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      CHALLENGE YOURSELF!
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      Try to locate each state on the map, then label it along with its capital. Check your answers on the inside back cover.

    

  
    
      

      
      INTRODUCTION

      The United States is a remarkable country, and we as Americans are lucky to live here. Have you ever wondered what this country is like? Maybe you know a bit about where you live, your hometown, maybe your home state, but there are fifty states in the United States. How much do you know about them?

      Were you aware that the state of Alaska would fill up one-fifth of the total area of the rest of the United States all by itself? Were you aware that Hawaii has a state fish? Or that Massachusetts has a lake within its borders that has the longest name of any body of water in the whole United States? It's true!

      If you're curious about your country and would like to learn more about what it is like, “from sea to shining sea,” then The Everything Kids' States Book is intended for you. If you want to know what there is to see and do if you visit other states in the Union, if you're curious about each state's history, if you'd like to know what kinds of things are made and sold in these states, if you'd like to know wacky and little-known facts about each state, then this is the book you've been looking for!

      Beginning with New England in Chapter 1 and ending with the Pacific Northwest in Chapter 10, this book sweeps across the nation we call home, telling us a bit about where we live, what we do for fun, and what our future looks like. Mixed in are tidbits such as Fast Facts, Words to Know, and Try This, all intended to keep you focused on the fun side of learning about America.

      May God bless her!

    

  
    
      1

      
      NEW ENGLAND
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      The states that make up the region we know as New England include some of the oldest states in the union. For example, Massachusetts was founded as a colony nearly 400 years ago. The American Revolution started in New England, as did the American anti-slavery movement nearly a century later.

      New England has supplied our country with a number of its leaders — revolutionary leaders like Samuel Adams and his cousin John Adams and John's remarkable wife, Abigail, for example. John Adams later became our second president. His son, John Quincy Adams, was also president. In the 1960s, Massachusetts senator and war hero John Fitzgerald Kennedy became the thirty-fifth president.

      New England is famous for its seasons, especially for autumn, when the leaves in its huge forests turn different colors. People from all over the world come to New England in the fall to witness the changing of the leaves. A delicious effect of the seasonal changes in New England's forests is the maple syrup industry!
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MASSACHUSETTS: The Bay State

      Geography and Industry

      Massachusetts is both one of the smallest states and one of the most thickly populated states. Most of the people who live in Massachusetts live in the eastern part of the state, near the coast. The western part of the state has more mountains, with fewer cities, smaller towns, and a lot fewer people living there.

      Because of its long and varied history, Massachusetts has a lot of places listed on the National Register of Historic Places, including three national historical parks: Lowell, Boston, and Minute Man.

      Massachusetts is also home to many ponds and small lakes, such as the famous Walden Pond and Lake Chargogg.

      Massachusetts has a lot of islands off of its coast, including such large ones as Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. Rivers such as the Merrimack are short and speedy, and helped provide the waterpower that the early textile mills of the 1800s needed in order to run faster than any had before. These textile mills were part of the Industrial Revolution in America.

      
        ALL ABOUT Massachusetts

        CAPITAL: Boston

        LARGEST CITY: Boston

        POPULATION: 6,349,097 (2000 Census)

        STATE BIRD: Chickadee

        STATE TREE: American Elm

        STATE FLOWER: Mayflower

        STATE MOTTO: “Ense Petit Placidam Sub Libertate Quietem (By the Sword We Seek Peace, but Peace Only under Liberty)”

        STATEHOOD: February 6, 1788

        POSTAL ABBREVIATION: MA

      

      
        Maple Magic
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        Starting at number 1, connect the dots in order to find a maple surprise.

      

      EXTRA FUN: Take the total number of dots and divide by 2. This is how many gallons of sap from a maple tree it takes to make one gallon of pure New England maple syrup!

      Massachusetts' economy relies heavily on industry. In other words, a lot of the people who live in Massachusetts make things for a living. Electronic items like computer parts, electrical wires and cords, plus tools, a lot of plastics, and many other manufactured things are all made in Massachusetts. Massachusetts has so much manufacturing within its borders partly because when industries began to manufacture goods in the modern way, Massachusetts was one of the first places where companies set up modern plants with assembly lines.

      History

      The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is one of the original thirteen states, and the second oldest of the English colonies (after Virginia). Its capital city of Boston was founded in 1630 by Puritans seeking religious freedom.

      The Puritans were a group of people who came from England to America because of their religious differences with England's official church, the Anglican Church. Originally, this group of people hoped to “purify” the Anglican Church of some of its religious practices that they didn't like. This is how they got the nickname “Puritans.” Today the spiritual descendants of the Puritans are members of the Episcopalian Church of America.

