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Marlon Samuels in action during his half-century for West Indies against Pakistan in a 2007 World Cup contest at Sabina Park in the Caribbean. The wicketkeeper is Kamran Akmal.
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INTRODUCTION

While Test cricket remains the highest level of attainment for any cricketer, the limited overs World Cup has become another vital component of the cricketing landscape. Due to the World Cup not having first-class status, purists and traditionalists could debate its worthiness or merit. But the amount of interest that World Cup cricket has generated across the globe has been undeniable, particularly with two different formats becoming entrenched. Changes in cricket and in society have resulted in countless alterations to limited overs cricket and the World Cup in general, yet the concept has arguably reached greater and greater heights.

The generally accepted form of cricket involved two innings per side (unless of course a team won by a margin of an innings), until limited overs cricket became a regular part of the English county season following the start of the Gillette Cup in 1963. While the limited overs concept gradually caught on in other countries, rainy weather in Melbourne at a crucial time proved a pivotal moment. A washed out Australia versus England Ashes Test in season 1970–71 resulted in the Test being replaced with the first ever limited overs international, which drew a crowd of 46,006. The game went from strength to strength so rapidly in the next few years, and the first ever World Cup cricket tournament was set in stone for 1975. While Test cricket had not necessarily been devalued, a lot of drawn results in the 1960s meant the international game had arguably gone into something of a lull. In retrospect, perhaps limited overs cricket gave the sport a new lease of life.

In more ways than one, the inauguration of World Cup cricket was a huge risk. Having cricket on the world stage in a format that was still relatively new and evidently not embraced by purists and traditionalists was risky enough. Additionally, it was easy to overlook the fact that a World Cup-type of concept had been tried in Test cricket all the way back in 1912. Marred by rain, the triangular series involving Australia, England and South Africa proved a failure. More than 60 years passed before any initiatives were taken to instigate another cricket tournament that brought numerous playing nations together.

The first three World Cups contained 60 overs per side, before 50 overs became the norm. The chief difference in limited overs cricket – compared with first-class cricket – was the need to score runs more rapidly which inevitably meant the batsmen (‘batters’ having since become the more common term) had to take more risks in an effort to push the run rate along. Captains also had to learn to rotate their bowlers – regardless of form or fatigue – simply for the reason that each bowler could deliver no more than a fifth of the total number of allotted overs per team.

Incidentally, the first four World Cups had something of a first-class look as they involved the red ball and white clothing, before the white ball and coloured clothing became the norm. Playing some games under floodlights at night became another significant feature, starting in the fifth instalment of World Cup cricket. Other changes such as the third umpire, and the right for players to seek to overturn an on-field umpire’s decision, have also placed numerous incidents under increasingly intense scrutiny.

Rule changes including fielding restrictions and ‘powerplays’ have invariably meant changes to batting and bowling plans, while the range of strokeplay has expanded in the meantime. Traditional strokes such as drives, cuts, pulls and hooks have been complemented with more adventurous inventions including ramp shots and switch-hits, as well as other daring and high-risk strokes. With the desire to score rapidly, perhaps it is inevitable that run rates have increased over time. Indeed, an inspection of numerous limited overs scoreboards suggests a competitive total in a 60-over contest now appears small in 50 overs! Additionally, for a number of years it was not unusual for the team batting second to effectively shut up shop when chasing a stiff target, and to simply bat out the overs. When referring to one such contest from 1987 in his book World Cup Cricket: 1975–1999, author Mark Browning wrote that in these situations it might be beneficial if a forfeit rule was available in order to avoid having to play many overs of pointless cricket. But with the progression and development of the game – and perhaps the hunger to win with increased amounts of money in the sport – it has become as scarce as hen’s teeth for any team to simply ‘give up’ during a run chase. Likewise, it has also become rare to bowl economically and restrict the opposing team’s run rate. Conceding 50 runs in 10 overs has gone from being expensive to being tidy, while the only realistic way to stymy an opposing team’s progress has been to take wickets instead of containment.

The advent of 20 overs per side cricket simply added another component to the sport, with an even greater need to score runs as rapidly as possible. With virtually no incentive for bowlers, this shortened format has had mass commercial appeal while attracting a vastly different demographic from Test cricket, and to some extent a different market from the 50 overs per side format. It was little surprise to see the Twenty20 (T20) format become another component of World Cup cricket. This began in 2007 – the only time the two Cricket World Cup tournaments took place in the same year – after the first ever T20 international had taken place in 2005.

While the T20 World Cup has not necessarily overshadowed the limited overs World Cup, it has been abundantly clear that the demand for T20 cricket has led to a downturn in the number of 50 overs per side competitions. Although the limited overs World Cup has generally been played every four years, the T20 World Cup has not had such a consistent pattern. Trying to juggle numerous international and domestic cricket competitions and formats has inevitably become a very trying task for cricket administrators worldwide.

Only time will tell if any more World Cup cricket formats arise, or if any fall by the wayside.
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England’s James Anderson celebrates a wicket.








ODI WORLD CUP (60 AND 50 OVERS PER SIDE)
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England’s Dennis Amiss hammers the ball during his century in the first World Cup cricket match.


1975


Windies defy gallant Aussies in first World Cup decider


	The inaugural World Cup cricket competition begins in June 1975, with the fixtures comprising 60 overs per side

	The first game involves a fine century from England’s Dennis Amiss, and a ‘puzzling innings’ from India’s Sunil Gavaskar who scores at a snail-like pace as England wins by a huge margin

	An unbroken last-wicket stand of 64 gives West Indies an unbelievable one-wicket victory against Pakistan

	Australia’s Gary Gilmour excels with ball and bat in a tense low-scoring semi-final against England at Headingley

	West Indies lift the crown following a Clive Lloyd century, a series of Aussie run-outs and a fighting last-wicket stand from Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson





The inaugural Cricket World Cup featured the six countries with Test status (Australia, England, India, New Zealand, Pakistan and West Indies) and two leading ‘Associate’ nations (East Africa and Sri Lanka). With the teams split into two groups, the top-two teams from each group progressed to the semi-finals. It was by no means surprising that England and New Zealand made the finals from Group A while India and East Africa finished third and fourth respectively. It was also not surprising that West Indies and Australia were the two Group B teams to reach the semi-finals while Pakistan and Sri Lanka missed out. However, Pakistan could just as easily have made the finals instead of West Indies or Australia had Pakistan not squandered what appeared a certain victory against the team from the Caribbean. Interestingly, this was the only tight match in either Group A or B, as nearly all of the group matches were won and lost comprehensively.

One of the semi-finals was a thriller, and the final was also a grand occasion, with West Indies ultimately the maiden titleholder after working hard to overcome a plucky Australian outfit. While the West Indians were worthy winners after being undefeated throughout the tournament, it was easy to overlook the fact that one different result (in this case the West Indies versus Pakistan match) could easily have changed the entire tournament. This sort of thing – a result that could just as easily have gone the other way and changed the course of the tournament – was to become a common theme in World Cup cricket.


