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  Foreword

  I had never seen Clemson before when I arrived in the fall of 1947. I had heard about Clemson from a couple of my friends in my hometown of Pineapple, Alabama and also they had a good football team. Being a small rural town, Pineapple didn’t have a high school football team, but my buddies and I still enjoyed playing sandlot football on our own. I worked in a lumberyard for my father, and I guess that helped me build my body to get ready for football, and the military as well. World War II was on, and all of the guys were being drafted to go fight in Europe or in the Pacific. I did my training in Fort Jackson and Fort Benning to be a paratrooper. I guess they thought that I was athletic, so they put me into that department. We were zig-zagging with a group of ships towards the Philippines when they announced the war was over. We were all pretty happy that most of our eight months there and two more months in Japan were spent guarding prisoners instead of having to fight.

  President Harry Truman initiated the GI Bill. I used it on flying lessons that I always wanted to take, and I didn’t give much thought to attending college. Only by chance, I took my first train ride ever to Biloxi, Mississippi to see my sister. Her next-door neighbor just happened to be Clemson Head Football Coach Frank Howard’s sister. Most folks have heard the story that Coach Howard had not seen me play football before going to Clemson. Of course, there were no videos, computers, or YouTube back then. Coach Howard’s sister saw me swimming and said that she would like to tell her brother about my athleticism. Coach Howard sent me a letter and said to come up to Clemson as a walk-on football player. I planned to use the GI Bill to pay for school. It sounded better to me than doing the lumber mill job again.

  Arriving after the long bus ride to Clemson, I didn’t know where to go. I asked the first person I passed on the street, “Where is Coach Howard?” The fellow scratched his head and said, “To go up the street to the athletic office at the college.” I then at last found Coach Howard. After having me do some exercises in the gym, he told me that I would have to try out, and he sent me to the barracks.

  They had a scrimmage in the fall to start things out and after I made a couple of long runs, Coach Howard told me that he was going to put me on a scholarship right away. It’s a good thing since I wasn’t aware that all of my GI Bill money had already been used up on flying lessons that I had taken the summer before. (Coach Howard would in his later years say that Fred Cone was the best pure athlete and football player that he had ever coached.)

  Coach Covington (Goat) McMillan was a great coach, as he worked with me endlessly in the gym learning how to play the ‘Spinner-back’ position. You see, in those days, we ran a single-wing offense, and I would handle the ball first and then either hand it off or run with it. We did pretty well with those teams. We beat Missouri in the 1949 Gator-Bowl 24-23 and beat Miami in the 1950 Orange Bowl 14-13. What a wonderful group of guys that I had as my teammates!

  I remember so many special people, such as Coach McMillan, Coach McFadden, and Coach Howard. The relationships and the life-long bonds are what really made Clemson so special. Maybe it was the time after the war and what we had been through that made such a unique group of men. We were ex-soldiers and Clemson was the right place at the right time to get us going in the right direction after so much pain and uncertainty. Don Wade was one of my best friends on those teams. I can remember that he wanted me to teach him how to fly. I did teach him how to fly, and Don and I would hunt and fish together as friends for life.

  Another good friend was Billy Preacher. Billy was from Richland, SC. He was one of the best guys that I knew. Billy was in the Reserves and I was not. When the Korean War started, Billy got called up into the regular army. Unfortunately, he was killed two weeks after he got there. I still think about Billy on many occasions. I also think of Don and guys like Ray Mathews, Dick Henley, Jack Brunson, Coach Howard, Coach McFadden, Coach McMillan and so many more. The readers are going to get to read about all of them in this book.

  Clemson was small, but it was mighty special. Our activities on the drill field, the practice fields, and our time in the barracks fill my memories. The faces of the young men who were my friends in my youth are clear today. Most of them are gone now, but I will never forget them. I am so happy that I can talk about some of them now. I am also grateful that now some of their stories will be told. God’s providence in my own life was shown again and again during my time at Clemson. It was that special place for hundreds of young men, and it is today for young men and women as well. Its influence has impacted our nation and will for many years to come.

  When my wife Judy and our family visit the Clemson campus today, we see so many new things, but the feelings that we had many years ago are still the same. The folks who have done the planning for the university have done a great job. Man-oh-man, is it pretty! They have used great insight in their planning of buildings, landscaping, and the sports facilities. They have kept the heritage intact, as they have kept it a place of great pride and class while building the facilities needed for the future.

  When we walk the campus, the memories all come back to me. Those grounds that so many young men and women walk day after day are hallowed. Students have the best place ever to try to get their education, learn about themselves, and find out what God intends for them to do with their lives. I still see the faces, as well as hear the voices of those that I walked the grounds with so many years ago. I can still hear Coach Howard’s whistle, Coach McMillan’s voice, the sound of the fans cheering for us in the stadium and the voices of my dear friends who are no longer here. I am very proud and humbled by it all.

  My wish is that Clemson will always stay a place of integrity, goodness, and honor. It is a good and noble place for men and women to prepare them for life. To me, it is a sacred place; for I know that God has had his hand in my life and all of the work that has been done here. Providence has allowed many simple turning points at Clemson that became strong foundations for my life and thousands of others.

  The color of the sunset in the mountains at Clemson is something that we all know about. It has been described in paintings, by words and in our school’s alma mater. The purple and the orange are branded solidly in our minds and in our hearts. The sunset described in those pictures represents a peace-of-mind and of heart that will surely brighten the sunsets of our own lives. I hope that you will read every word of this book and learn about the heritage that we all have lived in our Clemson family. I hope it will resonate throughout your own family’s lives as much as it has mine.

  —Fred Cone, ‘51


  Preface

  What makes Clemson so special?

  I f you live in or around Clemson or you went to its great university, you understand why Clemson is such a special place.

  It’s a combination of things. From the history and traditions that surround the university, to Memorial Stadium, to Howard’s Rock, to the Tiger Paw, to Littlejohn Coliseum, to Doug Kingsmore Stadium, to Lake Hartwell and to the great people who live and work there.

  Clemson has that “It” factor. It is really indescribable. A lot of people like to say Clemson is “Auburn with a lake.” When I hear that, it tells me they have never been to Clemson. Clemson is unique. There is nothing else like it.

  Someone will always ask, “What makes Clemson so special?” The answer is several things. But the best answer is to tell them, “There isn’t just one thing. You have to come up here and experience it for yourself and then you will understand what makes it special.”

  Clemson is not just Where the Tigers Play, but it is home. That hometown feel generally allows Clemson to land some of the best students and athletes in the country. From eating a meat-and-three lunch at the world famous ESSO Club, to laying a blank out on Bowman Field and studying on a beautiful spring day, Clemson has a little bit of everything to help students feel they are always at home.

  “If you get them on campus, you have a chance,” Clemson head football coach Dabo Swinney said.

  Since coming to Clemson as the wide receivers coach in 2003, Swinney has been able to get a lot of big-time football players to attend Clemson University, including perhaps the biggest of them all.

  In the fall of 2005, C.J. Spiller was one of the more highly thought of recruits in the country. Everybody wanted him, including Clemson, but a native of Lake Butler, Fla., Spiller was a shoe-in to attend his home state university.

  “C.J. is a reminder to me that you don’t listen to people when they tell you that you can’t do something because you can,” Swinney said.

  For over a year, Swinney personally pursued Spiller. At Union County High School in Lake Butler, Spiller was a Parade and USA Today First Team All-America honoree after rushing for 5,511 yards and scoring 93 touchdowns. He was being courted by all the big-name schools, including Florida, Florida State, Miami, and Southern Cal.

  “We recruited him, recruited him, and recruited him, and he would take the call every week and we would have fun talking,” Swinney recalls. “Then he cut his list of schools from 50 to 30 to 20 to 15 and we kept hanging in there and he would laugh when I called him. We had a good relationship.”

  But back at Clemson few people, if any at all, believed the Tigers had a shot to sign Spiller. When the coaches got together during recruiting meetings and the talk of running backs would come up, Swinney would throw Spiller’s name into the conversation.

  “That’s when Burton Burns would say ‘We aren’t getting him. Let’s talk about who we really have a shot at,’” Swinney recalled. “I would say, ‘I’m telling you he is coming to visit, he told me he was.’”

  Swinney finally got Spiller on campus by making up a fake contract while Spiller was deciding on what five schools he was going to visit. Outside of Union County High School during a recruiting visit, with a few of Spiller’s friends present, Swinney pulled out his business card and proceeded to write a so-called contract on the back of it, which basically said Spiller would promise to visit Clemson as one of his five official visits.

  He then had Spiller sign it and his three friends sign it as witnesses.

  “I told him right there on the spot, I said, ‘If there is one thing I have come to know is that you are a man of your word and I’m telling you right now, you’ve promised me you are coming,’” Swinney said.

  Spiller first came to Clemson that following January during Martin Luther King Weekend, and a few weeks later he decided to become a Clemson Tiger.

  “When I came for my visit and I was sitting in my room here and we were about to go get something to eat, it hit me,” Spiller recalls. “It was telling me ‘This was the spot for you.’ I knew right then, even though Florida was at the top of the list, that this was the right place for me.

  “Something came over me and said this is the spot for me to become a man, to learn and play for a great university. There is no better place to do that.”

  Spiller went on to set countless Clemson records, become a serious Heisman Trophy candidate, a unanimous All- America player, 2009 ACC Player of the Year, and is one of only three Clemson football players to have his jersey retired. But more importantly, Spiller is now a Clemson graduate.

  “I am proud to be a Clemson graduate,” he said. “This is my school and I am very appreciative of the positive effect Clemson has had on my life. I want to give back and say thanks.”

  Spiller, who plays for the NFL’s Buffalo Bills, calls Clemson home during the off-season. He has a residence nearby and conducts his annual C.J. Spiller Instructional Football camp there as well.

  “I still think to this day, 'How did Coach Swinney pull this off to get me out of the state of Florida?' Spiller said with a big smile. “But you know what? I’m glad he did because it taught me a whole lot. I learned a whole lot while I was here my four years.”

  He learned that Clemson is a special place.

  “There is nothing like running down the Hill and there is no place like Clemson,” Spiller said. “When you talk about Clemson, you can’t compare it to anything else. It is something you miss when you leave.

  “Even though I’m in the NFL and I’m doing some things, I still miss it. You don’t get to do Tiger Walk or run down the Hill or anything like that. At home games, we drive ourselves to the stadium. I like to tell the current players now to enjoy this because once it is gone they are truly going to miss it.”

  —Will Vandervort


  Introduction

  The Poetry of Clemson Football

  (Reprinted with permission and edited from Ken Burger’s Baptized in Sweet Tea, a Collection of Columns Celebrating the South)

  I know you’re out there, clutching your season tickets, counting the days, deciding what to wear, wondering if it’ll be hot or cold, if it will rain, waiting, somewhat impatiently, for the college football season to finally begin.

  From big towns and small, all at once, you emerge from the back roads onto the interstates, like migrating herds, dogged, determined, flying the colors, caravans of cars and vans and pickup trucks, stocked to the gills with potato salad and fried chicken, sweet tea by the gallon, soft drinks, hard drinks, and just enough deviled eggs to go around twice.

  It’s an ageless procession of frat boys and pretty girls, sorority sisters, old and young, near and dear, distinguished alums, loud mouth louts, children in cheerleader uniforms, drunks in T-shirts and ties, tossing footballs and talking trash.

  Then with folding chairs, tightly circled, in dusty lots and grassy fields, perfectly parked, acre upon endless acre, color coordinated, anxious and antsy, fiddling with satellite dishes and scraping paper plates while waiting for the shadows to fall and stadium lights to illuminate the dark sky, officially turning game day into night.

  Once inside, stacked to the stars, elbow to elbow, buying programs and popcorn, stepping over each other, excuse me, excuse me, please and thank you, what a night, what a sight, sure hope the home team wins. And they might, or not, depending on the truth, and rumors, about sophomore tackles and redshirt quarterbacks and what the coach had to say about so-and-so last week.

  A few boos for the visiting varmints, jumping jacks and leg lifts, practice punts that hang high in the lights, falling softly onto the cool wet grass, chewed up by the cleats of cutting cornerbacks, double checking coverages, assignments, and girlfriends gabbing in the grandstands.

  Then down The Hill they come, smoke and cannon fire, combined to thrill and quicken pulses, gladiators in the arena, trotting, taunting, to the beat of a drum major, high-stepping, bringing the band and its audience to a chilling crescendo.

  Awash in the ebb and flow, a touchdown here, a field goal there, the game unfolds, the good, the bad, for better or worse, damn the luck, and the referees, not to mention the tailback who fumbled on the one. Screaming helps, but you’ve got to pee, too much sweet tea, maybe later, in the second half, when the lines aren’t so long, when only true believers are left, holding hands, singing alma maters in the rain.

  Win or lose the traffic’s tough, sitting still, inching nowhere, as the coach comes on the radio, explaining himself, finding victory in defeat, looking ahead to next week, next year, when things will be better, or worse, he really doesn’t know.

  But it’s all brought to you by somebody’s hot dog chili, perfect for tailgating, and the local bank that loves the home team, and you, the faithful fan, whose family’s needs are always met by a former field goal kicker-turned insurance salesman.

  In the aftermath comes analysis, talk of change, pain, promise, and passion, for the game, the team, the common cause.

  Back home the flags are stowed and pretty pennants put away, for another day, of hope and heartbreak, in those precious hours of fun and fashion called Clemson football.


  PART I

  STORIES AND HISTORIES


  
    Clemson

    Baseball


  

  
    NCAA Tournament Appearances:

    1947, 1950, 1958, 1959, 1967, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012

    College World Series:

    1958, 1959, 1976, 1977, 1980, 1991, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2002, 2006, 2010

    ACC Champions:

    1954, 1958, 1959, 1967, 1976, 1978, 1979, 1980,1981, 1989, 1991, 1993, 1994, 2006

    Atlantic Division Champion 2006, T-2010

    ACC Regular Season Champions:

    1954, 1958, 1959, 1967, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977. 1978, 1979, 1981, 1982, 1984, 1985, 1988, 1991, 1992, 1994, 1995.

