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			Chapter 1

			A Crisis of Faith

			God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him. How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers? What was holiest and mightiest of all that the world has yet owned has bled to death under our knives: who will wipe this blood off us? What water is there for us to clean ourselves? What festivals of atonement, what sacred games shall we have to invent? Is not the greatness of this deed too great for us? Must we ourselves not become gods simply to appear worthy of it?

			—Friedrich Nietzsche

			In 2021, Pew Research released the results of a survey that showed that nearly 30 percent of Americans consider themselves unaffiliated with any religion.1 The percentage of “Nones” doubled in just over a decade. In the same time period, self-identified Christians dropped from 75 percent to 63 percent of the population. Why are so many formerly professing Christians joining the ranks of the Nones? The numbers are stunning, and several people have tried to understand and explain the significance of this shift in religious affiliation.2

			A common answer is politics. Sadly, politics has become all-consuming for many, including Christians. As one researcher explains, with the growing divide between the political sides in the United States, many of the Nones are struggling to find a place to belong: “They don’t put up political yard signs. They don’t go to political meetings. They feel left out, left behind, lost, unmoored, and disconnected from the larger society. They feel like society doesn’t work for them.”3

			Churches, which should be a refuge from the world, have become increasingly partisan. Political beliefs and debates are fracturing relationships, families, and congregations. In response, a growing number of people are choosing to opt out of church altogether. But religion doesn’t just go away. There are no real atheists. Everyone places faith in something, worships something or someone, even if it’s a humanist religion that worships the self.

			Blaise Pascal is remembered for speaking of the God-shaped hole in everyone’s heart. Paul explains in Romans 1 that humanity knows there is a God and that we should worship Him:

			For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools. (Romans 1:20–22 ESV)

			Left to our own devices, we will try to fill the God-shaped void in our lives with anything and everything imaginable. And that’s what is happening even now when so many people claim to have no religion.

			Defining Religion and Faith

			How would you define religion? The dictionary definition seems straightforward at first glance: “a personal set or institutionalized system of religious attitudes, beliefs, and practices.”4 For Christianity, the set of attitudes, beliefs, and practices comes from the Bible and the traditions of the various denominations. The basic beliefs include one triune God who created all things, who sent His Son to die on the cross for the sins of His people, and who hears prayers and answers them. Worship includes singing, praying, reading the Bible, listening to sermons, and participating in the sacraments. The number of sacraments—and how to practice them—varies, but the two that all denominations accept are baptism and communion. Believers profess faith in Christ for salvation. Christians look to their faith to guide how they live and treat others.

			Every religion has beliefs that address questions like: How did the world and people come to exist? What does worship mean? What is the purpose of life? How should people treat others? Which behaviors should people engage in and which not? What happens after death? Even atheism and agnosticism offer answers of a sort to these questions.

			An atheist might say the world and humanity evolved through scientific processes. The purpose of life is to live life to the fullest because there’s nothing after death. While atheists might say they can’t tell others how to live, they generally believe certain behaviors are right and others are wrong. They love their friends and family and believe they are basically good people. As far as worship, they may think they don’t worship anyone or anything, but something in their life is of such ultimate importance to them that they would sacrifice much for it. It could be money, love or sex, a cause or purpose, or even the pursuit of happiness.

			“What’s in a name?” William Shakespeare once wrote. “A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.” Meaning, call it a rose, or not a rose, it is still a rose. Call a rose an onion, and it will still smell nice. Even when we label a system of beliefs as atheism, religion is still religion. Although it may claim to be simply about there being no God, it remains a belief system about the nature and origin of life, the universe, and everything. It’s important to remember that because, as we’ll discuss, religious beliefs and faith play a central role in our lives and in our society.

			Over the past fifty years, American society has tried—with some success—to push God, faith, and Christianity from public life, schools, businesses, and politics. But that doesn’t mean religion is gone. In fact, a new religion is on the rise. What do I mean by a new religion? Well, going back to the dictionary definition, an alternative definition of religion is “a cause, principle, or system of beliefs held to with ardor and faith.”5 In the U.S. today, there is growing pressure to accept a certain system of beliefs. And as we’re seeing, this new religion that doesn’t call itself a religion does not want to co-exist peacefully with conservative, Judeo-Christian beliefs.

			What in the World Is Happening?

