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Introduction

AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE CIVIL WAR in April 1861, clothing and equipping the vast numbers of soldiers that swelled the ranks of both Union and Confederate armies presented tremendous logistical problems. The United States Quartermaster Department was capable of supplying only the small Regular Army of approximately sixteen thousand men, and it consisted of an authorized staff of thirty-seven officers, including Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs and seven military storekeepers. The United States Clothing and Equipage Depot at the Schuylkill Arsenal on Gray’s Ferry Road in Philadelphia had been the chief depository of clothing and equipage since 1800.


With the onset of war, the Schuylkill Arsenal was under the direction of the elderly Colonel Charles Thomas as assistant quartermaster general. As demands on the establishment increased, he was superseded by Deputy Quartermaster General George H. Crossman, although Thomas was kept in place as an assistant.


Purchased under contract from manufacturers, cloth was received, cut according to pattern by government cutters and trimmers, and distributed to tailors and seamstresses who returned hand-finished garments to the Arsenal for inspection and approval. Although the first sewing machine specially designed for domestic use, commonly known as “the Turtle Back,” was produced by Isaac Singer beginning in 1856, it was not generally used in the production of uniforms during the Civil War. Handsewn garments were considered to be more durable, although machines were used for sewing those articles, such as caps and chevrons, that would not be exposed to as much hard wear.1


The Schuylkill Arsenal was unable to supply the 75,000 militiamen called into three-months service on April 15, 1861. As a result, it was recommended that the militia provide its own clothing, the cost of which was not to exceed that of Regular Army clothing and was to be paid for with funds appropriated by Congress. Meanwhile, the Quartermaster Department had to clothe three-year volunteers under the proclamation of May 3, 1861, plus a Regular Army increasing in size, which reached approximately 21,700 by 1865. The facility was quickly expanded as thousands more outworkers were employed, and new clothing depots were established in New York, Cincinnati, and Saint Louis; in addition, so-called government halls or branch depots were established in Quincy, Illinois, and Steubenville, Ohio.2


Realizing he could not depend solely upon production in Quartermaster Department facilities that he did not wish to expand further, Meigs decided to rely more heavily on the contract system, and he supplied cloth to the large clothing houses; this cloth could then be made up into complete garments and returned to the Department.


However, much of the cloth procured by the Quartermaster Department early in the war was of inferior quality. Too often contractors, such as Brooks Brothers of New York City, increased profits by skimping on the material, producing low-grade yarn by tearing to shreds refuse woolen rags and mixing this yarn with a lesser quantity of new wool. Known as “shoddy,” uniforms made of this material rapidly deteriorated in the field and were subsequently replaced by better-quality uniforms. Also, with a shortage of dark-blue Army-standard goods, cloth of various colors was purchased by the Quartermaster Department during the first few months of the war. This resulted in numerous volunteer regiments in the Union Army wearing gray, green, or black. Several eastern and western states, such as New York and Wisconsin, clothed their early war regiments in gray out of choice, regarding it as the militia color. This led to serious confusion and incidents of “friendly fire” on battlefields, such as Big Bethel and Bull Run in 1861. The popularity of the Garibaldi, or fireman’s, red shirt and of the red fez and full pantaloons of the Zouave, which were in use throughout the war, also made the soldier an easier target for the enemy.


It was not until August 1861 that the Union Army took the first steps to standardize as much as possible blue as the color of uniform for its troops. On the 21st of that month, Major General George B. McClellan, commanding the Military Division of the Potomac, issued orders forbidding the purchase of gray uniforms, which he called “the rebels’ color.”3 Four days later, McClellan wrote to Secretary of War Simon Cameron, suggesting that no more Union troops be uniformed in gray.4 As a result, on September 23, 1861, Acting Assistant Secretary of War Thomas A. Scott issued the following War Department Circular to State Governors: “The Department respectfully requests that no troops hereafter furnished by your State for the service of the Government be uniformed in gray, that being the color generally worn by the enemy. The blue uniform adopted for the Army of the United States is recommended as readily distinguishable from that of the enemy.”5


By the second year of the war, most Union troops were adequately clothed and equipped, and the Quartermaster Department had next to concentrate on accumulating a reserve and maintaining the supply to clothing depots. By mid-1862, 6 months’ supply of clothing was on hand throughout the system, and about 3,200,000 yards of cloth were in storage at the Schuylkill Arsenal.6 However, when, on July 2, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln called for 300,000 volunteers for three years’ service, then in August called for 300,000 militia for nine months, the demand was too great for the Department. By agreement with the individual states, Meigs sent cloth and trimmings for coats and trousers either to the US quartermaster stationed within each state or, if such were not available, to the governor of the state.