      Massachusetts has a rich history, and has many interesting things to see if you go visit, such as the battlefields of Lexington and Concord, where the American Revolution started. Also, the U.S. Navy's oldest active commissioned warship, a sailing vessel called the USS Constitution, is permanently docked in Boston Harbor. She is over two hundred years old!

      
        The Words to Know
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            Lake Chargoggmaunchaugag-oggchaubungungamaugg
          
        

        This is the longest name of any body of water in the United States. It is a Native American name that means “You fish on your side and I'll fish on my side, and nobody fishes in the middle,” and was probably named in honor of an agreement between two tribes on how best to peacefully share access to it.
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RHODE ISLAND: The Ocean State

      Geography and Industry

      With a total area of 1,214 square miles, Rhode Island is the smallest of the fifty states. Also, after New Jersey, it is the most densely populated state, in spite of the fact that much of the western part of the state is heavily forested. Rhode Island is made up mostly of the land surrounding the large waterway known as Narragansett Bay (and the islands in it).

      There is a lot to see and do in Rhode Island. The seaside community of Newport is world-famous for its history of yachting, and there are some amazing homes to visit there, including the ones built by the wealthy Vanderbilt family. In fact, with its miles and miles of coastline, Rhode Island has more oceanfront than some states twice its size!

      Like Massachusetts to the north, Rhode Island's economy relies heavily on manufacturing. Industries represented within the state include textiles, jewelry making, electrical wire and cable manufacturing, and some agriculture. Fishing was once the most important industry in the state, but it no longer is, because it is not as profitable as it once was. Narragansett Bay is still home to a plentiful amount of shellfish.

      Even though commercial fishing isn't as important as it once was, shipping is still a major industry in Rhode Island. After all, Narragansett Bay is a fine natural harbor.

      History

      Rhode Island was first settled in 1636 by followers of a Puritan leader named Roger Williams. Williams had been banished from nearby Massachusetts because he preached that people ought to tolerate each other's religious differences. Later Anne Hutchinson likewise angered leaders of the Plymouth colony and was also banished. She also moved to Rhode Island in search of religious freedom and founded the present site of Portsmouth. As a result, Rhode Island is seen by many as the cradle of America's tradition of religious freedom.

      
        ALL ABOUT Rhode Island

        CAPITAL: Providence

        LARGEST CITY: Providence

        POPULATION: 1,048,319 (2000 Census)

        STATE BIRD: Rhode Island Red

        STATE TREE: Red Maple

        STATE FLOWER: Violet

        STATE MOTTO: “Hope”

        STATEHOOD: May 29, 1790

        POSTAL ABBREVIATION: RI

      

      At the start of the Revolutionary War, Rhode Islanders were the first colonists to reject their allegiance to Britain and were also the first colonists to take action against the British by attacking British vessels. Although no large battles were fought in Rhode Island, regiments from the state participated in every major campaign in the war.

      After the American Revolution, the shipping industry declined in Rhode Island. But Samuel Slater soon founded the first successful U.S. textile mill on the banks of the Blackstone River in what is today Pawtucket, Rhode Island. The abundance of waterpower at the site led to the rapid development of manufacturing, which is considered to be the start of the Industrial Revolution in the United States.

      
        WORDS TO KNOW
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            Textiles
          
        

        Textile refers to both a number of types of finished cloth and also the fibers or yarns from which they are made. Items like cotton shirts, tablecloths, and carpets are referred to as textiles.

      

      
CONNECTICUT: The Constitution State

      Geography and Industry

      The Connecticut River (for which the state is named) runs through the middle of this state, cutting it in two. The Connecticut River Valley separates Connecticut's Eastern Highland from its Western Highland.

      Connecticut was one of the original thirteen colonies that formed the early United States. Initially settled by Dutch traders beginning in the mid-1630s, then by Pilgrims from Plymouth Colony, and eventually by Puritans from Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut incorporated as an English royal colony by writing up the Fundamental Orders (the colony's main set of governing laws) in 1639. These laws were eventually replaced by a formal, written constitution in 1662.

      Like its neighbors Massachusetts and Rhode Island, Connecticut is an important manufacturing center. Sewing machines, textiles, firearms, and heavy machinery, including engine parts, are all made in Connecticut. (Guns have been made continuously in Connecticut since the American Revolution!) Although farming is no longer a major industry in Connecticut, apples, dairy products, eggs, tobacco, and mushrooms are all still grown there and shipped around the country.

