checked carefully by some of the best mathematicians we could find. Anyone might disagree with what we were suggesting but we knew for a fact that we could not be criticised for mathematical inaccuracy.


The sales of the book went ahead and reviews started to roll in. From the moment the book appeared we began to receive an average of four and a half stars on Amazon from those who had bought and read the book, a situation that has continued up to the present day. On the rare occasions when someone raised a negative point it was usually self-evident from their comments that they had either not read the book at all or had misunderstood what we had written. Overwhelmingly the vast majority of readers considered our stance to be sensible and well presented.


What we did not receive was even the tiniest comment from those whose job it was to know about the nature of the solar system. When we did get any reaction from professionals it tended to come from those who had retired and who were not at the time still tied to universities or institutes. Such reactions tended to be very constructive, and this caused us to think about the overall situation. It did not take long for us to understand why our work was not criticised in any way by those at the leading edge of physics. What we were suggesting was very contentious and if accepted must instantly overturn the established and accepted explanation of the origins of the Earth and its Moon. The implications were colossal. Any expert who at the time was employed in academia would have been taking a massive gamble had he or she spoken out in defence of what we were suggesting. Even criticising our hypothesis, assuming they were inclined to do so, might be seen as ‘engaging with the enemy’ and so it was best for those who held chairs and who were comfortably ensconced and conscious of the need to preserve research grants to maintain an absolute silence on the subject.


Part of the remit of Who Built the Moon? was to list the many ways in which our planet was supported by the presence of such a large companion and to demonstrate what the Earth would have been like now if the Moon had not been present, or if it had been a much smaller body such as the moons of Mars for example. This was a subject that had hardly been mentioned previously, and judging by the reviews we received was a large part of the reason why the book was generally so well received.


All of this is not to suggest that our findings were ignored by people with influence, even if we did not get the credit for our observations. Almost as if a trigger had been pulled, astronomers suddenly began to make reference to the Moon and to its all-important role in nurturing life on Earth. This began within a short time after the publishing of the book, and made itself felt in the proliferation of television documentaries about the Moon and the bearing it had on the Earth that appeared at this time. The BBC website still contains educational videos that we are certain were written and produced as a direct result of Who Built the Moon? We know this because the production company consulted with us to create titles such as ‘Why the Moon is still such a mystery’ and ‘Why water is one of the weirdest things in the universe’. We cannot help but wonder how many more documentaries were produced without reference but still as a direct result of reading our book.


One individual who was amazed at the content of our book was the famous movie director Roland Emmerich, who is well regarded for movies such as Independence Day, White House Down, and a raft of others. We became aware of this when we came across a discussion on the upcoming movie called Moonfall on a review website called screenrant.com, which referred to an interview with Emmerich where he credits our book Who Built the Moon? as his inspiration, saying:


The book written by Christopher Knight and Alan Butler explores the mysteries of the moon through geometry, astrophysics, and history. Emmerich says reading this book gave him the idea that the moon is “built rather than natural.”


Prior to its release in early 2022 Emmerich gave a video interview regarding his new blockbuster movie, Moonfall. Here he states from the outset how the idea that the Moon was built had fascinated him and he decided to write and direct Moonfall, centred on the concept that the Moon was indeed an artificial object and that it had been placed in position by extraterrestrials to help make the Earth habitable.


So apparently captivated had Roland Emmerich been with our book that he had even written us, as the authors, into the script of his very expensive movie. The hero of the story, and the man who ultimately saves the Earth at the end of the movie, is a character who was referred to throughout the movie as KC Houseman. It was immediately obvious that the initials K and C are a reversal taken from Christopher Knight and the name Houseman is a direct synonym for the term ‘Butler’, from Alan Butler. To add to the reference to us, whilst everyone else in the movie is American, the hero of the story is British and speaks with a northern English accent; just as we both do. This of course made us smile and we took it as a sort of compliment from Roland Emmerich. To complete the reference to us he even chose an actor with a striking resemblance to Alan Butler.
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Left is KC Houseman in Moonfall and right Alan Butler in the same setting.


Moonfall is a typical Hollywood science fiction romp that takes our core idea to weird and wonderful lengths in the name of entertainment — but for us the reality of the Moon is far more amazing than any amount of impossible, imagined events.


