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What people are saying about


The First Sisters: Lilith and Eve


Lady Ashton has written a book worthy of attention. A timely study that places a new look at the women in civilization and society around the world rising to equality. Lady and I have shared our magick to benefit of equal power in the balance between woman and man. We have empowered ourselves from the history of priestesses that have come before us.
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Foreword


In Lady Haight-Ashton’s compelling historical and personal revisiting of the ancient fable of Lilith, the first created female, and her relationship with her younger sister, Eve, and the first created male known as Adam, the reader is carefully guided to tread the path of “What if?”


It has often been said that history is written by the winners. Those of us familiar with the “Herstory” of Spirituality of the Sacred Feminine are well aware of this propaganda ploy. Rather than acknowledging females as “real-life symbols of the Great Goddess, the Primordial Mother of all,” as did pre-biblical cultures, patriarchal-dominated religious dogma has for millennia continued to create, whether substantiated by fact or motivated by political advantage and power, ideological narratives portraying archetypal females: Goddesses, heroines, mothers or mystics, as of less status and worthy of less veneration than males.


Whether one believes that the Bible and its creation story of exactly what occurred and how it occurred in the Garden of Eden so long ago is myth or the literal word of God, Lady’s well-researched work offers us a glimpse into the impact on the human psyche that this potent scenario made in ancient JudeoChristian times, and thus the balance – or imbalance – of power between female and male that continues even in today’s world.


Lady asks us to consider: Was the old biblical story, changed or misinterpreted in translation, or purposely created as a tool to transform the ancient matriarchal belief system to dominate rather than venerate womanhood? By “demonizing” Lilith and making Eve (already not so subtly portrayed as less equal to Adam) the perpetrator of “original sin” in this widely circulated creation story, women in many cultures worldwide were disempowered and the destiny of womankind altered.


In reading The First Sisters: Lilith and Eve, we join Lady and all Goddess believers on this “Herstoric” journey to bring the Goddess back!


Blessed Be With Love From Salem,


Rev. Amy “Gypsy” Ravish HPs. WQ, Writer, entrepreneur, ritualist, recording artist





Preface


As a Sacred Dancer and choreographer, I was always fascinated with ancient Goddess mythologies. My eyes opened to many tales but the one that held me fast was that of Lilith. Then unexpectedly I received a visit from a representative of a well-established Hebrew organization. Several months before, I had choreographed a well-received dance to “Lilith” that I had performed in New York City and the surrounding areas. I was told that this organization wanted a video of my dance for their archives. Their mission was to compile everything available “about the demon Lilith”! Since my dance to Lilith was beautiful, I refused to give them a copy of my work. I was approached two more times and my answer was still “no.” Immediately after the third attempt I developed a fervent desire to write this book because the truth should be told. The First Sisters: Lilith and Eve is a thought provoking work that challenges the age-old stigmas that have plagued women for a millennium. My analysis and re-interpretation is uniquely compelling. I hope to inspire my readers to question the foothold these unbalanced stories had on the human psyche. The First Sisters: Lilith and Eve defies yet defines the dichotomy between the Sacred Feminine and the male gods as it takes the reader on a journey of awareness.


I want to sincerely thank my husband Iain who gave his love, patient support and belief in the mission of this book. And to all the members of Sacred Moon Coven and the Witchcraft community in Salem, Massachusetts who have sent their Magick and much needed encouragement throughout this process.


Let The First Sisters: Lilith and Eve turn the patriarchal belief system upside.


Blessings,


Lady Haight-Ashton





Introduction


Was it just a word here or a word there in a very old biblical story that was changed or misinterpreted in translation altering the Feminine hierarchy’s destiny?


The First Sisters: Lilith and Eve questions biblical myths from many directions.


It was said in the beginning, in a garden called Eden, that woman was created at the same time as man, and not from his rib. A first female created equal to stand as a first “partner” not a “wife.” She was a person so troublesome that she vanishes from her rightful place in civilization’s mythological legends in place of Eve, the first “wife.” What if this story was meant to be told another way and it was this “female” as Lilith who was created first, before Adam?


