

[image: image]




[image: image]




[image: image]




Copyright © 2006, 2022 Colin Glower Enterprises


First published in the United States in 2006 by Courage Books, an imprint of Running Press Book Publishers


First Skyhorse Publishing edition 2022


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without the express written consent of the publisher, except in the case of brief excerpts in critical reviews or articles. All inquiries should be addressed to Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018.


Skyhorse Publishing books may be purchased in bulk at special discounts for sales promotion, corporate gifts, fund-raising, or educational purposes. Special editions can also be created to specifications. For details, contact the Special Sales Department, Skyhorse Publishing, 307 West 36th Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10018 or info@skyhorsepublishing.com.


Skyhorse® and Skyhorse Publishing® are registered trademarks of Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.®, a Delaware corporation.


Visit our website at www.skyhorsepublishing.com.


10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.


Print ISBN: 978-1-5107-5641-0


Ebook ISBN: 978-1-5107-5671-7


Printed in Malaysia






In our new planes, with our new crews, we bombed


The ranges by the desert or the shore,


Fired at towed targets, waited for our scores –


And turned into replacements and woke up


One morning, over England, operational.


It wasn’t different: but if we died


It was not an accident but a mistake


(But an easy one for anyone to make).


We read out mail and counted up our missions –


In bombers named for girls, we burned


The cities we had learned about in school –


Till our lives wore out; our bodies lay among


The people we had killed and never seen.


When we lasted long enough they gave us medals;


When we died they said, “Our casualties were low.”


They said, “Here are the maps”; we burned the cities.


from Losses


Randall Jarrell (1914–1965)
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“The Sinking of the Bismarck”, painted by C.E. Turner.
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Adolf Hitler at a triumphal parade in Berlin, 1939.




Foreword


No other event in human history can compare with World War II in the number of participants, the cost in human lives and physical destruction or the scale of its consequences.


There is no doubt about who started the war. In Mein Kampf, published in the mid-1920s, Hitler wrote:




“When we speak of Lebensraum (living space) for the German people, we must think principally of Russia and the border states subject to her. Destiny itself seems to wish to point the way for us here.”





Hitler had no idea of how or when he would achieve his objective, but he had no doubt that it could only be by war. At a cabinet meeting on 8 February 1933, a week after coming to power, he declared, “This has to be the dominant thought always and everywhere: everything for the armed forces.” When he put Goering in charge of the Four-Year Plan in 1936, his secret directive was to have the German armed forces and economy ready for war in four years. In presenting the plan to the German cabinet, Goering reiterated: “It starts from the basic premise that the showdown with Russia is inevitable.”


In the winter of 1937/38, Hitler felt strong enough to take the initiative. In March 1938 he annexed Austria; in March 1939, he broke up the Czechoslovak state. The Poles were certain to fight for their independence but were defeated in less than a month (September 1939) at the cost of no more than 11,000 German dead. In the summer of 1940 it took only six weeks, at a cost of no more than 27,000 German dead, to defeat the French and drive the British off the European continent.


These were the preliminaries. Hitler covered himself against intervention from the east by the Soviet-Nazi Pact, guaranteeing Russia’s neutrality. Once the preliminaries were secured, however, he began preparations for his real objective, the invasion of the Soviet Union (21/22 June 1941).


We still do not appreciate the extent to which the fighting in the east was the core of the European war. It was fought on a scale and with a violence which was unknown elsewhere in the European and Mediterranean theaters, at least until the Anglo-U.S. invasion of June 1944 (three years after the German attack on Russia). The Russian victory at Stalingrad alone, a battle which lasted from 1 September 1942 to 2 February 1943, cost 2 million Russian lives and 800,000 German. The comparative table of lives lost on page 13 makes clear how far Russian and German losses on the Eastern Front overshadow those suffered by any other nation except China.


The German success in 1940–41 made a great impression on the Japanese. In the summer of 1941 they decided to switch from concentrating on their four-year-old war with China to the conquest of the British, French and Dutch colonial empires in South East Asia, hoping to safeguard themselves against American intervention by knocking out the U.S. Navy in Pearl Harbor (7 December 1941). At one stroke, the European war became a world war, a development confirmed by Hitler’s declaration of war on the United States (11 December 1941).


Germany and Japan inflicted heavy blows on the Allies in 1941–42, but once they failed to achieve the knock-outs on which they had counted, the superior manpower and economic strength of America, Russia and Britain began to tell. By the beginning of 1943 the Germans and Japanese had lost the initiative, never to recover it. Hitler, who had begun the war, committed suicide on 30 April 1945 but showed no remorse for the horrors he had let loose on the world. The war in Europe ended eight days later; the war in Asia continued for another three months, ending on 15 August 1945, nine days after the dropping of the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima.


The scale of the physical destruction and loss of life of a war which extended to three continents and all the oceans defeats the imagination. The total number of lives lost (including those who were massacred or died in prisoner-of-war, concentration and extermination camps) is put at about 40 million for Europe, with another 15–20 million for Asia, the Middle East and Africa. For the first time the civilian loss of life (the majority of them women and children) exceeded the military. Many more millions were uprooted either by deportation, conscription for forced labor or by flight from the war zones; this process continued after the fighting ended, when several million Germans and Japanese were evicted from their homes.


The application of technology brought about a trans formation of warfare. The difference between the use of air power at the beginning and at the end of the war – culminating in the dropping of the atomic bomb – was revolutionary. So was the use of armored forces (5000 tanks took part in the Battle of Kursk), rockets, radar and wireless, submarines and the replacement of the battleship by the aircraft carrier.