    Top-25 Teams:

    1967 (7th), 1970 (18th), 1971 (22nd), 1975 (25th), 1976 (5th) 1977 (5th), 1978 (25th), 1979 (9th), 1980 (4th), 1987 (10th) 1988 (15th) 1989 (14th) 1991 (4th), 1992 (7th), 1993 (16), 1994 (4th), 1995 (8th), 1996 (4th), 1997 (24th), 1998 (19th), 1999 (13th), 2000 (5 th), 2001 (13th), 2002 (3rd), 2005 (13th) 2006 (5th), 2007 (12th), 2009 (14th), 2010 (4th), 2011 (16th)

  

  When people think about Clemson Athletics, the first thing that comes to mind is Clemson football, and understandably so. However, baseball is not only the oldest, but perhaps the most successful program at Clemson.

  Baseball was the first sport fielded by Clemson and was started in the spring of 1896. The first coach was Randolph Bowman, who coached the 1896, 1897, and 1899 Tigers. He could only coach part of the 1899 team due to an illness that ultimately took his life. Because of his dedication and love for Clemson and the cadets, the field in front of Tillman Hall was named Bowman field in 1899. He also helped clear the field and made it suitable to play baseball and other sports.
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  Clemson played on Bowman Field in 1896-1915.

  FAMOUS COACHES LEAD THE TIGERS

  Clemson people know John Heisman was the head coach of the football program from 1900-1903, but few probably know he coached the baseball team as well. The Hall of Fame coach coached the Tiger baseball team from 1901-1903. One of his pitching aces was John McMakin, who was a left-hander in 1900 and 1901. He went on to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1902, and later became the head coach of Clemson from 1904-1906.

  Carl “Vet” Sitton pitched for the Tigers during this era in 1903 and 1904. Sitton worked his way to the major leagues and pitched one year for the Cleveland Indians. Another early star at Clemson was John Maxwell. He was a catcher for the Tigers under Heisman and also played football.
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  Head Coach John Heisman is pictured with his team before a game. Heisman is shown seated fourth from left.

  Frank Dobson coached Clemson to three winning seasons from 1911-1913. Dobson was a pro baseball player before coming to Clemson, having played for the Pittsburgh Nationals organization. Walter Riggs, President of the Clemson Athletic Association at the time, thought it was unfair to keep shuffling coaches year after year. He offered Dobson a three-year contract, which was the first long-term contract offered and signed by a Clemson coach.

  At Clemson he coached football, basketball, and baseball, and was Clemson’s first basketball coach, leading it to its only undefeated season (4-0) in history in the inaugural year (1911-12).

  In 1914, Thomas Robertson led the Tigers to a 16-6 record and the most victories for the Tigers until the 1935 season.

  Clemson was crowned state champion in 1929 under Head Coach Joe Guyon. The famous football player, who was a teammate of Jim Thorpe at the Carlisle Indian School and later played for John Heisman, helped lead Georgia Tech to a football National Championship in 1917. Guyon is a member of both the College and Pro Football Hall of Fames.

  Football coach Jess Neely took over the baseball team in 1932 and led the Tigers to the State Championship. He again led Clemson to the state championship in 1935 with a 16-7-1 record.

  The legendary Frank Howard coached the baseball squad in 1943 and led the Tigers to a 12-3 record during the war era.

  Randy Hinson, who coached the Tigers in 1939 and 1940 before World War II, coached the Tigers in 1947. That season, Clemson won the Southern Conference Championship and was a NCAA Tournament participant. The Tigers defeated Auburn and Alabama to advance to the East Regional finals.

  In the finals, Yale defeated Clemson 7-3. This game is interesting to note because former United States President George W. Bush played for Yale as its first baseman.

  The 1947 team finished the year with a 24-5 record, including a 13-2 mark in the Southern Conference. It was the first Clemson team to win 20 or more games in a season.

  Dean Walter Cox led the Tigers from 1948-1951, and his 1950 team advanced to the NCAA Tournament. During his career, Cox was 47-18-1 in the Southern Conference.

  Assistant Football Coach and former Furman star Bob Smith led the Tigers in baseball from 1952-’57. In 1954, the first year of the Atlantic Coast Conference in spring sports, Smith led the Tigers to the school’s first-ever ACC Championship. Clemson advanced to the NCAA Tournament as well.

  LONG-TIME SPORTS ADMINISTRATOR FRANK SHAUGHNESSY COACHED AT CLEMSON

  Frank Shaughnessy, who coached the Tigers in 1907, was known for his ability as a sports administrator. He served many positions, from a pro hockey coach to the International Baseball League Commissioner (1936-1960).

  A graduate in pharmacy at Notre Dame, he was captain of the baseball and football teams during his senior season. After his graduation in 1905, he coached baseball at Notre Dame. The summer before coming to Clemson, he played for Ottawa of the Eastern League and played left field. He ended the season with a .352 batting average. He also played with Washington and the Philadelphia Athletics.

  At Clemson he coached the baseball teams during the 1907 and 1908 seasons, and he was head football mentor in 1907 as well, where he posted a 4-4 record. Shaughnessy made his name in baseball, but he took part in many other sports. Besides being a sports legend at Notre Dame, he managed the NHL’s Ottawa Senators to the Stanley Cup Finals in 1915, and he coached football teams at Clemson, Washington & Lee, and McGill University. He retired as the president of the International Baseball League.

  FLINT RHEM

  Flint Rhem, probably one of the most famous Clemson athletes during this era, starred for the Tigers in 1922 and 1923 and later became a pitcher for the St. Louis Cardinals.

  Rhem, who left Clemson after his junior year to sign with the Cardinals, had a very impressive junior season at Clemson that caught the eye of famous baseball scout Branch Rickey. In 1923, Rhem had a 7-2-1 record and completed all nine games. He had a total of 136 strikeouts for a 15.1 per game average. He also had two one-hit games that season and gave up only 40 hits all year, or 4.4 hits per game.

  In a game against Furman on April 30, 1923, Rhem had 21 strikeouts and gave up only five hits in 13 innings with the game ending in a 3-3 tie. He gave up only six runs the entire year and had a 0.57 ERA. He pitched four shutouts that season. Both his ERA and his strikeouts per game average are still school records. Rhem’s 136 strike-outs are still one of the best in school history.
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  Four Clemson Players in the early 1920s are pictured on Bowman Field. Flint Rhem is pictured second from left.

  Rhem played for St. Louis from 1924-28, then again from 1930-32 and in 1934 and 1936. He also played for the Philadelphia Phillies in 1932 and 1933 and the Boston Braves from 1934-35. He helped the Cardinals win the 1926, 1931, and 1934 World Series and the 1928 and 1930 National League Pennants.

  In 1926, Rhem had a 20-7 record for the Cardinals. In 12 seasons in the big leagues, he had a 105-97 record.

  BILLY O’DELL: DEMSON’s FIRST ALL-STAR

  The Tigers won the first ACC Championship in 1954 thanks to a southpaw from Newberry, SC who won 19 games in three years when there were only a total of 63 games played in those three seasons.

  Bobby Morris, who caught more O’Dell pitches than anyone else because he was his battery mate in high school, American Legion, service, college, and textile ball, recalls that O’Dell’s bread and butter pitch was his fastball.

  “He had a good curve,” Morris remembers. “His changeup wasn’t all that great, but his fastball would come in and rise, and batters would swing under the ball. He threw a good hard ball. He was hard to catch.”
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  Flint Rhem played at Clemson in 1922 and 1923. He played for the St. Louis Cardinals, Philadelphia Phillies, and the Boston Braves.

  Morris was behind the plate on May 8, 1953 when O’Dell had his only collegiate no-hitter against arch-rival South Carolina. He only struck out nine in this game and allowed four base runners, three by walks and one on his own error.

  Morris threw out three runners attempting to steal and one runner was left stranded. Only two balls were hit to the outfield.

  O’Dell had a one-hitter against The Citadel just before no-hitting South Carolina and followed that gem with a two-hitter versus Furman. He had at least 15 games in which he struck out 10 or more batters, but his best night came in his freshman season (1952).

  The Tigers squared off against South Carolina in Orangeburg in a night game. O’Dell started out by fanning the first five Gamecocks he faced. He also struck out the last quintet as well as 11 in between for a total of 21 strikeouts. He struck out the side in the first, third, seventh, and ninth innings. It was one of three games in his career where he allowed only four hits.

  “From the standpoint of athletic ability, I always classified him like a cat out there on the mound,” said Dick Swetenburg, who played with O’Dell from 1953-’54. “He could really move, and he was very versatile. He was a great fielding pitcher.

  “Nobody bunted on Billy and got on base. He had a great move to first and not many people stole bases on him. And his battery mate from Newberry, Bobby Morris, complimented that.”

  After three seasons at Clemson, O’Dell signed with the Baltimore Orioles and also played with Milwaukee, San Francisco, Atlanta, and Pittsburgh in his Major League career. He played in the big leagues for 13 years, registering 105 victories.

  One of Billy’s major league highlights came in 1958, four years out of Clemson when the major league all-star game was in his own ballpark, the only one who played in Memorial Stadium.

  O’Dell pitched three perfect innings and was named the game’s MVP that night.

  The former Tiger All-American said Ted Williams was the toughest player he ever faced.

  “You talk about Ted Williams and then you talk about everybody else,” O’Dell said. “He’s the best hitter I’ve ever seen. He just hit the ball hard all the time. I’ve seen some great ones, but Williams was just a cut above everybody.”

  In his career at Clemson, O’Dell averaged 12.29 strikeouts per nine innings, and had 1.51 career ERA (0.79 his junior season). He recorded 19 complete games and 300 strikeouts.

  “When he was on, he was tough,” Swetenburg said.

  WILHELM TOOK Clemson, COLLEGE BASEBALL TO ANOTHER LEVEL

  Following a modest 9-4 start to ACC play in 1954, Clemson had posted a 10-30-2 mark in conference play from 1955-’57.
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  Bill Wilhelm had an 1161-536-10 record at Clemson. He took the Tigers to six College World Series.

  Flint Rhem played at Clemson in 1922 and 1923. He played for the St. Louis Cardinals, Philadelphia Phillies, and the Boston Braves.

  Frank Howard, who was also the athletic director at Clemson at the time, had talked to North Carolina legendary coach Walter Rabb in the spring of ’57 when the Tar Heels were in town for a game. Howard was seeking Rabb’s advice on hiring a full-time baseball coach to run the program.

  Bob Smith was the head coach at the time, but Howard wanted to free Smith up where he could be a full-time assistant football coach, which was what he was originally hired for in 1950.

  Rabb’s recommendation was to hire his assistant coach Bill Wilhelm. That’s all Howard needed to hear, and Wilhelm agreed to take on the challenge of turning the Tigers’ baseball fortunes around. What he did became legendary.

  From 1958-’93, Wilhelm won 1,161 games at Clemson, while winning six NCAA District Championships, six trips to the College World Series, seven ACC Tournament titles, 11 ACC Championships overall, and 18 regular season ACC Championships.

  “Baseball got serious once Coach Wilhelm got here,” said Bob Mahony, who played for Wilhelm from 1975-’76.

  Wilhelm came on board as Clemson’s baseball coach in September of 1957, and inherited a team that was 6-12 the spring before. The Tigers won the first ACC baseball title in 1954, but fell on hard times the next three seasons.

  Wilhelm knew there was work ahead, but that didn’t bother him. He had taken on tough challenges before and always came out on top.

  Before coming to Clemson, Wilhelm served as Rabb’s assistant at North Carolina, while at the same time working on his master’s degree. He was also the starting catcher for the local Greensboro team of the Carolina League at night.

  “Coach Wilhelm not only built baseball at Clemson, but he began to build it in the ACC and then the Southeast,” Mahoney said. “He wanted people to be good. He demanded other schools build their baseball programs.

  “I think he was one of the instigators of making people good and looking for good players and getting young people involved in the game, whether it was at the high school level or whatever. He wanted the ACC to be good. As much as he wanted to dominate it and as much as he wanted to win it, it was because of him the other teams started to get good.”
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  Bill Wilhelm never had a losing season in his 36 years at Clemson.

  1958: “WE ACCOMPLISHED SOMETHING MEMORABLE”

  Wilhelm was a winner at Clemson right out of the gate. His first game as a head coach in 1958 was against the touring Michigan State Spartans of the Big 10. Clemson not only defeated the Spartans, 7-5, that day but it also handed pitcher Ron Peranowski his only loss of the season. Peranowski later enjoyed a sparkling major league career and was the Los Angeles pitching coach for many years after that.

  The Spartans came back nine days later and handed Wilhelm his first collegiate loss on their way back to East Lansing, MI. Prior to the 3-2 loss, the Tigers had won their first four games under Wilhelm.

  “He was a young man, himself, but he taught us so much at the time,” said Howard Stowe, who pitched on Wilhelm’s first Clemson team.

  Wilhelm taught his players how to win by teaching them first how to work and to prepare for it.

  “If you are going to be good, you better prepare to get better,” he said.

  Wilhelm prepared them to get better by first making them feel better about themselves. No one thought the appearance and organization of a team meant more to a team’s success than the Clemson coach.

  First he bought new uniforms, new equipment, and new Louisville Slugger bats. Then he required his players to dress nicely when out on the town and to look sharp at all times.

  “I made them feel better about themselves,” Wilhelm told theACC.com in 2008. “I had them wear a coat and tie on the road. I told them not to argue with the umpires, to respect the game. They were able to perceive that things were going to be different and they bought into it.”

  It did not take long for the 1958 team to buy in.

  “We were a bunch of country boys. Wilhelm put us in new uniforms, something you could go to town in,” Stowe said. “His attitude was to get after it. Have fun, be assertive, and don’t beat yourself. He gave us confidence and confidence can take you a long way.”

  The Tigers’ confidence won them 22 games that year, five more victories than the previous three seasons combined.

  “He was tough,” right fielder Bailey Hendley said. “He emphasized fundamentals. He was demanding, but fair. If you didn’t do your job, you didn’t play. He was big on not talking back to the umpires or the opposition.

  “His attitude was ‘Never talk to the other team. Let ‘em sleep. We’ll beat their brains out before they wake up.’”

  Clemson beat a lot of teams’ brains out that first year. After getting off to an 8-0 start, the Tigers finished with an 11-3 record in ACC play as Wilhelm found himself in a tie with his old team and mentor, Walter Rabb, for first place.

  The two teams had split a pair of regular season games, each winning by scores of 2-1. Clemson won at Tiger Field, while UNC won in Chapel Hill. Back then only one team was selected from each conference for what was called the NCAA District Playoffs.