We suspect that a great deal more significant than Moonfall in terms of a response to our book was the Dawn Space Mission that was launched by NASA in September of 2007 and which, there is good reason to believe, was turned from a shelved mission back into a reality because of information we put forward in Who Built the Moon?


Humans have been observing the other objects in our solar system, and of course also the vastness of space far from our own back yard for quite some time. Beyond naked eye observation, which has been taking place for as long as human beings have lifted their gaze from the ground, the first magnifying telescopes began to appear after the start of the 17th century, though these were low in power and offered little in the way of evidence of anything much further away than the Moon. So inadequate were these first telescopes that one early sky watcher, the genius Galileo, using a low powered instrument was of the opinion that what we now know as ringed Saturn was a planet with ‘handles’. Gradually the situation improved and by the time the first space probes left the Earth, humanity already knew a fair amount about the nature of some of our neighbours — and high powered telescopes, both optical and radio, were allowing us to look deep into the cosmos.


When local space flight became a possibility in the 1960s it was not long before scientists wanted to know more about the Moon and planets than could be assessed by way of even powerful Earth based telescopes, and within a short time the first probes were speeding through the blackness of space on epic journeys. The first long distance probe was named Voyager One and it commenced its incredible travels on September 5th, 1977. This remarkable craft made fly-bys of Jupiter, Saturn and Saturn’s largest moon Titan. Voyager One is still travelling and is now passing out of the solar system altogether. Unless something gets in its way it will continue to travel indefinitely.


The view that the Voyager missions had of some of the moons of the gas giants made Earth scientists hungry to know more. Although the planets themselves are of tremendous interest, these days it is the moons of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune that fascinate Earth based scientists the most. This is partly because these moons offer such a variety of different environments, and now that humanity is beginning to understand from some of the remoter and less hospitable parts of our own planet that life is incredibly adaptable, the search is on to see if it has managed to gain a foothold on some of the alien little worlds that are spinning around the gas giants, so far away from us. Sadly, in our opinion the results are likely to lead to disappointment.


The more humanity learns about these alien moons, the more it wishes to know, and so in addition to focusing on much nearer companions such as Venus or Mars, frequent missions are being sent much further — taking years to reach their targets and eventually sending back information that is often as puzzling as it is fascinating.


Jupiter has an estimated 79 moons! Many of these are extremely small but there are also bigger and particularly interesting examples, whilst the moon count for Saturn is now 150, and the number in both cases is growing all the time. Many of these moons have potential as places where life might have managed to gain a precarious hold and as a result scientists here on Earth would love to visit them all. Sadly, both time and cost prevent more than a very few deep space probes being sent to these far reaches of the solar system, and the list of destinations where physicists and astronomers would wish to send exploratory craft is always going to be far greater than practicality or economies can manage.


This being the case, it remains something of a mystery why, in the years running up to 2005, it was decided to send a space probe to the humble asteroid belt — specifically to look at the asteroids Vesta and Ceres. The asteroid belt is aptly named because it is simply a belt of rocky debris that maintains an orbit around the Sun between Mars and Jupiter. The Dawn craft was designed to look at the two largest members of the asteroid family. At first impression it seems strange that so many millions of dollars should be expended on achieving a better understanding of what are, in the case of Vesta, a large piece of uninspiring rock, and Ceres, a diminutive world, with only just enough mass to hold itself together as a sphere.


When quizzed as to the purpose of the Dawn mission, which by the time it was complete cost an estimated half a billion dollars, NASA stated that its purpose was to look at the boundaries of the rocky inner planets and the gas giants, and to allow us to better understand the origin and evolution of the solar system. How disappointed some of those at NASA must have been by the prospect of this particular mission when they were champing at the bit to know more about the moons of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune — or even about the gas giants themselves. NASA stated that the name of the project, ‘Dawn’, had been chosen because the mission hoped to learn more about the dawn of the solar system. As a result of all we have learned since we began to look at the Dawn mission, we are not remotely convinced by either NASA’s stated reasons for instigating the project or the explanation of its chosen name. Although the idea of such a mission was first mooted before Who Built the Moon? was published in 2005, it was put aside but then suddenly and unexpectedly revived. It seems entirely possible that our findings were a contributing factor in the decision to bring the Dawn mission out of mothballs rather quickly.


