




Turn Up the Heath!

He's been lauded as one of the best breakout stars of 2000 and likened to such Aussie hunks as Mel Gibson and Russell Crowe. But Heath Ledger is just warming up! With new hit movies likeA Knight's TaleandFour Feathers,this talented hottie continues to sizzle. But the actor's easy charm and incredible good looks are only the beginning of his story, of course. Did you know:


	
Heath was named after Heathcliff, the male protagonist of the novelWuthering Heights?


	Heath set a course for Sydney with only sixty-nine cents to his name?

	Heath is an avid amateur photographer, and keeps journals of poetry?






InThe Heath Is On!you'll read all about this, as well as Heath's family life, friendships, hobbies, goals, and more—even his zodiac sign and best love matches! This cutie from Down Under is totally tops!
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For Ian and Mandy





Introduction:

Ten Things We Love About Heath!


1 A Birth in Perth


2 Road Trip!


3 Roar!


4 Can't Take My Eyes Off of You


5 Joining the Revolution


6 A Knight in Shining Armor


7 Looking into the Crystal Ball


8 Take Five


9 Twenty-five Tasty Tidbits


10 Are You the Girl for Heath?


11 Animal Magnetism


12 The Ultimate Heath Ledger Quiz!


13 Keeping Heath in Site
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What is it about Heath Ledger that makesyouwant to ROAR? Is it his sexy Australian accent? How about his perfectly sculpted bod? Maybe you just fancy a guy who remains totally laid back and modest, despite stealingThe Patriotspotlight from film legend Mel Gibson, starring in the huge summer 2001 releaseA Knight's Tale,and appearing on the covers of countless magazines.

The truth is, there are lots of reasons to love Heath Ledger. These are only the top ten.

1. That Accent!

In 2000, Heath found himself being photographed forPeoplemagazine's annual Sexiest Man issue. He was included in a section that showed the most gorgeous Australian blokes of stage and screen, sharing the honor with fellow countrymen Mel Gibson and Russell Crowe. But of all the Australian hotties, it was Heath who seemed to be the most easily identifiable as a honey from Down Under—especially since he's the one with the thickest native accent. AsPeopleso aptly put it, “Despite putting on an American accent forThe Patriot[Heath] has the thickest Aussie accent around—even thicker than a pint of Foster's beer.”

2. That Face!

Heath's not exactly your traditional matinee idol. His hair's not perfect, his nose hasn't been chiseled down by some Hollywood plastic surgeon, and he's been known to have a blemish now and again. But there isn't a person alive who can deny that Heath Ledger really is drop-dead gorgeous. As Shekhar Kapur, Heath's director in the upcoming filmFour Feathersputs it, “He's sexy— not traditionally handsome, but there is something there in those eyes of his. . . . You can see that Heath's a person who understands a bit more about life—and has thought a bit more about it than just being a kid with an interesting face.”

Some say Heath's charisma comes from his genuine smile, others say it's his laughing eyes that almost close to a squint when he grins. But whatever it is that makes Heath Ledger gorgeous, it certainly registers on camera. As Brian Helgeland, the writer and director ofA Knight's Tale,toldVanity Fairmagazine, “When Heath smiles, it's Errol Flynn. Once every fifty years a guy like that comes along. For his age, Heath has an incredible manliness about him.”

3. That Body!

It takes a man with a lot of muscles to carry a heavy suit of armor around all day—and Heath was definitely up to the task when he played William inA Knight's Tale. But Heath hasn't earned that bodacious bod hanging out in the gym; he's built his muscles the old-fashioned way—outdoors, playing sports. In high school, Heath was a major sportsman, focusing his talents on field hockey (it's a huge guys' sport in the land Down Under!). Heath also loves to run, and had worked himself up to a good hour and a half a day at one point. But lately, with his busy schedule, he's had to settle for some quick crunches and chin-ups when he needs to stay in shape.

4. His Amazing Sense of Style

When Heath's acting, he puts his own vanity aside and does what he has to do to physically become the character he's portraying, whether that means dying his hair dark and letting it grow long like he did to play Patrick inTen Things I Hate About You,or sporting a threecornered hat for his role as a Revolutionary War hero inThe Patriot.But in real life, Heath has a unique sense of style that's fun, sexy, and totally himself. When he's on his own with friends, Heath says he's most comfortable just putting on a pair of blue jeans. But don't be fooled— when he needs to put his best foot forward, Heath cleans up really well! At the premiere ofThe Patriot,Heath sported Gucci sandals with his brown Henry Duarte suit. It was a fashion risk for sure, but the open-toed shoes were totally comfortable, so Heath went for it. The result was a look that made Heath happy—and even pleased the notoriously crankyE!fashion police, who declared, “We'd join this suave soldier's revolution anytime!”

(Note to theE!fashionistas: Get in line— there are about a million girls out there who are ahead of you!)