  In the ACC playoff game, subsequently a championship game, Clemson put up three runs in the top of the first inning, thanks to an RBI single by shortstop Bud Spiers and two Tar Heel errors. Another UNC error in the ninth gave the Tigers another unearned run.

  Clemson’s 4-1 win gave Wilhelm the first of his 19 regular season ACC championships. The Tigers ultimately ended the 1958 postseason with a 5-1 record in elimination games.

  “We really didn’t have a tremendous amount of talent, but we had heart and we wanted to play,” Spiers said. “We didn’t quit, we didn’t take off plays; we came after you for nine innings. Everybody did their jobs, everybody pulled for their teammates.”

  The NCAA District Tournament was held in Sims Legion Park in Gastonia, NC where the Tigers had dispatched the Tar Heels two weeks earlier to win the ACC Championship. The Tigers drew Florida, the Southeastern Conference champions, while George Washington represented the Southern Conference, and Florida State was the independent entry.

  In just one game Wilhelm figured out how quick it took to get backed into a corner. Stowe, who ended up owning 14 of Clemson’s 22 wins that season, was the natural choice to open against the Gators. But he was yanked in the second inning after the lefty gave up three runs on three walks, a single, and an error.

  Although Clemson rallied to score five runs in the sixth and seventh innings, Florida built a seven-run lead early in the game and hung on for an 8-6 win. In the meantime, the Seminoles had taken care of the Colonials, pitting George Washington against Clemson the next day, with the loser going home.

  Wilhelm gave Stowe another chance. But it was not to be. Stowe served up a grand slam in the first and surrendered a three-run blast in the second as the Tigers found themselves seven runs down coming to bat in the second inning.

  “That bus ride to Clemson seemed not far away,” Spiers recalled feeling.

  And then, what has been described by some as the “prettiest thunderstorm ever” came through and washed out that game as well as the FSU-Florida fracas, pushing everything back 24 hours.

  Unlike now, any game that had not gone five innings had to start from scratch. Thus, George Washington’s 7-0 lead was washed away with the storm.

  The next day, Wilhelm started right-hander Ed Lakey and the sophomore went out and sat the Colonials down on six hits as Clemson remained alive with a 4-2 victory.

  The Tigers had to wait around for the outcome of the FSU-Florida affair and play the loser in another elimination game that night. Florida bumped the ‘Noles into the loser’s bracket and was in the driver’s seat at 2-0.

  Hendley started on the mound for Clemson and had a six-hit, 5-0 lead going into the last half of the seventh inning when a pair of doubles scored a run, causing Wilhelm to bring Stowe in from out of the bullpen.

  After striking out a pinch hitter in the No. 9 slot, Stowe walked Dick Howser, whose name is synonymous with Florida State baseball, and then gave up a three-run homer to Charlie Rogers to close the gap to 5-4.

  In the bottom of the ninth, Howser slashed a one-out triple, and then a single by Rodgers, his fifth hit of the game, tied the score at 5.

  In the Clemson 10th, Bobby Norris hit one down the third base line and pitcher Frank Slusser threw the ball into right field as Norris ended up on third on what Wilhelm often referred to as “a 30-foot triple.”

  FSU coach Danny Litwiler, who had been in the “Big Leagues” a number of years, ordered Slusser to intentionally walk Hendley and Fred DeBerry, Clemson’s No. 1 and No. 2 hitters. While this was going on, Wilhelm was having a conversation with Spiers, the club’s leading RBI man.

  Wilhelm later said he told Spiers he didn’t quite understand why Litwiler was loading the bases in the top of the inning, but that if he saw a pitch he liked, he should start swinging.

  And he did.

  “We didn’t understand it then and I don’t understand it now,” Spiers said.

  The result was a bases-clearing double up the left centerfield alley, giving the Tigers a 10-7 lead. A one-out single in the bottom of the 10th inning was all Florida State could muster as Clemson moved on to play Florida, and the Seminoles went back to Tallahassee.

  After getting Sunday off—the NCAA did not play on Sundays in those days—Lakey got the starting nod against Florida, who liked him as well as Stowe. Lakey surrendered four runs in the top of the first thanks to a Charlie Smith grand slam, but Clemson got three runs of its own in the last half of the inning.

  When the Gators scored four more runs in the second inning, Wilhelm made another walk to the mound. By the time Hendley relieved to start the sixth inning, the Gators were up, 10-5, and things were anything but promising for the Tigers.

  But Clemson scored five runs in the sixth inning, another in the seventh, and took a 14-11 lead with a three-run outburst in the eighth. But Smith hit a three-run bomb in the top of the ninth to tie the game at 14.

  Clemson was not done, though. The Tigers loaded the bases with two walks and an error in the bottom of the ninth, while Hendley drove in the winning run with a base hit for a 15-14 victory. First baseman Fred DeBerry had four hits that afternoon to lead the Tigers.

  After the three-hour, 25-minute marathon, another game had to be played to decide the title because the winner had to be in Omaha, NB on Thursday for the start of the College World Series.

  In between games, Wilhelm looked down his bench and there were Stowe, Lakey, and Hendley. They had all pitched in the first game. Stowe had a 12-3 season mark and Wilhelm looked him in the eye and said, “You’re my most dependable man. See what you can do.”

  Stowe literally pitched the game of his career, giving up only four hits, and though he walked four batters, he struck out a career-high 17 that evening. Clemson managed only two hits, both by Spiers, but three walks, a single, and an error chased in three runs in the third and Stowe continued his mastery of the Gators as he had at least one strikeout in each inning and fanned the side in both the second and seventh innings.

  A two-out double and a single produced Florida’s lone run in the eighth, as the Tigers advanced to their first College World Series with a 3-1 victory.

  Stowe continued in Omaha where he left off in Gastonia, as he struck out 13 in a 4-1 win over Arizona in the first game of the CWS. But, Clemson’s magical run finally came to an end in the two next two games.

  “We were all dead tired, exhausted,” said Stowe, who ended his junior year with a 14-4 record, which included 120 strikeouts.

  Holy Cross ripped through the Tigers’ pitching in the second game as it pounded out 19 hits in a 17-4 win, while Western Michigan eliminated them in the third game with a 5-3 victory.

  The 1958 Clemson team had only 15 players on its roster, while some teams in the College World Series—like top- seeded Southern Cal—had 16 pitchers on its roster alone.

  “None of us expected to be in Omaha when the season began,” said Spiers.

  Nobody except Wilhelm of course, who later admitted it was harder to do than he first thought after accomplishing it in his first two seasons at Clemson.
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  Legendary Coach Bill Wilhelm (L) and Harold Stowe are pictured. Stowe helped lead Clemson to the 1958 College World Series in Wilhelm’s first season at Clemson.

  “I was so new to college baseball, maybe I didn’t realize how hard it was,” he said years later. “The College World Series wasn’t as well-known as it later became, but it was still a big deal.

  “My 1958 team wasn’t my best, but it was my first and we accomplished something memorable.”

  PLAYING FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME

  Ty Cline starred at Clemson from 1958-’60 and was an All-American his junior season, which happened to be his last at Clemson. In 1959 he helped the Tigers advance to the College World Series as well as making the 1959 US Pan Am Team. That year, he led Clemson in most hitting categories while compiling a 5-1 record as a pitcher. As a junior he hit .348 and was named to the All-ACC and All- Atlantic Region teams to go along with his All-American selection.

  Cline’s career batting average at Clemson was .335 as he went on to play 12 years in the majors.

  “Coach Wilhelm gave us pride,” the All-American said. “He taught us how to handle ourselves. It is amazing what kind of man he was and what he has done for so many people who have gone through Clemson over the 36 years that he was there.”

  Cline was an outstanding athlete, and he was also offered a partial basketball scholarship from Norm Sloan at The Citadel, but Clemson upped the ante.

  “Coach Bob Smith at Clemson called and they worked out a deal where I would come to Clemson on a half-baseball and half-basketball scholarship,” Cline said. “After my freshman year, Coach Frank Howard, Coach Press Maravich, and Coach Wilhelm decided that I would be placed on a baseball-only scholarship.”

  After the 1960 season, Cline signed with the Cleveland Indians of the American League. His professional career lasted 12 seasons, 1960-1971, as he played for seven major league teams.

  “It was probably one of the better eras in baseball that you are going to see. We played for the love of the game and not the money,” Cline said.

  THE STREAK

  Rusty Adkins was not the kind of guy to just sit back and wait his turn. When he came to Clemson, he felt he could help the team right away. In 1964, however, the NCAA did not allow freshmen to play, so Adkins had no choice but to wait a year.

  That was the last time he waited to play, and he made sure Wilhelm knew that.

  “I told coach if I’m not good enough to play, you can have your scholarship back,” Adkins said.

  Wilhelm never requested it back because Adkins was more than good enough. His first career hit was a home run. He went on to earn All-ACC and All-District honors in all three seasons he played. He was Clemson’s first, and still the only, three-time All-American (1965-’67).

  In 1965, Adkins hit .444 on the year and did not strike out in 126 at-bats. He had a career batting average of .379 at Clemson and those were the days when the college game used wooden bats. Like his first career hit, his last career hit was a home run.

  Baseball America named Adkins to its All-College Baseball Team for the 1965-’74 era.

  “He was what you might call a 100-percenter,” Wilhelm said of Adkins. “I never used the term 110 or 120 percent because 100 percent is all there is. Very few players approach 100 percent.

  [image: Image]

  “Rusty was a good hitter with a good eye.”

  How good was that eye? Good enough to record at least one hit in 41 straight games, an NCAA record at the time.

  The streak, which is still an ACC record, started in 1965 and carried over to the 1966 season. It was in serious jeopardy in the 32nd game of the streak against N.C. State. The game was in the ninth inning, and Adkins came to the plate for what was more than likely his final at-bat.

  “The N.C. State catcher said, ‘Well Rusty, this is it. It’s ended.’ I said, ‘We’ll see if it’s over, it’s been a good ride.’ Then I hit the ball over the center field fence,” Adkins said.

  Adkins 41-game hitting streak still ranks in the NCAA’s all-time top 10 list. After finishing his Clemson career in 1967, the York County, SC native signed with the Kansas City Athletics and played four years in their farm system before retiring.

  The former second baseman was later inducted into the Clemson Hall of Fame as well as being named to the South Carolina Hall of Fame in 1995. He was then enshrined in the Clemson Ring of Honor in 1998 and became the inaugural member of the York County Sports Hall of Fame that same year.

  In 2002, Adkins was named to the ACC’s 50-Year Anniversary team.

  WILHELM MAKES IT BACK TO OMAHA

  Mahony will never forget the day when he hopped on his bicycle, tied his cleats to his handlebar, and rode down to Tiger Field for the first day of tryouts. It was in the fall of 1972 and the freshman was eager to continue playing the game that has meant so much to his life.

  “I had my cleats on the bike. You know, those typical pictures you will see with a kid riding his bike to the baseball field. That was me,” Mahony said. “Then I looked out on the field and I saw guys like Smiley Sanders, Charlie Ing, Pat Fitzsimmons, Richard Haynes, and Lin Hamilton. All of these guys were pretty good players, All-ACC Players and I said to myself, ‘There is no way I can play with these guys.’”

  And he didn’t, at least not on the 1973 team.

  That following summer, while scouting other players, Wilhelm saw Mahony pitching in an American Legion game in Maryland. Remembering his conversation with Mahony the year before, the Tigers’ skipper encouraged the young player to give walking on another shot when he came back to Clemson for his sophomore year.

  “I wanted to play third base, but Pat Fitzsimmons was already there and we already had some pretty good infielders so I was not going to beat out anybody,” Mahony said.

  But because he loved the game, Mahony went back out there, and that’s when his opportunity to make the squad at Clemson presented itself. During one early practice, Wilhelm asked for volunteer pitchers for batting practice and Mahony graciously raised his hand.

  “If I was going to make the team, I knew I had to do anything I could to make it,” he said. “I pitched before, so I might as well go ahead and give it a shot. So I went out there and pitched batting practice, but I pitched like I was in a game. I was out there to impress somebody.”

  But instead, he started making the other players mad. Mahony did not seem to care though. He wanted to show Wilhelm what he could do, so he kept on pitching like he was in a game, and eventually the legendary coach took notice.

  “I remember the guys complaining and asking, ‘Coach, is this guy pitching batting practice or are we are in the bottom of the ninth here? What’s going on?’ After that batting practice session, Coach came up to me and said, ‘I think we found a position for you. We can probably work you in.’ Then he said, and I’ll never forget this, ‘But, when you hit, nothing exciting happens.’

  “That’s a typical Coach Wilhelm one-liner. I will never forget that. You know when you grow up playing baseball, you knew you could hit. But when he told me that I was like, ‘Well, it looks like I better pitch.’”

  But before he could pitch, Mahony had to get a haircut. Yes, a haircut. In the early 1970s, almost every man had long hair and a mustache. It was the style, along with bell bottom corduroy pants and plaid shirts. But if you played for the Clemson baseball team, you played by Wilhelm’s rules and he did not like long hair on any of his ballplayers. His players were supposed to look sharp and respectable at all times.

  “He said, ‘If you are going to be a part of this program, you are going to get a haircut before you come to practice tomorrow. You will not be on the field again with that hair,’” Mahony recalls. “So as soon as I left the field, the first thing I did was get my hair cut. I came back the next day, and he gave me a chance.

  “That’s what you ask for, is just a chance.”

  Mahony made the best of his opportunity and lettered for Clemson from 1975-’76.

  “Playing for Coach Wilhelm, you had to respect the way he was,” Mahony said. “If you started taking the way he was personally, you would have a problem. I saw kids have problems because they took it personally.

  “He would really get in your face. He would say some things that if you took it wrong, it could be mean. A lot of guys took it that way and it affected the way they played. That was not good when that happened because he was not going to back off.”

  By the time Mahony was a senior in 1976, most of his teammates grew to understand and respect Wilhelm and his teachings. In 1975, the Tigers earned an at-large bid for the NCAA Mideast Regional after winning a share of the ACC Regular season title. It was the program’s first NCAA Tournament bid since playing in the NCAA District III Playoffs in 1967.

  “We didn’t even know we had a bid. All of us had gone home,” Mahony said. “We weren’t even practicing and in fact some guys had already started playing on summer teams.

  “Then we got called back and did not really practice very much. In fact, on our way to Ypsilanti, Michigan, because we did not fly up there, we played some teams on the way. Coach had set up some games to play because we had not practiced together.”