			That’s the question being asked by so many Americans today. Many people feel as if reality itself has been turned upside down. Judeo-Christian values once taken for granted are not only routinely ignored, but openly attacked. And many people simply don’t know how to respond. They don’t agree with what’s going on around them, but they care about their neighbors and they don’t want to appear mean or unkind. So, they keep their heads down and go about life with their families, hoping that the mob won’t come for them, but not sure what to do other than to rant and rave on social media. Maybe you’re one of them.

			Even those who are angry and fed up with it all aren’t sure how to respond. Sure, it may feel good to rant, and voting for someone who “fights for us” may provide some small satisfaction in the moment—sort of a “take that” mentality—but at the end of the day, nothing changes.

			Surely there must be a better way, a path to both understanding and responding to these attacks to shape deeper cultural change. There is, but it requires dealing with tough topics and being willing to understand how we got here in the first place and what we are truly up against at the root level, beneath all the click-bait headlines, fear, and angst.

			The reason for all the crazy we see today is the influence of a religion that claims not to be a religion. In fact, it claims to be the anti-religion—when nothing could be further from the truth.

			Back in 2016, I wrote You Will Be Made to Care in which I likened the Left’s radical cultural agenda to a wildfire raging across our nation. What I said then was that it was just beginning to burn and that it would get worse before it burned itself out. The only question was how much cultural damage would be left behind. Unfortunately, we are seeing that fire burn today and popping up in many places.

			I want to call out something in particular: The problem is not just on one side of the political spectrum. Yes, I do believe that the Democratic Party of today has been largely co-opted by those who seek to advance this radical, religious agenda. And it would be easy to dismiss it all as a partisan problem, thinking that if we all just vote Republican then the chaos will end. Not only does that approach come with its own problems, which I explore later in this book, but that partisan approach also misses the roots of the problem.

			The bottom line is this: Our country doesn’t have a partisan problem, a political problem, a social problem, or an economic problem. We have a spiritual problem. In the absence of God, Americans across partisan lines have turned to government and celebrity for their gods. They have gone off to worship idols. At the core, they have reverted to the original mistake made in the Garden of Eden: They choose to see themselves as gods.

			The problem with viewing everything through a partisan lens is that neither side really wants to deal with the spiritual problem of evil. Because the American nation, its politicians, and its people have pushed God out of their lives, evil creeps into the void. Evil is not partisan. The godless, secularists of the Left push evil agendas. Likewise, the God-fearing Christian Right often pushes evil agendas.

			As a result, the Left, Right, and self-described Christians in all camps put tribal loyalty of party above love of neighbor and love of Christ. And evil advances. It has torn up families, neighborhoods, and communities. It is tearing up the nation.

			We need Jesus, not partisanship. Our leaders have failed us on all sides. They’ve led us to idols and performance art on social media. And like all of humanity throughout history, we, in turn, have defaulted to the original sin.

			Back to the Garden

			According to the biblical account, God created the first man and woman and placed them as caretakers of a garden. He told them:

			You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die. (Genesis 2:16–17 ESV)

			You probably know how this story ends. Our first parents were allowed enjoy the entire garden, and the world for that matter, yet they failed the test. But notice exactly how Satan did it. He promised them something if they ate of the forbidden fruit: “God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5 ESV)

			You will be like God. Satan could have just stopped there, because he had their attention for sure. Right from the start it seems, we were susceptible to the temptation to think we could actually do that—be like God. Ironically, the old-English King James Version translates this statement in a way that really captures the sin in today’s context: “ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” This core temptation is what got our first parents, and it is what continues to get all of us at some level today.

			My friends, don’t miss this: The very first entrance of evil into humanity came through this desire to elevate the self to be God. It was an effort to usurp his place in the universe and set ourselves on the throne of all Creation to decide what will be called good and what will be called evil. When you are a god, you can shape reality to your own desires, redefine language to mean whatever you want it to mean, and you are allowed to feel good about all of it. Because that’s what gods do.

			So, it should not surprise us to see this same desire at the root of the chaos we see in the world today. In other words, the problem itself is not new. It is, in fact, the oldest of problems—disguised as the cutting edge of societal evolution.

			When you see it clearly for what it is, everything begins to make sense. Doesn’t that describe much of what seems to be chaos in our culture today? Sure, it manifests itself in many different ways, but at the core, the desire remains: to be as gods.

			When you understand something, the anxiety lessens, not because the danger subsides but because you realize that what the writer of Ecclesiastes wrote is true: There is nothing new under the sun. Humanity has seen all of this before even if the outer facade has morphed over time. In fact, there has never been a time in human history when this religion has not been present. It is, in fact, the ultimate worship of self as opposed to the worship of a transcendent Creator.

