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Introduction


Watching a fly caster in action, you are struck by the grace of the line unfurling and the fly falling to the surface of the stream, but it looks difficult. Walking through a well-stocked fly shop, you are bewildered by the number of flies on display. Does each pattern imitate a different insect? How do you tell which ones the fish are feeding on? Who could know all this? In fact, many fishermen are so daunted by fly fishing they never attempt it. It just seems too much to learn.


The truth is, fly fishing is indeed one of the most absorbing outdoor sports in the world. More has been written about it than any other form of fishing, and you can go on learning about fly fishing for the rest of your life, investigating the subtleties of casting, presenting the fly, and the fine points of entomology.


Don’t be intimidated. Getting started does involve an inter-locking set of skills and knowledge about gear, knot tying, casting, fly selection, water reading, and tactics. But the idea behind this book is that out of that vast body of knowledge and skills, only certain ones are essential to launch yourself—to be able to pick up a fly rod, go to a stream, and catch some fish.


The first thing you need is a clear guide to essential gear and how to decide which outfit is right for you. Then you need to know how to tie a few knots and rig your outfit. After that, you can begin casting, which is the most difficult skill, but one that is eminently learnable, especially at the side of Lefty Kreh. After reading the first three chapters of this book, you should be ready to start fishing.


The last three chapters of the book are about fishing, with the focus on trout, the original and still the most popular type of fly fishing. Chapter 4 presents a practical overview of aquatic insects and trout-fly types, along with a guide to time-tested patterns in each category: dry flies, wet flies, nymphs, streamers, and terrestrials. Chapter 5 gives the beginner a coherent approach to finding and stalking trout, along with specific strategies for using all the fly types discussed in Chapter 4. Chapter 6 is an introduction to flies and tactics for bass and pike.


The goal of this book is not to oversimplify or dumb down a complex sport, but rather to distill the essential facts and skills from the vast amount available and get you out on the water as a competent fly fisher.














1
Gear
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Flipping through a fly-fishing catalog, you could get the impression that this is a sport for the rich. A rod can cost $500, a reel $250, fly line $60. And then there are the breathable waders, aluminum fly boxes, Gore-Tex vests, not to mention leaders and flies. And if you delight in finely made tools and gadgets, on your first trip to a fly shop you’ll think you’ve died and gone to heaven.


But if you want to learn fly fishing on a budget, relax. Only two pieces of fly-fishing equipment are necessarily costly: the rod and the line. And the rod can last a lifetime, the line several years. All the rest is a matter of comfort, status, and fun.


OUTFIT WEIGHT


Making sense of fly-fishing gear begins with an understanding of outfit weights. Very generally, the size of the outfit (rod, reel, and line) reflects the sizes of the flies, the fish, and the water. The lightest outfits are for casting tiny flies for small fish on small trout streams, whereas the heaviest outfits are for making long casts with big flies for big fish on big water.


You’ll notice that fly-fishing outfits come in numbered sizes, 1 through 15, rather than in the more general designations of light, medium, and heavy, as in spinning and casting gear. This more precise system is necessary in fly fishing because, in order for an outfit to cast a fly effectively, the weight of the fly line must be closely matched to the weight of the rod. If the line is too light, the rod won’t flex enough to generate power. Conversely, if the line is too heavy, the rod will flex too much, and you will lose control of the cast. Reels also come in numbered weights, and though matching the reel and rod is not as crucial to casting as matching the rod and line, the right weight reel will make the outfit feel balanced.




[image: Above: Short rods are handy on small streams where long casts aren’t required and tight quarters make long rods unwieldy.]






[image: Right: Surf fishermen need long rods to make long casts with big flies, often in windy conditions, as in this scene from the coast of Argentina.]




Weights 4 through 8 are those most commonly used for freshwater fishing, whereas weights 9 through 12 are primarily for saltwater or large freshwater gamefish such as pike and muskie. Weights 1 through 3 are ultra-light outfits, and weights above 12 are not really for casting but for trolling flies for large saltwater fish.


What Outfit Weight Should You Buy First?


When buying your first complete outfit, choose the weight best suited to your home water and the style of fishing you’ll be doing most. Avoid trying to find an all-around outfit, one that will be good for several types of fishing; there is no such thing. Having the optimal equipment for the situation is especially important for beginners, as it will help you learn to cast and handle the fly more quickly and start catching fish. The whole experience will be more satisfying and less frustrating. You can always add new outfits as needs arise.