      
        ALL ABOUT Connecticut

        CAPITAL: Hartford

        LARGEST CITY: Bridgeport

        POPULATION: 3,405,565 (2000 Census)

        STATE BIRD: American Robin

        STATE TREE: White Oak

        STATE FLOWER: Mountain Laurel

        STATE MOTTO: “Qui Transtulit Sustinet (He Who Transplanted Sustains)”

        STATEHOOD: January 9, 1788

        POSTAL ABBREVIATION: CT

      

      History

      Two of early America's most savage Indian wars took place in Connecticut. First came the Pequot War, named for the largest and most powerful tribe of Native Americans in the area. It broke out in 1637 between the Pequot tribe and the Connecticut and Massachusetts Bay colonies (along with some Native Americans who fought with the colonists). The war ended with the virtual extinction of the Pequots.

      The second of Connecticut's bloody Indian wars was King Philip's War, which began in 1674 in Connecticut and quickly spread throughout the New England colonies. Fought between the formerly friendly Wampanoag tribe and the English settlers, it also ended badly for the Native Americans. Thousands of them died or lost their homes.

      
NEW HAMPSHIRE: The Granite State

      Geography

      New Hampshire is bordered to the north by the Canadian province of Quebec. Maine borders New Hampshire to the east, Massachusetts to the south, and Vermont to the west. The Connecticut River forms the border between New Hampshire and Vermont.

      New Hampshire is very mountainous and is home to the tallest mountain east of the Rocky Mountains: Mount Washington, which is 6,288 feet above sea level. Some of the best skiing in the eastern United States can be found in New Hampshire!

      
        ALL ABOUT NewHampswhire

        CAPITAL: Concord

        LARGEST CITY: Manchester

        POPULATION: 1,235,786 (2000 Census)

        STATE BIRD: Purple Finch

        STATE TREE: White Birch

        STATE FLOWER: Purple Lilac

        STATE MOTTO: “Live Free or Die”

        STATEHOOD: June 21, 1788

        POSTAL ABBREVIATION: NH

      

      History

      The last of the original thirteen colonies to be established (in 1741, when it broke away from Massachusetts Bay), New Hampshire was the first of the future United States to declare its independence from Great Britain. Famous for its state motto (“Live Free or Die”) and for the White Mountains that run through it, New Hampshire is a state that prides itself on being very different even from its neighbors in New England.

      One of the most important things to happen in New Hampshire after the American Revolution was the negotiation and signing of the Treaty of Portsmouth in 1905. Negotiated by President Theodore Roosevelt, the Treaty of Portsmouth ended the Russo-Japanese War (a war between Russia and Japan). This treaty not only ensured Japan's new status as a world power, but also showed that the United States was a powerful country that would use its own emerging world power status to help keep the peace from continent to continent.
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      Economy

      New Hampshire began using the water in its rivers to power textile mills during the 1800s, as part of the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. These days, although much of the manufacturing in the state has shifted to high-technology supplies, there are still many manufacturers of leather goods, particularly of shoes and boots.

      In recent years, tourism has become one of the most important industries in New Hampshire. During the winter months, people come from all over the country to ski in New Hampshire's rugged mountains. During the summers, the state's lakes, such as the huge Winnipeesaukee, are home to summer boaters. Fishing is no longer as important as it once was in the state, but still plays a role in the state's economy.

      Two other industries that were once of major importance in New Hampshire are the lumber industry and the granite quarrying industry. The lumber harvested in New Hampshire is used in making paper. Lumber is about the only harvesting going on in New Hampshire. The mountains and the thin, flinty soil make it tough to grow food there. As for the granite quarrying industry, there is not as much demand for granite as a building material as there used to be. Steel makes up the foundations of most buildings nowadays.

      
        Fun [image: illustration] Facts

        
          THE OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN
        

        The Old Man of the Mountain was a New Hampshire rock formation that looked very much like the profile of an old man. New Hampshire residents came to identify with this rock outcropping, and adopted it as their state symbol in 1945. The rocks that formed the natural sculpture had weathered over the years, though, and the entire structure collapsed in 2003.

      

      
        Yee Ha!

        They were hand crafted in Concord, NH, but were famous for carrying mail and passengers throughout the western United States! Can you help this Concord Coach deliver the mail from START to END of the route?
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VERMONT: The Green Mountain State

      Geography and Industry

      Bordered on two sides by large bodies of fresh water, Vermont shares its western border with New York (where Lake Champlain forms part of the boundary), and its eastern border with New Hampshire (where the Connecticut River marks the entire boundary line). The Canadian province of Quebec is north of Vermont, and Massachusetts lies to the south. Vermont is a very mountainous state. Vermont's Green Mountains are some of the most rugged country in the eastern United States.