Equally revolutionary was the transformation of national economies. The increased scale of organization and the rise in productivity on both sides made this the biggest sustained economic effort in history. This continued after the war, switching from war production to making good the damage. The wartime experience made possible the extraordinary economic recovery of Western Europe, West Germany and Japan as well as the sustained economic ascendancy of the United States.


Amongst the social consequences of the war the change with the biggest long-term effect, as in World War I, was the involvement of women, many serving in the armed forces, many more taking the place of men in industry, agriculture, transport offices, and public services. Taken together, the two world wars contributed more to the emancipation of women than any other episode in history.


Whoever won the war, the world was bound to be changed irrevocably. This time Germany was not only defeated but divided and occupied. The Soviet Union made major territorial acquisitions in Europe and Asia, and ended the war in occupation of half Europe, including Eastern Germany which joined the other East European states in forming a Soviet-dominated communist bloc. The alliance between the Soviet Union and the Western powers did not survive the defeat of Germany and was followed by the so-called Cold War between the Soviet bloc and the NATO powers, led by the U.S.A., in the second half of the twentieth century.


In the Far East, Japan lost all its conquests, was occupied by the Americans and had to face the emergence of a united communist China. Elsewhere the revolutionary impact of the war created independence movements and brought the end of the European colonial empires in the post-war period, often after bitter fighting, and the emergence of the Third World.


Not until 1989–91, with the demolition of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of Germany, with the withdrawal of Russian troops from Eastern Europe and the collapse of communist rule in the Soviet Union, were the consequences of World War II finally dispelled.


Alan Bullock
St Catherine’s College
Oxford
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“I was horrified when I saw the map. Were quite alone, without any help from outside. Hitler has left us in the lurch. Whether this letter gets away depends on whether we still hold the airfield. We are lying in the north of the city. The men in my battery already suspect the truth, but they aren’t so exactly informed as I am. So this is what the end looks like. Hannes and I have no intention of going into captivity; yesterday I saw four men, who’d been captured before our infantry re-occupied a strong-point. No, we re not going to be captured. When Stalingrad falls you will hear and read about it. Then you will know that I shall not return.”


Anonymous German soldier
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The grave of a U.S. soldier in Normandy, August 1944. The note has been pinned to it by local people as a mark of respect.




Chronology


1919


April 28 League of Nations founded


June 28 Signing of Treaty of Versailles


1921


July 29 Hitler becomes president of National Socialist Party


1923


Nov 8 Hitler jailed after failure of Munich Putsch


1924


Jan 21 Death of Lenin


April 6 Large Fascist majority in Italian elections


1925


July 18 Publication of Mein Kampf


1926


Sept 8 Germany admitted to League of Nations


1929


Oct 24 Wall Street Crash


1930


Sept 14 German Election: Nazi Party becomes second largest party in Germany


1931


Sept 18 Japanese troops invade Manchuria


1932


Nov 8 Roosevelt elected U.S. President


1933


Jan 30 Hitler becomes Chancellor of coalition government


March 21 First concentation camp opened at Oranienburg outside Berlin


March 23 Enabling Act gives Hitler dictatorial powers


March 27 Japan leaves League of Nations


July 14 Nazi party declared only party in Germany


Oct 14 Germany leaves League of Nations


1934


June 29/30 Night of the Long Knives: Nazi purge of the SA


Aug 19 Hitler becomes Fuhrer


Oct Long March of the Chinese Communists begins


1935


March 16 Hitler reneges on disarmament clauses of Treaty of Versailles and introduces conscription


Sept 15 Jews stripped of German citizenship rights by Nuremburg laws


Oct 3 Italian forces invade Ethiopia


1936


March 7 German troops re-occupy demilitarized Rhineland


May 9 Italian annexation of Ethiopia


July 8 Civil war breaks out in Spain


Oct 1 Franco declared head of Spanish state


1937


April 27 Guernica badly damaged in raid


June 11 Stalin’s purge of Red Army generals begins


July 7 Sino–Japanese war begins


1938


March 12/13 Germany announces an “Anschluß” (union of Austria and Germany)


Aug 12 German mobilization


Oct 1–5 German troops occupy Sudetenlanc Czech government resigns


Nov 3 Japan announces a “New Order” in Asia


Nov 9 “Kristallnacht”: widespread Germar attacks on Jews


1939


Jan 26 Franco’s troops seize Barcelona


Feb 27 Britain and France recognize Franco’s government


March 15–16 Germany dismembers Czechoslovakia


March 28 Spanish Civil war ends


Aug 31 British fleet mobilizes; evacuations from London begin


Sept 1 Germany invades Poland and annexes Danzig


Sept 3 Britain, France, New Zealand and Australia declare war on Germany


Sept 4 First RAF attacks on German Navy


Sept 5 U.S.A. proclaims its neutrality. German troops cross Vistula


Sept 10 Canada declares war on Germany. Battle of Atlantic begins


Sept 17 U.S.S.R. invades Poland


Sept 27 Surrender of Warsaw


Sept 29 Partition of Poland


Nov 30 U.S.S.R. invades Finland. “Winter War” begins


Dec 13 Battle of the River Plate


Dec 14 U.S.S.R. expelled from League of Nations


1940


JANUARY


8 Rationing begins in Britain


MARCH


12 Treaty of Moscow ends the “Winter War”


16 Germany bombs Scapa Flow naval base


28 Allied War Council decides to lay mines off Norway


30 Japanese set up puppet Chinese government in Nanking


APRIL


9 Germany invades Denmark and Norway


MAY


1 Norway surrenders


10 Germany invades Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg and France. Churchill becomes Prime Minister


15 Holland surrenders


26 Evacuation of Allied troops from Dunkirk begins


28 Belgium surrenders


JUNE


3 Germans bomb Paris. Dunkirk evacuation ends


10 Italy declares war on Britain and France


14 Germans enter Paris


18 U.S.S.R. begins occupation of Baltic States


28 Britain recognizes de Gaulle as Free French leader


30 Germany begins occupation of Channel Islands


JULY


1 U-boats increase attacks on merchant ships in the Atlantic


5 Vichy government breaks off relations with Britain


10 First phase of Battle of Britain begins


23 U.S.S.R. annexes Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia


AUGUST


3–19 Italy occupies British Somaliland


13 “Adlertag” (Eagle Day) – German bombing offensive against British airfields and aircraft factories begins