To replace depleted stocks, Meigs ordered the publication of advertisements inviting proposals for cloth, headgear, and every type of equipment in Philadelphia, New York, and Cincinnati, and he directed Colonel Crossman to accumulate at the Schuykill Arsenal a surplus stock sufficient to clothe and equip 100,000 men. By 1863, with reserve stocks accumulated, the supply of clothing was well in hand, and, by the end of 1864, Meigs could report that “the supply was ample, the quality is excellent, and the complaints few.”7


Uniform supply to the Confederate army faced its own challenges. The Confederate Quartermaster Department was established on February 26, 1861, with Colonel Abraham C. Myers as quartermaster general and Captain John M. Galt as assistant quartermaster general. Concentrating their efforts on clothing the small regular Confederate army of 10,600 men, the needs of the six-month volunteers and of the 100,000 twelve-month state volunteers, who were called out on March 6, 1861, presented an overwhelming task.8 Meanwhile, in each of the eleven states that seceded from the Union and formed the Confederacy in 1861, floods of volunteers donned pre-war militia dress or had new uniforms made by local tailors or by their own womenfolk, based on patterns provided. The cut and color of this early war garb varied greatly. As with the Union Army, confusion reigned on the battlefield as friend mistook foe, often with fatal consequences.


A Clothing Bureau was established on Pearl Street in Richmond, Virginia, on September 6, 1861, to manufacture uniform clothing for Confederate troops. This bureau operated a system similar to that of its northern counterpart; cloth was cut and trimmed according to pattern and was distributed to tailors and seamstresses who returned hand-finished garments for inspection and approval. Other clothing bureaus were set up at places including Nashville, Tennessee; Athens, Atlanta, and Columbus, Georgia; Montgomery, Tuscaloosa, and Marion, Alabama; Jackson and Enterprise, Mississippi; and Shreveport, Louisiana. Not all of these manufactories operated throughout the war, and by 1863 the major centers were Richmond, Athens, Atlanta, and Columbus.9


Although uniform suits including coats rather than jackets were being issued from some of these establishments before the end of 1861, the number made was not nearly enough to supply the whole army. With the central government making too little available and providing it too slowly, some states produced their own distinctive pattern of uniform, generally funded by the commutation system approved by the Confederate Congress on March 6, 1861, which provided that each enlisted man should receive $21 every six months for clothing.10


With the approach of the winter of 1861–1862, the first appeal for winter clothing for troops was issued in the Southern press.11 With the aid of countless volunteer and aid societies, composed mainly of wives, daughters, and sweethearts of those defending the Confederacy, many soldiers received a new homemade “uniform suit” of gray plus a blanket, which enabled recipients to survive the rigors of the first winter of war. By October 8, 1862, the Clothing Bureau system was finally considered capable of providing for Confederate troops, and the Commutation System was officially ended. It took some time for the Clothing Bureau system to be fully implemented, but it was in general use in the main armies by 1863.


Meanwhile, clothing shortages again occurred following the campaigns of 1862, and the Quartermaster Department became embarrassed and assailed with criticism. Soldiers wrote home for clothes, and a second appeal for warm winter clothing was issued. Individual states—with the exception of North Carolina and Georgia—again responded. North Carolina and Georgia shut out speculators and Quartermaster agents and declared that they would uniform their own men first and that the Confederate government could have what was left. In Georgia, this led to “[a]n Act to appropriate money to procure and furnish clothing, shoes, caps or hats, and blankets for the soldiers” and the establishment of a state clothing bureau in Augusta under the supervision of Captain George W. Evans.12


By mid-1863, the Clothing Bureau system was generally capable of meeting the demands of the sprawling Confederate armies, although, with increasing disruption of supply lines, it was difficult for some troops to receive readily available uniforms. From June 1863, an increasing amount of imported uniform clothing, weapons, and equipment slipped through the Union naval blockade from Britain and Europe via Bermuda and the Bahamas, into Wilmington, North Carolina, and, to a lesser extent, into Charleston, South Carolina. By January 1865, when Fort Fisher fell, North Carolina is believed to have imported, at an approximate total, wool cloth sufficient for 250,000 suits of uniforms, and 12,000 overcoats; 50,000 blankets; and leather and shoes for 250,000 pairs.13 Much of the cloth imported is believed to have been a dark bluish-gray shade and of the type worn by the British Army, which was quite distinct from the drab grays and browns of the Confederate-made jeans cloth of the period. This is sometimes referred to as “English blue,” after “English blue denim,” which ran though the blockade into Charleston as early as November 1862.14