  But the scrimmages did not help. The Tigers were eliminated after losing to Eastern Michigan and Penn State in the first two games of the regional.

  “That experience got us ready for the next year because we knew we were better than that,” Mahony said. “Most of the guys on the 1975 team played on the ’76 team with the exception of Denny Walling and maybe a couple of pitchers.

  “In 1976, we knew we were good enough.”

  Of all his College World Series teams, the 1976 squad reminded Wilhelm a lot of his first one. There were no real superstars. There was no flash about them. They just worked hard, played harder, and were fundamentally sound.

  “I see five reasons why [Wilhelm] was so successful and I use those lessons today,” said Alan Hoover, the designated hitter on the ’76 team. “First, surround yourself with talented people who are high in character. Second, be fundamentally sound in what you do. To become sound fundamentally you have to practice over and over. Third, keep it simple. Fourth, talk straight. Be honest in everything you do. Fifth, be aggressive and go down swinging.”

  The Tigers came out swinging alright. With guys like catcher Bill Foley, second baseman Billy Wingo, shortstop Kurt Seibert, third baseman Robert Bonnette, leftfielder Dave Caldwell, and center fielder Steve Tucker, they opened the season winning eight of their first nine games. But then a stretch in which they lost nine of 12 games in a 10-day period came along. However, that did not set them back.

  At 11-10, Clemson traveled to Newberry, SC, where it took care of business against the outmanned Indians to end a three-game losing streak with a 4-1 victory. That got the Tigers rolling as they first put together an 11-game win streak and then a five-game winning streak to close the regular season.

  “Coach Wilhelm was the leader and we wanted to win for him, but we also wanted to win for each other,” Mahony said.

  With a 29-13 overall record, including a 10-2 mark in the ACC, Clemson entered the ACC Tournament as the top seed. Thanks to pitchers like Ron Musselman, who had pitched a no-hitter against Virginia the week before, the Tigers extended their win streak to eight games by beating Wake Forest 2-0 and Maryland 2-1 and 3-2. It was the Tigers’ first ACC Tournament Championship, which began in 1973.

  “We were a team and that’s what was neat,” Mahony said. “I thrived on that when I was a player. I wasn’t that great of a player, but I was made better because of the people around me.

  “You see that in any sport. You see guys excel and become better players because of who they are surrounded by. I was fortunate to be surrounded by really good players and when I got up and pitched I didn’t lose any sleep worrying if the guys behind me could play defense or if the team was going to score runs. I could take the mound pretty confident that these guys are going to help me get there.”

  By winning the ACC Tournament, Clemson earned an automatic bid to the NCAA Atlantic Regional, which was held in Columbia, SC. Archrival South Carolina, the last team to beat the Tigers, was the top seed and host.

  Clemson whipped Furman in the first game, 13-2, setting up a rematch with the Gamecocks. The Tigers beat USC in Columbia on April 2 that year, before falling to the Gamecocks, 4-3, 11 days later in Clemson.

  In the Atlantic Regional, Clemson tallied a 10-4 win to advance to the Championship round. Everyone expected Clemson and USC to meet at least one more time, but Furman came out of the loser’s bracket with a stunning upset over the Gamecocks.

  Clemson had no problem beating Furman for a second time, disposing of the Paladins 6-2 to win the regional and advance to the College World Series for the first time in 17 years.

  “We knew we were good enough to get there, but that’s almost where it stopped because we got there,” Mahony said. “That was our goal. Get to Omaha. I think we were a little intimidated at first because we had not been there before.

  “Coach had not been there since ’59. So I think we were a little intimidated as a team by the surroundings.”

  The other seven teams in the World Series were Arizona, Arizona State, Auburn, Eastern Michigan, Maine, Oklahoma, and Washington State. Arizona was making its 10th trip to the CWS, while Arizona State was making its eighth and Oklahoma its sixth.

  It didn’t help that the Tigers flew to Omaha in a DC9 that made just about everyone on the plane sick, and to add insult to injury, it did not have air conditioning.

  “It had propellers on both wings and real small back wheels,” Mahony said. “I remember we had to stop in Evansville, Indiana. I will never forget that. We had to land there to get gas on our way to Omaha. We got out and it was so hot. We were all dying because we were burning up.

  “Guys were getting sick. There was no air conditioning in the plane going out there and it was just bouncing around. But we thought it was normal. We didn’t know any different at the time. We just got on the plane. ‘Let’s pack it up and go. We’re flying to Omaha.’”

  When the Tigers got there, a yellow school bus picked them up and took them to the hotel. After that they unpacked they headed over to a local high school to practice and that’s when they noticed they were a little out of place and thought they did not fit in.

  Arizona State was finishing up its practice. The Sun Devils had come to Omaha on a commercial jet and were driven around on a charter bus.

  “When we practiced, we wore almost our dress uniforms to practice,” Mahony said. “Arizona State, all of their guys had shorts on, and they weren’t wearing shirts in practice. They all looked like Greek Gods out there with their tans and everything else. Here we show up, and ‘Here are the boys from Clemson. Country comes to town.’ That’s kind of what we felt like even though we knew we had a really good team. But this was all new to us.”

  For a little while the game seemed new to Clemson, too. The Tigers played Auburn in the first game and quickly fell behind. But then they settled down and started to rally.

  “Once we got to playing, after two or three innings, we realized we could compete against anybody,” Mahony said.

  Clemson came back to beat Auburn 9-4 and advanced to play Eastern Michigan in the second game.

  “That’s the one we should have won. We let that one get away,” Mahony said.

  Two days after the Auburn win, Eastern Michigan beat the Tigers 3-2 in 10 innings. The next day, Clemson was eliminated by eventual national champion Arizona, 10-6.

  Nearly 40 years later, Mahony looks back at 1976 with great pride. He and his teammates accomplished something only a few others have. They set a goal, achieved it, and then played in one of sport’s greatest events.

  “When you say you have played college baseball, to me that is fantastic,” he said. “To say you played college baseball and you played at Clemson means a lot anywhere because of the tradition and everything that is here.

  “I’m very proud of that, especially being a walk-on. To say that I played and ended up with a full scholarship because of Coach Wilhelm, I’m proud of that. But to say you played in Omaha, that takes the respect level to another level when you talk about guys that have been playing baseball. Everybody does not get that opportunity and there are very select programs that can make that statement - ‘We played in Omaha.’

  “It gives you creditability that you have been there, regardless of when it was. Coach took the ’58 and ’59 teams to Omaha in his first two years as a coach, that’s amazing. I can’t even imagine that. It was awesome that we got to be the next [team], the first one in 17 years to do it. It was a special team.”

  SIMONS MAKES HISTORY

  Neil Simons says he learned so much about baseball from Wilhelm that he will always be grateful. But don’t think for a minute that Wilhelm wasn’t grateful for what Simons did for him and the Clemson program as well.

  In his four years at Clemson, Simons is still the only player in Clemson history to be named to the All-ACC First Team all four years in college. Twice he helped the Tigers make it to Omaha for the College World Series and three times he guided Wilhelm’s teams to ACC Championships.

  As a freshman in 1977, Simons hit a career-high .376 while guiding the Tigers back to the College World Series. Clemson got back to the CWS for a second straight season thanks to a 42-10 ledger, which included a 9-1 record in the ACC. The Tigers won the Coral Gables, FL Regional that year with a thrilling 10-9 victory over the University of Miami in the championship game.

  The 1978 and ’79 teams won the ACC, but fell just short of reaching Omaha as Miami eliminated the Tigers both years at the Coral Gables, FL Regional. Clemson finished the 1978 season 39-14 and was 10-2 in the ACC.

  The 1979 team posted a 40-15 mark and was 10-1 in the ACC as Simons, who now was a fixture in centerfield, hit .355, while catcher and designated hitter Dave Buffamoyer hit .343.

  Though the Tigers struggled in the ACC regular season in 1980, there was no slowing them down in the tournament. As the No. 3 seed, Clemson swept the ACC Tournament for its third consecutive championship with wins over Wake Forest (4-0), Maryland (9-4), NC State (5-4), and North Carolina (12-3).

  Led by Simons (.317), catcher Dave Lemaster (.315), leftfielder Billy Weems (.328), third baseman Frank Russ (.327), and second baseman Tim Teufel (.387), Clemson took Wilhelm back to the CWS for a fifth time. However, it was not an easy road.

  In those days, the ACC Tournament was played at the end of April and was held two weeks before the NCAA Regionals began. Wilhelm, who learned from his experience in 1975, scheduled nine games in between to keep his team fresh. The Tigers, however, did not play too well in that stretch and lost five games, including four of the last five.

  Luckily, it did not affect the selection committee’s decision to award Clemson as a regional host for the first time, especially considering No. 2 seed South Carolina outscored the Tigers 10-2 in a two-game sweep in Columbia on May 10 and 11 of that year.

  But home field advantage has a way of making a team feel better. Eleven days after losing to USC in the second game, the Tigers put up 22 runs in a first-round win over East Tennessee State. The next day, they took down the Gamecocks, 6-2, and then advanced to the CWS for a third time in five years with a 17-12 victory over their archrivals the following afternoon. In the three games combined, Clemson scored 45 runs.

  Though there were many great moments for the Tigers in 1980, Simons said one of the best came in Clem- son’s win over Virginia in mid-April. In a tight game, Simons hit a ball off future Major League pitcher Ricky Horton down the line. The ball curled about the foul pole and the umpire called it a home run. What happened next stunned Simons.

  “After I crossed home plate I looked up and saw Coach Wilhelm at the plate arguing with the umpire that it was a foul ball,” Simons said. “I couldn’t believe he was arguing against a home run by one of his own players in his ball park.

  “He told me in the dugout that he didn’t want Clemson to get a reputation that we were a bunch of ‘homers’ and that Clemson would be a place where [the opposing team] would be treated fairly.”

  By the way, the umpire did not change his call.

  Clemson finished the 1980 season 38-21 after losing the first two games of the CWS to Miami and California. Teufel was an All-American and joined Simons, pitcher Mike Brown, and shortstop Robbie Allen on the All-ACC team as well.

  YOU DO NOT NEED A ‘JIMMY’ WHEN YOU HAVE A ‘KEY’

  Jimmy Key was one of Wilhelm’s all-time greats. He is the only baseball player in Clemson history to be first- team All-ACC at two positions in the same season. He played three seasons on the diamond in Tigertown, and then went on to a successful 15-year Major League career, including two World Series Championships.

  “Gene Compton, a former Clemson payer who was living in Huntsville, kept telling me about this lefthander that I had to see,” Wilhelm said. “He was being heavily recruited by all the schools, so I made the trip to Birmingham, Alabama to watch him pitch in the state quarterfinal game in front of 4,000 people.

  “He struck out 19 batters in 11 innings and won 1-0. I was so impressed that I went to him after the game and offered him a full scholarship. Without any hesitation and [without] ever seeing Clemson, he said, ‘I’ll take it.’ He was certainly one of the easiest players I ever recruited.”

  He turned out to be one of Wilhelm’s best players, too. In Key’s freshman season, he led Clemson in starts and innings pitched. Though he was a freshman, he started in the opening game of the 1980 College World Series and finished the season 7-5 with a 2.99 ERA.

  It became evident that season how effective Key was at getting batters out without overpowering pitches. He struck out only 52 batters, but at the same time allowed just 85 hits.

  In his sophomore season, Key impressed with his bat, hitting .317 in 167 at-bats, but he was 4-6 on the mound.

  He turned things around his junior year, putting together perhaps the greatest all-around season in Clemson history, while garnering All-ACC honors as both a pitcher and as a designated hitter. He had an ACC-best nine wins to go along with seven complete games in 116 innings pitched.

  At the plate, Key hit a team-best .359 and then a school-record 21 doubles.

  Key went on to play 15 seasons (1984-’98) in the majors, including nine with Toronto, four with the New York Yankees, and two with Baltimore. He accumulated a 186-117 record along with a 3.51 ERA, and won at least 12 games in the 12 seasons in which he started at least 12 games.

  Key was also a four-time All-Star and played on two World Series Championship teams, the Blue Jays in 1992 and the Yankees in 1996. Key, who wore a Clemson T-shirt underneath his uniform for good luck, even got his teammates to wear Tiger T-shirts.

  HEFFERNAN RULES BEHIND THE PLATE

  Bert Heffernan, who was a catcher for the Tigers from 1985-’88, was once described as looking like they used his uniform to drag the field before the game. It was not dirty because of ground maintenance, instead it was because of his hard play and hustle at a position he loved.

  “He got the job done behind the plate better than anybody I’ve ever seen in college baseball,” said Wilhelm. “He’s the toughest I’ve ever had.

  “There are three things that make Heffernan stand out from any other player I’ve ever seen anywhere. One, he’s not afraid of getting dirty and two, he’s not afraid of getting hurt, and most importantly, he’s not afraid of embarrassing himself. He has a good time playing this game.”

  Heffernan had a .337 career batting average at Clemson. He had 27 career home runs and 63 doubles in his four years. He played in 259 games in his four-year career.

  “I don’t’ know how I got put behind the plate,” Heffernan said. “But, I’ve been there since I was eight years old. There’s always something going on if you’re the catcher. That’s what makes it so much fun. I loved it.”

  SPIERS MEANS Clemson BASEBALL

  Bill Spiers just couldn’t get enough.

  After hitting .345 in his first two seasons on the baseball diamond, he saw an ad in the school’s student newspaper (The Tiger) from then-head football coach Danny Ford that caught his attention.

  The ad read, “We are concerned about our punting situation. If there is a student reading, those who can punt, please call me at the office. We aren’t looking for any Dale Hatchers, just someone who can average about 40 yards with a four-second hang time.”

  That ad led to Spiers trying out, making the squad, and becoming the starting punter for the 1986 ACC Champions, where he averaged 39.2 yards per punt. Despite playing on the gridiron for only one season, his average is one of the best in Clemson history.

  But as much as he loved his football fame, baseball has always been Spiers’ first love.

  Spiers came from an athletic background. His brother Michael lettered four times in baseball at Clemson in the late 1980s and early ’90s as an outfielder. Michael was also the 1991 ACC Tournament MVP.

  Their father, Bud, was a shortstop, like Bill, for the Tigers from 1957-’59 and played on Wilhelm’s first two College World Series teams.