[image: Outfit Weights and Uses Weight Use 1, 2, 3 Ultralight trout; #18–28 flies; small, windless streams 4 Light trout; #12–20 flies; small and medium-size streams 5, 6 Medium trout; #6–18 flies; medium-size streams 7, 8 Bass or heavy trout; light salt water 9, 10, 11, 12 Heavy salt water]






[image: These three outfits—2-weight, 5-weight, and 10-weight—represent the range in fly-fishing gear, from ultralight trout to heavy salt water.]




So first consider which stream, lake, or coastline you’ll be fishing the most, and then find out which weight most fly fishers use there. Your local fly shop and the regional chapter of a fly-fishing association are good places to ask these questions.


ROD


Devote the largest percentage of your budget to the rod. You can become an expert fly caster using an inexpensive reel or cheap waders, but a good rod is the piece of equipment that makes the most difference in how quickly and how well you learn to cast.


Rod Material


Graphite is overwhelmingly the best choice for fly rod material today. Graphite is pure carbon in its crystalline form. Material made from graphite fibers was first developed by the military in the 1960s to replace metal in applications such as aircraft design, where strength, hardness, and light weight were key features. Graphite has since become the material of choice in sporting equipment, including tennis rackets, skis, golf clubs, and fishing rods.


The first fly rods were made of wood, but they were heavy and lacked the quick action that’s best for fly casting. In the mid-1800s, craftsmen began making rods of bamboo strips glued together to form a hexagonal shaft, a technique perfected by Hiram Leonard and Edward Payne in the 1870s. Until the late twentieth century, the best fly rods were bamboo, and some purists and veteran fly casters still prefer them for their feel and craftsmanship. However, good bamboo rods are very costly, are slightly heavier than graphite, require more practice to master, and offer no concrete advantages, with the possible exception of the ability to present a dry fly more delicately in the hands of an expert.


Fiberglass was the first synthetic fiber to be used with any success in fishing rods. It first appeared in fly rods in the 1950s, and the technology and manufacturing processes have improved greatly—in fact, they became the model for the processes used in making graphite rods. The only advantages of fiberglass rods over graphite are price and durability, but they lack the quick action and light weight of graphite rods.




[image: Four-piece pack rods, like this Reign model from St. Croix, have become very popular, as they can be stowed in a 30-inch tube for carrying ease. Modern ferrules are so lightweight, strong, and precisely engineered that the action of a four-piece rod is virtually the same as that of a traditional two-piece rod.]




In some top-of-the-line rods, boron is combined with graphite to produce a light, strong composite with a very fast action. Boron, which is extracted from the mineral borax, is too costly and difficult to work with to justify the slight advantage in weight and action it offers over graphite, so few manufacturers use it in their rods.


All graphite rods are not created equal, as you might guess from the fact that they range in price from $50 to $650. This disparity reflects the wide range not only in the quality of the material but also in the complexity of the design and manufacturing process. A $50 rod may be part graphite, part fiberglass and have sloppy action that makes basic casting a chore and precise casting impossible. Each rod manufacturer has proprietary materials, processes, and design specifications. A good rod is a combination of excellent materials and craftsmanship, and most brands have slightly different characteristics. In short, rod making is an art.


Rod Guides


Fly-rod guides are important. In studying catalog descriptions of fly rods, you’ll see that most manufacturers mention them, and here’s why. Their function is to keep the line shooting straight out along the rod during casts, not wasting energy by flapping around in other directions. Thus fly rods have more guides per foot than other types of rods. A typical 9-foot fly rod has eleven guides.




[image: The stripping guide and tip-top guides of a fly rod are typically ring type, whereas all the guides in between are snake guides.]




The guides at either end of the rod have special functions. The one at the bottom, called the stripping guide, receives extra friction because the line is pulled against it at an angle when you strip in line retrieving a fly and when you let out line while casting. The stripping guide on a good fly rod is lined with a hard material such as aluminum oxide, silicon carbide, titanium oxide, or ceramic. The guide at the top of the rod, called the tip-top, likewise receives more wear because of the angle of the line going out and coming in, but this guide must be very light so as not to affect the action of the rod tip. The tip-top typically is made of chrome-plated stainless steel. Its shape is also important, in that it must allow the fly line to run smoothly through without binding or catching.