			We are seeing it rear its head in yet another form today. I call it the rise of the Religious Left. Think about how much things have changed in our nation in the past ten years, or even just the past five. Our country has not seen this much dramatic cultural change in such a short time outside of the First and Second Great Awakenings. Now there has been another awakening, and it is equally religious. The problem is that it is going in the opposite direction of these previous revivals.

			Under the guise of being non-religious, the Religious Left has created a religion fitted with all the trappings of any other religion: hymns, sacrifices, tithes, offerings, sacred spaces, priesthoods, sacraments, eschatology, creeds, confessions, catechisms, and of course, theology.

			In the pages to come I answer questions, such as:

			•What is this new religion?

			•Where does it come from?

			•Which challenges lie ahead for us as a culture in dealing with it?

			•Beyond just getting angry, what can you do about it?

			I promise you that there is a better, more productive path for dealing with this new religion, and that is the gospel. As Pastor Tim Keller explained:

			The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely—a third way of relating to God through grace. Because of this, we minister in a uniquely balanced way that avoids the errors of either extreme and faithfully communicates the sharpness of the gospel.6

			There are good reasons to hope for the future, and there are substantive, positive steps we can take. But first, we need to understand what we’re up against. In the next chapter, we’ll explore how this new religion is really an incarnation of a much older one.
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			Chapter 2

			The New Ancient Religion

			Why be human when you can be a god?

			—Dan Desmarques

			Two archeological finds in the 1940s in the Near East gave scholars insight into early Christianity. Scrolls dating from around the time of Christ were discovered in the Qumran caves along the shores of the Dead Sea. This incredible find, preserved for nearly two millennia, would come to be called the Dead Sea Scrolls and includes some of the oldest known complete copies of several Old Testament books. These texts are an archaeological goldmine and helped theologians to confirm the accuracy of modern manuscripts by demonstrating how carefully the Bible has been copied and translated over time. The biblical texts found in Qumran were consistent with the copies made a thousand years later by medieval monks.7

			A second significant find was made in December 1945 near the town of Nag Hammadi, Egypt, along the banks of the Nile river, when a group of men uncovered a buried clay jar. One man, Muhammad ‘Ali, broke the jar open hoping to find gold or treasure. It was a treasure, but not of gold. What the men found instead was a collection of thirteen leather-bound papyrus books. The codices contained fifty-two Greek texts which had been translated into Coptic, including a passage from Plato’s Republic. Some scholars believe that they were buried during the fourth century by a local monastery.

			Today, the thirteen codices are displayed in Cairo’s Coptic Museum. Like the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Nag Hammadi texts have been studied by archaeologists, historians, theologians, and other scholars. However, where the Dead Sea Scrolls contained mostly Hebrew Scriptures or historical texts, the majority of the texts found at Nag Hammadi were Gnostic treatises. The Nag Hammadi library, as the codices are known, includes the only complete copy of the Gospel of Thomas. Because of the Gnostic origin and content of the texts, they are also known as the Gnostic Gospels.

			During the 1970s and 1980s several translations of the Gnostic Gospels were published, sparking a renewed interest in Gnosticism and various attempts to harmonize Gnostic teachings with Christianity. The Gnostic Gospels, including the Gospels of Thomas, Mary, Philip, and Truth, are not included in the sixty-six canonical books of the Bible and are not considered by the Christian church as reliable sources. Why aren’t these books accepted alongside the books of the Old and New Testaments? There are doubts as to who wrote them and when, but most significantly, the Gnostic message of these books is contrary to the message of Christianity.

			What Is Gnosticism?

			The roots of Gnosticism go back to the Garden of Eden. In Genesis 3, the Serpent promises Adam and Eve the secret knowledge that God was “keeping” from them. Through this knowledge, Adam and Eve would be like God. Of course, we know how that story ends. We’re not God or even like God. We didn’t get the promised enlightenment. We got sin, death, and a world of pain and sadness.

			Gnostics rejected the biblical account of Creation and the Fall. Instead of a good world created by a good God, they believed everything physical had been made by a lesser, godlike being. The material creation, including human bodies, was thus inherently evil and filled with death and decay. They believed, however, that humans have a divine spark that needs to be set free so that it can be reunited with the One God.

