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Introduction

As Christ followers, we sometimes forget the power of an open door to a lost world. Using our homes as a missional extension of living out our faith in the true model of the Great Commission might be challenging in our fast-paced, nonstop lives, but it’s not impossible. As with anything though, if our hearts are not in the right place, we will struggle with having the right perspective and priorities for the gifts we’ve been given. Having a home that is always open and available is key to living in community with others and being missional in our thinking.

Instead of feeling that our homes should be immaculate or professionally decorated before we allow neighbors and strangers in, what if we could learn to be honest with others about our lived-in spaces and bring them in to our homes anyway, to live life together? In the pages that follow, you will find practical living tips to help you feel more confident in keeping your home available to others. My prayer is that you will find encouragement and inspiration to let the Holy Spirit overflow from your heart into your home and out into your community. Letting our guard down and opening our doors to connect with people allows us to love others as Jesus did.
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What Is Biblical Hospitality?

Love is not an abstract theory we only talk about, but a way of life demonstrated through our loving deeds.

—Larry Dugger

Early Church Example


And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. Acts 2:42–47



This passage clearly teaches us that the fellowship that the early church believers devoted themselves to included the teaching of the apostles, gathering together and breaking bread, and praying. They lived life together, sharing where one had a need, watching God move in their midst, and praising Him daily. They received and shared their meals alongside one another, and the Lord grew their numbers as they lived in this manner through souls being saved and lives changed.

While this early model can’t quite be replicated in our society today, we can at least be more intentional with how and where we spend our resources. When I say resources, I’m not just speaking of money, but also of our time and energy and talents. My heart’s passion is for each of us to look beyond the living of this daily life in the messy here and now, and live life for the kingdom.

Space for the Spirit to Move

Kingdom living requires a view of the future. It requires creating space for God to move and for me to slow. It’s ironic that with all the technology and advancements we have seen through the years, we have not actually slowed down. We are not content to achieve the same amount of work in less time. Rather, we have inverted that concept and declared that every available amount of time needs to be squeezed and wrung out to its maximum capability. And herein lies the problem. When we pack the schedule so tight there’s no room to breathe, and add to the to-do list faster than we check things off, we eventually break down under the pressure.

It’s sad really, but we’ve managed to reduce our lives to a series of objectives. When we occasionally find success, we wonder what’s next. We ask, what should I do with myself now? Scary, right?

What if, instead, we were to create enough margin—space, really—in our schedules, our hearts, and our homes that if a friend called and had a need, we could easily shut down what we are doing and could go take care of it. If someone called and needed prayer, we wouldn’t worry about the interruption to our schedules, but would rather be grateful for the opportunity to take a friend before the throne of God.
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What if, friends, we were to shift our priorities so that we spend a morning just deep diving into God’s word, meditating, reading and memorizing what He has to say to us and then praying for those we know need healing, restoration, and divine intervention?

Wouldn’t our lives look and feel different?

Moses came away from the presence of God with a glow about Him. People knew he had been with God, and he didn’t have to say a word. Seriously, read more in Exodus 34 and let the word impact you with the fact that Moses had to cover his face because he was literally shining from having been in the presence of God!

It may feel like you are a victim of your own schedule and that you are just trying to survive the demands put on you, the kids’ activities, and the work required to pay the bills. But you probably have more choice about how you spend your time than you think. The first step may be taking a moment to stop worrying about everything you think you have to do today, and instead consider all that God has blessed you with, all the ways He has provided above and beyond your needs.

You might not feel abundantly blessed today, but can I pose the following observation? If you are reading this book, whether in print form or on an e-reader, you are abundantly blessed. So many people around the world don’t have the luxury of time or resources to afford to be able to do even such a simple thing as reading a book.

Lest you feel like I’m preaching at you, please know that this is something I wrestle with all the time. I deal with the natural pressures to do more, be more, get more done on a daily basis. The only thing that brings me back to the true desires I have for myself, my family, my home, and my neighbors is the time I spend—really spend—alone with God each day. It changes everything about me, especially the way that I think. Whatever you do, don’t cut your time with God. It’s essential. It’s life-giving. It changes everything. So start with prioritizing time alone with God and noticing the abundance of what God has given you.


Whatever you do, don’t cut your time with God. It’s essential. It’s life-giving.

It changes everything.



Letting Go of Perfection

The next hurdle, at least for me, is overcoming perfectionism. I don’t like to do anything until I know I can do it perfectly. Anyone else?

Thanks to perfectionism, I have the gift of procrastination. Except it’s really not a gift. It’s the opposite, and it paralyzes any good intentions from ever becoming action. It paralyzes me, because when I look at a task that needs doing, I want to be all in and get it all done. This means that if I only have ten or fifteen minutes to get something done but I think it will take me an hour, I am not even going to start. The same holds true with inviting friends, neighbors, or especially strangers over. If I don’t have time to clean the house from top to bottom and inside to outside, then I won’t extend the invitation. I feel like I don’t have time to be a perfect host in a perfectly neat and clean home, so I don’t want to do it all.