Because fly rods are long and light and require so many guides, the middle guides should be lightweight. The snake guide, a thin spiral of stainless steel, is the preferred design for all the guides between the stripping guide and the tip-top. Snake guides add little weight—about half that of a ceramic guide—and thus do not impair the rod’s action.


If you are considering a used rod, always inspect the guides—particularly the stripping guide and tiptop—for nicks or abrasion.


Grip


Fly-rod grips are almost always made of cork and come in a variety of shapes. You may find a particular shape more comfortable than another, but this is purely a matter of preference. Many medium to heavy rods (6–weight and up) are equipped with a fighting butt, a padded ball that can be held against your stomach when playing the fish.




[image: A cigar-shaped grip with the reel seat at the base (left) is the most common style for rods up to 6-weight. Rods 8-weight and heavier typically have a Wells grip (flared at the top) and an extended butt section beneath the reel seat called a fighting butt. Both of the reel seats shown here are up-locking: the reel’s forward foot fits into a lip at the base of the cork grip, and the reel is pushed forward (up) by rotating a ring at the base of the reel.]




Reel Seat


The reel seat is the section of the handle to which the reel is attached. Its only function is to hold the reel securely to the rod. In most cases, it consists of a metal sleeve on which the reel sits and a locking mechanism to keep the reel securely fastened. On some expensive rods, where each piece of hardware is an aesthetic element, the reel seat may be made of an exotic hardwood or jewelry-grade nickel silver. But anodized aluminum does the job just as well.


Most reel seats today are the up-locking type, where the front foot of the reel fits into a slot underneath the grip, and a threaded ring is screwed up over the rear foot, pushing the reel up and snugly into place. The only differences in a down-locking seat are that the fixed slot is positioned at the bottom of the rod and the tightening screw is at the top of the reel seat.


Some light rods have sliding-ring seats, an old and very simple design in which a ring slides over each foot of the reel, holding the reel to the cork grip by friction. In a modified version, one foot of the reel slips into a hood at the top of the handle, and the other foot is fastened by sliding the ring onto it. Although sliding-ring systems look insecure, they actually work fine on 4-weight and lighter outfits and have the advantage of adding almost no weight to the rod.


Rod Length


Fly rods are longer than other types of rods, because in fly fishing the rod is more involved in the cast than in spinning or bait casting, where the weight of the lure pulls out the line. The typical spinning or casting rod is 6 or 6½ feet long, whereas most fly rods are between 8 and 9 feet long. In general, a longer rod is desirable in fly casting, because it provides a longer lever with which to keep the line in the air, waving back and forth over your head as you pay out line to reach your target. A longer rod is also an advantage when you need to pick up or reposition line already lying on the water, such as when you roll cast or lift a fly that’s drifted past one fish and flick it toward another. This move is unique to fly fishing; with a spinning or casting rod, you have to reel in your line and cast again.


Shorter or longer fly rods are also available. Rods as short as 6 feet are made for casting tiny flies on 1-weight line and as long as 10 feet for 12-weight line and big saltwater gamefish. Two-handed rods may reach 15 feet. Other factors being equal, a longer rod will make longer, more efficient casts than a shorter rod.


Rods between 8 and 9 feet suit most fishing situations, however, and this is certainly the best range for learning to cast. Which length you should buy depends on your home water and your own size and comfort. If your home water is a small stream flowing through a brushy or heavily wooded valley, an 8-foot rod may be easier to handle because it is less likely to hit overhanging branches and brush on backcasts, and on such water, you probably won’t need the extra distance of a longer rod anyway. You might even try a 7½-footer if casting conditions are really tight. However, if your stream is more open—if it flows through meadowland and is subject to wind—you would be better off with a 9-foot rod for the added distance and power. Also, most instructors recommend a 9-foot rod as the best length for learning to cast.


Action


A fishing rod’s action is the way it flexes under tension. A rod flexes when you cast and retrieve a fly, and also when you play a fish. Good fly rods have what is called a progressive taper: The tip is the most flexible, the midsection less so, and the butt section quite stiff.




[image: image]




Stiffer rods are said to have fast action because the tip snaps back to its original position very quickly after the power stroke of a cast or the pull of a fish. More limber rods are said to have slow action because they bend more easily when stressed and also bend farther down into the midsection of the blank, recovering more slowly.


