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Foreword

Words equal credibility.

The more articulate a person is in their writing and speaking, the more seriously they will be taken—by everyone.

This book teaches 499 words every student should know and focuses on the classroom-tested Trinity of Vocabulary Use: For each word, the vocabulary-enriched and educated student should be able to:

•   understand the word when they read it or hear it

•   use the word in their speaking,

•   make good use of the word in their writing

I tried to provide easy-to-understand, informative and, on some occasions, humorous explanations of every word, and explore how to use them in sentences, and in proper context. The majority of these words were chosen because they are fairly commonplace in media, books, online, and elsewhere, and students need to be able to understand them. I come across many of these words all the time.

A student came into class one day and said, “You taught my father something last night.” He explained that he was watching cable news with his father and the commentator remarked that a particular candidate was a demagogue. His father asked, “What’s a demagogue?,” and because we had just learned the word in class, my student was able to explain it to him so that he understood what the cable anchor was saying. This was a wonderfully gratifying moment for me.

Thus, the idea for this book. The people who know these words and use them routinely are intelligent and eloquent. Their communication is also coherent because they know the right word to express the right message. In the Oxford English Thesaurus, there are 380 synonyms for “good.” Knowing which synonym describes precisely what the writer is trying to express is the product of knowing vocabulary words. Words are a tool and a good craftsman possesses and uses quality tools.

For each word, the following information is provided:

•   Correct spelling of the word.

•   What the word is; i.e., verb, noun, adjective, etc.

•   Pronunciation: This book uses “real-world pronunciation” rather than traditional linguistic pronunciations (y’know, with the upside down “e” and all that.) The syllables are spelled out the way they sound, and the syllable that gets the emphasis is in italics.

•   A few informative facts about the word that are both instructive and entertaining, which also provide some context when relevant. They appear in gray sidebars next to the word.

•   Several examples of the word Used in Context, often citing pop culture sources such as TV shows and movies, as well as classic literature, encyclopedias, and contemporary writings.

•   A few synonyms for the word.

Regarding Citations

Movies are in italics;

Books are in italics, followed by the author;

Newspaper, Web, and Magazine Articles are in “quotes,” followed by the author;

TV Shows are in italics, followed by the title of the episode in “quotes.”

Stephen Spignesi

New Haven, Connecticut


Words transform both speaker and hearer; they feed energy back and forth and amplify it. They feed understanding or emotion back and forth and amplify it.

—Ursula K. Le Guin

Handle them carefully, for words have more power than atom bombs.

—Pearl Strachan Hurd

Don’t ever diminish the power of words. Words move hearts and hearts move limbs.

—Hamza Yusuf

Good words are worth much, and cost little.

—George Herbert

If we understood the awesome power of our words, we would prefer silence to almost anything negative.

—Betty Eadie


A


1.  Abdicate

verb (ab•dih•kate)



To give up a royal title; to fail to satisfy a responsibility


King Edward VIII abdicated the British throne in 1936 in order to marry Wallis Simpson.

A common topic of discussion in the United Kingdom is whether or not Queen Elizabeth II will ever abdicate and turn the crown over to her son Charles. The Queen’s biographer said the monarch would never abdicate because she feels it’s her duty to remain Queen until her death.



Used in Context

“I refused to abdicate and declared that I would gather troops together and return with them in order to help the Government to maintain order in the land.”—The Kaiser’s Memoirs, Wilhelm II

“Phillipe knew that my firstborn, his brother Pierre, wanted to abdicate, which he did, eventually, to join the church.”—The Princess Diaries

“Should your brother continue to ignore the advice of His Government, He must abdicate.”—The King’s Speech

“On behalf of my country, and in the name of the other leaders of the world with whom I have today consulted, I hereby abdicate all authority and control over this planet to General Zod.”—Superman II

Synonyms: abandon, abjure, abnegate, cede, relinquish, renounce, resign, retire, step down, surrender, vacate


2.  Aberration

noun (ab•uh•ray•shun)



An event that is not normal or not what is expected


Abnormal chromosomes are known as aberrations.

The fantasy role-playing game Dungeons & Dragons has creatures known as “aberrations.” They have bizarre anatomies and paranormal abilities.

A cardiac aberrancy is an aberration of the electrical function of the heart.