By the end of the year, some Confederate troops were described as being better dressed than their counterparts in the Union Army. During 1864, both the armies of Northern Virginia and Tennessee were in plentiful receipt of Quartermaster-issued uniforms of a similar pattern, if not of the same color and kind of cloth. According to quartermaster reports, Confederate troops defending Petersburg remained well clothed during the last winter of the war. When it was all over and the army under General Joseph E. Johnston surrendered at Bennitt’s House, near Durham Station, on April 26, 1865, North Carolina had on hand a five-month supply, which could have clothed and equipped 60,000 men for many months.15
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EARLY WAR MILITIA AND VOLUNTEERS


8th Company, 7th New York State Militia, 1861

WHEN PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN CALLED FOR VOLUNTEERS to defend the Union on April 15, 1861, the elite 7th New York State Militia, or National Guard, commanded by Colonel Marshall Lefferts, was among the first to respond, being mustered in the service of the United States for thirty days. On April 19, the regiment left New York en route to Washington, D.C. As secessionists in Baltimore, Maryland, were hostile to the passage southward of Union troops and had attacked the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, the 7th regiment was ordered to take a more circuitous route to the Capitol.

Colonel Lefferts chartered the steamer Boston and sailed his men southward around Cape Charles, continuing up the Chesapeake Bay to Annapolis, Maryland. With the assistance of the 8th Massachusetts, they repaired twenty-five miles of railroad extending to Annapolis Junction, which had been destroyed by secessionists, and reached a stretch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad still under Union control, finally arriving at the beleaguered Capitol weary and exhausted on April 25, 1861.1 According to one news report, “The march of the 7th was a hard one—100 men fell from sun stroke; the heavy knapsacks, weighing 80 pounds, were all thrown away.”2

On arrival in Washington, members of the 7th New York marched up Pennsylvania Avenue to the White House and then initially took up residence in the Hall of the House of Representatives, taking their meals at the National Hotel. Subsequently establishing Camp Cameron, in honor of Secretary of War Simon Cameron, on Georgetown Heights, they were photographed profusely by Matthew Brady and his assistants.

Wearing the regimental fatigue uniform of cadet gray with black facings and trim, this private of the Eighth Company, commanded by Captain Henry C. Shumway, is distinguished by his belt plate bearing the letters “NG” above “EIGHTH.” He is fully equipped for field service, with white buff leather belts supporting a cap pouch and a black leather cartridge box with a brass script monogram “NG” on its outer flap. His rigid militia knapsack is painted with the white regimental number “7” and has a red blanket roll and mess tin attached. He is armed with a Model 1855 rifle musket with a Maynard tape primer and has a privately purchased holstered revolver attached to his waist belt.

Returning to New York City at the end of its thirty days’ service, the 7th New York was mustered out on June 3, 1861. A regimental history recorded, “With the streaming flags and bunting and inscriptions of welcome, the streets thronged with men heartily cheering, every building bright with women waving handkerchiefs, the booming of cannon, and the merry peal of the bells of Trinity…the Seventh knew that it had not lost its old place in the love and respect of the Empire City.”3




Charleston Zouave Cadets

INSPIRED BY THE DRILL TOUR OF ELMER E. ELLSWORTH’S United States Zouave Cadets during the summer of 1860, the Charleston Zouave Cadets were organized during August of that year with Charles E. Chichester in command. Although a full-dress uniform similar to that of the “Chasseurs D’Vincennes,” of the French Army, was at first considered, the Zouave Cadets eventually decided on both full-dress and undress uniforms of gray cloth made by military tailor and company member Thomas Whiley, whose premises were at 154 East Bay in Charleston.1 The unit paraded for the first time in their “neat undress grey suit, with white cross-belts” on October 23, 1860.2 A “full dress Zouave uniform,” which was actually of chasseur pattern, was adopted during a meeting at their armory on November 23. Referred to as their “winter uniform,” it was worn for the first time with black caps on December 18, 1860.3