In fly rods, more than any other type of fishing rod, the action is crucial to the cast. A rod that is too stiff for the line will not generate much line speed because it won’t have any whip to it, and a too-stiff, too-fast tip will not give the angler enough feel or control over presentation of the fly. A rod that is too limber, however, doesn’t have enough backbone to lift and propel the line. Of the various rod materials, fiberglass is the slowest, bamboo next, then graphite, with boron the fastest.


In choosing a fly-rod action, the trade-off is between the high line speed and greater distance attainable with ultrafast actions and the more precise control and casting ease of a slightly slower action. Experience, skill, type of fishing, and personal preference all are factors in choosing the action that is best for you, but a medium or medium-fast action is best for most situations and certainly the best for learning to cast.


Rod Recommendation


For your first outfit, buy an 8½- or 9-foot, medium-fast graphite rod from an established fly-rod maker in the weight most suited to your home water or type of fishing. Light- and middle-weight outfits—4-, 5-, or 6-weight—are easiest to master. Most established makers, including Sage, Loomis, and St. Croix, to name a few, make entry-level fly rods for between $100 and $200, and a few companies, such as Temple Fork Outfitters and Diamondback, specialize in rods of this price range. Another option is the store brand of one of the giant outdoor-sports retailers, Cabela’s or Bass Pro Shops. Both have a line of fly-fishing equipment aimed at first-time or budget-minded buyers.


A midpriced rod may work just as well as an expensive one. In fact, it may be built from the same blank as a $500 rod, the only difference being the type of materials in the hardware and fittings. Choose wisely and you’ll get a rod you’ll have for the rest of your life, one that may even become a favorite in your final collection.


Do not buy a rod from a company that does not specialize in fly-fishing equipment, and avoid packaged starter outfits with rod, reel, and line for under $100, often sold at large sporting-goods retailers or in the fishing department of Wal-Mart. You may find a decent rod for $100, but not a whole outfit.


FLY LINE


The line is more essential to the cast in fly fishing than in spinning and bait casting, where the weight of the lure pulls out the line. In fly casting, the line itself is cast, and the nearly weightless fly just goes along for the ride. Therefore, fly line must be heavy enough to be propelled by the rod’s casting motion alone. Also, the line’s weight must be distributed along its length in a tapered profile so that the line shoots forward when cast and does not collapse in a heap when the rod stops in its forward position.


The first effective fly lines were made of silk and had to be dried and treated between fishing trips to restore their buoyancy. Modern lines are made of unsinkable polymers that can be molded into precise tapers and require just a quick cleaning between uses to keep them at peak performance. Do not balk at the expense of good fly line. It’s absolutely worth the money and will last for many years.


Fly-Line Tapers


Most fly lines are thicker in the forward section, called the belly, to make them cast easier and farther. Level line is still available for trolling, but it is the worst choice for casting.


Weight-Forward. The weight-forward (WF) taper is the best for most fishing situations and also the easiest to learn how to cast. The first 30 feet of a WF line are thick, except for the very tip, where the fly line connects to the leader, and the back 60 feet are thin, level line.


Double-Taper. Before weight-forward lines were developed, the double-taper (DT) was the most popular, and many trout fishermen still prefer this design because they feel it gives them more control, particularly in mending line and roll casting. Double-taper lines also have an economical advantage: Because of their symmetrical design, when you wear out the forward section, you can reverse the line on your reel.


Specialty Tapers. Bass bug tapers were the first in the family of modified weight-forward lines that have a shorter, thicker belly than a conventional WF line. Designed to make long casts with large flies in windy conditions, they are sometimes called saltwater tapers. Many species-specific varieties are now on the market, including those for pike, bonefish, and tarpon. Whatever they are called, these lines all operate on the principle that a heavy, short front section will drive a big fly more effectively than a conventional line.




[image: Fly-line coding is standard among manufacturers. The label on the box indicates the line’s taper, weight, and floating-sinking type, in that order. Thus, WF-5-F designates a weight-forward, 5-weight, floating line.]




Floating and Sinking Lines


A floating line (F) is by far the easiest and, in most situations, the best type to use. Don’t even consider anything else for your first line. Even when fishing underwater flies, such as nymphs, wet flies, and streamers, in most cases there is no need for the line to sink because the leader will sink far enough to get the fly down to the fish. And besides, you want the line to float. When making a new cast, you have to lift the line, usually twenty feet or more, off the water. If the line is underwater, you have to retrieve most of it before starting the next cast. If, on the other hand, the line is floating high on the surface, you can quickly and easily lift it by raising your rod. Yet another reason for using floating line is that it is easier to cast because it is less dense than sinking line and thus also “floats” in the air more readily than sinking line.