  As a freshman in 1985, Bill Spiers hit .380 in 171 at-bats in a variety of positions. In his sophomore year, his power numbers improved as he hit 11 doubles, five triples, 12 home runs and stole 35 bases to go along with 53 RBIs and a .322 batting average.

  In 1987, Spiers led the ACC with 11 triples, while hitting .290 and stealing 16 bases as the Tiger shortstop. The 11 triples still stand today as the most in a single-season in Clemson history.

  The Sporting News tabbed Spiers as a first team All-American, while he was also a first team All-ACC selection in 1987. He was also an All-ACC Academic Honor Roll honoree that year.

  In his Clemson career, Spiers accumulated 17 home runs, 119 RBIs, 34 doubles, 17 triples, and 60 stolen bases in just three seasons. He was also a two-time ACC Academic Honor Roll member, the recipient of the Clemson Sportsmanship Award in 1986 and 1987, and a member of the 1986 and 1987 NCAA Tournament Teams.

  Spiers was drafted in the first-round (13th overall) by the Milwaukee Brewers in the 1987 June draft.

  1991 WAS THE BEST

  Although Wilhelm had many rewarding years at Clemson, the 1991 season was his most successful in terms of wins. The Tigers ran up a 60-10 record that season, the best record in the nation, captured the ACC regular-season title, and swept the competition in the ACC Tournament and the NCAA Northeast Regional to earn a berth to the College World Series.

  The 60 wins set a league record for victories in a season, breaking the old record of 54, set by the 1987 and 1988 teams. His 1991 team ranked No. 4 in Baseball America’s final poll. The trip to Omaha marked the sixth and final one of his career, and the Tigers’ ACC title was his 10th as head coach. He was named District III Diamond Coach of the Year along with the ACC Coach of the Year honor.

  WILHELM LOVED

  His pLAYERs In his 36 seasons as a head coach, Wilhelm, who passed away on Christmas Eve morning in 2010, amassed a record of 1,161-536-10 (.683), making him the fifth winningest coach in the history of college baseball at the time of his retirement in 1993.

  For his remarkable career achievements, Wilhelm, who coached all 36 years at Clemson, was inducted into the National College Baseball Hall of Fame in 2011. He became the first person associated with Clemson to be inducted into the Hall of Fame in Lubbock, TX, which inducted its first class in 2006.

  Wilhelm was also inducted into the state of South Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame and the Clemson Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012.

  Wilhelm never liked the spotlight put on him. He always gave credit to his players for his success.

  “Of all the people I played for in my lifetime, I rate Coach Wilhelm as the number-one coach I had,” said 1960 All-American Ty Cline.

  Despite a Hall of Fame career, Wilhelm graciously turned down acceptance into the Clemson Hall of Fame, the Clemson Ring of Honor, the South Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame, and the College Baseball Hall of Fame while he was alive.

  He even disliked the banner current Clemson baseball coach Jack Leggett placed inside Doug Kingsmore Stadium that honors Wilhelm’s career at Clemson.

  “Coach had an enormous impact on the lives of countless baseball players,” said Billy McMillan, who played for Wilhelm from 1991-’93. “He taught me more than just about the game of baseball. He taught me how to deal with people fairly, how to work hard, and the importance of discipline.”

  Serving as the head baseball coach at one school for an entire career is quite an accomplishment. Having 36 seasons under the belt is an even greater feat. But spending 36 years at one school and never having a losing season is unheard off.

  What made Wilhelm so successful was the way in which he treated his players and what he demanded in return because of it.

  “The two most important things in my life were my marriage and coming to Clemson,” said Rusty Adkins, a three-time All-American from 1965-’67. “He brought me to Clemson and I had not even seen the school before I accepted a scholarship.

  “I was close to him my entire career and it continued for 40 years. I loved the man.”

  One of the best examples of how Wilhelm treated his players is the story of Jeff Morris. His story is one of legend at Clemson because his grand slam in the eighth inning of the 1993 ACC Championship game secured Wilhelm’s final championship.

  For his heroics, Morris was named the Most Valuable Player of the 1993 Tournament. How he got to that point and the belief Wilhelm had in him is what makes his story so great.

  A walk-on in the fall of 1988, Morris came to Clemson with the dream of playing for Wilhelm. It’s the only reason he came. The 5-foot-8 skinny freshman from Pittsburgh, PA knew it would be a hard climb, but he was willing to do anything he could to make his dream come true.

  Morris became a Wilhelm fan after he attended Wilhelm’s baseball camp while in high school. He loved the instruction he got from Coach Wilhelm and the other coaches there, plus he fell in love with Clemson.

  “What impressed me so much when I went to Clemson’s baseball camp was how involved Coach Wilhelm was,” Morris said. “At the North Carolina camp the week before, [their coach] came out and talked to us and asked how we were doing, and then we did not see him again. He wasn’t involved at all.

  “Coach Wilhelm was actively involved. He spent some time with me and I remember he made one comment to me. He told me, ‘You have a good little stick there.’ That kind of told me I wanted to play for this guy.”

  When Morris finally got to Clemson, he discovered there were 34 kids just like him, trying to do the same thing. He worked his tail off. He was always the first to come to practice and the last one to leave. One by one, he noticed the other walk-ons getting cut. Wilhelm would call them into the office and would tell them straight up what the deal was.

  “Coach was always a straight shooter. He told it like it was. He was very honest with you,” Morris recalls. “I was struggling and I was one of the bottom-of-the-half guys, but for some reason he kept me around. I did not tell him this until later, but I broke my thumb before I came down so I was a little bit hindered and was just getting back in the swing of things.”

  Wilhelm stuck by Morris’ side, even though assistant coaches Dave Littlefield and Joel Lepel were asking Wilhelm why he had not cut Morris.

  “He came in one day and told them to leave him alone about Morris,” said Sanford Rogers, a former assistant inside the Sports Information Department at Clemson. “He said to ‘Leave him alone about it. He is a good kid, he works hard, and he is staying.’”

  The reason Wilhelm was committed to Morris was the conversation the two had one day after practice.

  After missing practice one day due to classes, Morris recognized all the freshmen and the few walk-ons that were left over; other than himself, they all had brand new Converses with orange spikes. Wondering if this was a sign he had been cut, Morris waited until practice and approached Wilhelm about where his shoes were because his cleats were old and worn out.

  “I was thinking he didn’t have the heart to cut me so he was just waiting to cut me,” Morris said. “I sat down with him, and I asked, ‘Coach, do you think I can get a pair of those shoes?’ He looked at me and said, ‘No son. Jeff, that’s not necessary.’

  “So he looked at me and said, ‘Why did you come to school here?’ And I said, ‘To play baseball for you.’ But he told me, ‘You can’t play baseball for Clemson. You know you can’t.’ So I told him I can. I told him I was a late bloomer. That I was going to get bigger and stronger and drink my milk and work out. ‘The cleats would really help me because I’m not getting out of the box and it is causing me to slip in the outfield. My thumb is just now getting better and I’m just now starting to swing the bat.’

  “He said, ‘Thumb! What did you do to your thumb? What’s wrong?’ So I told him what had happened and he said he would get me a pair of cleats the next day and then he would give me a couple of more days to see if I could make the team.”

  With the new cleats and his thumb finally healed, Morris connected on seven-straight extra base hits during team scrimmages and earned his roster spot in the process.

  After taking infield practice with Bill Spiers later that week, Wilhelm gave Morris the news he had been waiting for.

  “‘Jeff, I’m not going to cut you. Go see Todd in the locker room, he has a locker for you,’” Morris recalls. “It’s funny because all the lockers were taken so I had to share with one of the freshmen. I was happy with that, but I’m sure as a scholarship freshman he wasn’t as happy about sharing his locker with a walk-on who should not have even made the team.”

  But, Morris proved his worth, as he had a career .313 batting average and will forever be linked to his grand slam in the 1993 ACC Championship game that gave Wilhelm his last title.

  The ACC Tournament proved to be magical that year, as the Tigers went through the five-day tourney with a 5-1 record, including a come-from-behind 11-7 win over NC State in the championship game, thanks to Morris’ grand slam.

  Clemson received a No. 2 seed in the NCAA’s Mideast Regional in Knoxville, TN, the sixth-straight year the Tigers were a No. 1 or No. 2 seed heading into NCAA play. In the regional, the 1993 team set a school record for wins against top-25 teams in a season with 13, so their overall 45 wins came against one of the toughest schedules in the country. Thirty-two of the 65 games were against teams that played in the NCAA Tournament.

  In his last years at Clemson, Wilhelm took the Tigers to the NCAA Tournament seven straight times, while posting a 356-115-1 record, an average of nearly 51 wins a year. He took a team to the NCAA Tournament 17 times in his career.

  Wilhelm’s 1,161 career victories make up one of the highest totals in any sport by an ACC head coach. He posted a record of 378-158-1 in ACC regular-season games, a 70.5 winning percentage and had at least a .500 league record in each of his final 21 seasons.

  The Tigers captured 14 ACC titles outright, more than any other team, and Wilhelm was the mentor for 11 of them. Clemson has either won or tied for the regular season title 21 times, and Wilhelm was the head coach on 19 of those occasions. He had 10 consecutive years (1973-82) when the Tigers either won the ACC regular season or tournament title.

  Wilhelm, a native of China Grove, NC, played at NC State for two years before signing with the Saint Louis Cardinals in June of 1950. After one year of professional baseball, he entered military service, where he spent two years.

  He played service ball and spent two more years in the professional ranks before returning to college, where he went to Catawba College (Salisbury, NC) and received his degree in January of 1957.

  In 2012, Wilhelm was inducted into the Catawba College Sports Hall of Fame.

  LEGGETT KEEPS IT GOING

  Few programs in the country have had as much uninterrupted success as the Clemson baseball program. Since 1958, only two head coaches have led the Tigers.

  In the 55 years prior to the 2013 baseball season, Wilhelm and Jack Leggett have combined for 2,008 wins, 20 ACC regular season titles, nine ACC Tournament titles, 35 NCAA Tournament bids, and 12 trips to the College World Series.

  “I don’t know if there is anyone in the country that has gone that long and had that much success as we have had here with our baseball program,” former Clemson athletic director Terry Don Phillips said.

  Leggett was no stranger to success before he came to Clemson as Wilhelm’s associate head coach and recruiting coordinator in 1992. As a player, he was the captain on Maine’s 1976 College World Series team. He also was a two-time All-Yankee Conference honoree in football as a defensive back and placekicker, and still holds the school record for the longest field goal, a 52-yarder.

  As a coach, he spent five seasons at Vermont, where he first started the program, and then turned into a consistent winner. In 1977, he coached the Vermont club team and by 1978, he organized and coached the school’s first intercollegiate team.

  At age 23 and only two years removed from the college game as a player, Leggett was the youngest head coach in the country. In his first year, he guided Vermont to an 11-9 record. In his five seasons as the head coach at Vermont, Leggett had a 75-61 record.

  In 1983, Leggett left Vermont for Western Carolina, where he spent nine years and compiled 302 victories. He led the Catamounts to five NCAA Tournaments from 1985-’89, five Southern Conference titles, and a top-30 ranking during his tenure as head coach.

  Leggett’s 1988 team set the school record for wins in a season, posting a 38-24 record, while the 1989 squad won its fifth consecutive Southern Conference title. The Catamounts averaged 33 wins a season during his time in Cullowhee, NC, and his teams played in the conference title game in eight of the nine seasons.

  The 1991 Catamounts, his last team there, posted a 36-26 record. One of the 36 wins came in a 9-7 victory over Clemson on March 31, one of just 10 losses the No. 4

  Tigers had that year.

  Leggett, who was inducted in the Western Carolina Hall of Fame in 2001, produced 35 First-Team All-Southern Conference players, six conference Players of the Year, and had 16 players sign pro contracts.

  Like Clemson, Leggett’s success in baseball continues. In his 19 seasons prior to 2013, he led Clemson to 847 victories (44.6 per season), 18 NCAA Tournament appearances, and six College World Series berths.

  Clemson is the seventh winningest program in the nation during his time as head coach.

  “Some of his characteristics are very similar to Coach Wilhelm’s,” said Mahony, who now calls games on the Clemson Tigers Sports Network. “Jack respects the game. Now Jack has moved on from how the kids are treated and what the expectations should be from an administrative commitment standpoint. I think in that sense he has taken it to another level.”

  Of Leggett’s 847 wins at Clemson, 223 have come against teams ranked in the top 25 of at least one of the three major polls. He also has 120 wins over top-10 teams, 67 victories in NCAA Tournament competition, and has directed Clemson to a winning record in ACC regular-season games in 18 of his 19 seasons in Tigertown.

  For his accomplishments, Leggett will be inducted into the American Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame on January 3, 2014 in Dallas, TX. Prior to 2013, he was the sixth winningest active coach in the country with 1,224 victories, which ranked 14th all-time in baseball history.

  In 1994, Clemson won the ACC regular-season title and went on to win the tournament title as well. In 1995, the Tigers repeated as ACC regular-season champions and won the NCAA East Regional title to advance to the College World Series.

  The 1996 team, which had National Player of the Year Kris Benson on the mound, brought Clemson another NCAA Regional title and a second consecutive berth to the College World Series.

  Leggett guided Clemson to the College World Series in 2000, 2002, 2006, and 2010 as well.
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  Jack Leggett is one of the winningest Head Coaches in the Nation.

  In 2006, the Tigers captured the Atlantic Division title with a 24-6 record and then won the ACC Tournament Championship. Clemson also won regional titles in 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, and 2010.

  In seven of the 19 years Leggett has been the head coach, the Tigers have finished in the top 10 of all three major polls, and there has been at least one top-25 final ranking in 15 seasons.

  Leggett has been named ACC Coach of the Year three times (1994, 95, and 2006).

  COACHING TREE

  A coach’s success is measured in wins and losses. There is no getting around, that’s just the way it is. With those numbers, Leggett has proved he is one of the best in the business.

  But there are other ways to prove a coach’s success as well, such as graduation rate, all-conference and All-American performers, the number of players who have gone on to play professional ball, and the success of coaches who have worked under him.

  Leggett’s graduation rate amongst players who have stayed all four years is extremely high, he has coached 30 All-Americans, and he has had 110 former players play in the major leagues, but perhaps his proudest moments are when he sees a former assistant coach go on to have great success as a head coach.