			In Gnosticism, humanity’s real sin is ignorance, and the path of salvation is through gnosis or knowledge. When we have the right knowledge, Gnostics argue, we can be redeemed from the evil, material world. Gnostics embraced strict asceticism, rejecting the physical (food, marriage, sex) to focus on the spiritual. What did the Gnostics believe about Jesus? They taught that Jesus was one of the spiritual guides sent to bring knowledge and enlightenment. They rejected Jesus’s incarnation, death, and Resurrection, believing that Jesus only appeared to have a physical body.

			Christians have been fighting the heresy of Gnosticism since the early church. In the New Testament, St. John argued against Gnostic beliefs that were common in the first century. John’s Gospel begins by affirming Jesus’s divinity and humanity. Jesus is the Word who is God from the beginning. He is the God who created all things. He is also the Word who became flesh and lived with us. Jesus literally had a physical body.

			The book of 1 John opens with a refutation of the core Gnostic teachings of dualism, secret knowledge, and enlightenment:

			That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us. (1 John 1:1–3 ESV)

			John was a witness to the realness of Jesus. The Apostles saw Jesus and touched Him. John was also responding to Gnostics who believed that there was some hidden knowledge that humans needed to learn in order to find salvation. John’s point was that Christ wasn’t hidden. Christ was open to all, and all you have to do is believe in Christ. That’s your path to salvation. Historically all Gnostic cults have one thing in common—they suggest society is keeping something hidden from you, and that if you join their group you will have access to that knowledge.

			After John died, most Christians had to pivot to take on the heresies that followed, especially Gnosticism. Once the Apostles were gone, false teachers could claim that there was secret knowledge that humans needed to find in order to unlock the meaning of life. To find paradise and eternity, the Gnostics would teach these secret ways.

			Christianity went from being a public religion where anyone could read the Bible to gain understanding of God and His plan to redeem humanity to a group of competing cults which each claimed to have access to the hidden truth. They twisted Scripture and Christian beliefs to suit their own advancement. They promised to share their revelation and through this enlightenment people would gain advanced wisdom and eternal life. It appealed to many because it raised them out of average society and drew them into a special few who had insider knowledge that led to heaven on Earth or paradise in the afterlife.

			Even as Christians fought diligently to counter Gnosticism, it never really went away. It morphed and subverted itself in new ways. After Constantine became Rome’s ruler, Christianity became the official religion in Western society. What do you think happened? All those who were worshiping Zeus five minutes before were suddenly worshiping Christ—not because they had a change of heart, but because they wanted political access to the emperor. That same hypocritical way of living was typical of the rulers of the West. They lived pagan, hedonistic lives while proclaiming Christ on their lips. Christianity became a dominant force in shaping society and culture. While Christianity was started at the fringes of society by a ragtag band of rebels, the “professional” church was allowed more and more access into society to talk to people about Christian faith and morality.

			Through the Middle Ages, the Catholic church sought cultural relevance as its influence spread through the vestiges of the former Roman Empire and accommodated local, pagan culture to embrace things that were not compatible with Christianity. The Protestant Reformation brought the church back to the biblical roots and produced a wellspring of accessible knowledge that unleashed Christianity into the masses.

			People could read Scripture in their own languages, understand God for themselves, and seek biblical revelation without needing priests to interpret and mediate for them. Because people could read the Bible themselves, they discovered ways the churches at the time had strayed from what the Apostles and early church fathers had taught. The Protestant Reformation also sparked a Catholic Counter-Reformation that forced the Catholic church to go deeper into its theology. Together the two movements improved the Christian church as a whole.

			Humanism and the Romantics

			During the Enlightenment, philosophers and scholars began to point out the hypocrisy of superficial Christianity. They began to question Christian origins and beliefs and claim that Christianity was appropriating and weaving old, pagan beliefs into the mix. Over time it became more and more possible for people to reject the outward trappings of Christianity and revert to their ancient behaviors, which had been there the whole time.

			With the rebirth of pagan humanism during the Renaissance and Enlightenment, a new strand of Gnosticism emerged. Science had the secret knowledge necessary for enlightenment. Science told us how the universe was made. Science explained the origin of the species. Science freed us from the superstitions of religion and morality.

			Scientific reasoning became the path of salvation from the darkness and ignorance of Christianity. Humanity unencumbered by supernatural beliefs would rise to the pinnacle of human development and achieve utopia. As humanist Isaac Asimov wrote: “Humanists recognize that it is only when people feel free to think for themselves, using reason as their guide, that they are best capable of developing values that succeed in satisfying human needs and serving human interests.”8

			Humanism took the Gnostic idea of the divine spark one step further. Instead of a spark of the divine inside each human being, humans are the center of everything. In humanism, everything revolves around us and exists for our glory. We become gods.9 With no source of morality outside ourselves, we became our own standard for right and wrong.