A HAT-TRICK OF CLASSICS: Three great contests

Australia v Pakistan at Headingley (Leeds), 7 June

The 73-run margin was highly misleading, after Australia and Pakistan produced a well-fought battle. It was interesting to note Australia had been 5-184 and 6-195 and then tallied 7-278 in its 60 overs, before Pakistan lost its fifth and sixth wickets at 181 and 189 and then fell away.

Australia’s openers were on debut in the One Day International (ODI) format, with Alan Turner scoring a brisk 46 in their partnership of 63 while Rick McCosker remained slow. Captain Ian Chappell was in brilliant form before falling for 28, and then the Australians stumbled to 4-124. Greg Chappell played many fine shots in his 45, but it was Ross Edwards who made the biggest difference. Max Walker hung around as 48 runs were added for the seventh wicket, before Jeff Thomson hit a four and a six in the final over on his way to a quickfire 20 not out. Edwards, who reached his half-century with a six, finished on 80.

Pakistan opener Majid Khan scored 44 of his 65 runs in boundaries before he was caught behind down the legside attempting a sweep shot, leaving the team vulnerable at 4-104. Pakistani skipper Asif Iqbal batted solidly while Wasim Raja played his part in a 77-run stand, before the batting team lost its last six wickets for just 24 runs as Dennis Lillee did most of the damage. Australia’s other opening bowler, Thomson, had tidy figures of 8-2-25-1 although nearly half of those runs came from illegal deliveries, with his first over containing 11 balls.

Australia 7-278 (Ross Edwards 80 not out; Naseer Malik 2-37) beat Pakistan 205 (Majid Khan 65, Asif Iqbal 53; Dennis Lillee 5-34, Max Walker 2-32) by 73 runs.
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West Indian Keith Boyce in action, watched by Australian wicketkeeper Rod Marsh during the World Cup decider.


Pakistan v West Indies at Edgbaston (Birmingham), 11 June

This nail-biting match was a genuine classic. It was definitely a case of one team snatching victory from the jaws of defeat while the other snatched defeat from the jaws of victory.

Pakistan missed captain Asif Iqbal due to illness, while all-rounder and future captain Imran Khan was unavailable due to exams at Oxford University. In the end, the Pakistanis compensated for these absentees and were poised for a comfortable win, but they couldn’t land the knockout blow.

Stand-in captain Majid Khan led from the front after winning the toss, scoring a fine 60 at the top of the order. His departure left the team 3-140, before quality half-centuries to Mushtaq Mohammad and Wasim Raja set up a challenging total. Wasim’s 58 came from just 57 balls, and ODI debutant Javed Miandad chipped in with 24 on the day before his 18th birthday. There was some ragged fielding from the West Indians, although Pakistan’s batting tapered off a little after Wasim’s dismissal with the total at 249.

Needing 267 runs, the West Indians were 3-36 after Sarfraz Nawaz dismissed the first three batters, with two of them caught behind and the other one lbw. The score could have been worse had Majid not dropped Rohan Kanhai at mid-wicket, but the West Indians were still in trouble when Kanhai played the ball onto his stumps. The score was 5-99 when Viv Richards hooked a catch to deep backward square leg, leaving captain Clive Lloyd with a huge task on his hands. He passed 50 but then was controversially given out caught behind off Miandad, leaving West Indies 7-151. Another 15 runs were added before Keith Boyce chopped a pull shot onto the stumps, and then Vanburn Holder unleashed some good shots. Deryck Murray edged a streaky boundary, before Holder lashed a catch to cover-point. With the West Indians on 9-203 in the 46th over, the result appeared a formality.

Andy Roberts clouted the economical Miandad through the covers for four, before an all-run four to Murray was followed by a cracking cover drive for another boundary. Parvez Mir bowled a maiden, but the Pakistanis were running out of specialist bowling options while the last-wicket pair chiselled away at the seemingly impossible requirement. Roberts clubbed a four in the second-last over, and just five more runs were needed with one over to spare amid great tension. Wasim Raja was called on to bowl for the first time all day, and he delivered a short ball down legside which Roberts tried to pull. Wicketkeeper Wasim Bari threw erratically to the bowler’s end as a run-out option turned into two runs thanks to an extra run from an overthrow. Roberts then nudged the ball into a gap on the legside and managed two runs to tie the scores, before tapping the fourth ball to mid-wicket and scampering through for the winning run. In hindsight, this result had a huge bearing on the tournament as a win to Pakistan may have been enough to knock West Indies out of the finals series.

West Indies 9-267 (Deryck Murray 61 not out, Clive Lloyd 53; Sarfraz Nawaz 4-44, Naseer Malik 2-42) beat Pakistan 7-266 (Majid Khan 60, Wasim Raja 58, Mushtaq Mohammad 55) by one wicket.

New Zealand v India at Old Trafford (Manchester), 14 June

This was by far the most competitive match in Group A, with the winner to progress to the finals series while the loser would be eliminated. There were standout performances from Kiwi captain Glenn Turner and Indian all-rounder Syed Abid Ali, and useful contributions from numerous other players.

After India won the toss, Sunil Gavaskar succumbed to the Hadlee brothers as Richard held a catch off Dayle with the total at 17. Thirty-one runs were added for the next wicket before Richard Hadlee, Brian McKechnie and Hedley Howarth made breakthroughs to leave India struggling at 6-101. At number seven, Abid Ali rescued the situation with a fine 70 while Madan Lal and captain Srinivas Venkataraghavan also made valuable contributions. Fifty-five runs were added for the seventh wicket, and 60 were added for the ninth wicket before a 13-run last-wicket stand ended with a run-out from the final delivery of the 60th over.

The Kiwis lost their first wicket at 45 before stumbling to 3-70 in pursuit of 231. The second victim, Geoff Howarth, was unluckily run out when a straight drive from Turner was deflected by the bowler into the stumps at the non-striker’s end. Unfazed, New Zealand’s captain held the innings together as partnerships of 65, 50 and 39 unfolded, before the winning runs were scored with only seven balls remaining. Turner finished unconquered on 114 from 177 balls, with 13 fours.

New Zealand 6-233 (Glenn Turner 114 not out, Brian Hastings 34; Syed Abid Ali 2-35) beat India 230 (Syed Abid Ali 70, Anshuman Gaekwad 37; Brian McKechnie 3-49, Dayle Hadlee 2-32) by four wickets.




SIX OF THE BEST: Individual performances 

(excluding the finals)

Dennis Amiss 137 off 147 balls: England v India at Lord’s (London), 7 June

While Indian opener Sunil Gavaskar’s snail-like scoring earned plenty of attention in the England versus India contest, Dennis Amiss’s fine century did not deserve to be overlooked. England’s opener stroked 18 attractive boundaries as he compiled 137 in the total of 4-334.