Used in Context

“The heatwave that has already killed hundreds across Eastern Europe is no aberration.”—New Scientist, August 3, 2007

“No, it is no aberration. The behavior of these particles is quite unmistakable. Dust is flowing into this man, through his dæmon.”—The Golden Compass

“The police commissioner defended the rising tide of crime as a statistical aberration tied to growing unemployment.”—Gone Baby Gone

“I’m hoping to prove that within every normal system there exists an aberration. Something different.”—Angus

Synonyms: abnormality, anomaly, deviation, disfigurement, impairment, irregularity, mutation


3.  Abhor

verb (ab•hor)



To strongly dislike something, often verging on hatred


It is a very powerful statement to say you abhor something, or that something is abhorrent to you.



Used in Context

“You, my creator, abhor me; what hope can I gather from your fellow creatures, who owe me nothing?”—Frankenstein, Mary Shelley

“I abhor the use of violence.”—Hellboy

“They have a similar philosophy in India. They abhor violence.”—The Outer Limits, “Alien Shop”

“I loathe and abhor this place.”—Strike!

Synonyms: abominate, be down on, despise, detest, hate, have no use for, loathe, scorn


4.  Abjure

verb (ab•jer)



To give up a firmly held belief; to renounce something

Used in Context

“Obama is right to be realistic and to abjure bombastic rhetoric.”—“Obama’s Realism Doctrine,” Richard Cohen, The Washington Post, May 10, 2009

“You have the authority to bind me. Speak the name, abjure and command me and I will be removed from this body.”—Babylon 5, “The Lost Tales”

“But at the age of eighty, I seek quiet, and abjure contention.”—The Domestic Life of Thomas Jefferson Compiled From Family Letters and Reminiscences, Sarah N. Randolph

“I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, state or sovereignty, of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen.”—Ugly Betty, “Nice Day for a Posh Wedding”

Synonyms: abandon, deny, disavow, disown, foreswear, give up, recant, reject, relinquish, renounce, repudiate


5.  Abridge

verb (uh•brij)



To shorten a book or other writing by removing sections of text, words, or sentences


One of the synonyms for “abridge” is abbreviate and a general rule for using abbreviations in your writing is: don’t. If sprinkled throughout with discretion, abbreviations can be okay, but you’re not a Founding Father copying the Constitution by hand or a medieval monk looking to save time and effort. You can sometimes be accused of bad writing if you use too many, or inappropriate, abbreviations, but you can never be accused of that if you spell out everything.



Used in Context

“The Supreme Court has repeatedly held that the right to marry the person you love is so fundamental that states cannot abridge it.”—“Gay Marriage and the Constitution,” David Boies

“No state shall make or enforce any law, which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States.”—Thurgood

“I don’t venerate drug dealers. To the contrary. What we’re attempting to do here is check the government’s attempt to abridge our civil liberties through informants, eavesdropping, unreasonable searches and seizure.”—True Believer

“Do not, please, madam, hasten your business or abridge it. I don’t need no receipt.”—Deadwood, “Amateur Night”

Synonyms: abbreviate, blue pencil, compress, concentrate, condense, contract, curtail, decrease, diminish, downsize, lessen, limit, reduce, restrict, summarize, truncate


6.  Abrogate

verb (ab•row•gate)



To formally revoke, to nullify


Article 13 of the Constitution abrogated slavery: “Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude…shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”

The 21st Amendment abrogated Prohibition, which had been put in place by the 18th Amendment.

Many Biblical adherents and scholars believe that the Old Testament’s Mosaic Laws were abrogated by the New Testament’s “New Covenant.”



Used in Context

“What must God think about this anthropoid, this overgrown monkey that dares to be intelligent enough to invent things that abrogate his eternal laws, his unchangeable laws, eternal and irresistible as God himself?”—“The Child That Never Was,” Maria Virginia Estenssoro

“Nevertheless, you are going to have to abrogate and egress from the premises.”—Skins, “Cook”

“Banning Muslim entry or creating a registry would violate First Amendment freedom of religion. Legislatively targeting news outlets based on their views would abrogate freedom of press. Promising to lock up political opponents upends long-held notions of fairness and due process.”—“Donald Trump Is the Next Richard Nixon,” Rep. John Conyers

“I have come to breathe new life into this community, to aid those who seek betterment, to abrogate those who would hold us back.”—Boardwalk Empire, “William Wilson”