The Zouave Cadets entered state service on New Year’s Day, 1861, and were posted on Morris Island in Charleston Harbor when the steamer Star of the West attempted unsuccessfully to reinforce the beleaguered Federal garrison in Fort Sumter. After a spell of leave in Charleston they were ordered to relocate to Sullivan’s Island during the bombardment of Fort Sumter on April 12th and 13th, 1861. Following Lincoln’s proclamation calling on the state militia to suppress the rebellion, many of the Zouave Cadets volunteered for one year’s war service as the South Carolina Zouave Volunteers. However, their ranks were soon replenished, and a virtually all-new company was formed. On September 12, 1861, the unit was ordered out to guard Federal prisoners who had been captured at First Manassas and who were quartered in the casemates at Castle Pinckney in Charleston Harbor, and they remained there until the end of 1861 even though their prisoners had been returned to Virginia for exchange.

Presenting arms with his Model 1842 musket at Castle Pinckney during September 1861, the Zouave Cadet wears the undress uniform worn by his company throughout its period of active service. His round jacket and straight-legged trousers are trimmed with red facings. His red cap, with a blue band and a Palmetto device pinned to its top, is of the pattern adopted by the company in 1860. His shoulder and waist belts are of white buff leather.

The officer’s dress conforms to that prescribed by the company in 1860 and consists of a dark-blue, nine-button uniform coat with red collar and cuffs edged with gold braid. Rank is indicated by Federal-style shoulder straps with red ground. A crimson net waist sash is tied under his white sword belt. Matching trousers are trimmed with broad red seam stripes edged with gold trim. Of the same pattern as those worn by the enlisted men, his cap is embellished with gold lace.
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6th Massachusetts Volunteer Militia

NUMBERING 624 OFFICERS AND MEN COMMANDED BY Colonel Edward F. Jones, the 6th Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (MVM) was one of the first units to rush to the defense of the nation’s capital in 1861. As it passed along Pratt Street to Camden Station in Baltimore, Maryland, on April 19, a detachment of the regiment consisting of companies C, I, L, and D, under Captain Albert S. Follansbee, was attacked by a pro-Southern mob. Four enlisted men were killed and thirty-six wounded.1

Being pelted with rocks and brickbats in Baltimore, this volunteer wears an example of the overcoat of medium–iron-gray beaver cloth worn by the 6th MVM. Based on a pattern obtained after consultation with the US Army Quartermaster Department, it was made by order of the Quartermaster General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts during February 1861, in anticipation of “the inevitable conflict.” At the insistence of Brigadier General Benjamin F. Butler, Governor John Andrews provided the whole regiment with these overcoats in order to achieve a greater appearance of uniformity, as each of its companies wore different uniforms.

The Pattern 1851 dress cap worn has an enlisted man’s brass eagle plate attached, above which is a round yellow pompon. A Pattern 1858 infantry looped horn insignia is secured to the cap’s pointed band. Worn under his overcoat is a dark-blue uniform coat of Pattern 1851 with sky-blue trim. He wears trousers, which were described by the Evening Star, on arrival at Washington, as “black pants, with red…stripes down the sides.”2

The 6th MVM was armed with Model 1855 rifle muskets, two thousand of which had been issued to the state by the General Government in 1858.3 Accoutrements include a waist belt of bridle leather with brass US oval Pattern 1839 plate. On this belt is a frog carrying a bayonet in scabbard and a percussion cap pouch, the latter being necessary when tape was unavailable for the Maynard primer system on his musket. Attached to a white buff leather shoulder belt with shield-shaped breast plate is a Pattern 1857 cartridge box carrying forty rounds of .58-caliber Minié balls. Also carried is a waterproof haversack with a tin cup secured through its leather strap and a Pattern 1858 canteen with a cloth cover. His militia box knapsack has a red blanket roll strapped to its top.

Enlisting for a ninety-day term of service, which lasted from April 16 to August 2, 1861, the 6th MVM returned to Baltimore after duty at the Federal capital to guard locations within the city as well as the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad station at Elkridge, Maryland.




Stanly Marksmen, Company H, 14th North Carolina Infantry

DEFENDING THE RIGHTS OF THEIR STATE AND THE SOUTH, the people of Albemarle, in Stanly County, North Carolina, raised a volunteer company of 104 men fifteen days before the “Old North State” seceded from the Union and joined the Confederacy on May 20, 1861. While the recruits trained and drilled outside the courthouse, the community set about clothing and equipping the Stanly Marksmen. The womenfolk turned the courthouse and other buildings into workshops where uniforms were cut out, and local tailors John Williams and Tommy Haskell worked night and day sewing them.