Amiss reached his half-century as he gently nudged off-spinner Srinivas Venkataraghavan through point for four, before hitting three successive fours off Mohinder Amarnath’s medium-pace. A cracking square drive was followed by a back foot drive slightly in front of point, and then a back foot cover drive. Amiss again turned his attention to Venkataraghavan, as the opener used his feet and lifted a four over mid-on before a cover drive produced his 14th four and took his score to 82. Amiss was just two runs shy of his ton when the score stood at 1-150 during lunch. Soon afterwards, he glided an Abid Ali delivery off his legs to go from 99 to 101. In Eknath Solkar’s only over, Amiss advanced the left-arm spinner and hammered the ball wide of long-on where two fielders couldn’t prevent another boundary.

England stumbled from 1-230 to 4-245, with Amiss the fourth batter dismissed as he swung at a Madan Lal delivery in the 51st over. Chris Old promptly came out and blazed an unbeaten 51 from just 30 balls, to ensure a strong total which India never looked like chasing.







The West Indies v Pakistan match was definitely a case of one team snatching victory from the jaws of defeat while the other snatched defeat from the jaws of victory.




Glenn Turner 171 not out off 201 balls: New Zealand v East Africa at Edgbaston (Birmingham), 7 June

While Amiss compiled a stylish century at Lord’s on day one of the tournament, New Zealand opener Glenn Turner made an even bigger score against East Africa at Edgbaston. After winning the toss and choosing to bat, Turner batted throughout New Zealand’s innings and set up the strong total of 5-309. Turner faced 201 balls for his unbeaten 171 and registered 16 fours and two sixes. The Kiwi skipper played many glorious drives as well as plenty of cross-batted shots, and his innings contained at least one blemish. Turner would have been out for 16 had economical left-arm spinner Parbhu Nana held a sharp caught-and-bowled chance, and the prolific scorer was also reprieved on 27 when a slow-moving fielder could not grasp a chance at mid-off. New Zealand went on to win by 181 runs.

Dennis Lillee 12-2-34-5: Australia v Pakistan at Headingley (Leeds), 7 June

Dennis Lillee’s best ODI bowling figures were in the 1975 World Cup, after Australia set Pakistan a target of 279. Lillee claimed the first wicket in the run chase when a brilliant yorker rattled left-hander Sadiq Mohammad’s stumps, before the Western Australian sparked a late collapse after Pakistan was soundly placed at 4-181. Lillee crucially dismissed Asif Iqbal for 53, as Pakistan’s skipper drove at a ball that swung in and uprooted the off-stump. Lillee’s third victim was Sarfraz Nawaz who fiddled outside off-stump and edged behind, and the final two wickets of the match also fell to Lillee. Asif Masood skied a slog and was caught by a running Walker who collided with teammate Ashley Mallett, before Wasim Bari was caught by a diving wicketkeeper.

Keith Fletcher 131 off 147 balls: England v New Zealand at Trent Bridge (Nottingham), 11 June

Keith Fletcher’s contribution far outweighed that of anyone else, as he scored nearly half of England’s total of 6-266 while his score was 94 runs better than England’s second top-scorer. Batting at number three, Fletcher came to the crease with the score at 1-27 before John Jameson departed just one run later.

Fletcher’s first boundary was a superbly timed cover drive off the back foot, before he went from 12 to 16 as he flicked a half-volley in front of square leg. Fletcher’s half-century yielded seven fours, before the remainder of his innings featured a lot more running between the wickets. A cut shot for three runs raised his century, and his innings included 13 fours before he was run out from the final ball of the innings as he chanced a risky second run.

John Morrison was the only New Zealander to score more than 27 in the run chase, as he made 55 in a disappointing total of 186.

Zaheer Abbas 97 off 89 balls: Pakistan v Sri Lanka at Trent Bridge (Nottingham), 14 June

Pakistan was in control at 1-159 when Zaheer Abbas came to the crease, before his attractive innings of 97 helped build a total of 6-330. Sadiq Mohammad was first out for 74, and captain Majid Khan followed soon after for 84. Zaheer stroked the ball elegantly on both sides of the wicket, as he registered 10 fours and a six while facing just 89 balls. With a century in sight, he played a Tony Opatha delivery onto the stumps.

John Snow 12-6-11-4: England v East Africa at Edgbaston (Birmingham), 14 June

East Africa had no answer to the pace bowling of John Snow, who captured four wickets and conceded just 11 runs in his 12 overs after the host nation set a target of 291. England’s opening bowler captured the first four wickets as the Africans fell to 4-21. His victims were Frasat Ali, Yunus Badat, Jawahir Shah and Samuel Walusimbi. Ali made a duck from 17 balls when a Snow delivery flattened his off-stump, before Badat made a third-ball duck as he inside-edged the ball onto his leg-stump. Snow’s final two victims were lbw, with the bowler not raising either arm as he appealed which made it look like there was a more enthusiastic appeal from behind the stumps.



HEADLINE MOMENT

Sunil Gavaskar’s scoring rate against England

Needing 335 runs to beat England at Lord’s on day one of the inaugural Cricket World Cup, India lost only three wickets while batting out its 60 overs but finished 203 runs shy of the target. This justifiably earned a place in Andrew Ward’s book Cricket’s Strangest Matches, with this match headlined ‘A Puzzling Innings’.

The puzzling innings came from Indian opener Sunil Gavaskar. He batted throughout the entire innings and faced 174 balls yet scored only 36 runs. His motives and the reasons for his staggeringly slow scoring rate will always remain a matter of conjecture. Given that the Indians were dismissed for a miserable 42 in their previous outing at Lord’s, John Woodcock suggested in The Times: ‘If they could not win on Saturday, as they decided they could not after England’s innings, then every effort had to be concentrated on averting another collapse.’

According to a Cricinfo article by Martin Williamson, India’s manager GS Ramchand said: ‘It was the most disgraceful and selfish performance I have ever seen… his excuse [to me] was, the wicket was too slow to play shots but that was a stupid thing to say after England had scored 334. The entire party is upset about it. Our national pride is too important to be thrown away like this.’ Williamson also reported one rumour was that Gavaskar was unhappy with team selections, while another rumour was that Gavaskar was annoyed with the appointment of Venkataraghavan as captain. Years later, Gavaskar said he couldn’t really explain it. He said he had faintly edged the second ball of the innings to the wicketkeeper, but nobody appealed. Had the batter walked or been given out, it would have saved a lot of ensuing trouble – let alone boring cricket. A number of Indian supporters entered the playing arena and urged Gavaskar to show more urgency. Another spectator was arrested for punching a policeman.

[image: Keith Fletcher, raises his bat and cap in celebration, with an umpire Bill Alley standing nearby on the field.]
England’s Keith Fletcher raises his bat after reaching triple figures against New Zealand, while umpire Bill Alley looks on.


[image: Bandula Warnapura strikes the ball through the off side during Sri Lanka’s brave but unsuccessful run chase against Australia in the 1975 World Cup.]
Bandula Warnapura strikes the ball through the off side during Sri Lanka’s gallant but unsuccessful run chase against Australia.





FIRST SEMI-FINAL

England v Australia at Headingley (Leeds), 18 June

The England versus Australia semi-final had all the makings of a brilliant Ashes contest, except that it featured only one innings per team instead of two. It would have been fascinating to see how the match panned out if it had featured two innings per team.