			The age of Enlightenment almost took the joy out of society. Having gotten rid of the metaphysical and the supernatural, everything had to have a scientific explanation. But there was pushback. People wanted to ignore the merely practical or scientific. Where the Enlightenment favored science and reason, Romanticism emphasized emotion, beauty, nature, and individualism.

			The Romantics were the hippies of their day. They believed in the inherent goodness of humanity and an idealized natural state free of the constraints of civilization. Unlike the Gnostics, Romantics embraced the natural, physical world. But they did share a belief in enlightenment and the ultimate goal of transformation.

			Romantics even adopted the Gnostic idea that the Serpent in the Garden of Eden was bringing truth or enlightenment to Adam and Eve. Romantic poets, such as William Blake and Percy Bysshe Shelley, were intrigued by John Milton’s epic Paradise Lost, but they saw Satan as the hero of the story. Shelley praised Milton’s depiction of Satan: “Nothing can exceed the energy and magnificence of the character of Satan as expressed in Paradise Lost.”10

			Twentieth-Century Gnosticism: Hitler and Marx

			Gnosticism influenced many of the cultural and political movements of the twentieth century. The connection between political revolutions and Gnosticism goes back to the first-century clashes between zealots and the Roman government.11 If the material, created world is evil, then the political structures and governments of the world are also evil. To free the divine spark within and achieve utopia, the evil order must be overthrown. The revolutionaries had secret knowledge of, or insight to, how to bring about the new, enlightened political order.

			The ideology of Nazi Germany was Gnostic at its core, attempting to purify the world of the evil, corrupting influence of the Jews and Jewish religion. The Old Testament God of the Hebrews was pitted against an Aryan “Jesus” and a “positive Christianity.” Positive Christianity was neither positive nor Christian. The term was an attempt to baptize and legitimize the Nazi pagan, occult religion. The specifics of positive Christianity and Nazi doctrine were part of the secret, insider knowledge that only the privileged few at the highest levels could understand and define for the masses.12

			Even Nazi Germany’s attempt to take over the world was part of its vision for creating an Aryan utopia:

			Inside the Nazi machine, killing became necessary and one’s basic human instinct for sympathy and capacity for judgment had to be repressed or suspended, because the intensity of the renunciation of sympathy and judgment corresponded to the intensity of one’s belief in the radical newness of the world to come. The secret knowledge (Gnosis) of the coming world guaranteed that what seemed immoral now was, in reality, the only moral thing to do—one had to pierce the veil and create, for future generations, an entirely new humanity with a new history.13 (Emphasis in original.)

			Karl Marx took a similar Gnostic approach. In Marxist ideology, capitalism and the oppressive bourgeois class are the root of all evil, and the noble proletariat class must be set free. Marx, and the leaders who followed him, were the keepers of the secret knowledge necessary for the enlightenment of the proletariat. The ultimate goal was to implement communism, which would end the exploitation of the people.

			There is no heaven except what we make on Earth; that’s the common thread in modern Gnosticism. World Wars I and II had a significant role in that development. In the past, wars were fought across continental Europe. While kings, queens, and princes played a role, the church would step in to help to alleviate the suffering of the poor, serving as the medics in the field. With the world wars, the Red Cross and secular organizations began to step in and perform charitable roles in place of the church. Where the church was trying to lead people to God, these secular entities were leading people into reliance on government. Creating an interdependent, interconnected civilization where people were tied to these non-governmental entities, such as the United Nations, would bring an end to war. We would have peace for all time.

			As the government began to take over social welfare, the church became seen as competition. You don’t want people going to the church for help, you want them going to the government for a social welfare program. Many of churches stepped back and ceded ground to government programs because they believed that the politicians were good Christians. Why not allow the government to care for widows and orphans? Over time, government welfare programs created a dependence on a government that never was as Christian as many people in the church believed it was.

			From that point, the government took over areas where the church had thrived: adoption, foster care, caring for widows, orphans, the poor, and the hungry. Sadly, the government is far less effective than the church was in caring for physical needs, and without the gospel message, the government can never care for spiritual needs. What we ended up with was an unhealthy dependence on the government as opposed to a healthy dependence on Christ.

			Liberal Christianity Arises

			As secular organizations and governments took over the social functions that the church had previously provided, offering a new path to “heaven on Earth,” churches began to reassess their role in society. In the societal upheaval following World War II, many people had their faith shaken. They needed reassurance. What would the church do in response?

