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“Life is a state of mind.”

Jerzy Kosi´nski, Being There
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How Did We Get Here?

The Bollywood dance moves. The $50 million tweet to impress an American TV host. Justin’s professed admiration for China’s “basic dictatorship.” His breezy assurances that “the budget will balance itself.” (He inherited a surplus, remember.) Found guilty of breaching Canada’s ethics laws not once, not twice, but four times. Mocked at home and abroad for coining the word peoplekind, to say nothing of responsibilizing. The goofy socks. The constant bragging about how humble he is. The endless, endless selfies.

How did this happen? How did it all go so horribly wrong? To answer this question, I turned to a higher authority:

SIRI, WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU PUT A FORMER SNOWBOARD INSTRUCTOR AND PART-TIME DRAMA TEACHER IN CHARGE OF A G7 ECONOMY?

Siri whirred and clicked and spat out the following actual headlines, all of which ran within a few weeks of each other in 2018 alone.


CANADA’S STOCK MARKET IS THE WORST IN THE WORLD RIGHT NOW

MoneySense

•

THE CANADIAN DOLLAR IS THE WORST PERFORMING MAJOR CURRENCY IN THE WORLD THIS YEAR

CBC News

•

JUSTIN TRUDEAU’S BUDGET STILL HASN’T BALANCED ITSELF

London Free Press

•

SCIENCE-LOVING GOVERNMENT CUTS FUNDING FOR SCIENCE

Globe and Mail

•

TRUDEAU’S PERPETUAL DEFICITS WILL CAUSE LASTING HARM

Winnipeg Sun

•


I’ll admit it. I was caught up in the giddy excitement of Justin too. He was sooo dreamy. Nice hair. Famous dad. True, he had absolutely no background in economics or law (or ethics, apparently), but who cares! He was a new type of politician. One created for and elected by social media. Prime Minister Selfie to the rescue! Yay! My greatest claim to fame? I’m one of only three people in Canada who has never had a selfie taken with Justin Trudeau.

But then he got elected, and I realized that the economy does in fact affect me, that deficits aren’t magical numbers sprinkled with pixie dust and feigned sincerity, that it’s not just style that matters, but substance too. How did it go so wrong? Let us consult the experts, and there is no bigger expert on Justin Trudeau than Justin Himself.

Here, then, is Canada’s prime minister in his own words. All of the quotes that follow are real; all are fully sourced at the back of this book. You can easily find them online as well. In most cases, you can watch him sharing these bon mots on CPAC, CBC, CTV, Global, and so on. Just in case you think any of this is exaggerated, it’s not. In fact, I urge you to go online and view these firsthand. But be prepared, once you fall down the rabbit hole of Justin Speak, you may never re-emerge, certainly not with your innocence intact.

Canada, we elected Zoolander as prime minister. This one is on us. We have no one else to blame but ourselves.
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FRAT BOYS LOVE FUN. BEER-LOVING FUN.


Remember that time Justin Trudeau was accused of groping a reporter? Of course you don’t. It was quickly swept under the rug. And anyway, it happened at a drunken beer fest in BC years ago, so who cares? Part of the frat boy code, right? Frat boys love the ladies. And beer. They also love beer.

What is Justin’s one tangible achievement, the one thing no one can take away from him? He legalized weed. Party on, bro!
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“The intensity, the excitement of being in the middle of a political campaign—it’s heavy, it’s fun stuff. There’s pizza, sex, and all sorts of fun things.”
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“I don’t read the newspapers, I don’t watch the news. I figure, if something important happens, someone will tell me.”
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“People in the street will either call me ‘Prime Minister’ or ‘Justin.’ We’ll see how that goes. But when I’m working, when I’m with my staff in public, I’m ‘Prime Minister.’ I say that if we’re drinking beer out of a bottle, and you can see my tattoos, you should be comfortable calling me ‘Justin.’ ”
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“It’s very, very cool to have the president call up, and I say, ‘Hello, Mr. President.’ ”

OMG! Justin talks about that time Barack Obama called him on the phone.
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Unfortunately, although it is readily available online, we aren’t allowed to show you the now famous photo of Justin Trudeau partying onstage at the Kokanee Beer Fest, where allegations of groping and inappropriate behaviour first surfaced. Instead, please enjoy the above photo as an approximate replacement. Cheers!
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“I’m not going to go around reciting pi to the 19th decibel.”