The game was well known for Gary Gilmour’s brilliance. The left-arm bowler captured the first six wickets before finishing his 12 overs with 6-14, and later he made the highest individual score of the match. Only 187 runs were scored in the contest, with England’s innings lasting 36.2 overs before the run chase lasted 28.4 overs.

Amiss was lbw with just two runs on the board, and Barry Wood was bowled off his pad before Tony Greig was superbly caught one-handed by a diving Rod Marsh in front of first slip. England crashed from 3-33 to 6-36 as three lbw appeals were upheld, with the first of those victims being Frank Hayes who offered no shot. When Walker had Chris Old caught at second slip, the score was 7-37. The eighth wicket fell at 52, before vital partnerships of 21 and 20 unfolded. England captain Mike Denness fought hard for his 27 before he was ninth out when he edged an inswinger onto the stumps. Geoff Arnold registered a couple of streaky boundaries, including a French cut, before the final wicket was the fifth lbw of the innings.

Although the 94-run target was perhaps 20 or 30 runs higher than it could have been, Australia seemingly had little to worry about. Victory was only 77 runs away when Arnold trapped Alan Turner lbw, before Ian Chappell was lbw to Snow with the total at 24. Greg Chappell’s only scoring shot was a four before he too was lbw to Snow, and then Old claimed three wickets in eight balls to have the Australians in dire trouble. Greg Chappell, McCosker and Edwards were dismissed with the total at 32, with McCosker bowled through the gate before Edwards inside-edged a ball that dislodged his middle-stump. When Marsh chanced his arm and lost his off-bail, Gilmour came to the crease with the score a worrying 6-39.

Doug Walters always seemed to struggle in England, but he made a precious contribution on this occasion. He pushed a Snow delivery just wide of second slip, before a cracking off drive from Gilmour raised Australia’s 50. A misfield at mid-wicket enabled Walters to turn a single into a three, before a turning point came as Gilmour edged Snow through the slips at catchable height and obtained four runs. Gilmour twice drove Old past cover for four before edging a Peter Lever delivery to second slip, only for another crucial chance to go begging. Walters drove Arnold for four before cutting the same bowler for another boundary, and soon the Australians were home as the batting duo scampered a short single.

Australia 6-94 (Gary Gilmour 28 not out, Doug Walters 20 not out; Chris Old 3-29, John Snow 2-30) beat England 93 (Mike Denness 27; Gary Gilmour 6-14, Max Walker 3-22) by four wickets.





SECOND SEMI-FINAL

New Zealand v West Indies at The Oval (London), 18 June

It was hardly surprising that West Indies won comfortably, but for a little while it appeared that New Zealand could mount a decent challenge. Ultimately, the Kiwis did not score nearly enough runs, before having to defend the sub-standard total without Richard Hadlee.

Sent in, New Zealand began uncertainly as John Morrison scratched around for five runs before being trapped lbw. Geoff Howarth and captain Glenn Turner consolidated the innings and steered the Kiwis into a sound position at lunch: 1-92 from 29 overs. The complexion changed sharply in the first over after the break as Kanhai held a splendid diving slips catch to account for Turner. John Parker fell cheaply and then Howarth, having just passed 50, edged a low catch to the wicketkeeper to leave the Kiwis wobbling at 4-106.

A 19-run stand ensued but then the collapse resumed as Ken Wadsworth attempted a big hit and was easily caught at mid-on. Bernard Julien and Roberts did the main damage with the ball while Lloyd claimed one vital wicket in his tidy spell, before Holder cleaned up the tail. After taking a catch, Holder bowled the final three batters. Lance Cairns perished to a wild swing before Hedley Howarth was out first ball, and then Richard Collinge hung around briefly until a Holder delivery penetrated his defence. The Kiwis tallied only 158 runs and failed by 46 balls to bat out their overs.

New Zealand’s hopes were raised as Roy Fredericks hooked a catch to backward square leg. Coincidentally, both teams lost their first wicket with eight runs on the board. As it turned out, a second-wicket stand of 125 virtually guaranteed a West Indian victory. Gordon Greenidge scored the bulk of his runs in boundaries despite a modest strike rate, while Alvin Kallicharran produced a player-of-the-match innings. Collinge held a return catch before winning two appeals for lbw as West Indies slipped from 1-133 to 4-142, but the mini collapse was too late for the Kiwis. Lloyd fell with the total at 151, before Julien whipped a four off his legs. When Kanhai drove a full-toss through cover for an all-run four as spectators entered the arena, the West Indians had won with nearly 20 overs to spare.

West Indies 5-159 (Alvin Kallicharran 72, Gordon Greenidge 55; Richard Collinge 3-28) beat New Zealand 158 (Geoff Howarth 51; Bernard Julien 4-27, Vanburn Holder 3-30) by five wickets.


Gavaskar’s motives and the reasons for his staggeringly slow scoring rate will always remain a matter of conjecture.






FINAL

West Indies v Australia at Lord’s (London), 21 June

The first World Cup final was a grand occasion in more ways than one, as Lord’s was a hive of activity despite the absence of the English team. A high quality contest unfolded, with fielding ultimately making all the difference.

Sent in, West Indies had bad luck early on when Fredericks hooked a bumper over the fence and was out hit wicket as he lost his balance and hit the stumps with his foot. Kallicharran began well but then departed for 12 after lasting 26 minutes, and Greenidge scored just 13 in 80 minutes before his exit left West Indies 3-50.

The pendulum swung as Lloyd struck two sixes and 12 sumptuous fours in his outstanding knock of 102 from 85 balls. Before reaching 50, the West Indian skipper was crucially reprieved as Edwards spilled a catch at mid-wicket. Kanhai, who was bogged down for a lengthy period, was also dropped by Edwards before Lillee gave Kanhai another reprieve. The total was 199 when Lloyd was ruled caught behind down the legside off Gilmour, who soon bowled Kanhai and Richards to reduce the West Indians to 6-209 in the 46th over. Boyce, Julien and Murray made crucial runs before Holder scored a two off the final ball when a run-out chance was butchered. Despite Gilmour’s five-wicket haul, Australia faced a stiff target of 292.

[image: Australian opener Alan Turner plays a lofted shot during his limited overs international debut in the inaugural 1975 Cricket World Cup.]
Australian opener Alan Turner made his limited overs international debut during the inaugural Cricket World Cup.


Australia was 1-25 when McCosker edged Boyce to second slip, before a string of useful partnerships followed. Several decent starts were wasted as Richards produced three run-outs while Ian Chappell was batting. Alan Turner and Greg Chappell succumbed to direct hits, with the former seeking a short single before the latter chanced a run from a misfield. Ian Chappell, who was earlier reprieved when Boyce spilled a return catch, became another run-out victim when he steered the ball to mid-wicket where Richards threw to the bowler who broke the wicket. When an in-form Walters played all around a delivery from Lloyd, Australia was in trouble at 5-170.