			There was a sharp divide within Christianity over what to do. Instead of the church preaching the gospel and caring for the widows and orphans, churches emphasized one or the other. Conservative churches became more gospel focused. People needed to hear the gospel and spread the gospel message of hope. Liberal churches, however, focused on the social gospel.

			Liberal Christianity had been on the rise since the early 1900s. Liberalism combined the scientific rationalism of the Enlightenment with the ethical relativism of the Romantics. The central goal of liberalism was accommodating Christianity to the new secular age. Like earlier humanists, liberals rejected the supernatural and miraculous elements of Christianity. They denied Jesus’s virgin birth, His miracles, and His bodily Resurrection. They had little use for the strict, moralistic Old Testament God. Instead, they taught a message of a pacifist, socialist Jesus whose life was an example for us to follow. As Richard Niebuhr summarized, “A God without wrath brought men without sin into a kingdom without judgment through the ministrations of a Christ without a Cross.”14

			J. Gresham Machen, a conservative theologian in the early 1900s, wrote about theological liberalism in his book Christianity and Liberalism: “The chief modern rival of Christianity is ‘liberalism.’ An examination of the teachings of liberalism in comparison with those of Christianity will show that at every point the two movements are in direct opposition.”15 As Machen pointed out, liberal Christianity, instead of trying to bring people to paradise, was trying to bring eternal paradise to Earth. Adherents of liberal Christianity believed that only they could save the world and bring utopia here. The result was that liberal churches went out into the culture to feed the poor and administer their false gospel message. Conservative Christians ceded cultural influence to try to save souls. Even Hollywood preached the message of good Christians as benevolent, kindly liberals, opposed to narrow-minded, bigoted evangelical conservatives.

			The Bible seems very clear that we’re supposed to share the gospel and care for the needy. But with the split of the church, it turns out the people who cared for the needy physically were deeply persuasive to many people about how they should live, work, and build society. Meanwhile, the secular Left took over public education, teaching children the humanist, relativist, Gnostic religion of Self.

			The priests of this religion were able to co-opt government schools because in the 1950s and ’60s, the Supreme Court16 decided that atheism was the opposite of religion and not a religion in itself. While the U.S. Constitution says the government will not establish a religion, the government in fact did establish a type of religion by embracing secularism.

			Postmodern Gnosticism

			Toward the end of the twentieth century, postmodernism emerged as the leading philosophy in Western civilization. Postmodernism emphasizes self and personal experiences. There are no absolutes. Truth is whatever you believe it to be. Religious beliefs are personal, and religious practice is individualistic. In fact, many people today like to say that they are “spiritual, but not religious.”

			New Age spirituality and religious practices incorporate elements of ancient religions. What’s old is new again. Healing crystals replace household idols. People consult Ouija boards and mediums to connect with the spirit world. Some take drugs for enlightenment and transcendence.

			Spirituality is self-focused in our postmodern age. The goal is to improve yourself, soothe yourself, and be true to yourself. In this postmodern ideal, we are our own truth. I’m never the problem. You’re the problem because you have your truth, and I have my truth. And when our truths are incompatible you are the heretic, not me. We’ve created a god in our own image, and that image is Self. As Carl Trueman explains in The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self:

			An overriding desire for inner personal happiness and a sense of psychological well-being lie at the heart of the modern age and make ethics at root a subjective discourse. Human beings may still like to think they believe in good and bad, but these concepts are unhitched from any transcendent framework and merely reflect personal, emotional, and psychological preferences.17

			Whatever your truth, you can find an “expert” to support your point of view. Nowadays every cultural-sociological movement has a medical doctor and a scientist with a Ph.D. to form the basis of its claims. There are doctors who promote the idea that vaccines cause autism. There are scientists claiming that having children is “scientifically proven” to harm the environment, and so smaller families are a moral obligation. Some doctors will tell you that life does not begin until a child exists outside of the womb. Others will tell you that it is scientifically possible for a boy to become a girl.

			Language then tracks the political consensus of the scientific community. And it is a political consensus. Secular liberals have worked very hard to co-opt cultural institutions so that, regardless of truth, science reflects opinion instead of the other way around. The two-parent heterosexual nuclear household may have been, for thousands of years, the most stable way in which to raise children, but get a bunch of liberal sociologists masquerading as scientists together in a room and soon they’ll tell you science says that the two-parent heterosexual nuclear household is bigoted, white supremacist, and part of the patriarchy.