“We’re starting a counteragent protocol that should abrogate the drug’s effects.”—Cult, “The Good Fight”

Synonyms: abate, abolish, annul, cancel, destroy, dissolve, invalidate, nullify, quash, reject, repeal, retract, revoke, scrub, torpedo, undo, vacate, vitiate, void


7.  Abstemious

adjective (ab•steem•ee•us)



Describes someone who does not overindulge in drink or food

Used in Context

“My father was abstemious and he abhorred the salacious bon mot.”—Home Improvement, “Something Old, Something Blue”

“The Russian president is known to be abstemious, however, and rushes through meals, in addition to being a bit of a health nut.”—“With Obama and Putin in France for Dinner, Hollande Leaves Room for Seconds,” Scott Sayare

“Today, the pendulum seems to have swung again. [Susan] Cheever says that most of our leading literary figures are fairly abstemious.”—“America: Land of Lushes,” Christopher Buckley

“I am an abstemious man. I find liquor and business do not mix.”—Sugarfoot

Synonyms: abstinent, ascetic, austere, disciplined, moderate, restrained, self-sober, sparing, temperate


8.  Abstract

adjective (ab•strakt)



A term that describes understanding something intellectually and conceptually rather than on specific objects and/or instances

Used in Context

“This was my first conscious perception of an abstract idea.”—The Story of My Life, Helen Keller

“I figured it should be the one with the capacity for abstract thought, but if that ain’t the consensus, then hell, let’s vote.”—O Brother, Where Art Thou?

“I’ve always particularly liked that poem. In the abstract. Now I find the image of my minute’s last point a little too, shall we say, pointed.”—Wit

“The nature of what we call democracy is sadly no longer an abstract discussion beloved of political science professors.”—“American Democracy is Being Derailed. Can Faith Be Restored?,” Richard Wolffe

Synonyms: abstruse, complex, deep, hypothetical, intangible, nonconcrete, nonrepresentational, philosophical, theoretical, transcendent, unreal


9.  Abstruse

adjective (ab•stroos)



Describes something that is obscure, confusing, and puzzling

Used in Context

“My mind rebels at stagnation. Give me problems; give me work. Give me the most abstruse cryptogram, the most intricate analysis, and I’m in my proper atmosphere.” The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, “A Scandal in Bohemia”

“But she is known for her more abstruse constructions, and those will be showcased at the Met.”—“What the Comme des Garçons Show Means for the Met—and Fashion,” Vanessa Friedman

“Admiral, I must register my protest at this interruption. Your summons intruded just as I was digesting an abstruse manuscript for Dr. Goodfellow.”—Buck Rogers in the 25th Century, “The Golden Man”

“I like it, but perhaps it’s too abstruse. What do you think?”—Kingdom Hospital, “Shoulda Stood in Bed”

Synonyms: abstract, Byzantine, complex, complicated, convoluted, deep, enigmatic, esoteric, Greek to me, heavy, hidden, incomprehensible, intricate, involved, muddy, obscure, perplexing, profound, puzzling, recondite, unfathomable, vague


10.  Accede

verb (uh•seed)



To agree to something

Used in Context

“I don’t accede to blackmail.”—Striptease

“Your Honor, I believe, in this trial, we have done everything humanly possible to accede to the requests of the defense.”—The Onion Field

“And, Carole, as I realize you have the best interests of this organization at heart, I want you to accede to a somewhat unusual request.”—The Love Bug

“The Western aim in supporting such groups, Assad said, is to destroy his regime, because he has refused to accede to American demands.”—“Assad Speaks,” Dexter Filkins

“If K12 doesn’t accede to the union’s demands, the state Board of Education could use the audit as a pretext to shut the schools down. Thuggish government marches on.”—“California’s Charter School Mugging,”—The Wall Street Journal

Synonyms: accept, acquiesce, allow, assent, cave in, commit, comply, concede, concur, consent, cooperate, endorse, give the green light, grant, let, okay, permit, play ball, subscribe, yield


11.  Accretion

noun (uh•kree•shun)



A gradual buildup of something as a result of things being added


Accretion can be used in the abstract, as in, “a gradual accretion of power.”