5. He Doesn't Have Any Star Attitude!

Heath's never really had to struggle to succeed in the film business. In 1995, at age 16, he graduated from high school and took a drive across his home country of Australia to try his luck at stardom in Sydney. Less than one year later he'd scored a lead role on the Australian TV showSweat,and was on his way to a huge career. Now here it is only six years later, and Heath finds himself sharing the screen with the likes of Mel Gibson inThe Patriotand Hollywood “It Girl” Kate Hudson inFour Feathers. Heath seems to take it all in stride, remaining the unpretentious funny man from Down Under he's always been.

In fact, although he's given the chance to go to plenty of Hollywood parties and premieres, Heath is far more likely to be found driving around with friends, mountain climbing, or surfing.

“[When you're in L.A.] you don't have to go to parties. You can live in the lower canyon and live a perfectly healthy fun life with friends,” Heath insisted toNewsweek. “You have to create a lifestyle for yourself.”

As Mel Gibson puts it, “Heath possesses an unlikely combination: He has incredible presence, yet he has no pretensions.”

6. He's a Total Romantic!

“I love love stories,” Heath recently admitted to theL.A. Times.That shouldn't come as a surprise to anyone who knows that Heath Ledger was actually named for one of the most romantic characters in all literature—Heathcliff fromWuthering Heights.Still, this romantic man admits he has yet to find his own true love— although he's definitely looking. Anyone out there volunteering for the job?

7. He's Not Just an Actor,

He's a Singer, Too.

What woman can resist a guy with a great voice? In any band, it's the singer who gets the girls, right? Well, if you're more in the market for a singer than an acting sensation, Heath's still the guy for you. Consider this: That really was Heath crooning out “Can't Take My Eyes Off of You” inTen Things I Hate About You.In fact, his voice is so good, the director had to ask him to mess up on purpose for the film. This musical man also plays guitar and bongos! Is it any wonder then that Heath is a huge fan of old-time movie musicals, or that he lists Gene Kelly, the famous tap dancer and singer, as one of his idols?

8. He's Got a Great Sense of Humor!

Usually that kind of compliment is reserved for guys who are less than gorgeous, but as we've already determined, Heath is gorgeous. So it's just an added treat that he's also so much fun to be around. His sense of humor is wry and playful, and he's been known to pull a few practical jokes on the set from time to time. This habit made him a personal favorite of Mel Gibson, who is known in the movie biz as the king of the practical joke. We guess you could say that in the case ofThe Patriot,it really was like father, like son.

But Heath's sense of humor has gotten him into some trouble. He once joked to a chat audience that his full name was Heath Andrew Rufus Gregory Fitzpatrick Peter Bob Ledger the Third. Before long, that was the way his name was posted on Internet sites all over the world.

For the record, his name is simply Heath Andrew Ledger.

9. He's Sooo Sensitive

Unlike many guys who are afraid to drop their macho image and reveal the sensitive man within, Heath freely admits to being a sentimental artist with a true gentle side. He recently told a chat audience that he spends a great deal of his free time writing poetry in his journal— often combining those poems with his sketches and photographs. “I have books I write my poetry in and I also take a lot of photos and I kind of combine the two so it's a sort of visual poem diary,” he explained.

Writing poetry isn't easy. You really have to take the time to look within yourself to come up with meaningful words to put on paper. Perhaps that's why poetry is the perfect outlet for the naturally introspective Heath. After all, he's totally at home sitting by himself on a beach or in the mountains, absorbing the nature around him, and letting his mind wander freely, giving him the inspiration he needs to write his next poem—or simply to find the inner peace he so often craves.

10. He Cares About the Planet

Nothing's sexier than a guy who cares about keeping the Earth clean for animals and people. As far as Heath is concerned, nothing any of us does is going to matter at all if there isn't a planet to leave to future generations.

Having grown up in Perth, a place Heath describes as having “clear blue skies and crystal blue oceans for miles—paradise,” it's no wonder that he's into environmental causes. Heath's so into cleaning up the oceans, the land, and the air, that when asked to list his ten favorite things, number two on his list (after his family) was “The ground.” As he explained to the chat audience, “I love the ground to lay on. I love a clean Earth.”

Heath's father, Kim, explained his son's love of all God's creatures toVanity Fairmagazine. “Heath doesn't want to squash an ant. He worries about everything from an insect dying, downward. He's very soft inside.”

A man who's strong on the outside but soft on the inside—could anything be more perfect?




If reading all of that makes you wonder if Heath Ledger isn't just the most perfect guy in the whole universe, you're not alone. Millions of fans around the world are discovering this Australian hottie, and recognizing him for the sensitive, funny, romantic guy he is. And of course, the money men in Hollywood are listening to the sighs of Heath's fans. They compare him to the late Hollywood action star Steve Mc-Queen, or to his fellow Aussie, Mel Gibson.

But Heath isn't having any of that. He considers himself a regular bloke who's perfectly happy just being himself. “If you start believing in that stuff, you start thinking you're a star,” he toldEntertainment Weekly.

But of course, Heathisa star. And nothing he says or does can change that fact. Still, Heath is right in one respect. He really can't be compared to any other actor, living or dead. Heath Ledger stands alone, as his own man.

So just how did Heath find his way to the upper stratosphere of stardom? To begin with, you'll have to take a trip to the land Down Under, where his journey began. . . .
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