15 Air battles and daylight raids over Britain


17 Hitler declares blockade of British Isles


23/24 First air raids on central London


25/26 First RAF raid on Berlin


SEPTEMBER


3 Hitler plans invasion of Britain (Operation Sealion)


7 Beginning of the Blitz


13 Italians invade Egypt


15 Heavy German air raids on London, Southampton, Bristol, Cardiff, Liverpool and Manchester


16 U.S. Conscription Bill passed


22 Japanese forces enter Indo-China


27 Tripartite Pact signed by Germany, Italy and Japan


OCTOBER


7 German troops enter Romania


12 Operation Sealion postponed until Spring 1941


18 Burma Road reopened


28 Italy invades Greece


NOVEMBER


11/12 Taranto raid cripples Italian fleet


14/15 German bombing of Coventry


22 Greeks defeat Italian 9th Army


DECEMBER


9/10 Wavell’s Western Desert Offensive against the Italians begins


23 Eden becomes British Foreign Secretary


29/30 Massive air raid on London


1941


JANUARY


6 Australians seize Bardia from Italians


22 Tobruk falls to British and Australians


FEBRUARY


6 Australian troops seize Benghazi


7 Beda Fomm falls to British


11 British forces advance into Italian Somaliland


12–14 Rommel arrives in Tripoli


25 Mogadishu falls to British forces


MARCH


4 British Commando raid on Lofoten Islands


7 British forces begin to arrive in Greece


27 Coup in Yugoslavia overthrows pro-Axis government


APRIL


3 Pro-Axis regime set up in Iraq


6 German invasion of Yugoslavia and Greece


17 Yugoslavia surrenders to Germany


27 Greece surrenders to Germany


30 Iraqi forces attack British bases and embassy


MAY


1 German attack on Tobruk repulsed


10 Hess flies to Scotland


10/11 Heavy German bombing of London in climax of the Blitz. RAF raid on Hamburg


15 Operation Brevity in Egypt


24 Sinking of the Hood by the Bismarck


27 Sinking of the Bismarck


30 Iraqi revolt collapses


JUNE


4 Pro-Allied government installed in Iraq


8 Allies invade Syria and the Lebanon


22 German attack on U.S.S.R. (Operation Barbarossa) begins


28 Germans capture Minsk


JULY


3 Stalin calls for “scorched earth” policy


10 Germans cross the River Dnieper


12 Mutual Assistance Agreement between Britain and U.S.S.R.


14 Ceasefire in Syria


21 Japan begins occupation of southern French Indo-China


26 Roosevelt freezes Japanese assets in U.S.A. and suspends relations


31 Hitler orders measures for the “desired final solution of the Jewish question”


AUGUST


1 U.S. oil embargo against “aggressor” states announced


12 Roosevelt and Churchill sign Atlantic Charter


20 Siege of Leningrad begins


SEPTEMBER


3 First use of gas chambers at Auschwitz


19 Germans take Kiev


29 Massacre of 33,000 Jews at Kiev


OCTOBER


2 Operation Typhoon, the German advance on Moscow, begins


16 Germans take Odessa


24 Germans take Kharkov


30 Germans reach Sevastopol


NOVEMBER


13 HMS Ark Royal sunk off Gibraltar by U-boat


20 Germans take Rostov


27 Soviet troops retake Rostov


DECEMBER


5 German attack on Moscow abandoned


7 Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor


8 U.S.A. and Britain declare war on Japan


10 Japan begins invasion of the Philippines


11 Germany declares war on U.S.A.


16 Rommel begins retreat to El Agheila


25 Hong Kong surrenders to the Japanese


1942


JANUARY


1 Declaration of the United Nations signed by 26 Allied nations


13 Germans begin U-boat offensive along east coast of America


16 Japanese invade Burma


21 Rommel’s counter-offensive from El Agheila begins


26 First American forces arrive in Britain


FEBRUARY


1 U.S. air attack on Japanese bases on Gilbert and Marshall Islands


7 Japanese land on Singapore Island


15 British surrender at Singapore


19 Japanese air raid on Darwin, Australia


27/28 Allied force destroyed in Battle of Java Sea


MARCH


1 Soviet offensive in the Crimea


8 Japanese capture Rangoon


9 Dutch East Indies surrender


27/28 Commando raid on St. Nazaire docks


30 End of Soviet counter-offensive


APRIL


2 New Japanese offensive on Bataan


10 “Bataan Death March” begins


18 Surprise U.S. bomber raid on Tokyo