However, there are situations when you need a sinking line, namely, when the fish are deeper than the leader and fly will sink by themselves. This can occur in lakes, rivers, or any moving water where the current is fast enough to prevent a fly from getting down to the fish. The faster the current, the more weight is needed to get a fly down.


Unless the fish are very deep, a sinking-tip line is the best choice because it retains most of the casting and handling ease of a floating line. Only the front portion of such a line sinks and the rest floats, hence the code F/S for floating/sinking. The length of the sinking tip and the sink rate in IPS (inches per second) are given on the box. Sinking-tip lines are designated as Type I through VI; the higher the number, the greater the sink rate.




[image: image]




Other sinking lines available are full-sinking (S), for situations where the fish are very deep, and intermediate (I), which sink just below the surface.


Line Coding


Tapers:


WF (weight-forward); DT (double-taper);


L (level); ST (shooting taper)


Line types:


F (floating); S (sinking);


F/S (floating/sinking); I (intermediate)


Example:


WF-5-F = weight-forward, 5-weight, floating line


Line Color


Why do fly lines come in such gaudy colors—lime green, bright yellow, pink? Simply to make them more visible to the angler. The fish don’t care. In fact, some experts doubt that fish can discern colors at all, especially when the object is above them, backlit, and perceivable only in silhouette. Furthermore, the fly line is separated from the fly by 7 to 10 feet of thin, clear leader, so the fish can’t connect it visually to the line.


For you, however, tracking the line will become second nature. You’ll watch your casting loops in the air to diagnose the tempo of your stroke. You’ll watch the head of the line just before it lands to make last-minute adjustments toward your target. You’ll watch the line’s curvature as it drifts to see if you need to mend line to prevent drag on the fly. And when nymph fishing, you’ll watch the line for the slightest upstream twitch that may be the only clue a trout has picked up your fly.


So pick a color that’s easy for you to see on the water where you fish.


Cleaning Line


Modern fly lines are well-nigh indestructible and, unlike their predecessors, do not need to be treated or dried to maintain their buoyancy. They do get dirty, however. As you fish, the line picks up grit and algae from the water, particles from backcasts that hit land or vegetation, and dirt and sand from loops that lie on the ground when you stop to tie on a new fly. It also picks up grease and dirt from your hands. A clean line slides through rod guides more easily, giving you longer casts with less effort, and it also floats higher. You’ll be pleasantly surprised at the difference.


To clean your line, use the cleaning pad provided with some lines or a piece of cloth wet with line cleaner from a bottle. With one hand, pinch the line just above the reel with the pad or cloth, and with the other hand, grab the line above. Strip about thirty feet off the reel, pulling it through the pad or rag and making sure that the loose line falls on a relatively clean surface, such as the floor of your house, the bottom of the boat, or the surface of a stream.




[image: Fly-line cleaner improves the performance of your line. A clean line shoots through rod guides more smoothly and also floats higher in the water.]






[image: Squeeze a small amount of cleaner onto a soft piece of cloth. Whenever you clean your line, whether at home or on the stream, stand on a surface that is free of dirt, sand, or other particles that might stick to the line when it falls to the ground.]






[image: Pinching the cloth firmly around the line, just above the reel, strip off about 30 feet and let it fall to the ground. Then simply reel the line back onto your reel.]




BACKING


Fly line is only about 90 feet long, and a big fish that decides to make a long run can strip that length of line from a reel in no time. For this reason, the first thing you tie onto your reel is an appropriate length of Dacron backing line. The bigger the quarry and the heavier the reel, the more backing you’ll need. Your reel specifications will say how much backing will fit on the spool with the fly line. A 4-weight reel typically takes 30 to 50 yards of backing, 5- to 8-weights between 100 and 150 yards, and big saltwater reels up to 300 yards. If you fish for average-size trout in small streams, you likely will never need backing, but why risk it? One of the most dramatic lines in a fly-fishing story is “He took me into the backing.”




[image: The length of backing you need depends on the capacity of your reel (check the box it came in) and the type of fishing you plan to do.]




LEADERS


For trout fishers, the leader has more direct impact on fishing success than any other single piece of equipment—ironic, as it is the least expensive. Take this to heart, and always buy the highest-quality leaders you can find. If you’re stuck buying leaders in the sporting-goods department of a large retailer, where choices are limited, always buy the most expensive type. Take an oath: Never, ever buy cheap leaders.