The outfit chosen for the Stanly Marks-men was described in the local press as being “different from the uniform of the United States, or the State of North Carolina,” consisting of “a grey, thigh-length frock coat, with high collar, a chest full of red braid, and light grey trousers.”1 Providing further detail, the minute book of the organizing committee recorded that gray cloth was procured for uniforms, with a darker gray for the coats and a lighter gray for the trousers. A red grosgrain ribbon was used for the fac ings. Local merchant James D. Hearne was charged with acquiring hats and shoes for the company. An early war image of Private DeMarcus Palmer confirms that the Stanly Marksmen received a six-button uniform coat with a plain standing collar, plain cuffs with three small decorative buttons, and six broad red bars across the chest.2

Commanded by Captain Richard Anderson, the Stanly Marksmen enlisted for twelve months at Garysburg, North Carolina, as Company H, 4th North Carolina Infantry. On November 14, 1861, the state legislature passed an act raising ten regiments of State troops, which were numbered from one to ten, and the 4th Regiment was redesignated as the 14th North Carolina Volunteers.

After the arrival of his regiment at Camp Bragg, near Suffolk, Virginia, this private of the Stanly Marksmen takes a rest with his Model 1842 musket, metal drum canteen, knapsack, and equipment by his side. Placed in the Department of Norfolk, his regiment was later assigned to the Army of Northern Virginia, and ended the war at Appomattox Court House, surrendering seven officers and 107 men.
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1st Rhode Island Detached Militia, 1861

THE 1ST RHODE ISLAND DETACHED MILITIA WAS organized for three months’ service on April 15, 1861, and left the state for Washington five days later. Attached to the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, of General Irwin McDowell’s Army of Northeastern Virginia, it saw action at First Bull Run on July 21, where it sustained thirteen killed, thirty-nine wounded, and thirty captured or missing, totaling eighty-two casualties. The regiment returned home on July 25 and mustered out on August 2, 1861.

The ten companies that formed the 1st Rhode Island were drawn from existing volunteer, or active, militia within the state. This included the First Light Infantry, Woonsocket Guards, Mechanic Rifles, and Newport Artillery. Prior to the Civil War, these units wore distinctive dress and fatigue uniforms. When mustered into the regiment, they received a service dress uniform that was more suitable for campaigning purposes. Suggested by their commander Colonel (later Major General) Ambrose Burnside, their blouse or overshirt was supplied in haste from cloth that was likely produced by the Boston firm of Macullar, Williams & Parker. Rushed to the clothing store of Henry A. Prescott in Providence, the local ladies were advised, “The work must be done by to-night.”1

According to a news report published four days later, work on blouses to be worn by the first detachment of the regiment was undertaken by the ladies of the local congregations. Writing on April 19, one of those involved commented in a letter to her children in Albany, New York, “To describe the scenes of yesterday is impossible. Indeed we have no time for words, nor even for thought—only for action. We, the ladies of Providence, made a thousand blue flannel tunics for the Infantry yesterday.”2 The blouses produced had a fold-down collar and a placket front that was closed by small brass state buttons. Cuffs and a breast pocket were closed by a single button of the same type. Trousers were plain gray. On campaign in Virginia, this regiment wore white linen Havelock covers over their blue chasseur-pattern forage caps. Instead of receiving overcoats, the 1st Rhode Island was issued with scarlet blankets that were carried diagonally on the soldier’s back and suspended from a leather strap. By order of Colonel Burnside, these were slit at the center so they could be worn as a poncho or cloak.

This private is armed with a US Model 1855 rifle musket with a Maynard tape primer. He has a holstered revolver attached to his waist belt, and out of view is a socket bayonet in its scabbard. Belt plates were of militia pattern of plain brass with clipped corners. Accoutrements consist of a Pattern 1858 oblate spheroid canteen and a white canvas haversack.




Flat River Guards, Company B, 6th North Carolina State Troops Infantry

ORGANIZED AT FLAT RIVER IN NORTHEASTERN ORANGE COUNTY, North Carolina, on February 4, 1860, with Mexican War veteran Robert F. Webb in command, the Flat River Guards were accepted into state service in Hillsborough, North Carolina, on May 1, 1861.1 On April 23, 1861, the company was ordered to go to Raleigh by Brigadier General John F. Hoke, adjutant general of North Carolina, where they were mustered in “for the war” as Company B, 6th North Carolina State Troops, commanded by Colonel Charles Fisher.2 Sent to Virginia, the 6th North Carolina was assigned to the brigade led by Brigadier General Barnard E. Bee, and it received its baptism of fire at First Manassas where it charged Rickett’s and Griffin’s Federal batteries on Henry House Hill, sustaining heavy losses, including the loss of its colonel.