  In all, eight of Leggett’s former assistants have gone on to become head coaches at other programs, including five from his time at Clemson – Tim Corbin (Vanderbilt), John Pawlowski (Auburn), Kevin O’Sullivan (Florida), Tom Riginos (Winthrop), and Russell Triplett (Newberry).

  “I think just looking at Jack’s record and what he has done with assistant coaches, seven are Division I coaches right now. That says something,” Mahony said. “Jack knows the game. He knows it well. He respects the game and he has obviously modernized the game here at Clemson from when Coach Wilhelm was here.”

  GOOD FROM THE START

  It did not take Leggett long to prove to the Clemson faithful that the tradition Wilhelm began was not going to go anywhere under his watch.

  “The expectations are always going to be high here at Clemson, but I think the thing that our fans have a hard time getting over is how good everyone else is,” Mahony said. “How many other programs out there are really good? When Coach Wilhelm was here, Clemson was the best for a long time because everybody else wasn’t that good. Now, the ACC is loaded. The top six or seven teams can compete for a national championship at any time and can compete with anybody in the country.

  “It has not always been like that. Yet, ever since Jack has been here, we have been to 18 regionals. He has only missed one year in 19 years and has been to five Super Regionals since they began in 1999. His record is pretty good.”

  In his first year, Leggett led the Tigers to both ACC regular season and tournament championships. With just three starters returning in the field, Clemson was unranked in the preseason top 20, but it quickly reached the top 20 of every poll with a two-game sweep of No. 9 Tennessee. Those were the first two of 19 wins over top-25 teams.

  The 1994 Tigers, which finished the year 57-18, won a record 13 straight ACC games to open the season and ended the year with a 20-4 mark in the conference. After two wins over Miami in April of 1994, Clemson ascended to the No. 1 ranking in the nation, according to Collegiate Baseball. It was just the second No. 1 ranking in school history, but the first of 20 weeks in which Leggett has had the Tigers on top of the polls.

  After winning the 1994 ACC regular-season title, Clemson captured the ACC Tournament title by winning four games against top-20 teams. It was the fifth time in school history that the Tigers won the regular-season and ACC Tournament titles in the same year. As a result, Clemson was rewarded as a regional host for the first time in 13 years.

  Clemson was eliminated in the NCAA Regional, but it concluded 1994 as the nation’s winningest team. The summer following that season, Leggett was chosen to the University of Maine Hall of Fame.

  TIGERS BACK IN THE COLLEGE WORLD SERIES

  It did not take Leggett long to get Clemson back to the mecca of college baseball. In 1995, his Tigers had a 54-14 record due in part to an offense that was in the top 10 in the nation in scoring (8.4 runs per game).

  The Tigers also had six players on that team that went on to play in the Major Leagues.

  Clemson opened the year with 25 straight wins after suffering a season-opening loss to Oklahoma State. In the 25-game win streak was another two-game sweep of Tennessee as well as three-game sweeps against ACC foes, Duke, Wake Forest, and Maryland.

  The Tigers went on to have a 10-game win streak later in the season and cruised to another ACC regular season title with a 20-4 record. Clemson again hosted a regional, but this time it won it, winning every game by at least three runs. The Tigers easily disposed of Navy, Jacksonville, Winthrop, and Alabama to advance to the College World Series.

  CLEMSON’S FIRST NATIONAL PLAYER OF THE YEAR

  In 1995 Clemson advanced the College World Series thanks, to its hitting. In 1996, it made a return trip to Omaha, but this time it was due to a pitching staff that owned the best ERA (3.03) in the nation.
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  Kris Benson was named National Player-of-the-Year in 1996.

  There was a big reason for that, actually two to be exact. The 1996 team produced eight Major League draft picks, including seven in the first 17 rounds. Included in those selections were pitchers Kris Benson, the No. 1 overall pick, and Billy Koch, the No. 4 overall pick. It was only the second time in the history of the draft, which dates to 1965, that one school produced two of the first five picks.

  The Tigers also had Ken Vining, the squad’s No. 3 man in the weekend rotation. He had a 10-3 record with a 2.97 ERA, while Koch was 10-5 with a 3.14.

  “I think pitching was definitely to our advantage,” said Vining. “We had so much depth that any day we went there we could have a good day.”

  Benson was the ace of the staff, and for good reason. He had a 14-2 record to go along with a 2.02 ERA. He also had 204 strikeouts in 156 innings pitched over 19 starts.

  By the end of the season, Benson was named the consensus National Player of the Year in college baseball and was the recipient of the Dick Howser Trophy and the Rotary Smith Award winner, given to the nation’s best baseball player.

  “I could not have written this season any better,” said Benson.

  The Clemson ace was also named the ACC Player of the Year and was selected as the ACC Athlete of the Year for all sports.

  “Kris is something special,” Leggett said. “He has an ability to zero in on what he’s doing and focus like no one I’ve ever coached. His pitching speaks for itself.”

  That summer, Benson was the No. 1 overall selection by the Pittsburgh Pirates of the Major League Draft. He was the first Clemson athlete in any sport to be chosen number one in any draft.

  Benson also pitched for Team USA in the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, GA.

  With Benson, Koch, and Vining on the mound, the Tigers posted a 51-17 record. The 51 wins ranked fourth in the nation. And though Clemson had a dominant pitching staff, it was not too shabby at the plate either.

  First baseman Jason Embler was one of five Tigers hitting over .300 in the lineup. He led the squad with a .357 average, while second baseman Doug Livingston was hitting .341, catcher Matthew LeCroy .316, shortstop Kurt Bultmann .304, and right fielder Jerome Robinson .303.

  The Tigers finished second in the ACC that year to Florida State, though they swept the Seminoles at home in a three-game series. The sweep of FSU locked up Clemson for a regional site for a third straight year and once again the Tigers took advantage.

  Clemson rolled through the regional, beating up on Charleston Southern (9-1), Old Dominion (5-1), West Virginia (6-3), and Tennessee (12-5) on its way to another appearance in the College World Series.

  “We feel confident. If we play like we did in the regional, we have a chance to win it all,” Benson said at the time.

  The Tigers did not win it all, but they came closer than they ever had before. After losing to Miami in the opener, 7-3, Clemson bounced back to beat Oklahoma State, 8-5, in 10 innings and then rallied to win a thriller against Alabama, 14-13.

  Miami ended the Tigers run the next day with a 14-5 victory. Ironically, after going the entire season without a loss, Benson suffered both defeats at the hands of Miami, but neither defeat made Leggett think differently about his ace.

  “Kris Benson will always be the best college pitcher I’ve had or seen,” Leggett said. “I’ll remember all the games he won for us. He gave us all he had. He’s as good a player as you’ll see in college.”

  CLEMSON TURNS GREENE

  In 2000, Clemson climbed to the No. 1 ranking by Collegiate Baseball after opening the season 23-3. The Tigers again traveled back to Omaha for the first time in four seasons.

  Clemson went 1-2 in the College World Series that year after sweeping its way through the regional and super regional rounds. The Tigers ended the year with a 51-18 record and finished second in the ACC. Clemson claimed 14 wins over top-25 teams, including 11 wins against top-10 teams.

  The 2001 season saw Clemson triumph over adversity. The Tigers suffered a five-game losing streak, along with the unexpected loss of seniors Patrick Boyd and Mike Proto to injury. But, again, Clemson finished second in the ACC and was a step away from Omaha before being eliminated by eventual National Champion Miami.

  But the College World Series experience of 2000 and the rocky road of a 41-22 season in 2001 set the stage for one the Tigers’ greatest runs. The 2002 team was loaded with power and future major league talent.

  In all, eight players were drafted that year as Clemson went 54-17 and finished third in the College World Series, matching the 1996 team’s two victories in Omaha.

  The trio of Khalil Greene, Jeff Baker, and Michael Johnson combined to hit 77 home runs and drove in 265 RBIs. Greene was the patriarch of the three.

  In the Tigers’ 71 games, he set single-season records in home runs (27), RBIs (91), extra-base hits (61), slug percentage (.877), and total bases (250). Greene was named the National Player of the Year and picked up the Dick Howser Award, the Golden Spikes Award, and the Rotary Award as college baseball’s best player. He was the No. 13 overall pick by the San Diego Padres in the 2002 Major League Draft.

  Greene’s .470 batting average in 2002 was the best in ACC history. He also holds Clemson’s all-time records for games played (272), at-bats (1,069), hits (403), doubles (95), RBIs (276), and total bases (668).

  As good as Greene was at the plate, his skills at shortstop are often overlooked. He had a .961 fielding percentage in 71 games in 2002 and committed just 14 errors, this after having a .965 field percentage in 2001.

  Greene went without an error in 24 ACC games. He will always be remembered for the way he threw his body into his craft, knocking down ball after ball with electrifying stops.

  “He was like that every day,” Leggett said. “He would get a big hit, two, or three it seemed like every day. And he would make two or three plays in the infield like that every day.

  “You never knew what he was going to do. He was fun to watch.”

  And he was never better than on the big stage. In the first game of the College World Series, the Tigers drew Nebraska, whose loyal fans packed Rosenblatt Stadium with a sea of red and white.

  With more than 24,000 fans pulling against him, Greene put on one of the greatest performances in Clemson history.

  Besides making one incredible play after another at short, he also drove in five runs thanks to a two-run double and then a three-run home run that gave the Tigers a 10-8 lead in the bottom of the eighth inning.

  Greene helped Clemson rally from a six-run deficit to beat the Cornhuskers, 11-10. Baker’s RBI single in the bottom of the ninth lifted the Tigers to the win.

  Greene continued his heroics in Clemson’s next game against ACC rival Georgia Tech. He saved Clemson’s 9-7 win by going airborne to take away a potential base hit in the bottom of the ninth inning.

  While in Omaha, he broke the all-time NCAA’s doubles record with his 95th, while becoming only the second player in Clemson history to hit over .400 for a season and the first one since 1941.

  Greene also extended his 34-game hitting streak, third all-time in school history.

  “He had the best start-to-finish offensive season I’ve ever seen,” Leggett said.

  No one before or since has ever capped off his career at Doug Kingsmore Stadium any better than Greene did. In his last at-bat, he cranked a solo shot over the left field wall to finish off Arkansas in the Super Regionals.

  He celebrated by leaping into the arms of his teammates at home plate and then tossing his batting gloves into the stands along the first base side on his way back to the dugout.

  “I wasn’t going to use them again, so I just chucked them,” he said after the game.

  TIGERS ARE TOP CATS IN THE ACC, AGAIN

  The 2005 Tigers played one of their toughest schedules in history, which included 42 of their 66 games against teams that played in the NCAA Tournament. Clemson still managed to come within one win of a trip to the College World Series, falling in three games at Baylor in the Waco (TX) Super Regional.

  Clemson was 19-9 against top-25 ranked teams and won 21 ACC regular-season games, finishing in second place in the ACC standings. This success laid the foundation for what was to come in 2006.

  In 2006, Clemson returned eight starters in its lineup as well as pitcher Josh Cribb, its most consistent pitcher over the two seasons. All the stars were lined up for Leggett to have one of his best teams in Tigertown.

  And they did not disappoint, either.

  Clemson posted its most ACC wins in history (24), went 53-16, and won the ACC Tournament title thanks to a seldom-used pitcher by the name of Sean Clark.

  After undergoing surgery for a torn labrum the year before, Clark fell down the Clemson depth chart, thanks to a pitching staff that was loaded with strong arms. But the rigors of the ACC Tournament and two marathon games with Georgia Tech the night before led to a strong need for Clark’s services.

  If not for an injury to another teammate, Clark would not have been on the Tigers’ 25-man postseason roster. Instead, he got his first start of his Clemson career in perhaps the biggest ACC game the program had been in since last winning a conference title in 1994.

  “I never could have dreamed this up,” Clark said afterwards.

  Clark gave up one run on four hits in eight-plus innings of work as he lifted Clemson to its ninth ACC Tournament Championship with an 8-4 victory.

  “Coming back at the beginning of the year, I thought I could be the guy,” said Clark, who pitched only 10 1/3 innings in seven appearances prior to the ACC Championship game. “When I wasn’t, it was kind of discouraging.”

  Despite thinking about quitting, Clark stayed with it and found himself on the mound in the ACC Championship game.

  “We had about three or four guys who hadn’t pitched yet who were fresh,” Leggett said. “The players have confidence in him, so of the people who were ready, he seemed like the person to give the opportunity to.”

  Clark sat down the first eight batters he faced and took a shutout into the ninth inning, when he was replaced after giving up a leadoff single.

  Clark received a standing ovation from the crowd at The Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville in Jacksonville, FL and a hug from his head coach. He then shared high-fives with each Clemson player as he headed to the dugout.

  “For him to be able to do this in this arena will be something he’ll remember for the rest of his life,” Leggett said.

  With the Clemson fans cheering above his dugout, Clark stepped back out for one last curtain call and a tip of his hat on what was an unforgettable afternoon.

  “I was a little uncertain on what to do,” he said. “I didn’t know what to do, but I went with it.”

  Clark’s performance inspired his teammates. It also earned him a second straight start in the Clemson Regional. He got the Tigers off to a great start by scattering three runs in eight innings of work, while shortstop Stan Widmann hit a two-run home run for a 3-0 victory.

  The Tigers had no problems beating Elon in the second game and then won the regional with an 8-6 victory over Mississippi State.

  COLVIN CARRIES TIGERS TO OMAHA

  Clark had already got the positive mojo heading in Clemson’s direction with his performance in the ACC Championship Game, and in the first game of the Clemson Regional, outfielder Tyler Colvin brought it all the way over.

  Oral Roberts was the best story of the NCAA Tournament at the time. The Golden Eagles won the Fayetteville, AK Regional thanks to a win over host Arkansas and two over No. 2 seed Oklahoma State.

  In the Clemson Super Regionals, they had a one-run lead on the host Tigers in the bottom of the ninth inning with one out. Oral Roberts had taken an 8-7 lead on the Tigers after closer Daniel Moskos, who went on to be the No. 4 overall pick of the Pirates in 2008, gave up three runs in the top of the ninth inning.

  “We knew what we had to do. We’ve been doing it throughout the course of the season,” Leggett said.

  With one out, Herman Demmick singled up the middle and the centerfielder Brad Chalk laid down a perfect punt for an infield single down the third-base line. Third baseman Marquez Smith then lined a hit to deep short, loading the bases for Colvin.