Take that people who say Justin is not so smarter as other peoples!!
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“I’m going to defer to scientists.”

Justin Trudeau on tricky scientific notions.

He had been asked whether the North Pole was part of Canada. This is a crucial point, because we share access to the pole with several countries, including Russia. (As anyone with a globe can tell you.) How this would be settled by “scientists” remains unclear.
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“They will come at me on my judgement because I offered, literally, my shirt to a charity, the Canadian Liver Foundation. Or, you know, for various cancers that I parade around as my evil twin with my own moustache.”

Justin employs the Matthew McConaughey defence: “Sure, I take my shirt off, but it’s for a good cause.”


Justin was famously invited to a sultry “Ladies Only” event. Now, we are not permitted to show you the actual invitation, but we can give you a feelof it . . .

Picture soft pink and pastel images of a dreamy Justin . . .

A flowery cursive font beckons . . . Cocktails, conversation, a whisper in the ear: “Ladies only . . .”
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“What happens if I drop an anvil on a watermelon?”

The prime minister of Canada, ladies and gentlemen!

This is Justin showing us how cool and relatable he is to young people. It was part of a long, rambling stage-managed event where he famously said, “Babies are scientists,” and then went on to discuss cool YouTube videos with children’s TV host Bill Nye the Science Guy. Onstage. For real. This really happened.


Speaking of dropping anvils on watermelons . . . That event with Bill Nye the Science Guy, held at the University of Ottawa, was titled “Investing in Canadian Innovation.” Which raises the question: Why did the government fly in an American TV host to speak with Justin Trudeau? Don’t we have science personalities of our own? David Suzuki, for example. Why didn’t they call on Canada’s own David Suzuki instead?

“Twerp.”

David Suzuki’s assessment of Justin Trudeau.

Oh right. There’s that.

You see, when Justin phoned Suzuki during the 2015 campaign looking for a media-friendly endorsement, Suzuki said no. “You’re for the development of the tar sands, you’re for the Keystone pipeline, but you’re against the Northern Gateway, you’re all over the damn map!” Things got heated, Justin snapped at him, and the call ended with Suzuki calling Justin a twerp and (presumably) hanging up.

But have you seen those exploding watermelons on YouTube? They are sooo cool!
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“At one point people are going to have to realize that maybe I know what I’m doing.”

Justin Trudeau: secretly competent!
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SPACE AND TIME OR TIME AND SPACE?


During the 2015 election campaign, an online quiz asked people to guess who had said it: Derek Zoolander or Justin Trudeau? It was harder than you’d think.

The following quotes from Justin Trudeau (for example, “I’m not going to go around reciting pi to the 19th decibel” or saying there is nothing he wants more than to “create more people like me who recognize the importance of taking responsibility for the world”) could easily have come from the mouth of Zoolander, a male supermodel in the comedy of the same title, a self-absorbed, not-particularly-bright narcissist who is absolutely convinced of his own profundity. (Sound familiar?)

“People come up to me all the time and say ‘you should be a model,’ or ‘you look just like a model,’ or ‘maybe you should try to be a man who models.’ And I always have to laugh because I’m so good looking.” Compare that to “I could list a whole bunch of different challenges, and I choose not to be daunted by any of them.” One is a ridiculous spoof, the other is now the prime minister of Canada. Here, then, are some of Justin’s best Zoolander moments.
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“We have to rethink elements as basic as space and time, to go all science fictiony on you.”

Justin Trudeau urges university students in London, Ontario, to blow their own minds.

When your prime minister legalizes marijuana, it opens up all sorts of doors into the universe, man.
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“The way forward for Canada will be in a solution that resembles Canada, that is, shared values and shared desire for outcomes and different approaches to achieve those outcomes right across this great country.”

