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  To David and Courtney.

  If my legacy is my marvelous children, I’ve done all right.


  FOREWORD

  I graduated from and played football at Virginia Tech. I’m preparing for my 20th season as head football coach here. I raised my family here. I love this school and it has been a huge part of my life. I love to talk about Virginia Tech and I enjoy reading about Virginia Tech.

  Many of the athletes featured in Game of My Life: Virginia Tech played for me. A couple played with me, and one of them is me. Even though I know their stories, I had fun reading about them and the important games they experienced in a Tech uniform. I learned a few things along the way, too. It was a real pleasure reading about the athletes who preceded me here as well. Virginia Tech has a rich history, as evidenced by the likes of Dickie Beard, Carroll Dale, Chris Smith, Glen Combs, and many others.

  Mike Harris has covered my team for a number of years for the Richmond Times-Dispatch. He covered us when we didn’t win too many games, and he covered us when we won all our games and played for the national championship. He’s always impressed me by being thorough and fair. I know he put in the necessary time to make this a quality book. It shows with each of the stories he tells about 30 Tech athletes and the game of each of their lives. He’s written with equal aplomb about some of the stars and some of the non-stars who had a memorable day.

  There’s not a Virginia Tech fan out there who won’t find this book a great reading experience. If you attended one of the games, you’ll get a kick out of reliving it along with one of your favorite Hokies. If you didn’t attend the game, you’ll feel like you did when you finish the chapter.

  —Frank Beamer

  Head football coach, Virginia Tech


  FOOTBALL


  CHAPTER 1

  DICKIE BEARD

  In 1996, Dickie Beard received a terrific Christmas present from daughter Diane, one of his four children. She put together two detailed scrapbooks of her father’s exploits as a football player in high school, at Virginia Tech and in the military. It was quite a labor of love, and it is something Beard shows off with great pride these days.

  “It was really special,” Beard says of the gift. “It must have taken her a while to do it.”

  Photos, media guides, newspaper clippings, letters, and more make up the two thick books. It makes for very entertaining—and educational—reading. To see Virginia Tech described as “a little engineering” school, as it was at that time, would elicit a belly laugh from someone who has only seen the school in recent years. It’s hardly little, with an enrollment of 28,000. And it’s far more than an engineering school, though engineering is a large part of Tech’s culture.

  When Beard went there, though, the description was quite accurate. The school had an enrollment of just 3,000, and it was a long way from his Cumberland, Maryland, home. It was in Cumberland that Beard earned the nickname “The Cumberland Flash,” because of his speed and prowess in both football and track. The Hokies had an “in” with Beard because his brother Ralph played at Tech in the 1940s. Ralph Beard scored the school’s only touchdown in the 1946 Sun Bowl.

  “We didn’t get down to see him too much,” Beard says of his brother’s college playing days. “It was about an eight-hour drive and that was before Interstate 81 was even thought about, so we’d only get down once or twice a year. I remember they played up this way once and we saw that game.

  “I wasn’t even planning on going anywhere on a football scholarship. I was so little. But I did good in high school and that got me thinking more about it. Tech recruited me. Maryland was after me some, that’s when they had their big guns. I was familiar with Tech and I liked the school better than Maryland.”

  So The Cumberland Flash decided to follow in his brother’s footsteps in Blacksburg, Virginia.

  The Setting

  Beard enrolled at Tech during an interesting time for the football squad. The Hokies competed in the Southern Conference, at the time a big, sprawling conference with an excellent reputation. (It’s Division I-AA in football now.) In 1953, eight of the conference’s schools split to form the Atlantic Coast Conference. Tech was not included. As The Washington Post wrote, it “got the brush off as too unimportant.”

  The snub didn’t sit well with Tech, and remained in the school’s consciousness for more than 50 years. When the ACC expanded recently, Tech was included, thanks in no small part to political pressure put on the University of Virginia to make sure the other Division I-A program in the state wasn’t left behind. That didn’t sit well with many in the ACC, who still didn’t want Tech in the league. But Tech quickly showed it belonged by winning the 2004 ACC championship.

  Beard said the 1954 team didn’t know much about the goings-on that led to the formation of the ACC. He knows the exclusion of Tech was a hot topic at the school and he notes that the 2004 ACC title was Tech’s first “official” championship. The 1954 team, he said, liked to consider itself the unofficial ACC champions.

  “I don’t know what all went on, but I know there were some hard feelings [because] they didn’t take us in,” Beard says. “We say we were the ACC champs that year. We won more ACC games than any of the ACC teams did.”