The uniform worn by the Flat River Guards at First Manassas was likely that originally acquired by the company during June 1860.3 Made from “North Carolina gray cassimere,” it consisted of a triple-breasted jacket with black trim on collar and cuffs and matching trousers with narrow welts of black trim on the outer seams. Headgear was a Pattern 1858 dress hat with its brim looped up on the left and a single black ostrich feather on the opposite side of the crown. The hat’s insignia was composed of a gilt Pattern 1834 militia hunting horn, beneath which were the metal letters “FRG.”4

The Flat River Guards were one of six companies of the 6th North Carolina that were armed with Model 1822 conversion muskets. These would have been part of the 37,000 arms seized at the Fayetteville Arsenal by the state on April 23, 1861.5 Many of the accoutrements issued to the regiment were supplied by Colonel Fisher. A man of wealth, he had been a state senator from 1854 to 1855, and had been president of the North Carolina Railroad since 1855. Worn by the whole regiment, and likely paid for by Fisher, the unique cast belt plate shown in this painting, bearing the regimental designation “6th INF. N.C.S.T.,” was manufactured by a railroad workshop in Burlington, North Carolina.
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2nd New Hampshire Volunteers, 1861

THE FIRST REGIMENT FROM THE GRANITE STATE to volunteer “for the war,” the 2nd New Hampshire Infantry was organized in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, under the command of Colonel Gilman Marston, between May 31 and June 8, 1861. In May, it was issued with a uniform of “grey military cloth,” which was made in Boston, Massachusetts, by clothiers Whiting, Galloupe, Bliss & Co. and Whitten, Hopkins & Co.1 This private of Company D, also known as the Dover Volunteers, wears an example of the coatee provided, which was of “swallow-tail” pattern with plain tails and a high-standing collar and cuffs trimmed with narrow red cord. The six large buttons fastening its front bear the New Hampshire coat of arms. Trousers are plain gray. The gray overcoats supplied with this uniform were of the dismounted pattern, with a cape falling to the elbow and with only five buttons in front. Of chasseur pattern, his gray cap with red band is of the type made for the regiment by hatter S. Klous & Co., of Boston, and supplied by George A. Barnes, a merchant based in Manchester, New Hampshire.2

Belonging to one of nine battalion or center companies of his regiment, this private is armed with a Model 1842 smoothbore musket to which he has fixed his bayonet. The remaining two flank companies carried Pattern 1853 Enfield rifle muskets and Model 1859 Sharps rifles, respectively. He also carries a nonregulation Bowie knife in a red leather sheath. Accoutrements consist of a cartridge box, percussion cap pouch, belt, bayonet scabbard, and musket sling, all of which were made by James R. Hill, who owned a large harness manufactory on Main Street, Concord, New Hampshire.3 His black waterproofed haversack and canteen were acquired from military suppliers Haughton, Sawyer & Co., of Boston, and Horace H. Day, of 91 Liberty Street, New York.

The 2nd New Hampshire also received blue flannel four-button sack coats before leaving their home state. On arrival in Washington they wore “gray caps and pants and blue jackets,” and likely fought in this dress at Bull Run on July 21, 1861.4 By September 13, 1861, the 2nd New Hampshire had been re-uniformed in “the dress of the regular army.”5

This regiment served through the Peninsula Campaign of 1862, Pope’s Campaign in Northern Virginia, Gettysburg, and Grant’s Overland Campaign, and lost 15 officers and 163 enlisted men, who were killed or mortally wounded, and 6 officers and 166 enlisted men to disease. After performing provost duty in Virginia during the summer of 1865, it was finally mustered out on December 19, 1865.




Private, Company I, 4th Virginia Infantry, Liberty Hall Volunteers

A GROUP OF STUDENTS OF WASHINGTON COLLEGE, in Lexington, Virginia, petitioned the faculty to permit them to form a military class at least a month before the Dominion State seceded from the Union on April 17, 1861. As numbers grew sufficient to form a military company under the command of Captain James J. White, a professor of Greek at the College, the students decided to call themselves the Liberty Hall Volunteers, in honor of Liberty Hall Academy, the original name for Washington College. Drilled by cadets of the Virginia Military Institute, a neighboring institution, not all the members of the Liberty Hall Volunteers were students. Of the original company of seventy-three, seventeen were farmers or tradesmen.