Used in Context

“We are things that labor under the illusion of having a self, this accretion of sensory experience and feeling, programmed with total assurance that we are each somebody when, in fact, everybody’s nobody.”—True Detective, “The Long Bright Dark”

“The accretion of detail is a windup for a piercing moral observation.”—“The Unclassifiable Essays of Eliot Weinberger,” Christopher Byrd

“The shaggy-dog accretion of material—phone numbers, long-ago concert dates, coded references to secret loves—all seemed to belong to somebody else.”—“Letter From the Other Side—Return from a Traumatic Brain Injury,” Tim Power

“The actual particulars of the event are unclear, obscured by the accretion of the myth.”—Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer

“An unnatural arrangement which forces its participants into an unhealthy monogamy. An accretion of petty fights and resentful compromises which, like Chinese water torture, slowly transforms both parties,”—Elementary, “An Unnatural Arrangement”

Synonyms: accession, accrual, accumulation, addition, amplification, augmentation, buildup, enlargement, expansion, growth, increase, increment, raise, rise, swelling


12.  Acerbic

adjective (uh•sur•bik)



Sharp or bitter in tone or attitude


Examples:

•   “After David heard his teacher’s acerbic comments, he was not motivated to complete his project.”

•   “Martin tried to ignore his wife’s acerbic statements about his career path.”



Used in Context

“There is no warmer, kinder me waiting to be coaxed out into the light. I am acerbic. I can be cruel. It’s who I am.”—Elementary, “On the Line”

“She was acerbic, flamboyant, she kicked against tradition and sometimes won. Like many women of her generation she understood that femininity is always a performance, and she performed it to the hilt. She was always winning, never a victim.”—“Zsa Zsa Gabor Knew Femininity Was a Performance. She Played It Perfectly,” Suzanne Moore

“David Thomson’s new book Television: A Biography is an ambitious survey of television’s history by an astute and acerbic critic.”—“Television: The Life Story of Our Constant Video Companion,” Neal Justin

“While Doctor Strange has his own solid fan base, he’s not forced to carry the beloved childhood memories of several million grown men on his shoulders. That’s the last thing Doctor Strange—cynical, acerbic, supremely confident of his role in the universe—would want, anyway.”—“Benedict Cumberbatch Is the Alchemist with the Mostest in Doctor Strange,” Stephanie Zacharek

“I’m begging you, please. I’m like a man without water. An acerbic comment, would it kill you?”—Man of the Year

Synonyms: acid, acidic, acrid, astringent, biting, bitter, caustic, cutting, harsh, sharp, tart, unpleasant


13.  Acquiesce

verb (ak•wee•ess)



To agree to something reluctantly; to give in but without actually supporting what you’re agreeing to

Used in Context

“I am disinclined to acquiesce your request…Means no.”—Pirates of the Caribbean: Curse of the Black Pearl

“The contribution made by supply-side innovation—that is, inventing new materials, devices or structures, or probing the complexity of nature—is undoubtedly a good thing. It is often touted by politicians as the main way in which research adds value in civil society. As scientists, we often acquiesce to this linear view because it is the route through which money tends to flow.”—“Take the Long View,” Ian L. Boyd

“Apple should be no more responsible if someone uses a gun image in the abstract than if someone happens to type the word ‘gun.’ As free citizens, we acquiesce to infantilizing digital infrastructure at our peril.”—“Apple’s Emoji Gun Control,” Jonathan Zittrain

“It’s the wood that should fear your hand, not the other way around. No wonder you can’t do it. You acquiesce to defeat before you even begin.”—Kill Bill, Vol. 2

Synonyms: accede, accommodate, adapt, adjust, agree, allow, approve, bow to, cave in, come around, comply, concede, conform, consent, cry uncle, give in, go along with, okay, shake on, submit, yield


14.  Acrimony

noun (aah•kri•moan•ee)



Bitterness and animosity in speech and/or attitude


An acrimonious statement is like an acerbic statement, except there’s a dark thread of bitterness in the context. For example: “During the campaign, the politicians engaged in acrimonious debate, accusing each other of gross malfeasance and misdeeds.”