The next two wickets fell at 195 and 221, with Marsh bowled before Gilmour hooked a catch to Kanhai who was mobbed by spectators. Edwards lobbed an easy catch to cover, before Walker turned the ball to square leg and was run out by a direct hit from Holder as Walker momentarily left his crease. Australia’s last pair required 59 runs from 43 balls, but it was not a lost cause as Thomson struck Roberts down the ground for four before flicking the same bowler through square leg for another boundary. Lillee hit Holder for four over mid-on, before Thomson scored a two as another run-out chance arose. When Thomson dived to complete another two as the bails were dislodged, a crowd invasion occurred. Shortly after play resumed, Thomson clipped a simple catch to Fredericks at cover off a no-ball, and the fielder threw unsuccessfully to the bowler’s end as ignorant spectators again dashed onto the arena. Thomson and Lillee ran three but then stopped amid the chaos, and Lloyd was unaware of the no-ball call until he sought clarification from umpire Tom Spencer.

Finally, with Holder bowling to Thomson as Australia needed 18 runs from nine balls, a desperate swing failed to connect. Thomson left his crease as he thought of a run, and then he dived in vain as Murray underarmed the ball into the stumps to produce the fifth run-out of the innings. Security staff had their hands full as another invasion occurred, before Lloyd held aloft the main prize. He was also an obvious player of the match for his masterful batting, while it was easy to overlook that he was the most economical bowler in the match with his figures of 12-1-38-1.










	West Indies

	R

	B





	Roy Fredericks

	hit wicket b Lillee

	7

	13




	Gordon Greenidge

	c Marsh b Thomson

	13

	61




	Alvin Kallicharran

	c Marsh b Gilmour

	12

	18




	Rohan Kanhai

	b Gilmour

	55

	105




	Clive Lloyd (c)

	c Marsh b Gilmour

	102

	85




	Viv Richards

	b Gilmour

	5

	11




	Keith Boyce

	c Greg Chappell b Thomson

	34

	37




	Bernard Julien

	not out

	26

	37




	Deryck Murray (+)

	c & b Gilmour

	14

	10




	Vanburn Holder

	not out

	6

	2




	Sundries

	(lb 6, nb 11)

	17

	 




	TOTAL

	(60 overs) 8-291

	 

	 







DID NOT BAT: Andy Roberts

FALL: 12, 27, 50, 199, 206, 209, 261, 285

Lillee 12-1-55-1, Gilmour 12-2-48-5, Thomson 12-1-44-2, Walker 12-1-71-0, Greg Chappell 7-0-33-0, Walters 5-0-23-0





	Australia

	R

	B





	Alan Turner

	run out (Richards)

	40

	54




	Rick McCosker

	c Kallicharran b Boyce

	7

	24




	Ian Chappell (c)

	run out (Richards/Lloyd)

	62

	93




	Greg Chappell

	run out (Richards)

	15

	23




	Doug Walters

	b Lloyd

	35

	51




	Rod Marsh (+)

	b Boyce

	11

	24




	Ross Edwards

	c Fredericks b Boyce

	28

	37




	Gary Gilmour

	c Kanhai b Boyce

	14

	11




	Max Walker

	run out (Holder)

	7

	9




	Jeff Thomson

	run out (Murray)

	21

	21




	Dennis Lillee

	not out

	16

	19




	Sundries

	(b 2, lb 9, nb 7)

	18

	 




	TOTAL

	(58.4 overs) 274

	 

	 







FALL: 25, 81, 115, 162, 170, 195, 221, 231, 233, 274

Julien 12-0-58-0, Roberts 11-1-45-0, Boyce 12-0-50-4, Holder 11.4-1-65-0, Lloyd 12-1-38-1

UMPIRES: Dickie Bird, Tom Spencer

TOSS: Australia

PLAYER OF THE MATCH: Clive Lloyd

WEST INDIES WON BY 17 RUNS





[image: Joel Garner proudly holds the World Cup trophy aloft after his five-wicket haul in the 1979 final, sealing West Indies’ victory over England.]
Joel Garner savours World Cup glory after capturing five wickets against England in the final.


1979


King for one day; Richards on fire as Windies go back-to-back


	Australia fields understrength teams as authorities reward players who didn’t play ‘rebel’ cricket under Kerry Packer

	An associate ICC member defeats a full ICC member, as Sri Lanka accounts for India

	Geoff Boycott bags two wickets before being dismissed for a single run when England contests Australia

	England and West Indies win hard-fought semi-finals

	West Indies reign supreme again as a sluggish 129-run opening partnership involving Mike Brearley and Geoff Boycott hurts England’s run chase in the decider





Cricket had changed enormously since the 1975 World Cup due to the emergence of World Series Cricket in 1977, spearheaded by Australian media magnate Kerry Packer. The cricket world was essentially split into two, with players signed by the ‘rebel’ organisation earning a lot more money than those who remained with the traditional format. For the sake of the World Cup in particular, it was fortunate that a truce took place in May 1979; just a couple of weeks before the start of the tournament. With every team, it was a matter of conjecture as to how harmonious things were behind the scenes after World Series Cricket had created countless factions. The situation for Australia appeared unsettled as the team which toured England was well below full strength. The Australian authorities repaid the loyalty shown by the players who remained with the establishment from 1977 to 1979, which meant no Ian Chappell, Greg Chappell, Dennis Lillee, Jeff Thomson and Rod Marsh in the 1979 World Cup. Lillee was in England to do some newspaper reporting for the tournament, and he dropped into the Australian dressing room to wish the players good luck for their opening encounter with England. Rightly or wrongly, fairly or unfairly, many of the players showed no warmth towards him.

As was the case four years earlier, the 1979 World Cup was staged in England with eight teams split into two groups. All bar one of eight countries backed up from the 1975 tournament, with the exception being East Africa which was excluded in favour of Canada. With the six Test nations guaranteed a place in the World Cup, Sri Lanka and Canada joined them after defeating Denmark and Bermuda respectively in the qualifying fixtures.

The groups were different from 1975, as England was the only team in Group A on both occasions. In 1979, the host nation was grouped with Australia, Canada and Pakistan, while India, New Zealand, Sri Lanka and West Indies were in Group B. It was perhaps fitting that England and West Indies contested the final after they went through the round-robin and semi-final matches unbeaten, although West Indies had a washed out game against Sri Lanka. Pakistan and New Zealand earned second place in their respective groups before coming off second best in the semi-finals, while Sri Lanka and Australia enjoyed victory only once each. The Canadians and Indians were unable to register a win, with Canada outplayed in its three matches while India was competitive in one.

In the end, the West Indian line-up was again just too strong.

[image: Glenroy Sealy is caught at second slip by Ian Botham off the bowling of Mike Hendrick in a World Cup match against England.]
Glenroy Sealy is caught at second slip by Ian Botham off the bowling of Mike Hendrick, during Canada’s miserable total of 45 in an eight-wicket loss to England.



A HAT-TRICK OF CLASSICS: Three great contests

England v Pakistan at Headingley (Leeds), 16 June

The struggle for supremacy was evident as bowlers held sway while the scoring was very slow. Lower order partnerships played a huge part, particularly in the first innings.