On June 18, after the company repeatedly applied to be accepted for active service, Governor John Letcher ordered it to report to Winchester, where it was incorporated into the Army of the Shenandoah as Company I, 4th Virginia Infantry, First Brigade, under the command of Colonel Thomas J. Jackson. Becoming known as the “Stonewall Brigade” after its decisive action on Henry House Hill at First Manassas on July 21, 1861, this brigade preserved its identity up to the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House in May 1864, where its numbers were so depleted by capture, death, or wounds at the “Bloody Angle” that its remnants were consolidated with other brigades of the division.1

The youthful soldier in this painting is depicted as he would have looked on the battlefield at First Manassas. Made from cloth produced at a local woolen mill, his gray shirt has black trim down its buttoned front and along the pocket tops. Trim on shirts worn by the Liberty Hall Volunteers slightly differed from one man to the next, illustrating that they were homemade. His cadet-gray trousers have narrow black seam stripes, and headgear consists of a high-crowned, Pattern 1858 dark-blue forage cap. Linen gaiters were originally worn by the Liberty Hall Volunteers, but these would have been abandoned during the heat of the day on the battlefield.

He is armed with a .69-caliber smoothbore musket converted to percussion. The muskets carried by his company were reported to be “in good condition” on June 18, 1861. As they were considered to be “old,” cartridge boxes issued were likely Pattern 1839. Captain White purchased bayonet scabbards and cap pouches for the whole company as they had not been supplied by the state.2 A sheathed spear-pointed knife with a German silver cutlery handle is attached to his belt via a red leather frog.
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71st New York State Militia

FORMED AS A BATTALION AMONG THE AMERICAN-BORN CITIZENS of New York City in September 1852, the American Rifles were expanded into the 71st New York State Militia (NYSM) during the following month. In 1856 this regiment altered its name to the American Guard due to a change of arms from rifle to the musket.1 The prewar full dress for the 71st NYSM consisted of a dark-blue frock coat with a sky-blue collar and cuffs trimmed with black cord and gold lace; sky-blue trousers with black seam stripes edged in gold; and a National Guard–pattern cap topped with a white wool pompon. With the outbreak of the Civil War, the bulk of unit members arrived at the capital wearing their regimental fatigue uniform, which consisted of a “dark-blue coat [jacket], [sky-] blue pants with black stripe and gilt borders, and blue fatigue cap.”2 About three hundred recruits with the regiment lacked uniforms and were “dressed as taste and fancy dictated,” presenting “a most motley appearance.”3

According to the regimental history, when the 71st NYSM members marched out of the Navy Yard at Washington on July 16, 1861, to join Burnside’s brigade prior to the Battle of Bull Run, their dark-blue jackets were left in their knapsacks, and they wore bluish-gray blouses sent from New York City, with white cotton Havelock covers over their forage caps.4

The figure on the left is in the regimental fatigue uniform worn by the regular members of the regiment when it left for the capital on April 21, 1861. His cap bears brass letters and numerals indicating his company and regimental designation. His white buff leather shoulder belts support a Pattern 1857 cartridge box with brass “Old English” letters, “AG,” on the outer flap and a bayonet in scabbard. His waist belt is fastened with a small version of the 1839 oval “US” plate, which would have previously accompanied the flask and pouch carried by the regiment when armed with rifles from 1852 through 1856. He carries a rigid militia-pattern knapsack with a mess tin attached, with white-painted regimental and company designations.

The figure at right appears as he would have when marching toward Manassas in July 1861. A brown blanket roll, a haversack containing three days’ rations, and a canteen are worn over his blouse, and the ubiquitous Havelock covers his cap, while black leather belts support his cap pouch, cartridge box, and bayonet scabbard. Both men carry Model 1855 rifle muskets.




8th Georgia Infantry, Company E, Miller Rifles

ORIGINALLY UNSUCCESSFUL IN OFFERING ITS SERVICES to the state of Georgia as the Floyd Cavalry, this company reorganized as infantry and adopted the name Miller Rifles, for Senator Dr. Homer V. M. Miller, who volunteered as a surgeon with the 8th Georgia Infantry with the rank of major and who was appointed Chief Surgeon of the District of Georgia in May 1863.1 Commanded by Captain John R. Towers, the Miller Rifles were accepted in Confederate service for the war on May 14, 1861, at Sheibley’s School House, one mile northeast of Rome, Floyd County, Georgia. They were mustered in “for the war” as Company E, 8th Georgia Infantry, commanded by Colonel Francis S. Bartow, in Richmond, Virginia, on June 3, 1861.