Justin Trudeau on Canada’s approach to climate change.

Values of desires of outcomes of approaches! Thanks for clearing that up!
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“The world is moving toward more diversity, not less diversity. It’s a form of entropy.”

Justin Trudeau showing off his smarts.

ENTROPY 'en-tr[image: images]-p[image: images] | n: the degradation of matter and energy in the universe to an ultimate state of inert uniformity

So . . . kind of the opposite of increased diversity.
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“There is no core identity, no mainstream in Canada.”

Justin Trudeau on Canadian identity (or lack thereof).

Our Fearless Leader, ladies and gentlemen! But wait . . . if there is no core Canadian identity, how can we possibly have shared desires for outcomes of values?
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“The nation is no longer a legitimate basis for the state.”


Mr. Trudeau, please explain
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“Responsibilizing.”

Justin Trudeau on the key to effective leadership.

Remember how George “Dubya” Bush used to mangle the English language? Remember his constant malapropisms like misunderestimate? Oh, how we laughed and laughed! Good times, good times. Please note: Such laughter is not to be tolerated against Justin, however. If you mock Justin Trudeau, yer probably a nazi. (Note to self: Look up peoplekind comment, reaction to.)
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Alas, once again, we were not permitted to use an iconic image of Justin, even though it is readily available online. It is an official photo taken inside his office, Inception style. You know the one. A photograph of a photographer taking a photograph of Justin Trudeau signing photographs . . . of himself.
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“You cannot let yourself be defined by the hopes that you will fulfill the darkest wishes of your opponents.”
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“I’m much more focused on doing the kinds of things that demonstrate that I’m serious about what I’m doing and how I’m doing it.”

On doing the things that do what you’re doing! This was Justin’s response to the suggestions that he is—and I quote—“a bit of a lightweight.”
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Derek Zoolander in da House (of Commons, that is)!
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BORN ON THIRD BASE AND THINKING YOU HIT A TRIPLE.


If you look up privilege in a dictionary, there is a picture of Justin Trudeau. His grandfather was a real estate mogul, and Justin inherited a personal trust fund worth well over a million dollars, as well as shares in 90562 Canada Inc., a corporation that manages securities on behalf of the Trudeau family. He and his brother also inherited the family mansion in Montreal’s Golden Square Mile.

So, when Justin rolls up his sleeves (literally; whenever he talks about “hard-working families” he first takes off his jacket and carefully rolls up his sleeves to show you just how serious he is), you know he feels your pain. Justin understands the challenges of the middle class! Why? Because he’s so down to earth! How do we know he’s so down to earth? Because he told us. Yay Justin!
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“I won the birth lottery.”
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“We grew up in a big house, we had all sorts of advantages. All my life, I got to travel around the world, meet extraordinary people, go to great schools, have tremendous opportunities. And the one thing that was instilled in me early on was with those opportunities comes a responsibility. You need to do right by all that you’ve been given, and that’s really how you define a person.”

Because that’s how you define a person . . .
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“One of the big difficulties for me has been, all my life I’ve been an international traveller.”

It’s hard being Justin. So, so many challenges.



JUSTIN GETS IT!
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“My maternal grandfather was born in Scotland, so I do have some idea of the challenges it takes to come to Canada and has took over the sweep of history of Canada.”

Justin Trudeau on his deep, personal connection to the immigrant experience.

For the record, the grandfather Justin is referring to is James Sinclair, who came to Canada from Scotland more than one hundred years ago. Which is to say, Justin is practically one of the huddled masses himself! (As for the last line, “and has took over the sweep of history of Canada”? Your guess is as good as mine.)


BONUS JUSTIN: Justin has also suggested that his experience backpacking in various parts of the world—funded, of course, by a generous trust fund—makes him some sort of foreign affairs expert. Which is right up there with Sarah Palin’s apocryphal “I can see Russia from my house!” But no mind. As anyone who has ever been trapped in a corner at a dorm-room party knows, the best authorities on world politics are always the dudes who have just, like, gotten back from backpacking through Europe, bro.

