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Foreword

Maybe I never outgrew my Barbies. Or maybe, as my mom laughingly once said, “You’ve always just loved miniatures! Remember the fort you made out of sugar cubes for extra credit in third grade?” I do. The project was inspired by a yellow plastic cannon I found in a box of Cracker Jacks.

I still love miniatures. So much so that some years ago I decided that even though I was an adult, I wanted to build the dollhouse of my dreams. At the hobby store, I found a basic model and proceeded to do a little kit-bashing. In other words, I took that classic Edwardian-style dollhouse included in the kit and added on to it. And added. And added. And added. By the time I finished, my diminutive home had a garden rivaling Central Park! It was huge! The dollhouse and its sprawling garden became the center of attention when company came to visit.

After several years of friends asking, “Don’t you wish you could have a real garden that’s as tiny as this?” I thought, why not? As head designer at M & M Nursery in Orange, California, I started experimenting with different plants to see how easily they adapted to a small-scale look. In the beginning, herbs and a few bonsai-type “trees” were the only plants available. Fast forward twelve years and there are several hundred dwarf plant varieties suitable to different climates and zones. Some major garden suppliers now manufacture accessories specifically for fairy landscaping, and the staggering number of people discovering this delightful hobby climbs daily!

Watching people’s faces when they first encounter fairy gardens is a little like seeing kids finding everything they want under the tree on Christmas morning. Astonishment gives way to pure pleasure as people inspect every inch of these enchanting mini landscapes. Somehow, fairy gardens transport us to a place far from the mundane tasks of everyday life and into a realm of wonder and imagination. Fairy gardens remind us that we are never too old to play “Let’s pretend.”

One of the best aspects of fairy gardening for me is watching people share their enthusiasm with each other. Mothers and daughters come to the nursery to work on their creations, as do couples, siblings, and even entire families, who plan a fairy project with everyone having a hand in it. Obviously, I’m not the only one with a fondness for miniatures!

Since that first fairy garden, my designs have become more sophisticated over the years. At fairy gardening how-to seminars, I answered questions and mentally tucked them away to share at the next lecture. I thought I had just about every detail covered until I had an “aha” moment at the Southern California Spring Garden Show in 2009. Every year at this popular event, local nurseries and landscapers showcase their best plants, garden supplies, and horticultural ideas. For many seasons, we brought examples of my fairy gardens, but this time another nursery had them as well. Curious, I enlisted my sister’s help to indulge in a little friendly “fairy espionage.”

Sue is the best big sister anyone could ask for and a great first grade teacher. In fact, from what I can see, her only flaw is that she didn’t inherit the family love of gardening! But this comes in handy when I drag her to events like the garden show, because I get to “see” things through her fresh eyes. So I pulled a hat low on my brow and wore my biggest Jackie O sunglasses to snoop my way over to the display. After a quick peek, I scuttled off in the opposite direction. A few minutes later, Sue joined me.

“So?” I asked.

“Of course I’m prejudiced because you’re my sister,” she said. “But those other fairy gardens just didn’t work for me. They looked like a pot full of plants with a fairy stuck in it. Yours look like real, live, mini gardens. Why is that?”

I replied that I simply take the time to choose just the right plants and accessories.

“But the main thing is, with every fairy garden I make, I try to tell a little story,” I said. “That’s what makes the difference. I want it to seem as if a teeny somebody actually lives there.”

This book is the culmination of more than a decade of designing fairy gardens with those tiny inhabitants in mind. In here you’ll find my tips, tricks, and secrets, and, most importantly, you’ll encounter the very best ways to create a garden filled with heart. Your heart. As you take the fairy gardening journey, let your imagination soar and have fun!

Beverly Turner

Head Designer

M & M Nursery, Orange, California

www.fairygardenexpert.net


Chapter 1

Developing a Theme
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Deciding on a theme is the best way to begin making plans for your fairy garden. Once you know the basic subject, designing your garden comes easily. Think of all the occasions in your life when you rely on a particular theme to give you direction. As a kid, how many times did you agonize over what to be for Halloween, yet as soon as you decided on a costume, such as a witch, you found it easy to choose the perfect make-up and accessories? How about birthday parties? Pirates or princesses? Sweet sixteen or over-the-hill? Once you decide on the theme, it all seems to fall naturally into place. No skull-and-crossbones flags for a princess party, but pink, sparkly wands and tiaras instead. Hosting a dozen “royal” girls determines the food, the décor, and the entertainment.