A great deal had already been ascertained about the asteroid belt long before Dawn was launched on September 27th, 2007. The asteroid belt certainly contains hundreds of thousands of rocks, perhaps many more than a million in total. Many of these are extremely small but some are sizeable. The biggest of the rocky asteroids in the belt is Vesta, which has an irregular shape described as an oblate spheroid, with a mean diameter of 525 kilometres. Vesta was first described in 1807 by the German astronomer Heinrich Willhelm Matthias Olbers who named it after the Roman goddess of hearth and home.


Even before the Dawn spacecraft arrived at Vesta in July of 2011, there was no real mystery surrounding this misshapen asteroid. Around two billion years ago and again about one billion years ago, Vesta was involved in a couple of collisions with other asteroid rocks that detached sizeable parts of it. Many of these displaced fragments were catapulted into space, and some of them found their way to the Earth, where we call them howardite, eucrite or diogenite meteorites. These fragments have proved to be an invaluable source of evidence regarding the nature and make-up of Vesta and the rocky members of the asteroid belt generally, which is probably not surprising when it is realised that there are at least 1200 pieces of Vesta on Earth and available for study.


The Dawn probe went into orbit around Vesta on July 16th, 2011, and although its reasons for being there might be considered as ‘tenuous’ there is no doubting the massive achievement of sending the ion driven spacecraft on such an epic journey and then being able to establish an orbit around an object that is 170 million kilometres away.


Vesta was studied in detail by the equipment aboard Dawn — a spacecraft not much bigger than a motorcycle, for just over a year, and then on September 5th, 2012, it departed Vesta and began its flight to the much more potentially interesting minor planet Ceres. The change of location went without a hitch and on March 6th, 2015, Dawn dropped into orbit around the first minor planet that had been examined close-up.


There can surely be no doubt that the time spent by Dawn at Vesta, though useful, was actually little more than a practice for what was to follow. Vesta did not turn out to be anything other than was expected, which, considering that large chunks of it had been studied for so long at first hand, was not entirely surprising. But the spherical planet Ceres was a different matter altogether. Even so, the most interesting aspect of Ceres lay in trying to understand why it exists at all and in particular the reason for it being in such a strange location.


By the standards of objects in the solar system Ceres is fairly diminutive in size, but it is still big enough to contain at least one quarter of all the mass to be found in the entire asteroid belt. Because of where it is, Ceres itself was originally often referred to as an asteroid but by almost any definition this is entirely the wrong name for this strange little world. Asteroids come in many different forms but in the main they tend to be rocky — usually solid rock. They may be formed from complex compounds, and when it comes to understanding how and when the solar system came into existence they are indeed interesting. Space is filled with all manner of debris, some of which are parts of asteroids that have been smashed in impacts with their companions and knocked off course. When these objects cross the path of the Earth, some of them are captured by Earth’s gravity and are pulled to the ground, as was the case with the Vesta examples. At this point of entry to our atmosphere they are described as meteorites. The vast majority of this sort of debris burns up before it impacts the planet’s surface, but some survive the heat generated by friction, and there are teams of people in various parts of the world whose entire careers are spent seeking out fallen meteorites that can be examined and classified.


Any one of the thousands of asteroids in the asteroid belt could one day be thrown off course, smashed to pieces and eventually end up as meteor showers that enliven our night skies but Ceres is different altogether than any asteroid, and orbiting where it does, it is so alien in comparison with its companions that it seems like the proverbial ‘lonely little petunia in an onion patch’.


It appears that a large percentage of the interest NASA had in Ceres lay in trying to understand how something so different ended up where it is. The components of which it is made could not have come from the part of space in which it now orbits, if it is a considered a natural object. For this reason Ceres has often been thought of as an interloper; a rogue body that must have somehow become detached from its initial orbit — somewhere much further out in space, which then just happened to take up residence in the asteroid belt at some point in the distant past. This once seemed to be the only rational explanation for Ceres’ presence, and in order to establish whether or not it was the case, it was important to discover exactly what kind of world Ceres is and to establish the elements from which it is made.


