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  To my son, Sammy. May he practice the best traits that Michael Jordan has to offer.




  FOREWORD




  COMEDIAN GEORGE CARLIN ONCE SAID, “I’m always relieved when someone delivers a eulogy and I realize that I’m listening to it.” I felt that way when Pat Williams asked me to write the foreword to this book of quotations about Michael Jordan. This is, of course, not a eulogy—the man is still very much alive.




  I’m relieved, you see, because Michael is retired, and I’m 99.5 percent sure that this retirement will last. For almost twenty years it’s been my formidable (read impossible) job to devise ways to stop Michael, first as a player and later as the head coach of the Orlando Magic. My experience taught me that MJ could not be stopped. He could only be contained—and by contained I mean the satisfaction of holding him to fewer than thirty points or short of a triple-double. One consolation is that my frustration was shared by every player and coach Michael faced. In my opinion, shared by many, we were all the admiring victims of the greatest player who ever laced ’em up.




  I have played and coached at basketball’s highest level and have competed against the greatest NBA legends. Michael Jordan transcends them all. I believe that my friend Pat Williams is probably the foremost authority on Michael Jordan and has captured the heart of a true champion. Through his research and personal interviews it is safe to say that Pat knows more about Michael than MJ’s mother Deloris.




  Let me tell you it’s much more enjoyable reading quotations about Michael than it is spending sleepless nights working on a defense to shut him down. When you’re finished reading this book, you’ll have a clear idea about how Michael Jordan became the greatest NBA player of all time.




  —Doc Rivers




  NBA analyst for ABC-TV
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  INTRODUCTION




  WHEN I DECIDED TO write How to Be Like Mike (Health Communications, 2001), I thought, This will be easy. After all, I had watched him as a collegian at North Carolina and witnessed his stunning NBA career from start to finish (to finish, to finish, to finish). You may remember him not only as the one who led the Chicago Bulls to six NBA championships, but also as the player who (almost) couldn’t retire.




  Once I became fully involved in the project, I could identify with Mike. I read every book, newspaper, and magazine article about MJ that I could get my hands on. I then interviewed more than fifteen hundred players, coaches, scouts, referees, owners, executives, trainers, sportswriters, sportscasters, photographers, agents, and fans. Like Mike, I just couldn’t bring myself to quit. The result of this effort was a massive library of Jordan information.




  How to Be Like Mike summarized the finest attributes of this extraordinary man. I was able to relate his focus, energy, industry, perseverance, responsibility, influence, competitiveness, teamwork, leadership, respect, and character. If I included all the wonderful stories I gleaned, the result would have been the War and Peace of sports books. I tried to shoehorn as much as I could into that 320-page book, but was still left with a ton of indispensable material about MJ. I am truly pleased that TowleHouse Publishing has given me the opportunity to share these great insights from and about Michael Jordan.




  Finally, the most frequently asked question I get about him is, “Will there ever be another player like Michael Jordan?” I answer quickly and emphatically, “No.” As you read these quotes and reflect on his achievements, I truly believe you’ll find yourself agreeing with me.




  —Pat Williams




  ACCOMPLISHMENT




  1. Even now, when people ask me about my greatest thrill being the shot against Georgetown to win the NCAA title, I still think to myself that my greatest accomplishment really is the Most Valuable Player award I got when my Babe Ruth League team won the state baseball championship. That was the first big thing I accomplished in my life, and you always remember the first. I batted something like .500 and hit five home runs in seven games and pitched a one-hitter to get us to the championship game.1




  2. Take small steps. Don’t let anything trip you up. All those steps are like pieces of a puzzle. They come together to form a picture.2




  




  AGING




  3. Johnny, you’ve got to let me know if you ever see me slipping—if you catch some sign of decline that the others don’t see, you’ve got to tell me.




  —to assistant coach John Bach, during the 1995–96 season




  4. I am my age, but a lot has happened. I’m older than I actually am, and I’ve felt that way for some time now.3




  —spoken while still in his twenties




  5. Part of me felt like an old man when I was twenty-three or twenty-four. When I think about it, it seems that I was never truly a young man. I never felt young.4




  6. Being an old man is actually something I look forward to. When I imagine it, I see myself playing around with my grandchildren all the time, being this old guy who’s a lot of fun, and who the kids love to be around. I see myself telling a lot of fables and tales and lies. A lot of exaggerations that the grandkids let me get away with.5




  




  AMBITION




  7. MICHAEL JORDAN HAD VAULTING AMBITION. THAT WAS THE FUEL BEHIND HIS INTENSE WORK ETHIC.




  —John Bach, former Bulls assistant coach




  8. The appetite to create is an unbelievable ambition.6




  AUTHENTICITY




  9. WHEN YOU MEET MJ, HE LOOKS AT YOU IN THE EYE AND SPEAKS TO YOU. IT DOESN’T MATTER IF YOU’RE AN ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD CAMPER OR THE PRESIDENT, YOU GET THE SAME SINCERITY. HE’S NOT A PHONY. HE’S A STRAIGHT SHOOTER.




  —Ed Janka, Jordan’s camp director




  




  AWARENESS




  10. WHEN MICHAEL WOULD GO BACK INTO A GAME, HE’D WAIT AT THE SCORER’S TABLE AND LOOK OVER THE SCORING BOOK TO SEE WHAT EVERYBODY’S TOTALS WERE BEFORE HE WENT IN THE GAME. HE WANTED THE MOST POINTS, REBOUNDS, ETC. HE WANTED TO WIN EVERYTHING.




  —Jim Litke, sportswriter




  BASEBALL




  11. Everything I had done to improve my basketball game had to change for baseball. I had to build myself up from my fingertips to my shoulders.7




  12. If anybody didn’t think I was serious, it was because they could not see the blood dripping off my hands or those 6:00 A.M. batting sessions.8




  13. I keep waiting for myself not to be a sideshow.9




  14. Going through baseball gave me the chance to revisit those levels of hard work and determination that I seemed to have forgotten or came quite easy for a long period of time.10




  15. I remember looking up in the sky from time to time and being amazed at how much my life had changed. I had no fear. Just a warm feeling.11
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