			Gnostic influence is especially clear in our cultural obsession with identity. Our identity comes from within and is subjective. Instead of being created in the image of God, male and female, you get to create yourself in your own image and decide whether you’re male or female, black or white. Rachel Dolezal identified as a black woman, even though biologically, she’s white. Ellen Page was born biologically female, but because her internal identity is male, Ellen is now Elliot, which makes the movie Juno deeply confusing.

			Caitlyn Jenner always was the truth behind Bruce Jenner. In the mind-numbing logic of “gender conformity,” Caitlyn was always there just waiting to be revealed. According to the new Gnosticism, Rachel, Bruce, and Ellen freed themselves from the external, material world and found their true selves in the internal, spiritual world.

			Gnosticism also manifests itself in radical environmentalism. Christianity teaches that God created nature and that we are to be stewards of it. With environmentalism, we go from controlling nature so that we flourish to controlling ourselves so that nature flourishes. We’ve elevated creation above the Creator, and we have to some degree put ourselves lower than creation.

			Instead of the church teaching morality to curb sin, the government regulates our behaviors to protect the environment from our ecological “sins.” That’s not the language it uses, but in the environmental religion, sin is anything that causes problems for the planet, either in commerce, in trade, or in human stewardship of the environment. The government replaces God, and instead of giving us the Ten Commandments, it gives us a fifty-book U.S. code to modify our behaviors and teach us how we’re to live, along with an even more voluminous Code of Federal Regulations to get even more specific.

			We’ve overpopulated the Earth, we have too many mouth breathers, breathing carbon dioxide, driving their trucks. We need to silence and punish anyone who doesn’t embrace this new theology. They are heretics whose lives must be destroyed, chased off the airwaves. And, oh, by the way, the whole world is going to burn and end unless you hold your breath and don’t release any carbon dioxide.

			We have a new inquisition, and you see it everywhere you look. Whether it’s punishment on social media if you don’t buy into transgenderism, or losing your home and business for sinning against the environmentalist religion, it’s going to get worse. As people leave Christianity, and Christianity leaves this nation, we don’t get new religions, we get old ones repackaged to appear new. Just like those old religions sacrificed people to their gods, we’re going to see the environmentalists who lead this new religion become some of the most violent. After all, they are the high priests, and they do not want to make their goddess Greta Thunberg scowl at them.

			Gnostic Wokeism

			Two possessed men cried out to Jesus. The demons spoke and Jesus asked them their names. “Legion, for we are many,” they told Him. Then, knowing that their fate was sealed, the demons begged the Lord to cast them into a herd of pigs running by instead of being cast into the abyss. Christ did, and the pigs ran down the hill into the water and drowned.18

			But the demons didn’t die.

			They got out of the pigs and were bored. So, they invented social media.

			One of the only upsides to Twitter, now called X, is that we occasionally get glimpses of the intellectual elite and realize that they are pretty damn stupid. Thus, we come to Nikole Hannah-Jones, a woman whose sole existence is to tell the members of the white patriarchy that they will be absolved of their own racism by giving her money. Nikole Hannah-Jones, of course, gets paid by white wokes to rewrite American history into something sinister, racist, and bad. Hannah-Jones has a history of making assertions based on propaganda and proclaiming that facts are propaganda.

			Hannah-Jones and others like her are just various forms of L. Ron Hubbard selling a modern Gnosticism to rich, white wokes who need Jesus, but don’t believe in Him. They promise secret enlightenment if only you’ll throw money at them, buy their books, and give them tithes. They will open your eyes and reveal the true history, the true nature of racism, and the true depths of depravity in America that are so woven through our systemic injustices that they’ll never be undone—so long as the money keeps flowing.

			Rich white people who feel a sense of shame or guilt about their positions seek absolution for their sense of guilt. The race hustlers then simultaneously assuage their guilt and perpetuate the shame to keep the money rolling in. It is no longer these white wokes who are to blame, but the systems. And systems are controlled by others who are not as enlightened.

			It is no coincidence that as the United States has seen its first black president, first black vice president, a black man representing South Carolina in the Senate, and scores of other prominent non-white leaders across the country, the Gnostics of race have grown louder and more vocal. They sense their gravy train disappearing as America moves beyond its past sins.

			There is a ready market for rich secular progressives always looking for special insight, better knowledge, and absolution for their feelings of guilt. These Gnostics can be applauded for grabbing this guilt and steering it toward race with supposed special insight.