23 “Baedeker” raids begin against cathedral cities in Britain


29 Japanese cut Burma Road and take control of central Burma


MAY


1 Japanese take Mandalay in Burma


4–8 Battle of the Coral Sea


5 Japanese advance into China


8 German summer offensive begins in the Crimea


10 Surrender of U.S. forces in Philippines


26 Rommel begins offensive against Gazala Line


30 1000-bomber RAF raid on Cologne


JUNE


2–11 Siege of Bir Hakeim


4–16 Battle of Midway


5 Germans besiege Sevastopol


7 Japan invades Aleutian Islands


18 Second siege of Tobruk by Axis troops begins


30 Rommel reaches El Alamein


JULY


1–30 First Battle of El Alamein


3 Germans take Sevastopol


5 Soviet resistance in the Crimea ends


9 Germans begin drive towards Stalingrad


22 First deportations from Warsaw Ghetto to concentration camps. Treblinka extermination camp opened


31 Germans cross the River Don


AUGUST


8 U.S. Marines take Henderson Field on Guadalcanal


9 Gandhi, Nehru and other Indian leaders arrested. Riots in India


12–15 First Moscow Conference


17 First ail-American air attack in Europe


19 Anglo-Canadian raid on Dieppe


23 Massive air raid on Stalingrad


30 (to Sept 1) Battle of Alam Haifa. Rommel driven back


SEPTEMBER


12–14 Battle of “Bloody Ridge” on Guadalcanal


13 Battle of Stalingrad begins


27 British/Indian troops begin offensive into Arakan, Burma


OCTOBER


11/12 Battle of Cape Esperance, off Guadalcanal


18 Hitler issues order to execute all British Commandos taken prisoner


23 Operation Lightfoot opens Second Battle of El Alamein


26 Battle of Santa Cruz, off Guadalcanal


NOVEMBER


1 Operation Supercharge. Allies break through Axis lines at El Alamein


4 Axis troops begin retreat


8 Operation Torch, the U.S. invasion of North Africa, begins


11 Germans and Italians invade Southern France


19 Soviet counter-offensive at Stalingrad begins


30/31 Naval Battle of Tassafaronga, off Guadalcanal


DECEMBER


2 The nuclear age is born when Professor Enrico Fermi sets up an atomic reactor in Chicago


13 Rommel withdraws from El Agheila


16 Italians defeated by Soviet troops on River Don


17 Eden tells House of Commons of mass executions of Jews by Nazis. U.S. declares that these crimes will be avenged


28 Hitler withdraws Army Group A from Caucasus


31 Battle of the Barents Sea


1943


JANUARY


3 Germans begin withdrawal from Caucasus


10 Soviets begin offensive against Germans in Stalingrad


14–24 Casablanca Conference, Roosevelt demands “unconditional surrender”


18 Siege of Leningrad lifted


23 Eighth Army takes Tripoli


27 First USAAF bombing raid on Germany, at Wilhelmshaven


FEBRUARY


1–8 Japanese evacuate Guadalcanal


2 Last Germans surrender at Stalingrad


8 Soviet troops take Kursk


13 Chindits enter Burma


14–25 Battle of Kasserine Pass


16 Soviets re-take Kharkov


MARCH


1–4 Battle of Bismarck Sea


2 Germans begin withdrawal from Tunisia


15 Germans re-capture Kharkov


16–20 Climax of Battle of Atlantic: 27 merchant ships sunk by U-boats


20–28 8th Army breaks through Mareth Line, Tunisia


25 Chindits withdraw to India


APRIL


6/7 Axis forces in Tunisia begin withdrawal toward Enfidaville


19 Warsaw Uprising begins


20 Massacre of Jews from Warsaw Ghetto begins


MAY


7 Allies take Tunis


12 Japanese take Maungdaw in Burma: end of first Arakan offensive


13 Axis troops surrender in North Africa


16/17 The RAF Dams Raid on the Ruhr


22 Donitz suspends U-boat operations in the North Atlantic


JUNE


1 U.S. begins submarine war against Japanese shipping


10 “Pointblank” directive to improve Allied bombing strategy issued


11 Himmler orders liquidation of all Polish ghettos


16 Allied air raids on Guadalcanal


21 Allies land on New Georgia


30 Operation Cartwheel against Japanese on Rabaul


JULY


5 Germans begin last offensive against Kursk


9/10 Allied landings on Sicily


19 Allies bomb Rome


22 Palermo captured by Americans


24 RAF bombing raid on Hamburg begins Battle of Hamburg


25/26 Mussolini arrested and Fascist government dissolved. Badoglio takes over and establishes martial law