      Unlike the other New England states, Vermont has a strong agricultural base. This is especially true when it comes to dairy products. Vermont's milk and cheese are world famous — as is Vermont ice cream! (Ben & Jerry's is a Vermont company.) Apples and maple syrup are also important agricultural products that come from Vermont.

      Vermont has a reputation for producing high-quality marble. While New Hampshire marble was valuable in building early skyscrapers and millionaires' mansions, Vermont marble comes in so many varieties that it is highly prized as a finishing product (as in marble tile for bathrooms) and as a medium for sculpture.

      
        ALL ABOUT Vermont

        CAPITAL: Montpelier

        LARGEST CITY: Burlington

        POPULATION: 608,827 (2000 Census)

        STATE BIRD: Hermit Thrush

        STATE TREE: Sugar Maple

        STATE FLOWER: Red Clover

        STATE MOTTO: “Freedom and Unity”

        STATEHOOD: March 4, 1791

        POSTAL ABBREVIATION: VT

      

      History

      Vermont's contribution to the Patriot cause during the American Revolution can be traced back to the very beginning of the war for independence. On May 10, 1775, Vermont militiamen (the famous Green Mountain Boys) under the command of Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold seized Fort Ticonderoga (which controlled access to all of Lake Champlain) in the name of the new Continental Congress. They did so without firing a shot, taking the British garrison there completely by surprise during an early morning raid.

      During the decades leading up to the American Revolution, three different English colonies (New York, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts Bay) claimed the area now known as the state of Vermont as part of their own territories. As a result of their inability to settle their differences over Vermont, these three colonies blocked Vermont's attempts to join the United States as a new state during the late 1770s.

      In response to this dilemma, Vermont declared itself an independent state. The state's government coined its own money, appointed ambassadors, set up a postal system, and did all the everyday functions of an independent government until finally allowed to join the Union as the first state that had not previously been an English colony (and the fourteenth state overall).

      
        Fun [image: illustration] Facts

        
          VERMONT GRANITE
        

        Vermont's granite and marble quarries produce some of the most distinctive building stone in the world. Vermont marble in particular is thought to rival Italian marble in its beauty.

      

      
MAINE: The Pine Tree State

      Geography and Industry

      Maine's soil is rocky, and not very good for raising crops. The state originally had large forests filled with huge pine trees, but heavy logging has cleared much of the land. There is still plenty of wilderness to be explored in Maine, though, especially in the northern parts of the state. People come from all over the world to camp and hike in Maine's forests of white pine, and to boat and fish not only in its 5,500 lakes and streams but also on its irregular, rock-strewn, 3,500 miles of coastline.

      Maine's economy relies heavily on timber sales, but not in the same way that it did when tall Maine trees were cut down to make ships' masts. Nowadays, Maine's trees are used mostly as pulp to make paper.

      At one time, fishing was Maine's largest and richest industry. But the fishing industry has suffered recently, because the supply of fish is getting smaller. Many environmentalists think this is a result of what is called over-fishing. Over-fishing is what happens when fishermen don't leave enough of a type of fish for that species of fish to produce enough new fish to replace those that were caught that year. One exception to the over-fishing problem is the famous Maine lobster which is sold worldwide.

      
        ALL ABOUT Maine

        CAPITAL: Augusta Largest

        LARGEST CITY: Portland

        POPULATION: 1,274,923 (2000 Census)

        STATE BIRD: Chickadee

        STATE TREE: Eastern White Pine

        STATE FLOWER: White Pine Cone and Tassel

        STATE MOTTO: “Dirigo (I Direct)”

        STATEHOOD: March 15, 1820

        POSTAL ABBREVIATION: ME

      

      History

      Up until 1820, Maine was a part of Massachusetts. In that year Maine entered the Union as a free state (meaning that slavery was illegal in the state), as part of a deal made in Congress between representatives of southern and northern states, called the Missouri Compromise. The Missouri Compromise was an agreement that allowed Missouri to enter the Union as a slave state). Since Maine would enter the Union at the same time, it would help keep the number of slave and free states in the Union equal. During the 1830s, Maine was the site of a border dispute between the United States and Canada. This conflict, called the Aroostook War, resulted in no deaths, and only a few bruises among the men who “fought” it. The long-term result of this so-called war was the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842, which settled the boundary line between the United States and Canada not only in Maine, but along most of the rest of the border as well, making it the longest undefended international border in world history.

      
        Fun [image: illustration] Facts

        MAINE'S TIMBER INDUSTRY

        Timber has always been a major export for Maine. During the Age of Sail (when people traveled mostly by sailing ships), Maine's tall white pine trees were used to make ships' masts, which hold up the sails. In fact, the very first sawmill in the United States was built in Maine, on the Piscataqua River in 1623.
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