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For my son, Alexander

“You are a member of an eternal people,

A letter in their scroll.

Let their eternity live on in you.”

—Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
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Foreword

In the pages that follow, you will come to sense that in Israel there is something alive in the air.

Something somewhat indescribable, a song unsung, even though the whole world urges us to put to words the melody it sings.

Maybe this is simply life, an affirmation of the extraordinary found in the everyday experiences that connect us as human beings: The children on their way to school; the market vendors selling fruit to a passerby; a couple biking down the sidewalk.

I first heard it on the beaches of Tel Aviv, where the police skateboarded down the boardwalk and the father biked with his infant daughter in the seat behind him.

Where the Chabadniks chanted in prayer on Saturday morning, their melodies juxtaposed with the quiet found in the markets closed on Shabbat in Nachalat Binyamin.

I saw it on the avant–garde graffiti painted on the shops in Mahane Yehuda Market; strokes telling the story of everyone who has touched and been touched by Jerusalem’s people: Jews, Christians, and Muslims in abundance.
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