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  For my parents, Eddie and Catherine, who instilled the love of the game in me so many years ago;

  For my sons, Brent and Kyle, who I hope will enjoy the game as much as I have;

  And

  For my wonderful friend of so many years, the late, great Joe Nickels.

  Rest in Peace, Pal. There you go!


  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

  Philadelphia Phillies: Where Have You Gone? begins with Larry Andersen and ends with Glenn Wilson. But it is these gentlemen and all the rest in between who have played for the Philadelphia Phillies between 1950 and 2014 who deserve special recognition for their efforts on three baseball fields remembered and enjoyed by so many—Connie Mack Stadium, Veterans Stadium, and Citizen’s Bank Park. These are Philadelphia baseball fans’ Fields of Dreams.

  Sometimes, like in 1980 and 2008, those dreams come shining through with a World Series Title. That is the perfect ending for players and fans alike. Other times, like in 1950, 1983, 1993, and 2009, the perfect ending never comes, thanks to a World Series loss. The reality is that most seasons never even come close to the playoffs for most teams. But win or lose, be they stars or bench warmers, every major league season is a dream come true for the players we watch through the spring, summer, and fall. Some will have long careers that include All Star Games and for a chosen few, a hallowed place at Baseball’s Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. For most, baseball will show their talents to be pedestrian at best. But even the most pedestrian of major league baseball players are probably the best ballplayers you have ever seen.

  Like everyone else, I have had favorite players over the years. It’s easy to root for the stars, the ones who play the game at the highest level. I enjoy the Steve Carlton’s, the Mike Schmidt’s and the Pete Rose’s as much as the next guy. But I always found myself rooting for the lesser players, the mediocre guys who come off the bench or out of the bullpen a couple of times a week. Their moments in the sun are often clouded by the sobering reality of a game played in a harsh light in front of everyone, where your every move is seen and criticized. But they prepare, try their best, and hope for a break. And they compete.

  So for every Carlton, Schmidt, and Rose there are hundreds of players like Dave Watkins, Morrie Steevens, Fireball Freddy Wenz, Len Matuszek, and Rick Bosetti. This is for them because I watched them with the expectation of greatness that they all hoped for. They may not have achieved the greatness of other players, but they lived the dream as big leaguers—the dream that for most of us was interrupted by reality. To me, just living that dream represents greatness.

  Special thanks to my good friend Dan (Video Dan) Stephenson, the Emmy Award winner from the Phillies organization. Then there was the great encouragement I got from Tom Burgoyne, a fine author a close friend of the Phillie Phanatic. Another good friend in Chris Wheeler and the former Phillies Vice President, Public Relations, Larry Shenk, were instrumental in the process.

  The late Max Silberman was a huge help. As was Joe Short, a former minor league pitcher whose best pitch was the Naked Fastball (you know, it had nothing on it).

  Then there are the friends who are so supportive. My long-term buddy, Nick Del Moore, Mark and Jeanette Turnbull, J.T. Prescott, Carole and Pat McCullough, Mike and Sue Green, just to name a few. Some great neighbors/friends like Rocky and Cindy Parise, Gary and Liz Scott and their son, Gary, who I call Garrance. Frank and Beth Serratore always have my back and John and Lisa Monaco. Another long-term ally from a previous life is as good a friend as I’ve ever had, Alfred Casinelli. If I have ever had a spiritual advisor it’s Al. Along with that, he also makes a great martini!

  Speaking of great martinis, we all need a place we call our own—a Cheers kind of place where you can just be yourself. And at the beach, my place is DiOrio’s, in Somers Point, NJ. It’s a neighborhood place with excellent food, a fun atmosphere, great friendships, and lots of support, which offers me the chance to not take everything so damn seriously. Denny DiOrio is a good friend and a knowledgeable sports fan who has always been supportive. A guy you can test book ideas with. Friendless Jim Driscoll, who in addition to making the best Bloody Mary around, has also mastered the art of the Manhattan. And then there is our mutual friend, Samantha Raph, who always offers a smile and her friendship as well. Also among my beach peeps is my cousin Kathy Headley, daughter Kristen and fiancé Tom. And a special thank-you to my sons, Brent and Kyle, who have always made life very interesting and fun.