27/28 Air raid causes firestorm in Hamburg


AUGUST


5 Soviet troops take Orel and Belgorod


6/7 Battle of Vella Gulf, Solomon-Islands


12–17 Germans evacuate Sicily


17 First U.S. raid on Schweinfurt-Regensburg


23 Soviet troops recapture Kharkov


28 Japanese resistance on New Guinea ends


SEPTEMBER


8 Italian surrender announced


9 Allied landings at Salerno and Taranto


11 Germans occupy Rome


12 Germans rescue Mussolini


22 Soviet troops cross River Dnieper


23 Mussolini re-establishes Fascist government


OCTOBER


1 Allies enter Naples


13 Italy declares war on Germany. Second U.S. raid on Schweinfurt


19–30 Second Moscow Conference


NOVEMBER


1 U.S. Marines land on Bougainville, Solomon Islands


2 Battle of Empress Augusta Bay


6 Russians recapture Kiev


18 RAF air raid begins on Berlin


20 U.S. troops land on Makin and Tarawa Atolls, Gilbert Islands


22–26 First Cairo Conference


28–30 Teheran Conference


DECEMBER


3–7 Second Cairo Conference


24–26 Soviet troops launch offensives on Ukrainian front


25/26 Battle of North Cape: Scharnhorst sunk


1944


JANUARY


6 Soviet troops advance into Poland


9 British/Indian troops recapture Maungdaw in Burma


17 First attack towards Cassino


22 Allied landings at Anzio


27 Leningrad relieved after 900-day siege


FEBRUARY


1–7 U.S. troops take Kwajalein and Majura Atolls in Marshall Islands


15–18 Aerial bombardment of Monte Cassino destroys monastery


17/18 U.S. air raid destroys Japanese naval base at Truk


29 German counterattack against Anzio beachhead


MARCH


1 Chindits re-enter Burma


4 Soviet troops begin offensive on Belorussian front. First major daylight raid on Berlin by Allies


15 Japanese offensive toward Imphal and Kohima launched. Second Allied attempt to capture Monte Cassino begins


29 Battle of Imphal begins


APRIL


4–20 Japanese siege of Kohima


8 Soviet troops begin offensive to liberate Crimea


18 Japanese launch Operation Ichi-Go


MAY


9 Soviet troops recapture Sevastopol


11 Allies attack Gustav Line


12 Germans surrender in Crimea


15 Germans withdraw to Adolf Hitler Line


25 Germans retreat from Anzio


JUNE


5 Allies enter Rome


6 D-Day landings


9 Soviet offensive against Finnish front begins


13 First V-l raid on Britain


14 First B-29 Superfortress raid on Japan


15 U.S. Marines take Saipan, Mariana Islands


19/20 Battle of the Philippine Sea


22 Operation Bagration, the Soviet summer offensive, begins


27 U.S. troops capture Cherbourg


JULY


3 “Battle of the Hedgerows” in Normandy


8 Japanese begin withdrawal from Imphal


9 British and Canadian troops capture Caen


18 Operation Goodwood begins: U.S. troops take St Lô


21 U.S. Marines land on Guam


24 U.S. Marines land on Tinian. Soviet troops liberate first concentration camp at Maidenak


25–30 Operation Cobra begins in Normandy. U.S. troops break out west of St Lo


28 Soviet troops take Brest-Litovsk. U.S. troops take Coutances


AUGUST


1 Warsaw Uprising begins


3 Myitkyina falls to Chinese/U.S. troops after 2½ months siege


7 German counterattack towards Avranches begins


12 German counterattack fails


15 Operation Dragoon, the Allied invasion of Southern France, begins


19 Resistance Uprising in Paris


19/20 Soviet offensive in Balkans begins with attack on Romania


25 Liberation of Paris


29 Slovak Uprising begins


30 Soviet troops capture Ploesti in Romania


31 Soviet troops take Bucharest


SEPTEMBER


1–4 Arras, Verdun, Dieppe, Artois, Rouen, Abbeville, Antwerp and Brussels liberated by Allies


4 Finland and U.S.S.R. agree to a ceasefire


13 U.S. troops reach Siegfried Line


17–26 Operation Market Garden


26 Soviet troops occupy Estonia


OCTOBER


2 Warsaw Uprising ends. Polish Home Army surrenders


9–19 Third Moscow Conference


10–29 Soviet troops capture Riga


11 Air raids against Okinawa


12–18 Allied air raids against Formosa


14 Allies liberate Athens


20 U.S. invasion of Leyte


21 Germans surrender at Aachen


23–25 Battle of Leyte Gulf


30 Last use of gas chambers at Auschwitz


NOVEMBER


11 Bombardment of Iwo Jima by U.S. Navy


20 French troops drive through “Belfort Gap” to reach Rhine


24 French capture Strasbourg


DECEMBER


4 Civil War in Greece: Athens placed under martial law


15 U.S. troops land on Mindoro, Philippines


16–25 Battle of the Bulge in the Ardennes


27 Soviet troops besiege Budapest


1945


JANUARY


1–17 Germans withdraw from the Ardennes


4 British occupy Akyab in Burma


9 U.S. troops land at Lingayen Gulf on Luzon, Philippines


16 Allies eliminate Ardennes salient


17 Soviet troops capture Warsaw


26 Soviet troops liberate Auschwitz


FEBRUARY


3 U.S. forces enter Manila


13/14 Dresden destroyed by firestorm after Allied bombing raids


19/20 U.S. troops land on Iwo Jima


22 Operation Clarion: attacks on German communications network


MARCH


2 Tito sets up Communist government in Romania


3 U.S. and Filipino troops capture Manila


6 Germans begin their last offensive of the war – to defend the oilfields of Hungary


7 Allies take Cologne and establish a bridge across the Rhine at Remagen


9/10 Bombing raid on Tokyo opens a series of attacks on Japanese cities


30 Soviet troops capture Danzig


APRIL


1 U.S. troops invade Okinawa. U.S. troops encircle German troops in Ruhr


7 Battle of East China Sea


12 Allies liberate Buchenwald and Belsen concentration camps. President Roosevelt dies: Truman becomes President


16 Soviet troops begin final offensive on Berlin


18 German forces in Ruhr pocket surrender


26–28 Mussolini captured and hanged by partisans


29 U.S. troops liberate Dachau concentration camp


30 Red Army reaches Reichstag; Hitler commits suicide


MAY


2 German troops in Italy surrender


3 British/Indian troops capture Rangoon


5 Ceasefire in the West


7 Unconditional surrender of all German forces to Allies


8 VE Day


20 Japanese begin pulling back from Chinese bases


23 German High Command and Provisional Government imprisoned


JUNE


5 Allied powers partition Germany and Berlin, and assume government of Germany


22 Resistance on Okinawa ends


26 United Nations World Charter of Security signed in San Francisco


30 Luzon campaign ends


JULY


1 U.S., British and French troops move into Berlin


5 Liberation of Philippines declared


10 1000-bomber raid against Japan begins


16 First atomic bomb test in Mexican desert. Potsdam Conference begins


26 Atlee succeeds Churchill as British Prime Minister


AUGUST


6 First atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima


8 U.S.S.R. declares war on Japan and invades Manchuria


9 Atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki


14 Japanese accept Allied surrender terms


15 VJ Day


30 British forces reoccupy Hong Kong


SEPTEMBER


2 Japanese sign surrender agreement


5 British troops land in Singapore


9 Japanese sign surrender in China


13 Japanese sign surrender in Burma


OCTOBER


24 United Nations comes formally into existence


NOVEMBER


20 Nuremburg war crimes trials begin


29 Yugoslavia declared a “Federal People’s Republic”
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Adolf Hitler painted by Jacobs.