  
    Notes on Dickie Beard

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	Name:
        	Richard Vanmetre “Dickie” Beard
      

      
        	Born:
        	October 20, 1933
      

      
        	Hometown:
        	Cumberland, Maryland
      

      
        	Current residence:
        	Roanoke, Virginia
      

      
        	Occupation:
        	Retired. Ran his own janitorial service for 30 years. Now spends time with his four children and 13 grandchildren, all of whom live in the Roanoke area.
      

      
        	Position:
        	Halfback
      

      
        	Height/Playing weight:
        	5-8, 170
      

      
        	Years lettered:
        	1952-55
      

      
        	Accomplishments:
        	Beard led the Hokies in rushing three straight years, 1953-55, and finished his career with 1,378 yards on 280 carries. His best year was 1954, when he rushed 128 times and led the Southern Conference with 647 yards, 88 yards better than the runner-up. The Associated Press named him the state’s outstanding athlete in 1954. He was also the Norfolk Sports Club’s 1954 Most Valuable Player among state football players and a member of the All-Southern Conference team.
      

      
        	Nickname:
        	The Cumberland Flash
      

      
        	The game:
        	Virginia Tech at Clemson, October 2, 1954
      

    

  

  Well, almost. Tech was 4-0 against ACC teams in 1954, the same record Duke and Maryland posted in league play. North Carolina also won four league games, against two defeats. Tech’s success against ACC teams was noticed around the league. A man named Jim Weaver was the ACC’s commissioner at the time, an interesting fact given that a man named Jim Weaver was Tech’s athletic director when the school finally gained admission to the league 50 years later. Weaver the commissioner was quoted before the Hokies’ 1954 game at Clemson as saying, “The first thing you know, Tech will claim the ACC championship and then want a spot in the Orange Bowl.”

  The Hokies certainly weren’t thinking bowls two games into the season. They just wanted to keep winning.

  * * *

  Dickie Beard apologizes. The game was a long time ago and he doesn’t remember all that much. Yet he does remember one key thing about Virginia Tech’s trip to Clemson in October of his junior season with the Hokies.

  “It was hot—real hot, almost 100 degrees,” Beard recalls. “We didn’t have all that stuff they have today to help keep you cool. We really felt that heat.”

  Beard’s team was hot on the field that day, figuratively hot before it even made the trip. The Hokies were in their fourth season under Frank Moseley, who hadn’t posted a winning record in the first three. The 1954 team opened with victories against North Carolina State and Wake Forest. Its trip to Clemson was seen as a real test. Clemson was, as The Washington Post wrote, one of the big guys of college football. Tech was “the little engineering school sometimes called VPI.” The two were not considered on the same level in football. Clemson and Tech had played four times over the previous 20 years, and Clemson had won all four with relative ease.

  But the Hokies were convinced they were the better team in 1954, convinced the year was going to be something special. They went into Clemson and produced a first half that Moseley told reporters “was the best I’ve ever seen.” Beard, enjoying the start of an all-Southern Conference season, was part of that. In the first half, he took a handoff deep in Clemson territory. Newspaper accounts vary. Some say he was 14 yards away, some say he was 18 yards away from the end zone.

  “Let’s go with 18,” Beard says with a laugh. “Yeah, it was 18.”

  Beard’s memory of that day may be a little shaky, but luckily for the Hokies, their play was anything but.

  [image: image]

  Dickie Beard followed his brother Ralph on the Virginia Tech football team.

  Game Results

  They left Clemson that hot day with an 18-7 victory. Beard did his part, scoring on that 18-yard run and picking up 74 yards on 17 carries. He also made several key tackles on defense. His kicking wasn’t good that day, as he missed all three conversion attempts. But it hardly figured in the game’s outcome.

  “There wasn’t any such thing as a specialist back then. I played halfback on both sides, plus I was the kicker,” recalls Beard. “I was in high school when I started punting, kicking off, and doing extra points. Of course, there were many better punters than me when I was in college.

  “There weren’t as many guys on the team back in those days as there is now, but we had some real talent. George Preas [an offensive lineman] went on and played in the NFL for a long time. We had a real good team that year.”

  Later in the season, Tech defeated archrival Virginia, 6-0, to complete a 4-0 sweep of ACC teams. The only blemish the entire season was a 7-7 tie with William and Mary. The Hokies finished 8-0-1. No other Tech team went unbeaten during the regular season until the 1999 team finished 11-0.

  “Coach Moseley was a real hard-nosed fellow,” remembers Beard. “He believed in blocking and tackling and lots of running. This was not during games—this was after practice. I think we won some of those ballgames in 1954—and Clemson is one of them—just by being in better shape than the other teams. We just wore Clemson down in the second half.”