  Any appreciation of true friends would be incomplete without mentioning my late friend of 34 years who we lost in July of 2014, Joe Nickels, who I miss terribly. The Philadelphia Pickwick Club and the Polar Bear Challenge on New Year’s morning in Margate, NJ will never be the same.

  So many of the players I spoke with had not been interviewed about their careers for years, if not decades. They spent some of their precious time speaking to me about baseball and life, two things that for me have always gone hand in hand.

  And sadly, the ensuing 10 years between printings of Philadelphia Phillies: Where Have You Gone?, have seen more than a few of the original players pass away. God rest their souls.


  INTRODUCTION

  Imagine my surprise. It’s been more than 10 years since I wrote Phillies: Where Have You Gone? It was my first book published back in 2004. The good folks at Skyhorse Publishing wanted to update and republish it. How cool is that?

  I’ve written 9 books since PHILLIES was published and I’m very proud of all 10 of my books. Actually, 10-and-a-half, but that’s a different story! That being said, the first time you do anything in life, quite often you look back at the effort and wish you could do it again—sort of a make good, or a golfer’s mulligan. Many times over the years I’d look at my first book and wish I could change some things. Not that it was bad, it’s just that all these years later I knew that I could do better. And now here’s that opportunity. I’m getting a Mully!

  The idea of PHILLIES came to me because I always seem to root not just for the stars, but also for the guys who struggle, the ordinary Joe’s who give it their all and maybe have careers sort of like my first book. Something that they are proud of, that they worked hard to produce, but feel that they could have done more. So many players who I rooted for were guys who most baseball fans would recognize. But then there are quite a few that only a very serious fan would know about.

  The motivation for the book came from one of those players who I took a liking to. He was a catcher by the name of Dave Watkins who had a completely forgettable Major League career. His one year in the Show was 1969 in which he hit .176 with 4 home runs and 12 RBI. I remembered during that season that the Phillies announcers often mentioned that Watkins wanted to become a doctor.

  When 1970 rolled around, the Phillies catchers were Tim McCarver and Mike Ryan. When they both suffered broken hands in the same inning of the same game in San Francisco, the club brought up Mike Compton and Del Bates. Where was Watkins? With a year of big league experience, he would have naturally been the first catcher brought up from the minor leagues to fill in. But he was nowhere to be found.

  Turns out he did become a doctor and quite a successful one at that. His story reminds me a little of Archibald “Moonlight” Graham in the fantastic movie, FIELD OF DREAMS. His story is here, along with many others.

  One of the great things about sports in general and baseball in particular is that we can identify with some of the players. And they are not all Hall of Famers like Schmidt, Robin Roberts, or should-be Hall of Famers like Rose. Sometimes the players we feel a kinship with are the guys who go out there away from the highlight tapes, out of the spotlight, and just enjoy their moments in the Major League sun.

  This book is for them, their efforts, and their Big League dream that came true.


  PHILLIES

  MANAGERS AND COACHES

  1950-1959

  The Managers:

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Eddie Sawyer
      	1948-52
      	(591 games, 296 wins-292 losses)
    

    
      	Steve O’Neill
      	1952-54
      	(324 games, 182 wins-140 losses)
    

    
      	Mayo Smith
      	1955-58
      	(545 games, 264 wins-281 losses)
    

    
      	Eddie Sawyer
      	1958-60
      	(227 games, 94 wins-132 losses)
    

  

  The Coaches:

  Benny Bengough (1946-58); Dick Carter (1959-60); Earle Combs (1954); Dusty Cooke (1948-52); George Earnshaw (1949-50); Tom Ferrick (1959); Eddie Mayo (1952-54); Maje McDonnell (1951, 54-57); Wally Moses (1954-58); Cy Perkins (1946-54); Bill Posedel (1958); Johnny Riddle (1959); Andy Seminick (1957-58); Whit Wyatt (1955-57).

