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  Yet when all the books have been read and reread, it boils down to the horse, his human companion, and what goes on between them.




  —WALTER FARLEY, AUTHOR OF THE BLACK STALLION SERIES, QUOTED IN THE RANDOM HOUSE BOOK OF HORSES AND HORSEMANSHIP BY PAULA RODENAS




  By reading, riding and meditating, great results may be obtained, if there is true feeling for the horse and provided the rider’s seat is good.




  —NUNO OLIVEIRA, REFLECTIONS ON EQUESTRIAN ART
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INTRODUCTION





  ---------------




  What is it about horses that humans find so enthralling?




  Trying to find the answer or indeed any answer to that age-old question was one of the reasons I became an equestrian journalist and author. Another reason was the delightful opportunity to meet and work with experienced and knowledgeable horse-people who, in the course of our labors, might provide insights into reasons for our affection for horses.




  In the course of my career I compiled two collections of horse quotations. Many if not most of the quotes are in the volume you’re holding in your hands or reading by means of an e-book. The quotations I selected provided special significance: a felicitous turn of phrase, an entertaining story, or a profound insight of the human-equine relationship. To coin a cliché, many quotations “took the words right out of my mouth,” capturing thoughts and feelings that friends, colleagues, and I have tried to express not only to each other but to ourselves.




  As Alexander Pope suggested, “True wit is nature to advantage dressed / What oft was said, but ne’er so well expressed.” Perhaps you’ll find that some “ne’er so well expressed” entries motivate you to further reading. If you discover an insight into riding or training or simply a new perspective about horses from anything here, imagine how much more you’ll gain by exploring the full source in its original. Alas, too many of the books are out of print, but not all of them are, and a bit of time, effort, and ingenuity often pays off. If you draw a blank at bookstores, tack shops, or libraries, try book dealers and the internet.




  You may well come across an old friend or two: a poem, short story, an excerpt from a novel, or another piece of literature you hadn’t thought about in years. Those are friendships well worth renewing, and don’t be surprised if you find yourself appreciating the work even more with the passage of time.




  You may well be struck, as I was, by the range of people who had something to say about horses. Almost invariably, what they had to say was heartfelt or at least complimentary (Mark Twain being the most notable exception). It’s an impressive array. Riders, trainers, and equestrian commentators stand alongside poets, novelists, and playwrights. “Anonymous” and “source unknown” are cheek by jowl next to well-known literary and equestrian figures.




  What, then, is it about horses that has inspired so much emotion from so many generations of so many cultures?




  Although quotations provide insights, there is no simple answer. The slices of prose and poetry that are in this book reflect diverse and often contradictory feelings of love, fear, awe, protectiveness, elation, frustration, companionship, and unalloyed joy. In short, the very same elements that forge relationships between humans and between humanity and the eternal.




  And like the keys to these relationships, the secret of mankind’s fascination with horses will forever remain a divine mystery locked in our hearts.




  —Steven D. Price
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  Horses in Literature




  I on my horse, and Love on me, doth try




  Our horsemanships, while by strange work I prove




  A horseman to my horse, a horse to Love,




  And now man’s wrongs in me, poor beast! decry.




  The reins wherewith my rider doth me tie




  Are humbled thoughts, which bit of reverence move,




  Curb’d in with fear, but with gilt boss above




  Of hope, which makes it seem fair to the eye:




  The wand is will; thou, Fancy, saddle art,




  Girt fast by Memory; and while I spur




  My horse, he spurs with sharp desire my heart.




  He sits me fast however I do stir,




  And now hath made me to his hand so right,




  That in the manage myself takes delight.




  — SIR PHILIP SIDNEY, SONNET 49: “ON MY HORSE”




  At one time the Horse had the plain entirely to himself. Then a Stag intruded into his domain and shared his pasture. The Horse, desiring to revenge himself on the stranger, asked a man if he were willing to help him in punishing the Stag. The man replied that if the Horse would receive a bit in his mouth and agree to carry him, he would contrive effective weapons against the Stag.




  The Horse consented and allowed the man to mount him.




  From that hour he found that instead of obtaining revenge on the Stag, he had enslaved himself to the service of man.




  — AESOP’S FABLES, “THE HORSE AND THE STAG”
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  When God created the horse He said to the magnificent creature:




  I have made thee as no other. All the treasures of the earth lie between thy eyes. Thou shalt carry my friends upon thy back.




  Thy saddle shall be the seat of prayers to me. And thou fly without wings, and conquer without any sword. Oh, horse.




  — THE KORAN




  ●




  Such horses are




  The jewels of the horseman’s hands and thighs,




  They go by the word and hardly need the rein.




  They bred such horses in Virginia then,




  Horses that were remembered after death




  And buried not so far from Christian ground




  That if their sleeping riders should arise




  They could not witch them from the earth again




  And ride a printless course along the grass




  With the old manage and light ease of hand.




  — STEPHEN VINCENT BENÉT, JOHN BROWN’S BODY




  But why discourse




  Upon the Virtues of the Horse?




  They are too numerous to tell




  Save when you have a Horse to Sell.




  — JOSH BILLINGS [HENRY WHEELER SHAW],




  JOSH BILLINGS: HIS SAYINGS




  ●




  A horse that can count to ten is a remarkable horse, not a remarkable mathematician.




  — SAMUEL JOHNSON, QUOTED IN THE LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON BY JAMES BOSWELL




  ●




  They say princes learn no art truly, but the art of horsemanship. The reason is, the brave beast is no flatterer.




  He will throw a prince as soon as his groom.




  — BEN JONSON, EXPLORATA
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  I give you horses for your games in May




  And all of them well trained unto the course,




  Each docile, swift, erect, a goodly horse;




  With armour on their chests, and bells at play




  Between their brows, and pennons fair and gay




  Fine nets, and housings meet for warriors




  Emblazoned with the shields ye claim for yours,




  Gules, argent, or, all dizzy at noonday.




  — ATTRIBUTED TO FOLGORE DI SAN GIMIGNANO




  Four things greater than all things are—




  Women and Horses and Power and War.




  — RUDYARD KIPLING, “THE BALLAD OF THE KING’S JEST”




  ●




  The horse, the horse! The symbol of surging potency and power of movement, of action, in man.




  — D. H. LAWRENCE, APOCALYPSE




  ●




  A short life in the saddle, Lord!




  Not long life by the fire.




  — LOUISE IMOGEN GUINEY, “THE KNIGHT ERRANT”




  A horse is a vain thing for safety.




  — PSALMS 33:17




  ●




  The revolution does not choose its paths: it made its first steps toward victory under the belly of a Cossack’s horse.




  — LEON TROTSKY, HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION




  ●




  Yet if man, of all the Creator plann’d




  His noblest work is reckoned,




  Of the works of His hand, by sea or land,




  The horse may at least rank second.




  — ADAM LINDSAY GORDON, “HIPPODROMANIA”




  It takes a good deal of physical courage to ride a horse. This, however,




  I have. I get it at about forty cents a flask, and take it as required.




  — STEPHEN LEACOCK, “REFLECTIONS ON RIDING,” LITERARY LAPSES




  ●




  Who drives the horses of the sun




  Shall lord it but a day.




  — JOHN VANCE CHENEY, “THE HAPPIEST HEART”
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