After losing the toss and being sent in to bat, England captain Mike Brearley snicked the second ball of the match to diving wicketkeeper Wasim Bari. England soon plunged to 2-4 as Derek Randall was also caught behind. A slow 47-run third-wicket stand unfolded, and then a television commentator said ‘a good recovery going on here’ as Majid Khan was about to start the 22nd over. This very delivery trapped Geoff Boycott plumb lbw, ensuring Pakistan remained on top. Graham Gooch top-scored with 33 until he was well caught at backward point, and David Gower looked confident until a Majid yorker removed his off-stump. Ian Botham played some attacking shots before he slashed at Majid and lost his leg-stump, and the score tumbled to 8-118 when Chris Old offered Asif Iqbal an easy return catch. The ninth-wicket partnership produced 43 precious runs, with Bob Willis riding his luck at times in his crucial knock of 24. Nonetheless, Pakistan’s target of 166 seemed very achievable.

Sadiq Mohammad made a positive start before Pakistan inexplicably crashed from 0-27 to 6-34 in five overs, with Mike Hendrick capturing four wickets and Botham nabbing two. Pakistan’s hopes were revived as 52 runs were added for the seventh wicket, before Old had Wasim Raja lbw. Asif raised the only individual half-century of the game with his fifth boundary, but then he gloved the next ball to first slip to leave his team 8-115; only a slightly worse position than England had been in.

Imran was gritty but very slow, while Bari showed a little more urgency as a 30-run stand set up a very tense finish. Boycott broke through as Bari was streakily caught behind from an edge onto the pad. The last pair added six runs in 23 minutes, and so another 15 runs were required from 25 balls when a delivery from Boycott landed in the slot. Sikander Bakht tried to loft it over the infield but Hendrick was up for it, as he leapt to take a fine catch at mid-off to win the game. Ironically, Sikander had earlier reprieved Willis when he failed to hold an overhead catch in the same fielding position.

England 9-165 (Graham Gooch 33; Majid Khan 3-27, Sikander Bakht 3-32) beat Pakistan 151 (Asif Iqbal 51; Mike Hendrick 4-15, Geoff Boycott 2-14) by 14 runs.

Sri Lanka v India at Old Trafford (Manchester), 16–18 June

Sri Lanka’s 47-run victory over India was notable, as an associate ICC member defeated a full ICC member. The start was delayed due to rain, and Sri Lanka missed its captain Anura Tennekoon due to a hamstring injury.

Stand-in captain Bandula Warnapura was the first wicket to fall before Sunil Wettimuny and Roy Dias produced some attractive strokes during a 96-run second-wicket stand. They posted solid half-centuries before Duleep Mendis boosted the scoring as his 64 from 57 balls included one four and three sixes. Sudath Pasqual made a quick 23 not out to help set India a worthy but not daunting target of 239 on day two, which took place two days after the opening day.

India’s top-six made double figures but none could go on with the job as the top-six tallied 143 runs. The team was soundly placed at 0-60 and 2-119, before the run-out of Gundappa Viswanath was a huge turning point. Wickets began to tumble regularly, with Somachandra de Silva’s leg-spin causing a lot of damage before Tony Opatha captured the final three wickets to seal a comfortable victory for the Sri Lankans.

Sri Lanka 5-238 (Sunil Wettimuny 67, Duleep Mendis 64, Roy Dias 50; Mohinder Amarnath 3-40) beat India 191 (Dilip Vengsarkar 36, Anshuman Gaekwad 33; Somachandra de Silva 3-29, Tony Opatha 3-31) by 47 runs.

West Indies v New Zealand at Trent Bridge (Nottingham), 16 June

The contest featuring West Indies and New Zealand on a flat deck turned out to be the second-closest contest in the round-robin series. With the Kiwis missing captain Geoff Howarth for the second straight match due to a hamstring injury, stand-in skipper Mark Burgess opted to chase a target. Although Desmond Haynes and Viv Richards failed, with Richards scoring an uncharacteristic nine off 30 balls, Gordon Greenidge and Alvin Kallicharran set the platform for a decent total. Following Greenidge’s departure for 65, captain Clive Lloyd assumed responsibility and went on to make the top score. There were a couple of hiccups as the West Indians stuttered to 7-204, before Joel Garner made an unbeaten nine during an unbroken eighth wicket stand of 40.

New Zealand’s openers departed before the total reached 40, and then Jeremy Coney and Glenn Turner hinted at a revival until they fell in quick succession as the Kiwis went from 2-90 to 4-91. Richard Hadlee scored a lively 42 at number eight, but all five West Indian bowlers conceded fewer than 3.8 runs per over as the Kiwis never looked like reaching the target.

West Indies 7-244 (Clive Lloyd 73 not out, Gordon Greenidge 65, Alvin Kallicharran 39; Jeremy Coney 2-40, Lance Cairns 2-48) beat New Zealand 9-212 (Richard Hadlee 42, Jeremy Coney 36; Andy Roberts 3-43, Joel Garner 2-45) by 32 runs.





SIX OF THE BEST: Individual performances 

(excluding the finals)

Gordon Greenidge 106 not out off 173 balls: West Indies v India at Edgbaston (Birmingham), 9 June

On the first day of the tournament, India’s total of 190 never looked sufficient when West Indian openers Gordon Greenidge and Desmond Haynes began the run chase. Greenidge made the first century of the tournament to set up a nine-wicket victory with 8.3 overs to spare. Greenidge hit nine fours and a six in his undefeated 106, with the six coming as he swung a Mohinder Amarnath delivery over square leg.

Greenidge was on 81 when Haynes was dismissed for 47, with West Indies just 53 runs shy of the target. As soon as Greenidge turned a delivery behind square to go from 99 to 101, play was held up due to a crowd invasion. Greenidge appeared the worse for wear from the buffeting, as the damage was done despite the intervention of security guards. Greenidge hit the winning boundary soon afterwards, then promptly grabbed two stumps and sprinted off the field to avoid being swamped as the crowd again swarmed the arena.

Chris Old 10-5-8-4: England v Canada at Old Trafford (Manchester), 13–14 June

It was highly unusual for Chris Old to be England’s fourth change bowler, particularly after Boycott delivered one tidy over as the third change bowler. Old nonetheless conceded just eight runs in his 10 overs while taking four wickets in damp conditions in this contest with Canada.

The Canadians had their highest partnership of the innings, 12, when Old won an lbw appeal against Tariq Javed to make the score 3-25. Old’s other three victims were bowled as Canada tumbled to 7-41, before succumbing for a miserable 45. For the record, England went on to win by eight wickets.

Bob Willis 10.3-3-11-4: England v Canada at Old Trafford (Manchester), 13–14 June 

While Chris Old won player of the match honours for his 4-8 against Canada, opening bowler Bob Willis’s figures were almost as good as Old’s. Like Old, Willis did not require any support from a teammate for his wickets. Willis’s first victim was Canada’s captain and wicketkeeper Bryan Mauricette, who was bowled to leave Canada 6-38. Willis’s second victim was Franklyn Dennis, who scored a defiant 21 in nearly two hours at number three before losing his balance and falling on his wicket as he encountered a short ball. This made the score 8-41, and soon the Canadians were all out for 45 in 40.3 overs after Robert Callender and Jitendra Patel were bowled by Willis.

