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Introduction

				For more than 10 years, millions of readers have trusted the bestselling Everything® series for expert advice and important information on writing topics ranging from plot and scenes to characters and dialogue. Packed with the most recent, up-to-date data, these Everything® writing books help you get over your writer’s block, develop the story that you want, and create a book that you can publish. 

				The Everything® Writing Series books are concise guides, focusing on only the essential information you need to write the book that you’ve always dreamed of. Whether you’re looking for an overview of storyboarding, advice on starting a first draft, or suggestions for revising, there’s an Everything® writing book for you. 

				Plot Development for Romance Novels concentrates on helping you create the ideal plot for your romance novel. From the basic structure to the incorporation of a subplot and secondary characters, Plot Development for Romance Novels is a great quick reference to make sure your story becomes as sexy and thrilling as it can be.

				If you’d like to learn more about writing romance novels, check out The Everything® Guide to Writing a Romance Novel, available in print (978-1-59869-537-3) and eBook (978-1-60550-792-7) formats.

	
Basic Structure of a Romance Novel

				Forget the myth that writing a romance novel is easy. To the contrary, writing a compelling, saleable romance novel is just as difficult as writing any other form of fiction, maybe even more so since the romance market is so highly competitive. To succeed in the genre, you’ll need to know the fundamentals of good novel writing — how to create hooks and plot points that grab your reader’s attention. Then you’ll need to know how to make your romance stand out from the crowd.


				

What Makes a Romance a Romance?

				So, what makes a romance a romance? A romance novel requires two basic components: a central love story and a Happily Ever After (HEA) for the two main characters. But is it that simple? Well, yes. And no.



				All forms of popular fiction will likely contain a romance for the main character. The difference, however, between a romance novel and other types of fiction is that the developing romantic relationship will always be front and center in a romance.

				Romances are defined by their tone as well as by their focus. Imagine for a moment that you want to write a novel with the following story line:

                
				A few days before an English Lit professor is to present a recently discovered handwritten first draft of a Pulitzer Prize–winning short story by a deceased American author at a literary symposium, the author’s only child — who also happens to be the professor’s ex-wife — appears on the scene with two bombshells. The first is that their quickie divorce in Costa Rica five years earlier wasn’t quite legal. The second is that the manuscript purportedly written by her father is a fraud.

                

				The basic plotline could work as a romance or as a mystery. What determines its type is its focus and tone.


				
Focus

				Focus refers to the emphasis you place on certain details of your novel. For a romance novel, the focus would be on the romantic relationship between your two main characters. After all, romance novels can have a variety of subplots but these books are ultimately about the romance itself.



				


				Alert

				One of the biggest challenges facing a new author is in keeping the focus firmly placed on the romantic relationship between the main characters. An easy way to maintain that focus is to restrict your use of subplots to those that support the romantic conflict.





				In the example given here, the novel becomes a romance when the focus of the story is placed on the renewed romance between the professor and his ex-wife — now, his current wife who wants them to get back together. Tension is heightened with the addition of a deadline — the heroine will only have a week or so to win back her hero before the arrival of the new divorce papers. The forged manuscript is relegated to a subplot that supports the romance. Because the hero authenticated the forged manuscript — and because the heroine will challenge that authentication once he makes an official announcement at the symposium — the potential for conflict in their romantic relationship is high.
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