Even prior to the Dawn mission, Ceres had been extensively studied. It is possible, using the latest technology, to ascertain a great deal more about other worlds than one might expect in the case of such distant objects. To discover what they are made of, astronomers rely on what is known as spectroscopy. This works by spreading out the light given off or reflected from an object and then studying the wavelengths of that light. Every element with which we are familiar has its own, distinctive fingerprint in terms of light. Using a fairly complex process it is therefore possible to identify the components of even a very remote object. This process is possible, even with extremely distant stars, and although Ceres is a tiny object it is not massively distant in relative terms — so working out the chemicals that went into its make-up is fascinating but not incredible by modern standards. Of course it is always more advantageous to study any object in space at first hand, which is why spacecraft such as Dawn are so important, but it is unlikely that the experts at NASA discovered much about the composition, mass or orbit of Ceres that they did not already know.


Ceres most probably has a small, perhaps rocky core, but the vast majority of the little world is made up of water ice, clays, and chemicals such as ammonia. Ceres is very light in terms of its mass and this is due in the main to the fact that so much water has gone into its composition. It has been suggested that up to 200 million cubic kilometres of water could be held in Ceres’ mantle, and if so, this would mean that as tiny as Ceres is, it has more water than the entire Earth!


Ceres does have some very unusual features such as its cryovolcanoes, which are volcanoes that throw out water vapour rather than super-hot magma that we see on rocky planets like our own. This process is often referred to as ‘outgassing’ and is something that is typical of comets. More elevated regions on the surface of Ceres may be due to previous episodes of cryovolcanic activity, and Ceres also sports a number of craters as a result of impacts — though probably not as many as had been expected. The reason for this is because of the nature of Ceres’ composition. Ceres seems to have the ability to quite quickly swallow objects that strike it — and to even eventually eradicate any crater that may have been formed by the impact.


One aspect of Ceres that Earth-bound scientists were keen to take a look at from a closer perspective than was possible from Earth was a series of very bright patches on the surface of the minor planet, that have appeared only very recently indeed. So bright are these new patches when the Sun is shining on Ceres that they had been observable through telescopes for some time prior to the Dawn mission. It was eventually announced that these very bright patches are related to the presence of ‘salts’ that have leeched out from the below the surface of Ceres. The patches most likely contain hydrated magnesium sulphate, and they could have some relationship with ammonia rich clays which form part of the surface of this intriguing little world.


The Dawn spacecraft arrived at Ceres on March 6th, 2015. It was put through a series of different manoeuvres in the months that followed, and its orbit was modified in order to achieve alternative objectives. By June of 2016 Dawn was still behaving well and offering useful information, and it was mooted that the craft might be sent on a further journey in order to take a look at another asteroid in the belt. This request was somewhat mysteriously refused by those in charge of the mission, and so Dawn began an extended stay in its orbit of Ceres. This continued until June 20th, 2017, at which time the mission officially came to an end. During this time Dawn orbited Ceres time and again, making Ceres one of the objects most ‘studied’ by any visiting spacecraft from the Earth. Exactly ‘why’ NASA chose to search the surface of Ceres so diligently and for so long might have seemed something of a mystery to most — but did not seem quite so puzzling to us. The spacecraft remained in orbit and also in contact with mission control until, reportedly, on October 31st, 2018, at which time it was suggested that it had run out of hydrazine propellant and as a result it supposedly lost contact with Earth. According to NASA, Dawn will continue to orbit Ceres for at least twenty years beyond 2018, until its orbit finally decays. In the meantime it has become, in the words of NASA, a “monument”. If this is indeed a suitable name for what Dawn has become, it has the unique distinction in our estimation of being ‘a monument upon a monument’.


The Dawn of a New Mindset at NASA


The Dawn Mission was considered a success for NASA — but that success was so pivotal it appears to have changed the Administration’s entire weltanschauung regarding extraterrestrials. Previously they had been somewhat coy about discussing the possible existence of alien activity in our vicinity; yet just weeks before Dawn officially stopped transmitting, that changed. On 31st October 2018, NASA announced that it was, “Taking a new look at searching for life beyond Earth”. It organised a workshop on the subject of ‘Technosignatures’ described as “any measurable property or effect that provides scientific evidence of past or present technology beyond Earth”. Its stated aims included the question:


What new surveys, new instruments, technology development, new data-mining algorithms, new theory and modelling, etc, would be important for future advances in the field?


Dear NASA, We can help you with a fully formed and evidenced theory for the biggest ‘technosignature’ imaginable.
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