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The Groundhog’s Rainbow


Mrs. Wise closed the book she had just read out loud to the class. Sophie sighed. Wow! What a story! she thought.


A groundhog had found a hidden stairway in a tree. He’d climbed it all the way to the top branch. But the stairway kept going. So the groundhog did too—into the clouds and over a rainbow! He found a magical world on the other side.
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Sophie loved the story and the way it was told. It didn’t feel like a fairy tale. It was written as if it had really happened!


“All right class,” said Mrs. Wise. “Who can tell me what a legend is?”


Lydie, Hattie Frog’s big sister, raised her hand.
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“It’s a story that animals believe in,” Lydie said. “But there’s no proof that it really happened.”


Mrs. Wise nodded. “That’s a good way to put it,” she said. “Have any of you heard stories like this? Are there any legends of Silverlake Forest?”


A few hands went up around the one-room schoolhouse.


“The Tale of the Fox’s Tail!” said Zoe the bluebird.


Sophie nodded. That one was about a fox whose tail would not stop growing.
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“The Myth of the Mousebug!” Ben the rabbit suggested.
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Sophie squeaked excitedly. She was fascinated by the tale of a mouse who turned into a bug!


A ladybug swooped in through a classroom window. It flew around Sophie’s head. Then it landed on the windowsill. Sophie stared at the bug as her mind wandered.
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“Are you the mousebug?” she whispered playfully.


The bug buzzed out the window and was gone. Sophie’s eyes fixed on a patch of blue sky outside. It had been raining for days. Now the sun was finally poking through. She could just make out a pale misty rainbow.


The groundhog’s rainbow! Sophie thought, smiling to herself.


Mrs. Wise dismissed the class for the day. “We’ll talk more about legends on Monday!” she called as everyone stood up.
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Sophie hurried outside to get a better look at the rainbow. At the foot of the steps, she stopped next to her friends Hattie Frog and Owen Snake.


“Look, you guys!” she said, pointing up at the sky.
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But they didn’t hear. They were listening to Ben, a rabbit, who was talking about something.


“Winston, check out the rainbow!” Sophie said to her little brother, who had come over. But he was listening to Ben too.


Sophie studied the rainbow. How could she paint one to look misty like that? Start with pale colors, she decided. Then go over it with a wash of water to blend the colors.


All the rainy days had kept Sophie from painting outside. With the weather clearing, she wanted to get back to it.

OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0006-01.jpg
— Chapter [ ——






OEBPS/images/title.jpg
——— the adventur’es of ——

PHIE MOUS

The clover
curse

By Poppy Green e ustrated by ]enmfer A. Bell

%:

LITTLE SIMON
New York London Toro Sydney New Delhi







OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg






OEBPS/images/common.jpg






OEBPS/images/f0009-01.jpg







OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0001-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781481451857.jpg
‘r‘\,\

——— the adventures of

== by Poppy Green o i”ustrated by ]ennifer’ A. Bell —





OEBPS/images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0011-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0011-01.jpg