The leader is crucial because its function is to disguise the connection between you and the fly. A fine, transparent leader not only separates the fly visually from the thick fly line, but also, more significantly, allows the fly to settle on the water and drift naturally. If you were to tie your fly directly to the fly line, the counterfeit would be immediately obvious. For one thing, the fly line would put the fly down onto the water heavily at the end of the cast rather than letting it float down, as a delicate leader will. For another, the thick, buoyant fly line would drag the fly wherever it went on the water, whereas a thin leader sinks and will, with proper technique, let the fly float as if detached. Trout are keenly aware of everything that moves around them, particularly predators and food, and watch insects drift by them all day long. They won’t eat something that doesn’t look edible, and they won’t even consider something that behaves unnaturally. Thus the effect of a leader on the motion of a fly is perhaps more important than its invisibility. A trout probably isn’t bothered by a wisp of monofilament on the water. It will, however, immediately reject an insect that is moving faster or slower than the current or sitting oddly in the film.


Good leader material is limp and strong. It does not have memory—it will not retain its coils after unfurled from the package—and it has high knot strength. Fly casting is tough on a leader. Positioned at the very end of the line, the leader is constantly being whipped through the air in tight loops. A cheap leader will develop kinks and bends, whereas a good leader will stay limp and kink-free.


To do its job in the casting and presentation of a fly, a leader must be tapered: thick at the butt end, where it attaches to the fly line, and very thin at the tip, where it attaches to the fly. This end section is called the tippet. Leaders are labeled with two dimensions: length and tippet strength. Most leaders range in length from 7½ to 12 feet and in tippet diameter from 8X, the thinnest, to 0X, the thickest.


In general, you want to use the shortest and strongest leader you can get away with. The more clear and still the water and the more spooky the trout (often related phenomena), the longer the leader you’ll need.


The size of the fly dictates the tippet size (see table). Large and heavy or wind-resistant flies require thicker tippets, as delicate tippets will collapse under their weight, making it hard to put the fly right where you want it or set it down lightly on the water. Conversely, small flies cannot be presented naturally with a heavy tippet. If the leader material is too stiff, the fly goes where the leader does on the water rather than vice versa.


Knotted Leaders


Many fly fishers make their own leaders by knotting together several sections of monofilament. Each section is slightly thinner as you move from butt to tippet. Knotted leaders do have advantages, and some expert anglers swear by them. You can custom build them to your own specifications. Their segmented construction makes it convenient to change tippets on the stream. But perhaps most significant is that in the hands of a good caster, a knotted leader presents a fly a bit more smoothly than a store-bought tapered leader, turning over better at the end of the cast. Finally, in the long run, making your own knotted leaders is less expensive than buying packaged knotless leaders individually because monofilament, like everything else, is cheaper in quantity.
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came in) and the type of
fishing you plan to do.
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TROUT taper, weight, and
floating-sinking type,
in that order. Thus,
WE-5-F designates a
weight-forward, 5-
weight, floating line.
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Basic
FLY FISHING

All the Skills and Gear You Need to Get Started
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Pinching the cloth firmly around the line, just above the reel,
strip off about 30 feet and let it fall to the ground. Then
simply reel the line back onto your reel.
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three outfits—2-weight, 5-weight, and 10-weight—represent the range in fly-fishing gear, from ultralight trout to h

It water.





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_009.png
Rod Action
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Outfit Weights and Uses

Weight Use

1,2,3 Ultralight trout; #18-28 flies; small, windless streams

4 Light trout; #12-20 flies; small and medium-size streams
5,6 Medium trout; #6-18 flies; medium-size streams

7,8 Bass or heavy trout; light salt water

9,10,11,12 Heavy salt water
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Squeeze a small amount of cleaner onto a soft piece of cloth.
Whenever you clean your line, whether at home or on the
stream, stand on a surface that is free of dirt, sand, or other
particles that might stick to the line when it falls to the
ground.
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Above: Short rods are handy

on small streams where long
casts aren't required and tight
quarters make long rods
unwieldy.
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Right: Surf fishermen need
long rods to make long c
with big flies, often in windy
conditions, as in this scene
from the coast of Argentina.
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Fly-line cleaner improves the performance of your line. A
clean line shoots through rod guides more smoothly and also
floats higher in the water.
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