PART I


"The Inter-War Period,
1919–1939


World War I (1914–1918) left a number of legacies. At one level, there was an understandable desire to avoid such a nightmare again, particularly among those European states that had suffered substantial losses in both men and material. This was manifested in calls for disarmament and international cooperation, based on a “new world order” that had at its center the League of Nations, established in 1920. But there was also a steady growth in political extremism, reflecting the enormous social changes triggered by the conflict and the unsatisfactory nature of the peace settlement that emerged between 1919 and 1921. At the same time, the military lessons of the war could not simply be forgotten. The impact of new technology, on land, at sea and especially in the air, altered the way in which force could be used for political ends, offering alternatives to the attritional deadlock of 1914–18 which made that bloodbath seem an aberration. To the optimists, it may have been “the war to end all wars”, but to many it was merely one more step in man’s inexorable journey to Armageddon.


These emotions and beliefs became apparent very quickly. In countries such as Britain and France, where the victory of 1918 seemed small recompense for the human losses incurred, war-weariness was shown in calls for rapid demobilization and disarmament. Indeed, the British Army – over three million strong in 1918 – was reduced to pre-war levels and returned to the “proper soldiering” of colonial policing so quickly that much of the hard-won experience of the war years was forgotten. Moreover, as the peacetime period progressed, the desire to avoid a repetition of the recent conflict did not diminish. Memoirs of the war abounded, many of them stressing the suffering, hardship and waste involved, while the new medium of film portrayed the reality of trench deadlock to the next generation. To the survivors of 1914–18, there was little glory to be found in war. Small wonder, therefore, that when Britain and France entered a new conflict in 1939, they did so not with the jingoism of 1914 but with an air of resigned determination.


But not everyone felt the same. In Germany, Austria and Hungary for example, the suffering of 1914–18 had been made worse by defeat and by the imposition of swingeing peace terms by the Allies. The peace settlement of 1919–21 was in many ways a disaster, breeding resentment and opening the way to more extreme political views. However well meaning the Allied leaders, they ignored many of the pressures that had been building up in Europe since the 19th century, not least in terms of nationalism, and their redrawing of the map created more problems than it solved. It may have seemed a good idea to reduce the size of Germany and to split Austria and Hungary, creating new states that would act as buffers, but the inclusion within states such as Poland, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia of ethnic groups which felt that they belonged elsewhere merely stored up trouble for the future. In addition, there was a feeling, particularly among many Germans, that the peace settlement had been imposed unfairly, reflecting Allied desires for revenge rather than for lasting peace. When this was added to economic pressures created by the demand for reparations, leading to hyper-inflation and its attendant social problems, it was hardly surprising that Adolf Hitler should find a ready audience for his political beliefs. The fact that he was also able to exploit a fear of communism spreading from the east was just one more legacy of World War I, for without that conflict the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 would not have occurred when it did, feeding on the enormous hardships suffered by the Russian people. Once two such diametrically opposed political ideologies – fascism and communism – emerged, a major clash was inevitable.
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“The Doormat”, cartoon by Low depicting Japan’s rising militarism (1932).


According to the peace settlement, conflict should have been avoidable by recourse to the League of Nations as an international body for debate and diplomacy. Its failure, apparent in the early 1930s when both Japan and Italy got away with naked aggression against Manchuria and Abyssinia respectively, was one of the key factors in preparing the way for renewed conflict. In very simple terms, the League lacked “teeth”, for although it could impose economic penalties on aggressor states, it had no way of ensuring that these were carried out effectively. The refusal of the U.S. Senate to ratify the peace settlement denied the League any form of official American backing and left it in the hands of states such as Britain and France that were too weak to ensure its success. As fascism flexed its muscles in the 1930s, it did so in an international vacuum and, with each “victory”, grew more adventurous. Hitler’s expansionism could have been stopped as early as 1936; that it was not and was instead “appeased” by British and French leaders intent on avoiding another European bloodbath, made war unavoidable.


The fact that any future war would be a bloodbath was widely believed as the 1930s progressed. Despite attempts through the League of Nations and other international bodies to outlaw the worst manifestations of new technology – not least strategic bombing and gas – it was apparent from events in China and Spain that these had little effect when it came to actual conflict. Trench deadlock might be avoidable, particularly if the lessons of 1918 concerning all-arms cooperation and inter-service links were remembered, but the trend towards making war on civilian populations was reinforced by the sack of Shanghai and the bombing of Guernica. By 1939 the widespread fears of bombing using both high explosives and gas were shown by British plans for the evacuation of children and young mothers from the major cities and by the issue of gas masks to all members of the population. Indeed, many people believed firmly that as soon as war began, enemy bombers would hit cities with impunity, causing enormous casualties. For these reasons, few in Britain or France were keen on war when it finally came in 1939, although the aggressive nature of fascism had by then made it difficult to find an alternative.
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Nazi Party Brownshirts on Party Day at Nuremburg, 1933.




The Peace Settlement 1919–23


In January 1919, two months after the defeat of Germany in the First World War, the Allies convened a Peace Conference in Paris to decide the post-war territorial settlement. The defeated powers were not represented, leaving major decisions to be made by the Allies. Their redrawing of the map was to sow the seeds for future conflict.