  Beard, Moseley told reporters later in the ’54 season, “has been a lifesaver for us.” Injuries affected the Hokies’ depth in the offensive backfield and Beard had to carry more of a load than normal. He wound up leading the Southern Conference in rushing and the Hokies in scoring with 39 points. He missed those three conversions against Clemson, but he didn’t miss too many others. He also intercepted three passes that season, tying him with Leo Burke for the team lead.

  Life After Tech

  Beard was inducted into Tech’s Hall of Fame in 1987, the same year current coach Frank Beamer took over the program. The current Hokies are familiar to Beard, who has had season tickets with his wife, Wanda, since 1972. Beard goes to some road games, too, a much easier task now that the Hokies are in the ACC and play a number of road games within easy driving distance from his home in Roanoke, Virginia. Several of Beard’s former teammates are regulars at most home games.

  “We met a lot of people when I was at Tech, people I became lifelong friends with. It has been such a major thing in my life and we really enjoy following the team now,” Beard says. “I like what Coach Beamer has done. He’s been very good with Tech; he’s very humble and he just looks after you.

  “I don’t remember a whole lot of the details anymore, but I remember we had some pretty good teams. I’m still in touch with some of the fellows. Tech was a good time in my life.”


  CHAPTER 2

  CARROLL DALE

  Carroll Dale grew up in the coal country of Wise, Virginia, where he still lives today. Even after a long and decorated career as a professional football player, Dale remains a small-town guy at heart.

  “Oh yeah,” he says. “That’s the reason I was so happy in Green Bay. It was a small town. You can get across town in 15 minutes, no problem. I always loved the hills. Never have and never will care for the big city. Too much traffic. Even back when I was in Los Angeles, you could spend two hours trying to get 50 miles.”

  He was, quite simply, gifted. His athletic skills would have stood out anywhere. In a small town, they glared and screamed. Those skills got him a chance to do something he otherwise wouldn’t have been able to do—go to college.

  “My dad was a coal miner,” says Dale, who worked for a while in the coal business himself after his pro career ended. “We had meager means, didn’t even have a car until I was a sophomore in high school. And that was one car.”

  Times were different then, and Dale knew it would take a lot of hard work to gain entry to college.

  “This was probably before they had all the financial aid that they have these days,” Dale says of college. “I probably could not have gone [if not for sports]. When I was a junior and senior in high school, I knew I had to make the grades to play in high school, and that I needed the grades to get into college.

  “I loved sports. When August 15 came around and we could start practicing football, it was like Christmas to me. Even though it was hard work, it was an exciting time.”

  When it came time to pick a college, Dale signed with the University of Tennessee. This was before the letter-of-intent became a binding agreement. The Southeastern Conference had such a rule, but it was only for conference schools.

  “I visited Georgia Tech, Kentucky, and Tennessee,” he recalls. “I signed with UT. Then I visited Clemson and Richmond and Virginia and Virginia Tech. Tennessee started feeding me some smoke about making All-America and all that stuff.

  “Then I went up to Tech. Coach [Frank] Moseley said, ‘We are going to offer you an opportunity to get an education and play all the football you want to play.’ Blacksburg was a much better fit for me. I felt like I would have much less temptation there, and be able to concentrate on the books. Not having a vehicle, I could get downtown easily or get to church.”

  Dale wasted no time, choosing engineering as a focus and joining classes at Tech during the first summer session to get a leg up in math and English. On the football field, however, he was already way ahead of the curve.

  The Setting

  John Moody, who now works in athletic fund-raising at Tech, played for the Hokies in 1952 and ’53 before going into the service for two years. He came back to find his new partner at receiver.

  “I went to high school in the Richmond area,” Moody says. “We had really good football teams when I was in high school. But coming from little- bitty Wise County, we didn’t have anybody with Carroll’s talent. And we had a lot of good players.

  “He did things so easy. He ran so smoothly it didn’t look like he was doing anything. He was extremely fast, had great hands. I remember wind sprints. I made up for a lack of size with a lack of speed. Not Carroll. If we ran a 50-yard wind sprint, he’d beat us by 10 yards.

  “If he was playing in today’s football, he’d finish his career with 35, 40 touchdowns. He had that kind of talent, and he could play today.”