  “Coach told us going into that last inning that it’s not over,” Demmick said. “We had to get base runners and do what we can to push them around.”

  With Demmick 90 feet away representing the tying run, Leggett told his senior to run like crazy on anything hit on the ground and to be cautious on a fly ball. So when Colvin took reliever Sean Jarrett’s 0-1 offering to deep right field, Demmick trotted back to third base to tag up. When he got to the bag and looked up, he saw Colvin’s ball sailing over the fence in right field.

  “As soon as I looked up, the ball is hitting the brick wall off the batting cages,” Demmick said after the game.

  Jarrett’s second pitch was a slider that hung over the plate and Colvin laid on top of it to lift the Tigers to an 11-8 victory. It was the first game-ending grand slam home run in Clemson history.

  “I was going up there trying to hit it hard and hopefully find a hole. I just did my thing,” Colvin said.

  Colvin did a lot of things in 2006. The first-team All-American led Clemson with a .356 batting average, 100 hits, and 171 total bases, 23 of which were stolen.

  The Tigers finished off Oral Roberts with another tight victory the next day, this time 6-5, to advance to their 11th College World Series appearance.

  When it was all said and done, the Tigers finished ranked No. 5 in all three polls with a 53-16 record, including a 26-9 mark against top-25 ranked teams. Clemson’s pitching staff had a 3.26 ERA, the sixth-best figure in the nation, one of many reasons Leggett was named ACC Coach of the Year.

  Colvin and Andy D’Alessio were both first-team All-Americans, while Cribb earned third-team honors. Colvin (No. 13 overall by the Chicago Cubs) was one of 10 Tigers selected in the 2006 draft.

  PARKER’S 20-20

  The first time he went out onto the football field, Kyle Parker had no idea what he was doing.

  “We were just little kids running around,” he laughed.

  Parker’s dad, Carl, knew. The elder Parker, who played wide receiver in the NFL, had seen it in his son’s arm, even at nine years old. He saw he could do some things with Kyle that most teams at that age could not.

  “He would be out there spreading us around,” Parker said. “Other teams would be out there running the Wing-T, but we would be out there throwing it deep.”

  With Kyle’s team throwing the ball all over the place, other teams were confused. They got even more confused when Carl called for five wide receiver sets.

  “They scrambled around trying to figure out what they should do, while we had receivers running wide-open all over the field. It was fun. We were pretty good,” Kyle said.

  Playing baseball was pretty fun for Kyle too, though success on the diamond for him did not come until a few years later. Spending the early parts of his life in South Georgia, where football is King, Kyle never really developed his skills as a baseball player.

  That changed when he and his family moved to Jacksonville, FL in the fourth grade. The game started coming to him easier, due in large part to the competition.

  “A lot of the kids got into baseball, so I got into it,” Kyle said. “I started playing AAU and ended up going to Miami it seemed like every weekend or South Florida playing ball all summer long.”

  From those experiences, Kyle developed into a two-sport athlete who shined in both at Clemson. In football, he was an All-American quarterback at Bartram Trail High School, where he was selected as an EA Sports Elite 11 Quarterback and played in the ESPN/Under Armour All-American game.

  In baseball, he was an all-state and all-county performer and was named the County Player of the Year as a junior in high school. Parker, who stands just barely six feet and weighs 210 pounds, was a middle infielder in high school and usually, because of his athletic ability, played wherever he was needed.

  But Parker isn’t known for his skills on the field, but instead he is known for his power hitting, which allowed him to become a First-Team All-ACC selection as a true freshman at Clemson. That season, he hit .303 with 14 home runs and 50 RBIs, while playing in 57 games. He also had 12 doubles and had an on-base percentage of .400.

  What made that feat more remarkable was the fact Parker could have been in high school that spring had he chosen to. Instead, he graduated from Bartram Trail in December and enrolled at Clemson that following January. Less than 60 days later, he was out on the baseball field in a Clemson uniform.

  “He is a complete player,” Leggett said. “He is strong and has great power and quickness in his bat.”

  Leggett described Parker the same way Clemson head football coach Dabo Swinney did.

  “He’s savvy,” Swinney said.

  Kyle seldom let things bother him. In the Clemson Regional in 2009, after striking out in his first plate appearance off the bench, he stepped up with two outs and down a run to Oklahoma State in the bottom of the eighth inning. With runners in scoring position, he delivered a two-run single that sent Clemson to the Super Regional Round.

  On the football field, he also proved just how savvy he could be. After throwing an interception to Florida State cornerback Jamie Robinson, who returned it 52 yards for a first-quarter touchdown, Kyle simply walked by Swinney and said, “My bad, Coach.”

  After that, he went on to complete 18 of 30 passes for 242 yards and a career-high four touchdowns, clinching the Tigers’ first ACC Atlantic Division Championship.

  “He handles his emotions very well,” Swinney said. “He doesn’t let mistakes haunt him. He moves on. He doesn’t let success get to him, either. He just plays.”

  Kyle plays because that’s how he sees it. He is only having fun.

  Carl says his son has always been that way. He doesn’t let the stress and the pressures of what comes with playing both sports get to him. There was a time when his mom, Cathy, remembered picking Kyle up after a practice and before getting into the car, he leaned over and vomited.

  Her motherly instincts immediately took over, and she wondered if they were all pushing him too far. Kyle calmed those fears when he told both his parents he was having too much fun for it to be considered work.

  “In football, there is nothing like Saturdays,” he said. “That is so much fun. There is nothing you compare that to in all of sports. Just having all those people out there, it is something else.

  “In baseball, you can enjoy the whole season. Football gets tough when you are over there doing two-a-days and practice all day just to play one game, but baseball you get to go on the road and hang out with the guys and just go out there and play every day. That’s the enjoyable part for me.”

  Both sports presented different challenges, both physically and mentally.

  “I say the thing about baseball is that you don’t really feel it until the end (of the season),” Kyle said. “Once you get to the end, you are like ‘man this has been a long year.’

  “In football you feel it every Sunday. You get beat up and you just have to shake it off and go back to work. They are both pretty physically tough on you, but you just have to know what you are doing.”

  Kyle had a lot of fun in the 2009-’10 academic year. He became the first Division I athlete in history to throw 20 touchdowns passes and hit 20 home runs in the same academic year.

  On the football field, he threw 20 touchdowns and passed for 2,661 yards in leading the Tigers to its first appearance in the ACC Championship game. Later that spring, he hit 20 home runs and had 64 RBIs in leading Leggett’s Clemson team back to the College World Series.

  After leading the Tigers with a .344 batting average to go along with his 20 home runs, the Colorado Rockies drafted Kyle in the first round of the Major League Draft with the No. 26 overall pick.

  Kyle, who was a first-team All-American on the baseball diamond, ultimately signed with the Rockies in July of 2010, but decided to play one more season of football.

  “I just have so much fun playing both, that kind [of] stuff doesn’t bother me,” he said.

  Kyle ultimately hung up his football cleats following a turbulent 2010 season in which he suffered injury to his ribs. Despite some disappointments, he still had some good moments, like his 167 passing yards in a win over Georgia Tech and his 214 yards in a 14-13 victory over Russell Wilson and 23rd-ranked NC State.

  “It’s been awesome,” Parker said about his time at Clemson. “I’m just glad I came here. I’m glad I get to be a part of this university where I got a chance to do this. Not many people would play both sports.

  “If you were to ask me when I came here could I imagine all the things that happened and the success I and both teams had, I don’t think I would believe it. I was extremely blessed to be in this situation.”

  2010 WAS AN UPSTREAM BATTLE

  The Clemson baseball team fought its way upstream all year in 2010, and finally it reached the source of that river with an 8-6 victory over Alabama in the third and final game of the Clemson Super Regionals.

  The Tigers advanced to the College World Series for the 12th time in the program’s history – the 11th- best total in all of college baseball.

  “I couldn’t be more proud of my team,” Leggett said afterwards. “We came from the depths in the middle of the season. We kept our heads in the game and kept on battling and working at it. We had some adversity on the way. You just had to know the game was going to end like it did the way the season has been going.”

  Fittingly enough, Clemson’s struggles throughout the 2010 season describe the origin of the city they have been trying to go to all along—Omaha. Omaha is an Indian name from the Nebraska Indian Tribe which means “upstream,” presumably because at one time they lived upstream from their close relatives the Quapaw.

  Clemson, which finished the year 45-25, was fighting upstream when the season began that March. After starting the year 17-2 and becoming one of the sure-locks for Omaha by the middle of April, the Tigers dropped six of their next eight games and fell into a midseason slump that took another nine losses in 12 games to recover from.

  At that point, most people wrote the Tigers off, but not their head coach. Leggett still had faith that his team would turn it around and would make a run.

  “There were a lot of tough times in the middle of this season and if you don’t believe something you can never achieve something,” he said. “All this time, I said we just need to get our act together and believe we can still get to Omaha and be a team that’s tough to beat at the end of the season.

  “Coaches have a very powerful position on the team because the players feed off of us. I’m proud of what we have accomplished and I’m proud of the other coaches. Everyone on our coaching staff continued to work hard when some others gave up on us.”

  There were some who doubted Clemson in the Super Regional Finals. The Crimson Tide (42-25) had their ace— Nathan Kilcrease—on the mound. He had an 8-2 record with a 2.42 ERA.

  After yielding just two runs to No. 8 Georgia Tech in six innings to win the Atlanta Regional the week before, no one was giving Clemson much of a shot.

  But from the get-go, the Tigers attacked Kilcrease. After wasting a leadoff hit from Chris Epps in the top of the first, Clemson got on the board and took the lead for good in the second when John Hinson hit a home run to right field, which also scored Kyle Parker, who led off the inning with a base hit to left.

  It was Hinson’s fifth home run since the NCAA Tournament started the week before in the Auburn Regional.

  “We were seeing the ball well today and hitting the pitches that we liked,” Hinson said afterwards. “We did well hitting the pitches that were mistakes.”

  The Tigers continued to get hits off Kilcrease in the third inning as Epps and Freeman led off the inning with back-to-back singles and then with two outs, shortstop Brad Miller, the 2011 ACC Player of the Year, doubled to the gap in right field to make the score 4-1.

  Clemson wasn’t done there. In the fourth inning, Richie Shaffer, who was picked No. 25 overall by the Tampa Bay Rays in 2012, homered for the second-straight game to lead off the inning and then after a walk and an infield hit from Freeman, left fielder Jeff Schaus delivered with a two-out double to right field for a 6-1 lead.

  “As an offense we just had a great approach to the game today,” Shaffer said. “We were squaring up on pitches we like and John Hinson got us started to put us up 2-1 and we kept going from there. We just had a great approach at the plate all day and never backed off.”

  The Tigers eventually chased Kilcrease off by the sixth inning after tattooing him for six runs on 11 hits.

  With one out in the seventh inning, and Hinson standing on base, Clemson eventually extended its advantage to seven runs when Shaffer hit a bomb to straightaway centerfield. It was his second home run of the afternoon and his third in the last two games.

  “I thought we came out to play offensively and we did a great job of scoring two runs in the second inning, two in the third and two in the fourth to keep the pressure on Alabama,” Leggett said. “We were swinging the bat really well and had some great at-bats on a good pitcher.”

  But it wasn’t over yet, not even when Alabama had two outs in the bottom of the ninth and was down to their last strike. Brett Booth kept the Tide’s slim hopes alive with a towering shot past the right field wall for a two-run homer that made the score 8-3.

  After loading the bases with three-straight singles, Alabama’s second baseman Ross Wilson drew a walk to bring home another run, which brought the tying run to the plate in first baseman Clay Hones. The game appeared to be over when Jones hit a hard roller straight to Miller at short, but Miller failed to get his glove down and two more runs scored for an 8-6 margin.

  Alabama’s Jake Smith then came to the plate. He had already homered in Games 1 and 2 and any kind of hit could have tied the game or won it for the Tide. But Will Lamb, who normally would have started, forced Smith to fly out to left field, which subsequently started a dog pile on the infield as Clemson clinched yet another trip to the College World Series.

  Clemson’s Super Regional win over Alabama was a microcosm of the entire year, and through the ups and downs the team found its way in the end. And that made getting to Omaha that much more satisfying.

  “The only way I can describe it, it’s the most satisfying moment I have had,” Hinson said. “It was incredible, with all the work we put into it. All the time and effort has paid off so far and we are going to Omaha to win.

  “It is a big step to get there and we were able to reach it.”

  The 2010 Tigers tied the 1996 and 2002 squads with two wins in Omaha with wins over top-ranked Arizona State and Oklahoma. Clemson finished third in the CWS, tying its best finish with the 2002 team.

  “It was definitely a special season,” Freeman said. “It’s not exactly how I wanted it to end in Omaha. I would have liked to have it end [in the Championship Series]. But getting here is something special.

  “The whole event is something special. And then to share it with the guys on our team and such good friends and brothers that I’ve made along the way, it just makes it that much more special. And with this coaching staff, as much as they care about our players, it’s awesome to come here and experience Omaha in its last season at Rosenblatt.

  “So it’s a special season, and coming to Omaha made it more special. It’s tough to have to go away early, but it’s a special season, nonetheless.”

  CLEMSON BASEBALL HISTORICAL TIMELINE

  April 24, 1896—Clemson played its first baseball game, a 20-13 loss to Furman. The home games were played on Bowman Field in front of Tillman Hall. The Tigers’ first head coach was R.T.V. Bowman.

  May 12, 1899—Clemson played South Carolina for the first time. The Tigers won 21-8 in eight innings in Columbia.

  1900—Legendary football coach John Heisman, who coached Clemson’s gridders for four seasons, was named the Tigers’ baseball coach. Heisman compiled a 28-6-1 (.814) record in three seasons (1901-03), which still stands today as the best winning percentage in Tiger history, slightly ahead of another legendary football coach, Frank Howard.

  1904—Vet Sitton played in his first season at Clemson. The Pendleton, SC native, a 5’11”, 170-pound righty, played one season (1909) for the Cleveland Indians, where he was 3-2 with a 2.88 ERA in 50.0 innings pitched. He later was the Tigers’ head coach in 1915, ’16 and compiled a 26-18-1 (.589) record.

  April 12, 1913—Doc Ezell pitched Clemson’s first no-hitter in a 5-0 victory over Erskine.

  March 27, 1916—Clemson defeated West Virginia Wesleyan 4-2 in the first game played on Riggs Baseball Field. Clemson played on this field until the 1970 season.

