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The St. Louis Cardinals sign Beltrán for $26 million over two years.


2011


Beltrán hits his one-thousandth RBI.


2009


Wins his first Gold Glove.


2006


Plays in his first All-Star Game.


2004


Named the American League Rookie of the Year.


1999


Moves to the Major Leagues.


1998


The Kansas City Royals sign Beltrán


1995


Born in Manatí, Puerto Rico.


1977







Mason Crest


370 Reed Road


Broomall, Pennsylvania 19008


www.masoncrest.com


Copyright © 2013 by Mason Crest, an imprint of National Highlights, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission from the publisher.


Printed and bound in the United States of America.


First printing
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


Rodríguez Gonzalez, Tania.


  Carlos Beltrán / by Tania Rodriguez.


     p. cm.


  ISBN 978-1-4222-2699-5 (hardcover) -- ISBN 978-1-4222-2670-4 (series hardcover) -- ISBN 978-1-4222-9188-7 (ebook)


  1. Beltran, Carlos--Juvenile literature. 2. Hispanic American baseball players--Biography--Juvenile literature. 3. Baseball players--United States--Biography--


  Juvenile literature. I. Title.


  GV865.B347R63 2013


  796.357092--dc23


  [B]


2012020932


Produced by Harding House Publishing Services, Inc.


www.hardinghousepages.com


Picture Credits:


Mangin, Brad: p. 1, 2, 4, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 21, 22, 24, 26, 28


[image: Image]




Chapter 1


LIFE BEFORE STARDOM


Carlos Beltrán is one of today’s greatest Puerto Rican baseball stars. He has played for four MLB teams. People call him a five-tool player. He has five skills covered: fielding, throwing, batting, hitting, and stealing bases. Beltrán can do them all, and can do them well.
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The Roberto Clemente Stadium in Carolina, Puerto Rico.





Beltrán has had his ups and downs. But he never lets his slumps get to him. Overall, he’s an amazing baseball player. His hard work and his raw talent have gotten him far. He’s sure to go even farther.


Home Life


Beltrán was born on April 24, 1977. He was born in Manatí, a city on the northern coast of Puerto Rico.


He grew up in a stable, middle class family. His father was Wilfredo, a pharmaceutical salesman. His mother Carmen stayed home and took care of the family. He had a brother and sisters. The family was close. They weren’t rich, but they had plenty to get by comfortably.
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