I was recently challenged to consider that if something is worth doing, it’s worth doing badly. To be fair, my first reaction was quite negative. I bristled pretty hard at this concept because it flies in the face of doing all things well. What about Colossians 3:23: “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men”? I’ve always believed that meant I should present my very best efforts to God in all things. But I sat and listened a little while longer. We were at a newly formed board meeting for a nonprofit and the chairman shared these thoughts. As much as we want to do things “right” or “perfectly,” sometimes we must instead act with the information we have today and do the best we can or know how to do in that moment. Because if we wait for the perfect time, or the perfect way, we will wait forever, and nothing will get done. Maybe that Bible verse is more about our heart posture—about having our hearts in the right place in whatever we’re doing— than about perfection. I really sat with this concept long after this meeting was over, and I can tell you it is so impactful for me to remember this lesson. It’s really what I’m saying to you here today.


If we wait for the perfect time, or the perfect way, we will wait forever, and nothing will get done.
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• Do it anyway, whether you have it figured out or not.

• Do it anyway, whether you have all the space you need or not.

• Do it anyway, whether you can make a five-course meal or not.

• Do it anyway, whether you have matching dishes, glasses, and dinnerware or not.



A Missional Home

Biblical hospitality doesn’t require anything from us beyond a willingness to take anything that God has given us and present it as available for someone else. It requires an obedient heart and a willing spirit. It requires sacrificing time and energy for someone else. But the rewards, my friend, are so sweet. God provides magnificently when we start to take those steps of obedience. When we long to bring Him all the glory and praise, He rewards us immeasurably with just what we need for that day. He brings us new friends and gives us the opportunity to share a Gospel conversation with someone who just might need to hear about the goodness of God that leads men to repentance. There’s no joy like the joy of leading someone to the Lord.

But we have to position ourselves to be obedient. That’s why this book exists. Let’s declutter, clean, make a meal, and prepare our hearts, but let’s not wait until we have it all done perfectly to say “Yes” to God. Let’s not wait to invite our neighbors over for a cup of coffee, a tea party, or even breakfast.
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We’ve had so much fun entertaining in the past by hosting breakfast on a Saturday.

Throw some pancakes, maple syrup, and OJ out and enjoy a slow morning together. Breakfast doesn’t take forever to prepare, the ingredients are pretty inexpensive, and no one is awake enough to care how clean or unclean your home is. Starting small and simple is the best way to lay the foundation for a habit of hospitality.
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Having a heart that is in tune with the Father’s heart requires us to pursue His word and apply its truths. As we consistently, daily, show up and do the work, He fills us with His power and grace to see others as He sees them in our homes. We must see even our families in light of His grace. Our service to them in the daily laundry piles, breakfast making, and cleaning can easily become dull and dreary if we are not careful to recognize that each portion of our lives should be lived out in faithfulness to our purpose. We are here to send the Gospel to the four corners and bring glory to God, for “in him we live and move and have our being.”


God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. Acts 17:24–28



But sometimes we can get these things right but miss an even bigger opportunity that our hearts and homes can invest in—the missional opportunity of a home overflowing with the love of Christ.

Now don’t get me wrong. I know how busy we all are. I often call myself a multi-passionate creative, but let’s face it, I’m just crazy busy with all the things. I’m a wife, mom, author, speaker, musician, teacher, entrepreneur, homeschooler—should I keep going? But having a lot on my plate doesn’t cancel out the Great Commission. All these things are well and good and can actually help me continue to fulfill my purpose, but I am often guilty of governing my day by checklists and missing the opportunities to love people that God brings to me.

I have the tendency to take on too many things—even good things—and then become stressed out, unreasonable, and downright cranky. There’s a whole incident I call “Muffins for Jesus” . . .
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Hospitality in Scripture

And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. Genesis 18:1–5



I had the idea to bake fresh muffins and deliver them to visiting families the week after they came to our church. Everyone loved this idea and added to it! We even picked special boxes to serve them in and put stickers on the packages with the church name and logo. Who wouldn’t want a box of muffins? My problem is that many times I have these ideas, but then I feel it’s my job to execute them. That’s right, I’m terrible at delegating. The worst!

Hindsight being 20/20, I should have asked someone to volunteer to bake the muffins, or box the muffins, or buy the boxes or even print the labels. But I didn’t, and you can likely guess how Mondays went down at my house when my kids were little! Instead of having many hands support the work, it was just my own hands, and it seemed like every Monday the printer was jammed. Or one of the kids would be sick and I had to figure out how to get more boxes because we had more visitors than I had anticipated. There were so many muffins, and never once did I ask if someone else wanted to do it. In no time at all, I was grumpy, ill-tempered, and frustrated. No one knew how much I dreaded Mondays and those muffins. Eventually, I was so overwhelmed that I had to admit I needed help. I had been operating in my own strength and my flesh became weak.

OEBPS/Images/half.jpg
EXTRAORDI|N ;Y
#071/ all
for ORDINARY ¥ CHRISTIANS //





OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
EXJRAORDJN Y
Llall
for ORDINARY ¥ CHRISTIANS

A Radical Approach to Preparing
Your Heart & Home for
Gospel-Centered Community

Victoria Duerstock

Good%Books'
New York, New York





OEBPS/Images/f0001-01.jpg
1226






OEBPS/Images/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0007-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0005-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
EXJRAORDJNARY

A Radical Approach to Preparing
Your Heart & Home for
Gospel-Centered Community

2 Easy Recipes |
4\ plus Decluttering )/
\ & Design Tips
A A