Based on surviving images of the 8th Georgia early in the war, this private of the Miller Rifles wears a plain gray uniform coat fastened with eight Georgia state seal buttons, plus matching gray pants with black seam stripes and a forage cap. The coat was likely supplied by a tailor in Rome, Georgia, who also provided uniforms for the Rome Light Guards, Company A, 8th Georgia. He cradles a Model 1841 Mississippi rifle, indicating that the Miller Rifles was a flank company, and is also armed with a Bowie knife in a red leather sheath and a holstered revolver. Accoutrements include a waist belt with a brass frame buckle, a white canvas haversack, and a knapsack with a brown blanket roll.

As senior colonel, Bartow took command of the brigade at First Manassas on July 21, 1861, while Lieutenant Colonel William M. Gardner commanded the 8th Georgia. Including Colonel Bartow, the regiment lost 201 men, with 42 killed and 159 wounded, on the Plains of Manassas.

The regiment was involved in the campaigns of the Army of Northern Virginia from the Seven Days’ Battles to the Battle of Cold Harbor, except when with Longstreet at Suffolk, in Georgia, and in Knoxville, Tennessee. The unit participated in the siege of Petersburg, south and north of the James River, and lastly in the Appomattox Campaign.2

The record shows that a total of 145 men enlisted in the Miller Rifles throughout the war, of whom 14 were killed in battle, 7 died of wounds, and 29 died of disease. Only 16 of the company were present during the surrender at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865.
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Clinch Rifles, Georgia Militia, April 1861

ORGANIZED AS AN “INDEPENDENT RIFLE COMPANY” by the Clinch Engine Fire Company No. 2, of Augusta, Georgia, on March 25, 1851, the Clinch Rifles formed part of the Augusta Independent Volunteer Battalion, Georgia Militia, and were mustered into Confederate service for twelve months on May 11, 1861, as Company A, 5th Georgia Volunteers. This unit was also known as the “Pound Cake Regiment” because of its members’ smart appearance.

The “regular rifle green” uniform worn by the Clinch Rifles was adopted on February 10, 1860, and made by Merchant and Military Tailors Haigh & Andrews, of 220 Broad Street, Augusta.1 Based on the dark-blue pattern introduced by the US Army in 1851, his uniform coat has a single row of nine brass buttons bearing the Georgia state coat of arms, with three smaller buttons of the same pattern on each plain cuff patch. His matching trousers have one-inch–wide gold strips of lace on the outer seams. Headgear consists of a high-crowned forage cap with a thin welt of gold cord around the band, which meets in a point above the company insignia, which is composed of the letters “CR” within a laurel wreath.

He is armed with a Model 1841 Mississippi rifle, with a russet leather strap, altered to accommodate the brass-handled saber bayonet. This firearm is an example of those acquired by his company from the two thousand of this model surrendered to state forces at the Federal Arsenal in Augusta on January 23, 1861. The saber bayonet was not well liked as it made the Mississippi rifle difficult to load quickly and added to the weight of the weapon.

His accoutrements consist of a Pattern 1855 US Rifleman Enlisted waist belt fastened by a brass rectangular loop and clasp plate. Of French design, this was copied from the 1847 chasseur a pied accoutrements with a frog for the saber bayonet and slides that were designed to be linked to the Pattern 1855 knapsack. Compatible with the Model 1841 rifle because it had only vertical belt loops, a Pattern 1839 cartridge box is out of view on the right-hand side of his belt. His percussion cap pouch was likely of the Allegheny Arsenal pattern with longer back straps to fit the riflemen’s belt.

Exchanging their green for gray uniforms, members of the Clinch Rifles saw their first combat with the 5th Georgia on Santa Rosa Island off the coast of Florida on October 9, 1861. Following this, their regiment fought in and around Corinth until the end of May 1862, and lost 32 percent of its men as casualties at Murfreesboro on July 13, besides its colonel and regimental battle flag. Continuing to serve with the Army of Tennessee throughout the remainder of the war, the 5th Georgia joined the rest of the Confederate army in its retreat through North Carolina in 1865, and fought at Bentonville with 256 effectives, following which remnants of the regiment surrendered with the Army of Tennessee on April 26 of that year.
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