  1960-1969

  The Managers:

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Andy Cohen
      	1960
      	(1 game, 1 win-no losses)
    

    
      	Gene Mauch
      	1960-68
      	(1331 games, 645 wins-684 losses)
    

    
      	George Myatt
      	1968
      	(2 games, 2 wins-no losses)
    

    
      	Bob Skinner
      	1968-69
      	(215 games, 92 wins-123 losses)
    

    
      	George Myatt
      	1969
      	(54 games, 19 wins-35 losses)
    

  

  The Coaches:

  Andy Cohen (1960); Billy DeMars (1969-81); Don Hoak (1967); Bob Lemon (1961); Harry “Peanuts” Lowrey (1960-66); Cal McLish (1965-66); George Myatt (1964-72); Bob Oldis (1964-66); Andy Seminick (1967-69); Larry Shepard (1967); Al Vincent (1961-63); Al Widmar (1962-64, 68-69).

  1970-1979

  The Managers:

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Frank Lucchesi
      	1970-72
      	(399 games, 166-233)
    

    
      	Paul Owens
      	1972
      	(80 games, 33-47)
    

    
      	Danny Ozark
      	1973-79
      	(1,105 games, 594-510)
    

    
      	Dallas Green
      	1979-81
      	(299 games, 169-130)
    

  

  The Coaches:

  Carroll Beringer (1973-78); Brandy Davis (1972); Billy DeMars (1969-81); Doc Edwards (1970-72); Ray Rippelmeyer (1970-78); Harm Starrette (1979-81); Tony Taylor (1977-79); Bob Tiefenauer (1979); Bobby Wine (1972-83).

  1980-1989

  The Managers:

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Dallas Green
      	1979-81
      	(299 games, 169-130)
    

    
      	Pat Corrales
      	1981-83
      	(248 games, 132-115)
    

    
      	Paul Owens
      	1983-84
      	(239 games, 128-111)
    

    
      	John Felske
      	1985-87
      	(384 games, 190-194)
    

    
      	Lee Elia
      	1987-88
      	(254 games, 111-142)
    

    
      	John Vukovich
      	1988
      	(9 games, 5-4)
    

    
      	Nick Leyva
      	1989-91
      	(338 games, 148-189)
    

  

  The Coaches:

  Ruben Amaro (1980-81); Larry Bowa (1988-96); Dave Bristol (1982-85 & 88); Jim Davenport (1986-87); Billy DeMars (1969-81); Lee Elia (1980-81 & 85-87); John Felske (1984); Deron Johnson (1982-84); Darold Knowles (1989-90); Denis Menke (1989-96); Claude Osteen (1982-88); Mike Ryan (1980-95); Herm Starrette (1979-81); Tony Taylor (1988-89); Del Unser (1985-88); John Vukovich (1988-04); Bobby Wine (1972-83).

  1990-1999

  The Managers:

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Nick Leyva
      	1989-91
      	(338 games, 148 wins-189 losses)
    

    
      	Jim Fregosi
      	1991-96
      	(894 games, 431 wins-463 losses)
    

    
      	Terry Francona
      	1997-00
      	(648 games, 285 wins-363 losses)
    

  

  The Coaches:

  Larry Bowa (1988-96); Dave Cash (1996); Galen Cisco (1997-00); Chuck Cottier (1997-00); Ramon Henderson (1998-08); Darold Knowles (1989-90); Hal Lanier (1990-91); Hal McRae (1997-00); Brad Mills (1997-00); Johnny Podres (1991-96); Joe Rigoli (1996-97); Mel Roberts (1992-95); Mike Ryan (1980-95); John Vukovich (1988-04); Jim Wright (1996).

  2000-2009

  The Managers:

  
    
      
      
      
    
    
      	Larry Bowa
      	2001-04
      	(645 games, 337 wins–308 losses)
    

    
      	Gary Varsho
      	2004
      	(2 games, 1 win–1 loss)
    

    
      	Charlie Manuel
      	2005-13
      	(1,416 games, 780 wins–636 losses)
    

  

  The Coaches:

  Mick Billmeyer (2008-12); Marc Bombard (2005-06); Bill Dancy (2005-06); Rich Dubee (2005-13); Greg Gross (2001-04/2010-11); Richie Hebner (2001); Ramon Henderson (1998-08); Joe Kerrigan (2003-04); Davey Lopes (2007-10); Pete Mackanin (2009-11/2014); Jerry Martin (2008); Sam Perlozzo (2009-11); Verne Ruhle (2001-02); Tony Scott (2001-03); Steve Smith (2007-08); Milt Thompson (2004-10); Gary Varsho (2002-06); John Vukovich (1998-04).