With her younger sister Eve’s story heralding the future of all womankind, Lilith and her story stands alone as a testament to the Sacred Feminine and man’s fear of the mysteries that lie within her. I believe Lilith’s story of “disobedience” marked a transition in our ancestors’ thinking. Her defiance of Adam and subsequent banishment proclaimed a change that crept slowly into the world. It was a change so powerful that it threatened the very core of ancient beliefs. In many cultures positions of dominance switched as women were no longer valued on top or regarded as equal, but relegated to the bottom. With the additional legend of Eve’s hereditary guilt to secure the transformation, the ancient matriarchal belief system was turned upside down.


Which inevitably brings us Lilith and Eve with their story as two sides of the same coin. Feminine empowerment and restraint. My purpose is not to re-tell an ancient story with a modern interpretation, but to invoke an “awakening.” How potent is the power of suggestion through biblical words and how important those words were on the plight of womankind in the ancient Christian world and beyond …


Lilith stands both as an icon to the downtrodden and an inspiration to the nonconformist that lurks in the minds of each of us. Her memory summons our fears as it sparks our motivation to experience life to the fullest without restraint or boundaries. She epitomizes freedom. Eve on the other hand shows us something different. Does she submit to temptation or not? History relives Eve’s choice and the subsequent punishment of women through the ages. But how ironic that the cursed “apple” should ultimately become the staple of every happy normal family in the standard “apple pie”; but there are other thoughts on the Eve scenario. One is that it wasn’t an apple at all but a pomegranate which is thought to be an aphrodisiac! And second, that the serpent was Lilith and she was simply reminding Eve of their sisterly connection. Their stories are different but they intertwine and together they define a compelling aspect of the Sacred Feminine.


If Lilith was allowed her rightful place, would her story and the plight of women have been non-existent? Thus, by stimulating these controversial and thought-provoking myths, I hope to take my readers on a journey of liberation.


One cannot begin to understand the ancient creation myths of Lilith and her sister Eve or their impact on civilizations’ existence without first delving into the “real beginning” when societies of the pre-biblical Matriarchal era regarded females as the real-life symbols of the Great Goddess, the Primordial Mother of all.


As a necessary cover for the patriarchal authority to hide their fears, and as with her sister Eve, Lilith’s story became one of the tools that would help control women’s sexuality and thinking for thousands of years. Here was the dark unspoken cloud that must be hidden to be controlled. Lilith (Lili, Lilin. Lillake, Lilite. Lillet, Lamia) Temptress, Leader and Wise Woman, Goddess of the unknown you represent to your daughters the fundamental strength and determination of opportunity, freedom and sexual power and the attainment of knowledge. Sacred Divinity lives on in her image. Plus, her story further intrigues with the marriage of Lilith and Samael. From ancient texts beginning with Rabbi Isaac be Jacob ha-Kohen’s “Treatise on the Left Emanation” and further references I share my research within the Kabbalah and other biblical texts including the Kabbalistic Demonology. I want my readers to understand the darkness that surrounds Lilith’s image but to transcend it and embrace her amazing lightness.


The divorce of Lilith and Adam becomes final. As the ancient story unfolds, since Eve was formed out of Adam’s rib, she was not his equal. Now there would be no doubt of her dependence, and the embarrassing question of feminine rights might never be raised again.


How can one fully comprehend the course that Lilith and Eve’s story had on the female destiny as it traveled through the ages without also mentioning their sisters the Temple Priestess and her counterpart the Sacred Prostitute? As seers, sages, saints and sinners these women left their impact on history. In this chapter I discuss the earthly predecessors and successors to Lilith and Eve, the Priestess and her long reign that spanned every culture and era. Along with the Sacred Prostitute as her alter ego they influenced and enhanced the worship and beliefs of many different ancient societies. My intention is simply to create a thought provoking work. The story of the Temple Priestess and that of the Sacred Prostitute is just one thread in the story of Lilith and Eve’s influence on society. As myths and stories traveled through the centuries their meanings altered as belief systems and political climates changed. And the pendulum swings back and forth on the myth or reality of these controversial women. They are the characters of dark tales whose images shake up our complacent realities.


Is their story myth or reality or both? Throughout history these women have been portrayed as sinners, saints and everything in between. They were also seers and sages. At times of great ritual and celebration these women channeled Divinity’s ecstasy into their souls as the earthy representatives of the Goddess. I hope to acknowledge their prodigious value as wise women who aroused the Divine essence of the Sacred Feminine in their followers.