Used in Context

“One of us suffers a personal tragedy, falls ill and whatnot, we all feel it deeply, no matter what kind of acrimony is in the air.”—The Sopranos, “Whitecaps”

“Befitting an election filled with acrimony, thousands of protesters converged on state capitols across the country Monday, urging Republican electors to abandon their party’s winning candidate.”—“Trump Cruises to Electoral College Victory Despite Protests,” Stephen Ohlemacher

“I thought the English liked acrimony. You see them all screaming at each other in Parliament. I watch it on cable. It’s ridiculous.”—Ally McBeal, “Ally McBeal: The Musical, Almost”

“The run-up to the Anthem-Cigna trial was marked by acrimony between the companies, with each accusing the other of breaching terms of their deal. Cigna stands to collect a $1.85 billion breakup fee if the merger is blocked.”—“Anthem, Cigna Face Off Against U.S. to Save $48 Billion Deal,” Andrew M Harris, David McLaughlin

Synonyms: acerbity, animosity, antipathy, belligerence, bitterness, churlishness, crankiness, harshness, hostility, ill will, irascibility, malevolence, malice, rancor, rudeness, spite, unkindness, virulence


15.  Acuity

noun (uh•q•ih•tee)



Sharpness of intellect; also used to describe a keenness of sight or hearing

Used in Context

“You get your first look at this six-foot turkey, as you enter a clearing. He moves like a bird, lightly bobbing his head. And you keep still because you think that maybe his visual acuity is based on movement, like T-Rex, and he’ll lose you if you don’t move. But no, not Velociraptor.”—Jurassic Park

“After reading one of your columns this year we connected the dots, and she abandoned the sleep aid. It is about six months later, and she feels that she has nearly entirely recovered her mental acuity.”—“Did Popular PM Pain Reliever Trigger Memory Loss?,” Joe Graedon

“As we peer deeper and with greater acuity into the universe, we are simultaneously forced to appreciate the complexity of all worlds, including our own.”—“What’s So Special About Another Earth?,” Lisa Messeri

“So, it’s fake? According to your impeccable sense of taste and your oenological olfactory acuity?”—CSI, “In Vino Veritas”

Synonyms: acuteness, astuteness, awareness, brains, brilliance, cleverness, comprehension, cunning, discernment, discrimination, farsightedness, grasp, guile, ingenuity, insight, intellect, intelligence, intuition, judgment, keenness, perception, perspicacity, sagacity, sensitivity, sharpness, shrewdness, smartness, understanding, vision, wisdom, wit


16.  Acumen

noun (ak•yoo•men)



Quickness of perception or discernment and understanding, intelligence, sharpness


One of the keys to understanding this word is the word “quickness.” A person who gets the big picture and understands trends well enough to make a smart decision manifests acumen.

Big-Picture thinking and the ability to use foresight to make good decisions.



Used in Context

“Why do you think he removes their skins, Agent Starling? Thrill me with your acumen.”—The Silence of the Lambs

“The energy business is not a get-rich-quick scheme. It entails complex operations, often in environments that pose political challenges, with time horizons that stretch over decades and billions of dollars at stake. To succeed requires integrating technical, financial and political acumen over a long period.”—“So You Want to Be a Diplomat? CEOs Need Not Apply,” Suzanne Maloney

“I had no idea that my business acumen was giving you such spasms.”—Dark Shadows

“Budgets? Investing? Interest rates? I think the Fed does something important? Totally lost on me. I am aware that these things exist, but that is the extent of my financial acumen.”—“I’m 29 and I Never Learned How Money Works. It’s Time To Fix That,” Tim Herrera

Synonyms: acuity, astuteness, awareness, brains, brilliance, cleverness, comprehension, cunning, discernment, discrimination, expertise, good judgment, grasp, guile, ingenuity, insight, intellect, perception, sagacity, sensitivity, sharpness, shrewdness, vision, wisdom, wit


17.  Addled

adjective (add•uld)



Confused or muddled in thought and resultant actions

Used in Context

“Her senses addled, Deidre was forced to retreat.”—Darkyn’s Mate, Lizzy Ford

“The Hulk’s fists have addled your mind, thunderer.”—Hulk Vs.