Majid Khan 61 off 100 balls and 12-0-53- 3: Pakistan v Australia at Trent Bridge (Nottingham), 13–14 June 

With Pakistan trouncing Australia by 89 runs, Pakistani captain Asif Iqbal was named player of the match after scoring 61 off 57 balls at number six and then returning tidy figures of 12-0-36-0 as an opening bowler. Majid Khan could have considered himself unlucky not to receive the individual prize, having made the same score off 100 balls as an opener before returning figures of 12-0-53-3 as the other opening bowler. Asif and Majid hit seven fours each, while Majid also hit a six.

Majid was into stride with a pull for four off Graeme Porter, before a copybook cut shot off Geoff Dymock also found the boundary. Majid played the late cut to good effect against change bowlers Gary Cosier and Allan Border, before swatting a full-toss from Border to the mid-wicket boundary. When Majid lofted Border over the long-on boundary to reach his half-century, a small crowd invasion took place. Majid and his opening partner Sadiq were dismissed with the total on 99, before Asif’s innings helped set up the total of 7-286.

Australia progressed from 3-46 to 3-117 before Majid bowled the left-handed Graham Yallop to ensure Pakistan maintained the upper hand. When Majid held a catch off his own bowling to dismiss Cosier for a first-ball duck, the score was 6-137. Majid’s final wicket came when his opening batting partner held a catch to account for Porter, making the score 8-175.

[image: Graham Gooch, in action, playing a shot during a match, with the ball in mid-air.]
Graham Gooch earned player-of-the-match honours in England’s victories against Australia and New Zealand.


Alan Hurst 10-3-21-5: Australia v Canada at Edgbaston (Birmingham), 16 June

Canada’s innings against Australia began spectacularly as two dot balls were followed by four successive boundaries to 39-year-old Glenroy Sealy in the first over. The bowler, Rodney Hogg, was soon replaced after his two overs cost 26 runs. The other opening bowler, Alan Hurst, was a different matter as he delivered five times as many overs, took five more wickets and conceded five fewer runs.

Hurst had two lbw appeals upheld before he bowled Charles Baksh as the score went from 1-50 to 4-51. As the Canadians later slumped from 5-97 to 105 all out, Callender was caught behind off Hurst who then claimed his fifth wicket when Cornelius Henry was caught by Australian captain Kim Hughes. Nobody reached 30 with the bat in this match while every bowler conceded fewer than 30 runs, with Australia winning by seven wickets.

Mike Hendrick 12-6-15-4: England v Pakistan at Headingley (Leeds), 16 June

With England needing to bowl well to have any chance of defending a seemingly sub-standard total of 9-165 against Pakistan, Mike Hendrick produced one of the best spells of the tournament. In addition to snaring four wickets, he delivered six maidens in his dozen overs.

It appeared that luck might not be on Hendrick’s side as wicketkeeper Bob Taylor dropped a regulation catch off his bowling to reprieve Majid. Incidentally, it didn’t take long to compensate, as Hendrick captured 4-3 in eight deliveries to break the back of the innings. Majid was caught at second slip, and then Mudassar Nazar was lbw before the left-handed Sadiq played the ball onto his stumps. Haroon Rasheed was Hendrick’s final victim when he snicked a catch to first slip, and Pakistan had sunk to 6-34 after Botham also chipped in with a couple of wickets. Hendrick also featured in the final wicket as he held a fine catch to secure a nervous 14-run triumph.




HEADLINE MOMENT

More wickets than runs for Geoff Boycott against Australia

Known as a stonewalling opening batter who could be very difficult to dislodge, Geoff Boycott seldom bowled but there were occasions that his right-arm medium-pacers came in handy. One such occasion was on the first day of the 1979 World Cup. He came on as the fourth change bowler and returned excellent figures of 6-0-15-2. Of England’s six bowlers, he was the only one to capture more than one wicket!

 Australia was solidly placed at 1-97 until Boycott broke through as Andrew Hilditch dragged the ball onto his wicket. Boycott also claimed the next wicket as Australian skipper Kim Hughes was superbly caught by Hendrick at mid-wicket. Four run-outs subsequently cruelled the innings, and Australia finished with a disappointing 9-159 from its 60 overs. The run chase began disastrously as Boycott was lbw for a single, before Randall also departed for one run. England eventually won by the comfortable margin of six wickets, with numerous scribes noting the oddity of Boycott accumulating more wickets than runs.





FIRST SEMI-FINAL

England v New Zealand at Old Trafford (Manchester), 20 June

The England versus New Zealand semi-final was a contender for game of the tournament, with only nine runs separating the two teams. Sent in, England struggled to 2-38 but Brearley played a captain’s knock at the top of the order, while Gooch showed more urgency. Gooch slammed a straight six off Brian McKechnie, and then played a fine back foot drive for four. England reached 2-96 before falling to 4-98 with the dismissals of Brearley and Gower, who was run out as he sought a risky second run. Gooch passed 50 with successive boundaries, and shared a useful 47-run stand with Botham before the latter departed. Gooch reached 71 before perishing to a yorker which he tried to crunch through the off side, and then the second-ball dismissal of Old made the score a shaky 7-178. Randall found form at a crucial time following a string of failures, and he hammered a six during a vital 41-run stand which helped set a target of 222.

Four lbw verdicts and two run-outs hindered New Zealand’s progress after the openers put on 47 runs. The score was 3-104 when Jeremy Coney became the third lbw victim, before another huge turning point came just eight runs later. On 69 and seeking a second run, John Wright was run out after Turner sent him back.

The Kiwis had a stroke of good fortune as Gooch spilled a catch, but the respite was short-lived as Burgess was foolishly run out while pursuing a single that was never on. Willis suffered a critical knee injury, but in his final over he had Turner lbw to make the score 6-162. The twists and turns continued as Warren Lees was caught by Boycott at long-on, only for the fielder to step over the boundary and concede six runs. The pendulum swung back England’s way as Richard Hadlee was bowled with the total on 180. Lance Cairns hammered a six but then belted a catch to mid-wicket, and another 13 runs were added before Lees succumbed to a yorker. The last pair of McKechnie and Gary Troup could scrape together only four runs from the final over when 14 were needed, with Botham bowling.

England 8-221 (Graham Gooch 71, Mike Brearley 53; Brian McKechnie 2-46) beat New Zealand 9-212 (John Wright 69; Mike Hendrick 3-55) by nine runs.