  April 29, 1916—Elmer Long pitched a no-hitter in a 2-0 win over Virginia Military.

  1921—Clemson joined the Southern Conference and was a charter member.
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  Historic Riggs Field was home to the Tigers from 1916-1969.

  1922— Flint Rhem, one of the Tigers’ greatest players of the 20th century, played in his first season at Clemson. He played during the 1922-23 seasons and later went on to play 12 Major League seasons with the Saint Louis Cardinals, Philadelphia Phillies, and Boston Braves. He had a 105-97 career record with a 4.20 ERA and over 1,500 strikeouts. He was 20-7 with a 3.21 ERA with the Cardinals in 1926, his best season. He once pitched a no-hitter (in 1924, one year before his rookie season in the Majors) while playing for the Fort Smith (AR) minor league team. He struck out 16 batters in the game and made it in “Ripley’s Believe It or Not” by not allowing a ball to be hit out of the infield.

  April 30, 1923—Flint Rhem struck out 21 batters in a 3-3 tie with Furman that went 13 innings. The game was called because of darkness.

  1923— Flint Rhem had a 7-2-1 record and completed all nine games. He had a total of 136 strikeouts for a 15.1 per game average. He also had two one-hit games that season and gave up only 40 hits all year, or 4.4 hits per game.

  April 17, 1924—Lefty Smith pitched a no-hitter in a 6-0 win over South Carolina.

  1931—Clemson’s season was cut short due to an outbreak of meningitis on campus in April. Clemson finished 6-2.

  1932— Legendary football coach Jess Neely, who coached the Tiger gridders for nine seasons (1931-39), coached his first season as Clemson’s baseball coach. He compiled a 67-66-2 (.504) record in seven seasons (1932-38).

  1932—Clemson won the state baseball championship

  1935—Clemson won the state baseball championship

  1941—Dude Buchanan set the school record for batting average in a season with a .485 mark (33-for-68).

  1943—Frank Howard, the Tigers’ career leader in football victories (165), coached the baseball squad for one season, compiling a 12-3 overall record. His career record is still the second-best of any coach in school history. There have only been five different baseball head coaches since his brief stint.

  March 29, 1946—Joe Landrum pitched a no-hitter in a 6-0 win over Erskine.

  June 12-20, 1947—Clemson participated in the NCAA Tournament for the first time. The Tigers advanced to the NCAA Eastern Finals and lost to eventual finalist Yale (and first-baseman George Bush) on June 20 at New Haven, CT.

  1947—Joe Landrum was Clemson’s first baseball All-American. He earned first-team honors from ABCA after posting a 12-2 record and 2.23 ERA. Landrum went on to pitch for the Brooklyn Dodgers. Clemson won the Southern Conference title with a 13-2 record.

  May 5, 1950—Fred Knoebel hit for the cycle (the first by a Tiger) at South Carolina. He walked in the first, tripled in the second, singled in the fourth, and hit a home run in the fifth. Knoebel also doubled in the seventh and was hit by a pitch in the eighth. Clemson won the game 14-5.
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  The 1947 Clemson Baseball squad was the first team to play in the NCAA Tournament.

  June 8-9, 1950—Clemson played Alabama and Kentucky in the NCAA Tournament at Kannapolis, NC, losing both games.

  April 4, 1952—Billy O’Dell struck out a Clemson-record 21 batters in a 5-2 win over South Carolina at Orangeburg, SC.

  May 8, 1953—Billy O’Dell pitched a no-hitter in a 2-0 win over South Carolina. That same day, Clemson officially joined the newly-formed Atlantic Coast Conference.

  May 22-24, 1954—Clemson participated in the NCAA Playoffs in a home-and-home series with Virginia Tech, but lost to the Hokies twice in as many games. Clemson lost the first game 11-10 on May 22. It marked the first NCAA Tournament event in any sport played at Clemson. The Tigers lost to Virginia Tech 7-1 two days later in Blacksburg.

  1954—Clemson won the ACC title with an 8-4 ACC regular-season record in the conference’s inaugural season. Bob Smith was also named ACC Coach of the Year.

  Fall, 1957—From the advice of North Carolina head coach Walter Rabb, Frank Howard hired a 27-year-old assistant from China Grove, NC named Bill Wilhelm.

  March 24, 1958—Bill Wilhelm coached his first game and defeated Michigan State 7-5 in seven innings at Clemson.

  May 19, 1958—Clemson defeated North Carolina 4-1 at Gastonia, NC in a playoff game to determine the ACC Champion. Both teams had 11-3 records after the regular season, forcing the one-game playoff.

  June 5-9, 1958—The Tigers won the NCAA District III Playoffs to advance to the College World Series. The Tigers lost their opening game of the NCAA Tourney to Florida 8-6. Therefore, the Tigers had to win five games in a row to advance to the College World Series in Omaha, NE, a destination never made before by Clemson at the time. So the Tigers promptly defeated George Washington and Florida State to stay alive. The only problem was that Clemson had to defeat Florida twice on June 9 to advance. In the first game, the Tigers won a thriller 15-14 when Bailey Hendley singled home Larry Wilson in the bottom of the ninth. Later in the day, Clemson won 3-1 to advance to Omaha. Harold Stowe, who went on to play for the Yankees, pitched a four-hitter to earn his 13th victory of the season. The two victories in one day still stands today as the only time that Clemson has won twice in one day to advance to the College World Series.

  June 14-16, 1958—Clemson participated in the College World Series for the first time. Clemson defeated Arizona 4-1 on June 14, but lost to Holy Cross 17-4 on June 15 and Western Michigan 5-3 on June 16.

  1958—Harold Stowe led the nation in appearances (21), innings pitched (127.0), strikeouts (126), and wins (14).

  May 16-18, 1959—After the 1959 regular season, Clemson, Wake Forest, and North Carolina were tied for first place, forcing a playoff among the three. Clemson beat Wake Forest 4-2 at Thomasville, NC on May 16 and downed North Carolina 9-7 at Gastonia, NC to claim the ACC crown.

  June 4-6, 1959—Clemson raced through the NCAA District III Playoffs at Gastonia, NC, downing Georgia Tech 9-6 and Florida State twice (24-2, 5-0) to advance to Omaha.

  June 13-15, 1959—The Tigers lost to Arizona 3-2 on June 13 in 12 innings in their first game in Omaha. They bounced back and defeated Colorado State 7-1 the next day, but were eliminated by Penn State 7-0 on June 15.

  1959—Clemson was ranked #7 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  May 8, 1962—Clemson hit an ACC-record five homers in one inning (sixth) against South Carolina in a 27-17 win. Clemson also hit a Tiger-record eight homers in the game.

  1962—Clemson led the nation in homers per game (1.6).

  April 10, 1965—May 17, 1966—Rusty Adkins had a 41- game hitting streak. Adkins hit .438 during the streak that still stands as the longest in ACC history.

  1966-Clemson led the nation in runs per game (9.1), home runs per game (1.28), and slugging percentage (.502).

  May 6, 1967—Nelson Gibson and Charlie Watson combined to pitch a no-hitter in a 3-0 win over Georgia Tech.

  June 2-5, 1967—Clemson participated in the NCAA District III Playoffs at Gastonia, NC. After losing the first contest against Florida State, Clemson rebounded with three straight victories. But Auburn ended Clemson’s season by defeating the Tigers 6-5 in 13 innings in the championship game.

  1967— The Tigers won the ACC title (11-2). Clemson was ranked #7 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  June 6, 1968—Lefthander John Curtis became Clemson’s first first-round Major League draft pick. He was the #10 overall pick in the secondary phase by the Boston Red Sox.

  March 7, 1970—Clemson played its first two games at Doug Kingsmore Stadium. The Tigers defeated Louisville 10-0 and 8-1 in two seven-inning games. The field featured a “Crosley-like” terrace around the outfield fence that gave the field a more closed-in perspective and reduced maintenance for drainage purposes.

  1970— Clemson was ranked #18 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  April 17, 1971—Dave Van Volkenburg pitched a no-hitter in an 11-0 win over Florida State in a seven-inning game.

  1971— Clemson was ranked #22 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  March 16, 1973—Lindsay Graham pitched a no-hitter in a 3-0 win over Maryland in an eight-inning game.

  1973— Clemson won the ACC regular-season title with a 10-2 record.

  April 19, 1974—Chuck Porter pitched a Tiger and ACC-record 16.0 innings in earning the victory over Virginia 3-2 in the first game of a doubleheader at Clemson.

  1974— Clemson won the ACC regular-season title with a 10-1 record.

  April 22, 1975—Steve Tucker hit for the cycle at Georgia Tech. He doubled in the first, tripled in the fourth, homered in the sixth, and singled in both the seventh and ninth innings. Clemson won the game 18-3.

  May 23-24, 1975—Clemson participated in the NCAA Mideast Regional in Ypsilanti, MI. Eastern Michigan and Penn State defeated the Tigers 5-3 and 5-4, respectively.

  1975— Denny Walling led the nation with 1.58 RBI per game. Clemson tied for the ACC regular-season title with a 10-2 record and was ranked #25 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  April 17, 1976—Ron Musselman pitched a no-hitter in a 9-0 win over Virginia.

  1976— Clemson was ranked #5 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  April 23-25, 1976—Clemson won its first ACC Tournament Championship, as the Tigers defeated Wake Forest 2-0 and Maryland in two games (2-1, 3-2) at Clemson.

  May 21-24, 1976—The Tigers won the NCAA Atlantic Regional in Columbia, SC by downing Furman 13-2 in game-one, defeating South Carolina 10-4 in the second game, and beating Furman 6-2 to advance to Omaha.

  June 11-14, 1976—Clemson participated in the College World Series. The Tigers defeated Auburn 9-4 on June 11 and lost to Eastern Michigan 3-2 in 10 innings on June 13. Arizona eliminated the Tigers 10-6 on June 14.

  1976— Clemson won the ACC regular-season title with a 10-2 record.

  February 26-March 27, 1977—Clemson opened the season with a 26-game winning streak, the longest winning streak in school history.

  March 17, 1977—Brian Snyder pitched a no-hitter in an 8-0 win over North Carolina-Wilmington.

  May 20-22, 1977—Clemson defeated Mississippi and won two of three games from host Miami (FL) in winning the NCAA South Regional to advance to the College World Series.

  June 10-14, 1977—In the College World Series, Clemson lost to Arizona State 10-7 on June 10, but beat Temple 13-4 the next day. However, Cal State Los Angeles eliminated Clemson 1-0 on June 14.

  1977— Clemson captured the ACC regular-season title with a 9-1 record. Clemson was ranked #5 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  April 22-24, 1978—The Tigers won the ACC Tourney title at Clemson. The Tigers swept through the tourney with wins over N.C. State (12-1), Duke (13-0), and Wake Forest (7-2).

  May 19-21, 1978—In the NCAA Atlantic Regional at Coral Gables, FL, the Tigers beat host Miami (FL) 8-5 in the first game, but lost to Marshall (9-3) and Miami (7-5).

  1978— Clemson won the ACC regular-season title with a 10-2 record. The Tigers also started the tradition of wearing ankle-long, white pants for every game. Clemson was ranked #25 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  April 7, 1979—Clemson’s most productive offensive game came at N.C. State. The score...41-9. The Tigers led 18-6 after four innings and capped off the day with 18 runs in the ninth. Robert Bonnette had three hits in the ninth in which 22 Tigers batted. Neil Simons went 4-for-6 with three walks, six runs, three homers, and a Tiger record-tying 10 RBIs. Dave Buffamoyer also set a record with seven runs, while Bonnette and Tony Masone had five hits apiece. Future Major Leaguers Tim Teufel and Bill Schroeder batted fifth and sixth, respectively, and combined for five hits, nine runs, and nine RBI.

  May 18-20, 1979—In the NCAA Atlantic Regional at Coral Gables, FL, the Tigers defeated Georgia Southern 8-4, but lost to Miami (FL) 2-1 in the Tigers’ next game. The next two games yielded the same results, as Clemson downed Georgia Southern 2-0, but lost to Miami 4-1.

  1979— Clemson won the ACC regular-season title with a 10-1 record. There was no ACC Tourney that year. Clemson was ranked #9 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  March 10, 1980—Mike Brown pitched a perfect game in a 2-0 win over North Carolina-Wilmington in seven innings.

  April 22-26, 1980—Clemson won the ACC Tournament held at Raleigh, NC by winning four games in a row without a defeat. The Tigers downed Wake Forest (4-0), Maryland (9-4), N.C. State (5-4), and North Carolina (12-3).

  May 22-25, 1980—In the NCAA Atlantic Regional at Clemson, the Tigers beat East Tennessee State (22-4) and South Carolina twice (6-2, 17-12) to advance to Omaha.

  May 31-June 1, 1980—In the College World Series, Clemson lost to Miami (FL) 13-5 and California 6-4.

  1980— Clemson was ranked #4 in the final Collegiate Baseball poll.

  April 22-26, 1981—Clemson won the ACC Tournament held at Chapel Hill, NC. Clemson defeated North Carolina 7-5 in the championship game. The Tigers won four straight games after losing their second game of the tournament.

  May 22-23, 1981—In the NCAA Atlantic Regional at Clemson, the Tigers lost to Wichita State (7-2) and East Tennessee State (2-1).

  1981— Clemson tied for the ACC regular-season title with a 10-4 record.

  March 5, 1982—Jeff Gilbert pitched a no-hitter in a 5-0 win over Western Carolina.

  1982— Clemson captured the ACC regular-season title with a 10-2 record.

  March 6, 1984—Scott Parrish pitched a no-hitter in a 6-0 win over The Citadel in a seven-inning game. The nohitter is the last by a Tiger individual to date.

  1984— Clemson tied for the ACC regular-season title with a 12-2 record.

  May 13, 1985—The Tigers played host to the first night game ever at Clemson. The Tigers downed Furman 13-1.

  1985— Clemson tied for the ACC regular-season title with a 9-4 record.

  May 4, 1986—Clemson’s longest streak of not being shutout (232 games) ended with a 5-0 defeat at the hands of South Carolina in Columbia.

  May 21-24, 1987—The Tigers played in the NCAA South Regional at Huntsville, AL. The Tigers defeated West Virginia, Seton Hall, and Auburn, but lost to Arkansas twice and were eliminated from the tournament.
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