“But it sounded like gibberish, and everyone thought she was addled except for Mom, who understood her perfectly and said she had an excellent vocabulary.”—The Glass Castle: A Memoir, Jeanette Walls

“I’ll tell you what’s wrong with you. Your head’s addled with novels and poems.”—Monty Python’s Flying Circus, “Sex and Violence”

Synonyms: befuddled, bewildered, gone, punchy, puzzled, rattled, senile, shaken, shook, shook up, thrown, out of it, unglued, woozy


18.  Adduce

verb (uh•doos)



To present something as evidence

Used in Context

“He then proceeds to adduce elaborate and sometimes slightly grotesque reasons tending to prove that mathematical knowledge is essential in theology, and closes this section of his work with two comprehensive sketches of geography and astronomy.”—Encyclopedia Britannica, “Roger Bacon”

“No matter what excuse I adduce—I am very busy, you are many pages, there are a lot of books—it continues to reproach me.”—“How to Overcome Constant FOMO,” Rabbi David Wolpe*

“Let the teacher adduce some of the many striking instances in which men in apparently desperate straits have been saved by presence of mind.”—The Moral Instruction of Children, Felix Adler

“But if you have no further arguments to adduce, I’ll take him along now.”—The Devil and Daniel Johnston

* FOMO, which stands for “fear of missing out,” is defined by Wikipedia as “a pervasive apprehension that others might be having rewarding experiences from which one is absent.”

Synonyms: cite, display, illustrate, offer, point out, proffer, prove, show


19.  Adroit

adjective (uh•droit)



Describes someone with physical or intellectual skills and abilities

Used in Context

“Let me tell you something. Soprano is very adroit at keeping his family out of the frying pan.”—The Sopranos, “All Due Respect”

“The brothers’ adroit, inexhaustible crosstalk was at an end.”—The Falls

“The conductor Fabio Luisi brought insight and adroit technique to Rossini’s ambitious score, drawing fleetness, breadth and refinement from the excellent Met orchestra.”—“Review: A New, Abstract Guillaume Tell at the Met Opera,” Anthony Tommasini

“He’s particularly adroit at disguising any tendency towards the middle-age spread.”—Prime Suspect 2

Synonyms: able, adept, artful, clever, deft, dexterous, expert, masterful, nimble, practiced, quick-witted, savvy, sharp, skilled, skillful, up to speed


20.  Adulation

noun (add•yu•lay•shun)



Excessive praise

Used in Context

“These are people everyone falls down around, defers to. Adulation is the norm.”—Criminal Minds, “The Performer”

“He is, by consensus, a genius, and he seems to be protecting his own sincerity against the force of popular adulation.”—“Swooning to the Strangeness of Bon Iver,” Jia Tolentino

“That’s when I learned a very hard lesson. Good receives all the praise, adulation. While evil is sent to quiet time in the corner.”—Megamind

“He likes the instant gratification and adulation that the cheering crowds provide, and his aides are discussing how they might accommodate his demand.”—“Donald Trump Prepares for White House Move, but His Tower May Still Beckon,” Maggie Haberman, Ashley Parker

Synonyms: admiration, applause, audation, blandishment, bootlicking, commendation, esteem, exaltation, fawning, flattery, high regard, sycophancy, veneration, worship


21.  Adumbrate

verb (uh•dum•brate)



To sketch, to outline in a shadowy way


This word can be used in both an artistic context—to describe a shadowy, sketchy outline of a scene or a person—as well as in a literary context in which the writer “sketches out” a potential possibility or only hints at or foreshadows a character’s personality traits.



Used in Context

“Inquisitor, I am not proposing to waste the time of the court by dwelling in detail on the activities of the accused…Instead, I intend to adumbrate two typical instances separate epistopic interfaces of the spectrum.”—Doctor Who, “The Trial of a Time Lord”

“She marked the colour—lilac—as if faintly to adumbrate the imperial purple of Rome.”—The Passionate Elopement, Sir Compton Mackenzie

“Mr. Blood has made several attempts to adumbrate the anaesthetic revelation, in pamphlets of rare literary distinction, privately printed and distributed by himself at Amsterdam.”—The Varieties of Religious Experience, William James

“Adumbrate the move for me a bit, if you would, or for us. Perhaps only for me. Say what you think that move is.”—Discussions with Richard Dawkins, “The Four Horsemen”

Synonyms: draft, draw, give a rough idea, hint at, intimate, outline, sketch, suggest


22.  Advocate

verb (add•vo•kate)



To support something or someone


The verb “advocate” can also be used as a noun, its definition being, “one who advocates.”



