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Chapter 1One Wrong Move


It was Ellie Mitchell’s favorite day of the week: Wednesday, which was drama club day at school. And this was an extra-special one. They were about to run a dress rehearsal for their play, Amazing Animal Acts. Ellie had been cast as Cat. She would be onstage in her costume for the very first time!

Ellie adored her costume. She and her mom had made it together. They started with an orange unitard. Then they added brown ruffles and furry trim.
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But the best part was the long, springy cat tail. It bobbed and bounced when Ellie leaped and jumped.

My tail will really help me get into character, Ellie thought.

Inside the auditorium, Mrs. Jameson, the drama teacher, called all the actors over.

“Only one week until opening night,” Mrs. Jameson said excitedly. “So we’re going to run the whole show today. But first I want to make one change to Cat’s big dance number.”
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Cat! That’s me! thought Ellie.

“Ellie, I’ve added another cat dancer,” said Mrs. Jameson.

Ellie’s shoulders drooped. That number was her big moment in the play!

Mrs. Jameson explained what she had in mind. With two dancers, they could add a few partner moves. The dance would be a little bit longer. And there could be a big swing dance finish. It would make the dance twice as exciting.
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Ellie smiled. She was willing to give it a try!

Mrs. Jameson said that Ellie’s costar would be Paul, another second grader.

“We’ll get you a cat costume, Paul,” Mrs. Jameson said. “For now, let’s run through the dance.”

She showed Ellie and Paul the moves. They were swing dance steps: rock steps, triple steps, swingouts, and side-by-side moves. Mrs. Jameson demonstrated. Then Ellie and Paul gave it a try.

“Great!” Mrs. Jameson said. “Just one more.”

The last move was called an underarm turn. Holding Ellie’s hand, Paul lifted his arm. Ellie twirled underneath. Then Paul let go of her hand and Ellie spun away.

“Let’s see that one more time,” Mrs. Jameson said.
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Paul lifted his arm. Ellie twirled underneath—once… twice… Then suddenly there was a loud rip!

“Oh no!” Ellie cried.

She turned to see the back of her unitard. Paul was stepping on her cat tail! Luckily, the tail was still attached, but only by a thread.
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Ellie looked up at Paul. He took a step back.
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“Aren’t you going to apologize?” she asked impatiently.

“What do you mean?” Paul replied. “It was an accident.”

Ellie knew that. But… her beautiful costume! Paul wasn’t going to say he was sorry? She crossed her arms and stared at him.

Suddenly, Paul’s face turned very red.

“I said I didn’t mean to!” he cried. Then he ran off the stage and out of the auditorium without looking back.
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Mrs. Jameson had said adding Paul would make the dance twice as exciting… not twice as hard!
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Chapter 2New Cat in Town


Ellie was still feeling annoyed at the end of rehearsal. But she was too rushed to do anything about it. She had to meet up with Liz, Amy, and Marion at the Critter Club. That was the animal rescue shelter the friends had started together.
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