By the Treaty of Versailles (28 June 1919), attempts were made to prevent future German aggression by weakening the state and creating buffers around it. In eastern Europe, Poland was recreated and awarded the “Danzig Corridor”, a strip of former German land that gave the Poles access to the sea and isolated East Prussia. In the west, Germany was forced to cede Alsace and Lorraine to France, northern Schleswig to Denmark, and Eupen and Malmedy to Belgium. The Saarland was placed under international rule for 15 years and its coalfields given to France; the Rhineland was occupied by Allied troops and demilitarized. At the same time, Germany’s economic power was diminished by taking away her overseas colonies and insisting that she pay reparations.


By the Treaty of St Germain (10 September 1919), Austria-Hungary lost Bohemia (including the Sudetenland) to the newly formed Czechoslovakia, with Galicia being ceded to Poland, and Trieste, Istria and the South Tyrol to Italy. By the Treaty of Trianon (4 June 1920), Hungary was split away from Austria and stripped of nearly two-thirds of its pre-war territory to help to create both Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. Under the terms of the Treaty of Neuilly, signed on 27 November 1919, Bulgaria lost territory to Greece.
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The treaty with Turkey was signed at Sevres on 10 August 1920. Substantial parts of the former Ottoman Empire in the Middle East were given to France and Britain as “mandates” to be prepared for eventual independence. Attempts by Greece, Britain and Italy to occupy parts of Turkey itself provoked a nationalist revolt necessitating a second treaty, which gave the Turks improved peace terms but did not alter the settlement in the Middle East.


Many of these territorial changes led to deep resentment and, to police the settlement, the League of Nations was created. America did not join the League, leaving it in the hands of countries such as Britain and France, seriously weakened by the losses of the First World War. The settlements were seriously flawed.
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U.S. President Woodrow Wilson, photographed during his attendance at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. Wilson’s own proposal for peace, the “Fourteen Points “, had been announced as early as January 1918, but had met with little enthusiasm from the Allies.
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The Depression 1929 – 1939


The First World War was expensive, not just in manpower but also in money. Combatant powers had diverted huge sums into the war effort, boosting armaments production but neglecting more peaceful industries. Traditional trading patterns were upset, stockpiles of raw materials run down and factory machinery overused. Despite a boom in 1919–20 as countries scrambled to replace material used up during the war, the world economy soon began to suffer. Countries that had over-produced to meet the demands of conflict suddenly found that they had a surplus on their hands; this led to recession as prices fell on glutted markets. In addition, countries such as Britain and France were saddled with enormous war debts, chiefly to the U.S.A. while the imposition of reparations on Germany by the terms of the Versailles Treaty left a vacuum in the middle of Europe. The Germans had little incentive to produce wealth that merely went into the pockets of the victors.


By 1923 the German Mark had fallen dramatically in value, from 275 to the U.S. dollar in May 1922 to 16,667 to the dollar a year later, and an international conference, triggered largely by a Franco-Belgian occupation of the Ruhr to seize debt-payments in kind, introduced a revised repayment scheme in 1924 (the Dawes Plan). Initially, this appeared to work, but the benefits could not last. In April 1930 the Young Plan tried to reschedule reparations yet again, but with German unemployment rising alarmingly, there was little choice but to cancel the debt entirely. This was done at the Lausanne Conference in July 1932. Britain and France, still under obligation to repay their war debts to the U.S.A., grew increasingly resentful, raising tariff barriers against the import of American goods and suffering the consequences when U.S. import tariffs were introduced in retaliation.


In such circumstances, the countries that should have been controlling the world economy were too weak and divided to do so effectively. This became apparent in the late 1920s, when the world economy virtually collapsed, heralding a period of high unemployment and social unrest known as “the Depression”. The first signs appeared in the U.S.A. where, on 24 October 1929 (“Black Thursday”), the New York stock exchange ceased to function. Share prices, pushed up to unnatural heights by speculation, suddenly fell, leading to panic as investors tried desperately to sell before the shares became completely worthless. Much of the speculation had been financed by bank loans and, as the banks called in the debts, companies collapsed and money bcame difficult to raise. Prices of commodities fell as no-one could afford to buy, leading to hardship in the commodity-producing countries. As exports declined, countries tried to escape the spiral by borrowing money from international banks, only to find that their new debts often canceled out declining national profits. Money that should have been used for domestic industry or welfare, countering the effects of unemployment now that traditional methods of production had collapsed, had to be diverted, making the social problems worse. By 1932, unemployment in Germany was affecting more than 25 percent of the workforce, and the figures for Britain and the U.S.A. were not far behind.
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With little chance of international co-operation, it had to be left to individual countries to deal with the Depression. In the U.S.A. Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President in 1932 on the basis of a “New Deal” that involved increased government interference in economic matters, while in both Britain and France there was a dramatic swing to the political right, characterized by restrictions on wages and government spending. Similar policies were introduced in Italy and, after Hitler’s rise to power in 1933, in Germany, enhancing the appeal of fascism. It was an unforeseen, long-term consequence of the First World War.
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Unemployed Americans line up for cheap food in Bryant Park, New York in 1931. Many farmers finding that they no longer had a market for their produce, destroyed it – though thousands of jobless Americans found themselves reduced to destitution and want. Similar scenes could be viewed throughout the west.




“We are at the dead season of our fortunes. Our power of feeling or caring beyond the immediate questions of our own material well-being is temporarily eclipsed.”


J.M. Keynes, British Economist







Communism and Fascism 1917 – 1934


The most important European state to be excluded from the peace settlement of 1919–23 was Russia. The reasons were simple: the Bolshevik (Communist) Revolution of 1917 had led to a separate treaty between Russia and Germany at Brest-Litovsk in March 1918, while the First World War was still being fought elsewhere, and the spread of communist ideas into eastern Europe and Germany after the war led to fears among the other powers. By the early 1920s, Russia was regarded as a “pariah” state, to be contained and marginalized.