CANADA! WHERE EVEN AN UNKNOWN UNDERDOG CAN MAKE IT!
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“If I’m sitting here as prime minister, it has very little to do with my last name.”

Justin What’s-His-Face explains to the BBC how, through mere pluck and hard work, he made it on his own, and all while facing so, so many challenges.


“Humility is very important to him.”

Canadian Heritage Minister Mélanie Joly gushes about the humble modesty of her super humble boss, Justin “I won the birth lottery” Trudeau.
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“There’s an awful lot of people who sort of shrugged and said he has nothing but a name to go on, and found themselves slightly bewildered as I left them in the dust.”

Justin, employing that renowned humility of his.

Remember, children, it had nothing to do with his famous last name or our own facile fascination with celebrity! Justin did this on his own merit, humbly. Or, as he puts it: “I left them in the dust.”



ON CANADA’S HOT LATIN BLOOD.
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“My stepfather was born in East Germany. I was raised to love German culture and German food—even the red cabbage. It’s something I feel a tremendous kinship to. You are perhaps a little more . . . I’m looking for the right word—predictable? No, you’re more organized, maybe, than Canadians can be. We’ve got enough French and Latin blood in us to be less organized.”

The prime minister of Canada explains the nuances of our national character to a German news journal.

So, you can see that all that international travel hasn’t gone to waste . . .
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MINDFULNESS BECOMES JUSTIN.


When he became leader of the Liberals, Justin wanted to downplay his rich-kid, frat-boy image. So he appeared in a TV commercial in front of a blackboard with complex mathematical formulas written on it, looking all frowny faced and playing up his past employment as a substitute teacher.

Watching those ads, you would be forgiven if you thought Justin had perhaps taught math in inner-city schools to underprivileged youth, rather than, say, at the tony, private West Point Grey Academy in Vancouver. And given that it was elementary school math he was teaching, the odds are slim that he ever taught anything close to the advanced mathematics problem he was posing in front of, but who knows? Maybe the kids at elite private schools are just smarter than the rest of us.

Justin worked as a supply, or “substitute,” teacher, filling in where needed: drama, social studies, French, even elementary school math. Most of that was at a private school, true, but as Althia Raj notes in The Contender,

Although Trudeau spent most of his teaching time at West Point Grey, his campaign plays down the fact that he taught mostly rich kids.

During an interview with Global BC this January, in which he stressed his B.C. connections, Trudeau fibbed and said he had spent more time teaching at . . . a public school.
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“There is nothing he wants to do more than try to be a teacher ‘and maybe create more people like me who recognize the importance of taking responsibility for the world.’ ”

Justin Trudeau, as quoted in the Globe and Mail, back when he was still a substitute teacher, because the highest ideal one can reach is to be Justin Trudeau.

If only he could clone himself!

Note to self: Look up narcissism disorder, symptoms of.
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“I’m a teacher; I’m a convenor; I’m a gatherer.”

Justin Trudeau, self-assessment.

Justin Trudeau’s favourite topic is always Justin Trudeau.


Current tuition at West Point Grey Academy, where Justin Trudeau was employed as a supply teacher:

Kindergarten–Grade 7:	$20,780 a year

   Grades 8–12:	$22,470 a year

Which is to say, a student who attended West Point Grey Academy from grade eight to grade twelve would have to spend—lemme see, divide by six, carry the square root of twenty—$112,350.

So . . . not exactly To Sir, With Love.


I want someone to look at me the way Justin Trudeau looks at everyone . . .
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POP QUIZ


What are the two key components of overseeing a G7 economy? Taking selfies? Not quite. Photo-bombing weddings? Sorry, no. Doing one-armed push-ups? Again, no.

First and foremost, the government passes laws. That’s what the government does. It’s sort of the definition of government. Governments manage the economy and pass laws. For example, Ben Mulroney, the son of former prime minister Brian Mulroney, has a law degree from Laval and a history degree from Duke. Which is to say, he is decidedly more qualified to be prime minister than Justin Trudeau.
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