Lilith the original Serpent Goddess threads her way into many ancient mythologies. Inanna confronted her serpentine image in the deep recesses of Hades … yet that moment helped catapult Inanna to her ultimate awakening and rebirth. And the thread of Lilith’s imprint manifests in Crete and Delphi. This chapter opens an in-depth discussion of this spiraling tread and the Serpent Goddesses and their Priestesses who kept birthing Lilith’s energy.


With the retelling of Lilith and Eve’s myth, I invoke an awakening of the different sexual balance between female and male that could have been.


Lilith and Eve’s message is passionate and rousing. I offer the readers charms, spells, meditations, invocations, rituals and prayers for men and women to channel Sacred Divinity in the guise of Lilith and Eve. Their message is passionate and rousing.


The world has been out of balance for a long time and so have we as humans. Male authoritarian religions have weighed down the Feminine. Let us come together and embrace both aspects within each of us, not as opposing but mirror images of each other. Perhaps as it was really meant to be. The ancient Yin to the Yang symbols of female and male are two circles within a never-ending spiral. It shows a symbol that is separate yet intertwined and balanced within. Acknowledging the Goddess as the Sacred Feminine and understanding the positive aspects of Lilith and Eve’s story will help to right that balance. These two sisters with their “so-called” outspoken and rebellious acts should be viewed differently. Their actions should be regarded as a candid reminder to keep the Feminine hierarchy alive. We need to awaken.


When referencing Talmudic mythology, I found this noteworthy quote:




When studying the various teachings in the Talmud about demons, one immediately discovers references to the name Lilith. This is significant because today, the New Age movement speaks of “Lilith rising.” Lilith is equated with a “first Eve,” the feminine dark side of the divine and goddesses such as Isis, Astarte, the Black Madonna or Queen of Demons and other false gods. The myth of Lilith is a gnostic perversion of the Biblical account of Creation and Adam and Eve.1





The First Sisters: Lilith and Eve is a gateway to a provocative awakening.


Endnotes


1.  http://watch.pairsite.com/HRtalmud.html





Chapter 1


In the Beginning – The Rise and Fall of the Sacred Feminine


From the first stirrings of human evolution our ancestors’ memories became their stories, and our legends and myths. This vast cornucopia of ancient recollections and tales were recorded throughout time with body gestures, the first spoken sounds, in drawings and words etched into stone, written on parchment, painted on walls, vessels and animal skins, and carved upon monuments and tombs. Ancient records that awaken our quest again and again to unravel and understand the meaning of our existence, thus defined the principles and traditions of all civilizations for thousands of years. We have tales that vary immensely in their telling, but whose basis remains the same as each vainly attempts to answer the one overwhelming question, how did it all begin?


Thus, the abundance of creation myths became the foundation for varied stories that have run rampant in every culture and civilization. Each ancient tale usually follows a similar format whereby a Supreme Creator, either female or male, triggers a chain of events that results in the creation of the world. The well-known Hebrew-Christian myth that most of the so called “civilized” world ascribed to for millennia up to the present held on to a singular Supreme Being in the role of a male/father image. This male God took seven days to create our world and worked completely alone. Yet many other recorded beliefs recognized the importance of a Matriarchal figure and favored both a Mother and Father collaboration with the Mother usually doing most of the creating. The Aborigines of Australia’s creation myth began when the Father of all Spirits awoke the Sun Mother who then created the lushness of the earth and later all of its creature inhabitants. It is said that she spoke to her birds and animals and fish and told them to live in peace while enjoying the fruits of the earth. Yet in other cultures such as the Japanese, creation began as an egg that burst forth as the earth with the Goddess Izanami later giving birth to the Sun and Moon. The influence of the feminine archetype as an egg is also prevalent in Greek mythology when the goddess of the night, Nyx, births Eros the god of love, from the primordial egg; the pieces of the shell becoming the Earth Goddess Gaia and the Sky God Uranus. Once again we have a collaboration of sorts with a very strong feminine element.


Once more the recurring theme plays out as the sky above is manifested and the earth below populated with creatures both animal and human, Grandmothers and Grandfathers to all peoples within a specific cultural format and timeframe.
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