This was not difficult to do. In the aftermath of the revolution, Russia had dissolved into civil war. Although Allied troops were sent to support the “White” factions against the communist “Reds”, the latter’s victory by mid-1920 led to Allied withdrawal. A Polish attack on Russia was similarly defeated by the Red Army, allowing Lenin to consolidate his power. He created the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1922 and gave precedence to domestic affairs, designed to increase economic strength of the state. When he died in 1924, a power struggle ensued, and it was not until 1929 that Joseph Stalin emerged as undisputed leader.


Stalin concentrated on building “socialism in one country”, aiming to force Soviet industry to catch up with that of the capitalist West. His creation of collective farms and a succession of Five-Year Plans to improve heavy industry led to enormous human suffering – it is estimated, for example, up to 10 million peasants died during enforced collectivization – but Soviet industry did improve in the 1930s. By then, Stalin had begun to show a greater interest in international affairs, raising the spectre in many European minds of a spread of communism, destroying the existing instruments of government and condemning the people to the sort of hardship associated with left-wing totalitarianism.


But communism was not the only form of extreme politics to emerge during the inter-war period. As early as October 1922 in Italy, Benito Mussolini, leader of the Fasci di Combattimento (or Fascist Party) had seized power by marching on Rome. His mixture of charismatic oratory and authoritarian, right-wing policies appealed to many in Europe, especially those who feared the spread of communism and deplored the weakness of existing democratic governments, not least in their inability to deal effectively with post-war economic crises. This was particularly the case in Germany, where pro-communist groups had tried to seize power as early as 1919 and the newly-created Weimar Republic had been blamed for both economic hardship and the severity of the Versailles peace settlement. In 1923 Adolf Hitler, leader of the small National Socialist German Workers’ (Nazi) Party, attempted a coup in Bavaria that led to his imprisonment and drew attention to his right-wing ideals. These ideals were further disseminated through his book Mein Kampf (“My Struggle”), written while he was in prison. His emphasis on the need to restore German “greatness”, principally through overthrowing the Weimar Republic, ridding the country of Jews and other “non-Aryans” and defying the terms of Versailles, began to gain popularity in the early 1930s as Germany virtually collapsed under the economic crisis of the Depression.


The Nazis won substantial gains in the 1932 elections, becoming the largest single party in the Reichstag (parliament), and on 30 January 1933 Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. Once in power, he moved swiftly to impose his rule, arresting political opponents and gaining unprecedented rights for himself and his party. By August 1934, when he assumed the title of Führer (“Leader”), the Nazis had created a dictatorship. Laws were enacted against the Jews, censorship imposed and rival political parties banned. These were not unpopular policies. At the same time, Hitler began to look for ways to reverse the Versailles settlement. It was the beginning of the road to renewed war in Europe.
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Adolf Hitler photographed with General Ludendorff in 1923. The support of such eminent figures lent much credibility to the Nazi movement.




“It is blood that moves the wheels of history.”


Benito Mussolini c.1919
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Sino–Japanese Rivalry SEPTEMBER 1931 – DECEMBER 1941


Reasons for Sino-Japanese rivalry pre-dated World War I, reflecting both the weakness of China and, in the aftermath of Japanese victory over the Russians in 1904–05, the growing strength of Japan. China, riven by civil strife and dominated by outside powers such as Britain, the U.S.A. and Germany, which enjoyed unprecedented rights over Chinese trade and occupied key ports, suffered a revolution in 1911. Led by Sun Yet-sen, this took power away from the last of the Manchu emperors but soon found itself opposed by local warlords, who defied any attempt at central government. When Sun died in 1925, his National Party (Kuomintang) became much more militaristic and, led by Chiang Kai-shek, began to extend its influence by force. At the same time, communism emerged as an alternative political philosophy, put forward most effectively by Mao Tse-tung in south-central China in the late 1920s. Gaining support from the enormous peasant class, the communists posed a threat to Kuomintang control, leading to campaigns against them by Chiang in the early 1930s. By then, China was virtually ungovernable.


Such weakness attracted Japanese attention. Being an island nation, Japan depended for much of its economic power on imports of raw materials and exports of finished products to docile markets. China offered both. During World War I, Japan seized German assets and bases in China and, at the post-war peace conference, received international backing for their retention, much to the dismay of the Chinese delegation, which refused to sign the Versailles Treaty. This isolated China from world politics, allowing the Japanese to extend their economic influence unopposed. By the later 1920s, certain factions in Japan, led by the military, responded to the collapse of Chinese political control by arguing that it was in Japanese interests to seize the raw materials and markets it needed. On 30 September 1931, Japanese troops marched into Manchuria, completing their occupation of the province by early February 1932 having encountered little Chinese military resistance. Such was the popularity of the conquest in Japan that the military faction began to dominate domestic policies, fueled by a widespread feeling that Japan had been unfairly treated by the international community. In response to the invasion of Manchuria, Japan was widely condemned (although no other action was taken against her). Believing that her fate lay in her own hands, Japan withdrew from the League of Nations in February 1933, and, three years later, forged an alliance (the Anti-Comintern Pact) with Germany. On 5 June 1937, a new pro-military government took power in Tokyo. In July 1937, Japanese forces responded to a relatively minor clash with Chinese troops at the Marco Polo Bridge outside Peking by invading northern China, occupying Tientsin on 30 July and Peking itself on 8 August. A few days later fighting broke out in Shanghai and, as the Japanese poured in reinforcements, a major war developed. It was to continue until August 1945.
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