  2010-2014

  The Managers:

  Charlie Manuel 2005-13 (1,416 games, 780 wins–636 losses)

  Ryan Sandberg 2013–present (204 games, 93 wins–111 losses)

  The Coaches:

  Mick Billmeyer (2008-12); Larry Bowa (2014-present); Rich Dubee (2005-13); Greg Gross (2001-04/2010-11); Steve Henderson (2012-present); Wally Joyner (2013); Davey Lopes (2007-10); Bob McClure (2014-present); Pete Mackanin (2009-11/2014-present); JohnMizerock (2014-present); Rod Nichols (2012-present); Sam Perlozzo (2009-11); Juan Samuel (2011-present); Ryne Sandberg (2012-13); Milt Thompson (2004-10); Jesus Tiamo (2011-present).


  Chapter 1

  PITCHERS

  

  Where Have You Gone?

  LARRY ANDERSEN

  Larry Andersen pitched in 699 career big-league games, all but one as a reliever. His one start came with the Mariners in 1982. Pitching out of the bullpen, this workhorse with a sometimes unhittable slider pitched in at least 30 games 12 times during his career. Primarily used as a setup man, he did save 13 games for the ’91 Padres. Andy was a member of the ’83 and ’93 Phillies World Series teams.

  After three brief look-sees with the Cleveland Indians, Andersen finally got an opportunity to pitch regularly with the Seattle Mariners, going 3-3 in 1981 in 41 games. He also appeared in 40 games the following season before being purchased by the Phillies in 1983. He went 1-0 in 17 games with an ERA of 2.39 and also pitched well in two World Series appearances against the Baltimore Orioles in a losing cause.

  After working in 64 and 57 games over the next two seasons, Andy spent the next five seasons in Houston. He went 9-5 in 1987 in 67 games with a 3.45 ERA. After pitching in at least 50 games over the next three years, he was dealt to the Boston Red Sox for Jeff Bagwell, who went on to become one of the finest players in Astros history.

  Andersen appeared in just 15 games for Boston and was 0-1 in three games in the ALCS.

  [image: images]

  
    #47 LARRY ANDERSEN • PITCHER

    Phillies, Indians, Mariners, Astros, Red Sox, Padres

    Born: 5/6/1953 Portland OR

    Height: 6-3 • Weight: 205 lbs. • Bats right • Throws right

    17 year Major League Career: 40-39

    Phillies 6 years • Major League Debut: 1975

  

  He then signed as a free agent with the San Diego Padres and responded with a 4-5 record over a two-year period with 15 saves in 72 total games before returning to the Phillies for the 1993 and ’94 seasons.

  In the Phillies’ World Series season of ’93, Andersen appeared in 64 games with a 3-2 record and an ERA of 2.92. His slider worked to perfection most of that season against right-handed hitters.

  Also well known as one of baseball’s worst-hitting pitchers, he had just five hits in 38 career at-bats for a meek .132 average.

  Larry Andersen is also known as one of the great jokesters of the game. Just some of his favorite axioms about baseball and life include, “Why do you park in the driveway?” “Why do people sing, ‘Take Me Out to the Ballgame’ when they’re already there?” and “If he’s a good fastball hitter, should I throw him a bad fastball?”

  After his playing career ended, Andersen spent the 1995 season as a player coach with the Reading Phillies before assuming the responsibility as pitching coach of the organization’s top farm club, the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Red Barons in 1996 and ’97, helping young pitchers hone their skills.

  Following the untimely death of Philadelphia icon player and announcer, Hall of Famer Richie Ashburn, Andersen became a broadcaster for the team in 1998. His goofy and off-beat persona is well appreciated, as is his knowledge of the game. Andersen teams with Scott Franzke as the Phillies radio announcers.

  

  Where Have You Gone?

  JACK BALDSCHUN

  Jack Baldschun was one of the first pitchers, along with Ruben Gomez, to utilize the screwball on a regular basis. Following his minor league career that included stops in towns like Thibodeau, Wausau, Savannah, Albuquerque, Visalia and Topeka, Baldschun made his way to the Show.
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