A theme helps you choose all of the necessary elements that, when combined, create a miniature world filled with little scenes that seem to come to life right before your eyes. Knowing the topic of your garden helps you choose just the right materials like focal piece, container, and accessories.

Victorian Charm

One of the most popular themes is a classic Victorian cutting garden. Instead of stopping at the market for a quick bouquet, Victorian-era ladies filled their yards with every flower they could imagine. And rather than selecting a few varieties and repeating them throughout the landscape, as is common now, they instead planted a charming mix of blooms all together. These floral borders sat cordoned off by fencing from lush expanses of lawn, and stepping stones and pea gravel pathways served as sidewalks. Potted plants, gazing balls, birdbaths, fountains, and cast-iron furniture decorated most of these gardens. And in order to shrink that turn-of-the-century atmosphere to one small container, a few such well-placed accessories give the suggestion of an artfully arranged, Victorian outdoor space.

Scaling down doesn’t just mean using mini accessories—it also refers to the size and quantity of your plant material. Whereas a Victorian yard might have dozens of blooming perennials in the same bed, cramming that many into one pot will overwhelm your fairy scene. Just five or six miniature plants nestled behind a little fence in a 16-inch pot will create a botanical explosion, and a 6-inch-wide patch of moss will lend the impression of a large, rambling lawn. Likewise, four “trees” under-planted with varying shades of green groundcover suddenly resembles a thick forest.
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Mini-tip: Understanding Scale

As we go through all the stages of what makes a successful fairy garden, keep in mind that we are working in the classic miniature scale of 1:12. This means that one inch in miniature equals one foot in real life. So a 4-inch fairy figurine is equivalent to a 4-foot child. An arbor at your home that towers 7 feet tall would only stand 7 inches high in the miniature world. Until you become accustomed to this scale, be sure to keep a tape measure handy as you scout around for goodies to add to your fairy garden.
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Pint-size Royalty

Through the centuries, mankind’s desire to control nature has resulted in some of the loveliest spots on earth. Many of the finest examples of landscape design originated in the courts of eighteenth-century France. Sumptuous knot gardens with elaborate scrollwork of tidy hedges were the result of meticulous work by the king’s gardeners. The fact that these gardens were only intended for visual pleasure and provided no food elevated them to royal status. Only the wealthiest of men could afford such frivolous use of the land.

Most of these formal French gardens were meant to be viewed from an upper landing, where one could take in a long vista all at once. Curvy lines of plantings resembling lace when seen from above complemented borders of very straight rows of trees and bushes. Long stretches of pathways led to various garden rooms planted in grid-like precision. Statuary and urns of seasonal botanicals decorated the garden, often in repeated patterns for greater impact.

In replicating a formal garden for a smaller pot, keep in mind that straight lines are much easier to deal with and don’t take up as much room as interlocking curves. A square-shaped container works well with this style and makes planning your royal retreat much simpler. Starting with a focal point prominently centered at the back, like an arch or architectural piece, fill in the surrounding area with plants on each side. Once done, you will have a solid row consisting of plants-arch-plants across the back of the pot. Divide the remaining space in front of this back row into four squares. Whatever you put in one section, repeat it in the other three. Linear pathways of tiny crushed rock or miniature bricks aid the crisp, formal look. Any intersection where two paths cross is just the place to showcase a teensy statue.


Mini-tip: Fashionable Formal Planters

Drill a hole (for drainage) in matching saucers, and plant groundcovers in them. This creates instant formal-edged flower beds that can be arranged in a variety of patterns.
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Rustic Retreat

If a formal look isn’t to your taste, a rustic garden might be just the thing. Gift shops featuring country décor and craftware are great spots for finding the more rugged essentials. Many such stores offer lighted houses in the style of a cabin. Remove the bulb and cord and you have an ideal mountain getaway. The back of the piece will have a hole where the light bulb was inserted. Cover the opening with a small “shrub” and keep the rest of the plantings surrounding the cabin simple. One tree and some low foliage, such as creeping thyme or baby’s tears, are enough. A line of small, flat rocks leading from the edge of the pot to the front door creates a welcoming entrance, and a length of twig and wire fence may be all the accessories you need. Of course, an animal or two always lends a sense of whimsy and life to the scene.
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