Used in Context

“When you have visited a place, you will find it harder to advocate its destruction.”—Infinite Progress: How the Internet and Technology Will End Ignorance, Disease, Poverty, Hunger, and War, Byron Reese

“Some experts advocate cutting the amount of black, unburnt carbon—soot—as a matter of urgency.”—“The Guardian View On Climate Change Action: Don’t Delay,” The Guardian

“If students want a school dance, for example, it is his job to advocate for it with the school’s administrators.”—“Alternative High Schools Are Giving D.C. Students Another Shot At Graduation,” Alejandra Matos

“It remains a difficult landscape for female composers, but there are institutions that advocate for them.”—“To Help Women in Opera, Several Institutions Arise,” William Robin

Synonyms: approve, back, campaign, champion, counsel, defend, endorse, exhort, plead, promote, sanction, uphold, urge, vouch for


23.  Aesthetic

adjective (es•thet•ik)



Describes the philosophical principles of art and beauty

Used in Context

“I no longer make instruments of death. What I have here I keep for their aesthetic and sentimental value. Yet proud as I am of my life’s work, I have retired.”—Kill Bill

“The inclusion of Baez represents a welcome disruption of that last idea. For while it’s certainly rooted in guitar, Baez’s delicate folk style is another sound, like Shakur’s, that falls outside the Rock Hall’s established aesthetic core.”—“The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame is Evolving—Very, Very Slowly,” Mikael Wood

“Some people hang pictures themselves and place elegant objects where it suits their visual aesthetic. Others hire a professional to take the curatorial reins.”—“Home Designs That Came From The Art,” Audrey Hoffer

“In my own work, I try to create an aesthetic and style evocative of the past but very much grounded in the now.”—“Afrofuturism: The Next Generation,” Ruth La Ferla

“The comment was ambiguous: Did he mean that the former model just didn’t jibe with his aesthetic, or something more?”—“Designer Tom Ford Says He Won’t Dress Melania Trump,” Emily Heil

Synonyms: artful, artistic, arty, creative, esthetic, gorgeous, imaginative, inventive, visual


24.  Affectation

noun (aff•ek•tay•shun)



Behavior that is artificial and intended to impress others; e.g., using a cigarette holder

Used in Context

“Conversation should be pleasant without scurrility, witty without affectation, free without indecency, learned without conceitedness, novel without falsehood.”—William Shakespeare

“I am not naturally magnetic. I feel I walk a line between awkwardness and arrogance. One, I suspect, is an affectation designed to disguise the other, but I am 33 and no longer sure which is which.”—“‘I Am Not Naturally Magnetic’: Can You Learn How To Be Charismatic?,” Colin Drury

“It’s true: in conversation, Adams is gracious, candid and free of movie-star affectations.”—“In Arrival, Amy Adams Takes a Listening Tour of the Universe,” Sam Lansky

“The Zetas originated from a team of elite commandos who defected from Mexico’s armed forces, so the cartel was prone to paramilitary affectation.”—“The Teen Killers of the Drug War,” Patrick Radden Keefe

Synonyms: air, airs, appearance, artificiality, exaggeration, façade, false front, insincerity, mannerism, pose, pretense, pretension, pretentiousness, put-on, putting on airs, quirk, sham, show, showing off


25.  Affinity

noun (uh-fin-ih-tee)



A feeling of connection with someone or something; i.e., a sense of identification

Used in Context

“[T]he reason most of us are here is because of our affinity for disobedience.”—The Matrix Reloaded

“Although her studio is inside the Beltway, Smith shows no affinity for urban subjects. Her paintings in this show depict only horses, the sky or flowers.”—“A Painter’s Unbridled Hand Matches a Sculptor’s Experiment with Twisting Steel,” Mark Jenkins

“If you consider people that were born here, worked here and have relatives here, then one out of 10 people have some affinity for Brooklyn!”—“Sebastian Leone, Borough President Who Championed Brooklyn, Dies at 91,” Eli Rosenberg

“Empathy, after all, is not sympathy. Sympathy encourages a close affinity with other people: You feel their pain. Empathy suggests something more technical—a dispassionate approach to understanding the emotions of others.”—“Is ‘Empathy’ Really What the Nation Needs?,” Amanda Hess

Synonyms: affection, closeness, compatibility, cup of tea, empathy, fondness, leaning, partiality, rapport, same wavelength, simpatico, sympathy, understanding


26.  Aggrandize

verb (uh•gran•dize)