			L. Ron Hubbard offered Xenu, volcanoes, DC-8 spaceships, and thetans to explain the guilt of success to the dimwitted Lilliputians of Hollywood. Gnostic woke leaders have offered America’s past to explain the guilt of current success to rich wokes.

			Gnosticism is on the rise in our culture, among political liberals and conservatives. People believe that if you read certain websites or listen to certain voices, you can gain insight to the world and a deeper knowledge of what’s really happening around you.

			The same thing is happening in the discussions on race and social justice. On both sides of the debate, people say, “Hey, I’ve got the hidden knowledge the media isn’t telling you about. I’ve got the hidden knowledge the Republicans or the Democrats aren’t telling you about.” Inevitably some fringe, malcontented group—whether white nationalists or Antifa—wants the malcontented souls to come in and believe that it has access to a “truth” that is not publicly available.

			The false gospel of Gnosticism has been a problem in the Christian church since the beginning. In fact, the “new” progressive religion of the Left isn’t new at all. It may seem like it came out of nowhere, but what we’re seeing today is the latest incarnation of an ancient heresy.

			The Christian Response

			There’s a story that C.S. Lewis was once asked by a group of religious scholars, “Is there anything that really separates Christianity from the other religions?” In response, he offered one word: “Grace.”

			Christianity is truly unique. It combines mercy—not getting what you deserve, with grace—getting what you don’t deserve). Others will argue that their religions have these concepts, but when you dig deep, it’s always conditional. With Christianity, the only condition is to accept Christ. It doesn’t matter how bad you are. If you accept Christ and repent, you get forgiveness and eternal life.

			There is no concept of that in secular Gnosticism. There may be mercy, they might spare you from what they think you deserve. But in their world, you can’t receive things you don’t deserve because secularism is premised on a zero-sum game. There is a finite number of resources. Some give, some take. But grace is unacceptable. You can’t give people something they don’t deserve. As a result, there’s an unbridled level of hostility. And ultimately, everyone has to keep moving further and further to the left to stay ahead of the mob. Eventually we’ll all fall off the cliff. As liberal standards and norms evolve over time, even someone who’s in a perfect position today will suddenly find himself a sinner who can’t be redeemed. With a big enough public sacrifice, he might find a measure of mercy, but there is no grace.

			You can put up a windmill or a solar panel, buy a battery car and a bike, it won’t save you. Even if you’re doing everything possible to save the planet, you’re still screwed. As long as the guy next door has a bunch of kids and drives an SUV that uses gas, the planet is doomed. There’s no grace in these systems, and this is where we are in our society.

			By the way, don’t think it doesn’t affect political conservatives. There are many political conservatives who are abandoning authentic Christianity for something that looks and sounds like Christianity. These are people who employ the rhetoric of Christianity who have no idea of the concept of loving your neighbor or extending grace to someone who lets you down. It’s a cultural Christianity where culture should look like Christianity, but we really don’t want Christianity itself. In the same way, QAnon is Gnosticism for some on the Right.

			People are buying into these Gnostic ideas. It’s affecting our politics. It’s affecting our judgment. It’s affecting our decision-making. It is particularly dominant right now on the Left. Those on the Left have abandoned the real church for one of their own creation. They have stopped worshiping the real God for the creation that God made.

			Across North America and Europe, environmentalists force conversions to their faith by requiring you to turn off your power, starve, and freeze in the wintertime. You will be made to pay for their Gnostic god. And if you do not submit to their god, you will be persecuted and punished.

			Christianity has the only answer to the problems of this world. The problem is that we’ve forgotten our mission of spreading the gospel. Oh, we’re very missional in the sense of wanting to go to Mexico or Africa. Just like the empires of the 1500s and 1600s, we’re sending the missionaries off to conquer territory and Christianize the world. But we’ve forgotten the people in our own backyard who are craving Christ.

			We have the opportunity for local churches to return to Jeremiah 29 and seek the welfare of the cities in which they are because there they’ll find their welfare. We’re seeing a Protestantism in this country that for so long felt itself so dominant, it did not have to stick to the basics. It could refine itself into political theater and combine itself into a megachurchopolis, packing people into a building on a Sunday, without caring about the people down the street from the church on a Monday.

			We’ve embraced a live-and-let-live attitude with the fallen culture around us. We’ve embraced plurality and are attempting to “coexist.” That coexistence can creep into our house and we’re not even aware of it. Parents are abdicating their responsibility to raise their children as Christians, whether it’s to a school or to a church program. Mom and Dad are so busy making money to provide for the family that they’ve neglected the souls of their kids.
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