SECOND SEMI-FINAL

West Indies v Pakistan at The Oval (London), 20 June 

Although not as close as the other semi-final, the West Indies versus Pakistan semi-final was another magnificent contest. Greenidge and Haynes set the tone for a game featuring nearly 550 runs as they put on 132 for the first wicket. Haynes had a crucial reprieve with his score on 32 when Imran dropped what television commentator Richie Benaud described as ‘as close to a sitter as you can have’. Greenidge’s innings included a vicious hook for six off Sarfraz Nawaz, before being smartly caught behind off Asif Iqbal. The second wicket fell at 165 as Asif held a low return catch to account for Haynes, and later he dismissed Lloyd and Richards in one over as they tried to force the pace when well set. From 4-236, West Indies progressed towards 300 thanks largely to Collis King’s 34 from 25 balls. Despite not taking a wicket, Majid had fine figures as his 12 overs cost just 26 runs.

Pakistan lost an early wicket before Zaheer Abbas combined with Majid for a 166-run second-wicket stand. There were some superb strokes but the partnership was by no means unblemished, with Majid dropped in the slips early on before a few edged shots went to the boundary. Zaheer was seven runs shy of a ton when he succumbed softly, as he glanced a catch down the legside. Soon the score changed from 2-187 to 4-187 with successive balls, with Majid hitting an easy catch to cover before Javed Miandad was lbw for a golden duck. A catch was badly missed at deep mid-on to reprieve Asif, but another chance was taken in the same position soon afterwards. Haroon was sent packing as he chanced a risky second run, and then Mudassar clipped a legside catch. Imran hit a four but then he was superbly caught-and-bowled by Richards, and Pakistan was all but gone at 8-228. Sarfraz and Bari resisted temporarily before succumbing to Andy Roberts, with the last wicket falling with 22 balls remaining as the batting team was 44 runs shy of the target.

West Indies 6-293 (Gordon Greenidge 73, Desmond Haynes 65; Asif Iqbal 4-56) beat Pakistan 250 (Zaheer Abbas 93, Majid Khan 81; Colin Croft 3-29, Viv Richards 3-52) by 43 runs.




FINAL

West Indies v England at Lord’s (London), 23 June

England was counting the cost before a ball was even bowled as Willis withdrew due to the knee injury he sustained in the semi-final. Interestingly, England’s selectors replaced the right-arm fast bowler with left-arm orthodox spinner Phil Edmonds. West Indies fielded the same team as in the semi-final and had Lloyd, Greenidge, Kallicharran, Richards, Murray and Roberts backing up from the 1975 decider.

[image: West Indian captain Clive Lloyd holds the World Cup trophy on the Lord’s balcony, surrounded by teammates after winning the final.]
Surrounded by teammates, West Indian captain Clive Lloyd holds aloft the World Cup trophy on the Lord’s balcony at the conclusion of the final.


After Brearley invited the West Indians to bat, Greenidge struggled before he was run out by a direct hit from Randall. The score was 3-55 following the departures of Haynes and Kallicharran but a turning point came when Richards, on 22, survived a confident lbw appeal against Hendrick. Having begun a little scratchily, Richards became ominous as he pulled a short ball from Boycott for six and then clipped a full-toss for four.

West Indies was 4-99 as Old took a fine return catch to dismiss Lloyd, but then a bit of luck eluded England in the lead-up to lunch. Richards passed 50 as an edge flew just wide of first slip, and King top-edged a hook shot which soared over the cordon for four. The score was 4-125 at the 34-over mark when lunch was taken, before King outscored Richards during an onslaught as the former recorded his only ODI half-century. England paid dearly for playing only four specialist bowlers as part-timers Boycott, Gooch and Wayne Larkins were expensive while filling the void. King creamed two half-trackers into the crowd during a Larkins over which cost 16 runs, before a Boycott over cost 15 runs. When King holed out to deep square leg in the 51st over to leave West Indies 5-238, he had blasted 10 fours and three sixes in his 86 from 66 balls. Richards raised his ton in the next over as he glided a full-toss to the mid-wicket boundary, and then took charge as wickets fell around him.


‘In a parallel universe, Hendrick dismissed Richards for 22 and is the hero of England’s first World Cup victory.’

—2019 Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack



Following the departure of Deryck Murray for five, the next three batters were dismissed without scoring. An unfazed Richards slammed 14 runs off Hendrick in the final over, including a four from a bullet-like straight drive which luckily eluded the bowler and umpire. The highlight was the last ball as Richards stepped to the off side and flicked a low full-toss over square leg in a highly unorthodox fashion for his third six. Having also hit 11 powerful fours, Richards finished on 138 from 157 balls as West Indies tallied 9-286. Curiously, England’s bowlers did not deliver a single wide or no-ball.

England’s openers made a steady but slow start, with Brearley surviving a couple of chances as he and Boycott put on 79 runs in 25 overs before the tea break. The West Indians had been 3-84 at the same stage before reaching 100 in the 30th over for the loss of four wickets, whereas England reached triple figures in the 32nd over with the openers still batting. Lloyd dropped his second catch, with Boycott the beneficiary this time, but there was no indication it would prove costly. Although England’s openers tallied 10 fours between them, they could not boost the run rate to sufficient proportions. The partnership ended at 129 when Brearley hooked a catch to deep square leg in the 38th over, and Boycott departed in the 40th over when he spooned an easy catch to mid-wicket.

With 151 runs needed in the final 20 overs, England virtually needed a partnership to match that of Richards and King. Gooch unleashed a flurry of strokes while Randall supported him during a lively 48-run stand, which left England needing 104 runs from 80 balls. Incredibly, the match was over just 26 balls later as the hosts lost 8-11, with Croft starting and finishing the rout while Garner took 5-4 in 11 balls. Randall was bowled as he swished at Croft before Garner bowled Gooch, Gower and Larkins in quick succession, with Gower out for a fourth-ball duck before Larkins was out first ball. Gooch and Larkins were no match for Garner’s lethal yorker, whereas the left-handed Gower tried to crack the ball through the off side.

Botham tried to belt Croft for six and was superbly caught by Richards in the deep, and Garner was again on a hat-trick as he bowled Old and then had Bob Taylor edging behind. Hendrick was the sixth England player to hear the ‘death rattle’ and, astonishingly, five England batters including the last three had failed to score, after the last four West Indian batters also scored nothing. The 92-run margin was highly misleading, given how hard fought the game was until England’s batting collapse. Intriguingly, the century partnership in the West Indian innings was ultimately match-winning while England’s century partnership virtually enhanced West Indies’ chances due to how many overs it used up. England also rued Willis’s absence, and the non-selection of a designated fifth bowler. As usual, a bit of luck also played a part. This was especially the case for Hendrick, who held a catch and had figures of 12-2-50-2 before souveniring a stump when he was last out. In the 2019 Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack, Rob Smyth reported: ‘In a parallel universe, Hendrick dismissed Richards for 22 and is the hero of England’s first World Cup victory.’ Had that been the case, Richards’ astonishing last-ball six would have been one of many things not to occur.

In the end, Richards and King reigned supreme with the bat before Roberts, Holding, Croft and Garner played their part with the ball. Richards and King also bowled tidily, with Richards having figures of 10-0-35-0 while King had 3-0-13-0. They also held a catch each.
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