To make more powerful; to increase wealth or influence

Used in Context

“I have a penchant for hyperbole to aggrandize myself. I’ve been working it out with my shrink.”—Everybody Hates Chris, “Everybody Hates Bomb Threats”

“Lights, camera, a platform to aggrandize and the world’s breathless anticipation? These are his four main food groups.”—“Pre-Debate Guessing Game: Will the First Also Be the Last?,” Sam Hodgson

“Mr. Cruz’s detractors see a man who engineers moments to aggrandize himself at the expense of fellow conservatives.”—“Ted Cruz’s Security Misstep,” Kimberley A. Strassel

“Our memories are not very reliable, especially in life-and-death situations. Part of it is, yes, our need to aggrandize the risks we take; part of it is our minds’ reaction to fear.”—“Accept Brian Williams’s Apology,” Joe Klein

Synonyms: acclaim, applaud, augment, boost, commend, dignify, distinguish, enhance, enlarge, ennoble, exaggerate, expand, extend, glorify, honor, hype, increase, magnify, overdo, praise


27.  Aggregate

noun (ag•reh•gate)



The total of a combination of varying elements

Used in Context

“Uh, no. You don’t understand. It’s, uh, very complicated. It’s uh, it’s aggregate, so I’m talking about fractions of a penny, and uh, over time, they add up to a lot.”—Office Space

“To slow global climate change, we need to reduce aggregate global emissions.”—“For China, Climate Change Is No Hoax – It’s a Business and Political Opportunity,” Matthew Kahn

“‘Amazon’s ability to aggregate information about individual consumers is without peer,’ said Alexander Brown, chief executive of TV network ONE World Sports.”—“Amazon Explores Possible Premium Sports Package With Prime Membership,” Shalini Ramachandran

“In the aggregate, the data suggests more people are getting killed as a result of these laws.”—“Florida’s ‘Stand Your Ground’ Law Linked to Homicide Increase,” Josh Sanburn

Synonyms: accumulated, accumulation, collected, collective, combined, composite, cumulative, entirety, sum, total, whole


28.  Agnostic

noun (ag•nos•tik)



Someone whose position on God is that it is impossible for humans to know with certainty whether or not God exists


“Agnostic” can also serve as an adjective.

Agnosticism is often confused with atheism. The atheist position is that there is no God. As the definition states, the agnostic position is that we cannot know.



Used in Context

“The leader in speculative philosophy is Immanuel Kant, though he includes many agnostic elements, and draws the inference (which some things in the letter of Butler might seem to warrant) that the essence of Christianity is an ethical theism.”—Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th edition.

“He’s in the middle of another major growth spurt, and as an agnostic observer of the quarterback, my mental seesaw tilts toward optimism once again.”—“The Only Question Left for Kirk Cousins: ‘How much?,’” Jerry Brewer

“There has been only one president who wasn’t married, and none who was openly atheist or agnostic. Add this up, and we’ve been selecting our top leadership from 10% of our talent at most.”—“After the Election of Donald Trump, We Will Not Mourn. We Will Organize,” Gloria Steinem

“But while Lisa is a practicing Christian for whom religion is deeply meaningful, Tom is an agnostic whose faith was shattered after a personal loss.”—“God Game Considers the Unholy Mix of Politics and Religion,” Misha Berson

Synonyms: doubter, freethinker, materialist, questioner, skeptic, unbeliever


29.  Alacrity

noun (uh•lak•rit•ee)



Quickness, speediness

Used in Context

“Every member is busy in his place, performing his duty with alacrity; nor is sober mirth wanting.”—Dictionary of National Biography, “Sir Thomas More”

“The TV channels feasted on tweeted Trumpisms with an alacrity that many observers found disturbing.”—“Trump v the Media: Did His Tactics Mortally Wound the Fourth Estate?,” Ed Pilkington

“As she ran off to play, I was relieved, and grateful for the alacrity with which children laugh at their elders.”—“How I Explained the Election to My Six-Year-Old Daughter,” Andy Borowitz

“The Englishman was brave, he just didn’t have the power which was coming his way with alacrity and brute force.”—“Canelo Álvarez Out-Punches Brave Liam Smith as Golovkin Showdown Looms,” Steve Brenner

Synonyms: briskness, enthusiasm, fervor, keenness, passion, promptness, rapidity, sharpness, speed, swiftness, velocity, zeal


30.  Alienate

verb (ay•lee•en•ate)
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