  
    Notes on Carroll Dale

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	Name:
        	Carroll Wayne Dale
      

      
        	Born:
        	April 24, 1938
      

      
        	Hometown:
        	Wise, Virginia
      

      
        	Current residence:
        	Wise, Virginia
      

      
        	Occupation:
        	Athletic fund-raiser, University of Virginia-Wise
      

      
        	Position:
        	Split end
      

      
        	Height/Playing weight:
        	6-1, 195
      

      
        	Years lettered:
        	1956-59
      

      
        	Accomplishments:
        	Dale played in his first game at Tech as a non-starter then started the final 39 games of his career. He was Tech’s first All-American and was the Southern Conference player of the year in 1958. He also won the Jacobs Blocking Trophy. He led the team in receiving each of his four seasons. Dale left Tech and had a long career in the National Football League, starting on three straight championship teams for the Green Bay Packers, including the first two Super Bowl winners. His 205 receiving yards (on six catches) against Detroit on September 29, 1968 rank among the best single games in Packers history. He led Green Bay in catches from 1959-71. He is in the College Football Hall of Fame as a 1987 inductee.
      

      
        	The game:
        	Richmond at Virginia Tech, November 8, 1958
      

    

  

  The ball didn’t get thrown as much then as it does now. Though he led Tech all four years he was there, Dale’s career numbers aren’t spectacular: he caught 67 passes for 1,195 yards and 15 touchdowns.

  “At that time, nobody had the wide-open offense in this area,” Dale says. “Maybe out in Texas they were playing wide open. Not around here.”

  Dale didn’t start his first game at Tech, though he did play thanks to some circumstances that took some veteran receivers off the team. But he started every other game in his career. He doubled as a defensive end and even jokes that he had a third position—tight end at lunchtime.

  “When it comes down to who pays, then I’m a tight end,” he says. “I was just fortunate enough to be in a position to play and I played most of those games for 60 minutes. I don’t remember coming out much.

  “Through necessity, they threw me in and I did well enough that they kept me in. I got an opportunity by chance. We’re in the Sugar Bowl playing Tulane in the second game of the year, and I was starting. I didn’t know enough to be nervous or scared. I just went out and played.”

  Dale only caught eight passes as a freshman, good enough for the team lead. It was the third straight year that the team leader had fewer than 10 catches. He more than doubled his total the next season with 17. As a junior, Dale caught 25 passes for six touchdowns, tying a Southern Conference record for scoring catches in a season.

  * * *

  These days, people would laugh if you talked about Richmond and Virginia Tech playing in a grudge football game. The Hokies are part of the game’s elite, a consistent member of the Top 25 and owners of a bowl streak of 13 seasons. The Spiders have a fine program as well, but they’re in Division I-AA now. The talent gap is wide, and the teams haven’t played each other in 22 years.

  It hasn’t always been that way. The state of Virginia’s “big five” used to consist of Tech, Virginia, William and Mary, Richmond, and Virginia Military Institute. The latter three schools are Division I-AA now, but in the “old days” the five were very competitive.

  Carroll Dale, a budding star receiver at Tech, remembers a game against Richmond from his freshman season very well.

  [image: image]

  The small-town lifestyle at Virginia Tech suited Carroll Dale.

  “We didn’t even wear a single bar facemask,” Dale says. “I remember there were 3-4 receivers that had to have stitches. There were a lot of elbows flying. . . they beat up on us.

  “My attitude was, somebody’s playing dirty, they’re the one’s going to get caught. I didn’t try to retaliate. If I had to block them, it would increase the motivation to do a good job. A little extra motivation doesn’t hurt.”

  Tech got the ultimate revenge by winning that 1956 game 46-14, and by whipping the Spiders again the following year 42-7. When the Spiders came to visit for the 1958 season, it was a different deal. Tech has started the season 3-1 but lost badly at Florida State, dropped a one-point heartbreaker against West Virginia and then tied N.C. State. Plenty was riding on this game, and it turns out, a single pass to Dale.

  Game Results

  The Hokies trailed in the third quarter against Richmond. Tech quarterback Billy Holsclaw and Dale had already hooked up for one touchdown. This time, Dale hauled in a 37-yarder for his second score of the game. Tech lined up for the two-point conversion. Holsclaw dropped back and found his favorite target, Dale. But the pass was a little too long. Dale stretched and dove.

  “Laying out and catching the ball is probably more of a natural ability,” Dale says. “You see people dive for that ball. If they don’t have the ability to turn while they are falling, they aren’t going to make the catch. You have to be able to catch it and flip your shoulder over. Otherwise, as you come to the ground, the ball is going to be separated. Something has to hit the ground first besides the ball. Some guys can do that now, some guys can’t. It has to be a motion of, dive, catch and turn.”

  The conversion pass from Holsclaw was indeed a tad long. Not a problem for a receiver with Dale’s skills. He laid out, got his hands on the ball, hit the ground and held on. It was the best catch Dale made that year, and maybe in his collegiate career. Yet it didn’t even count as an official catch, though it did give his team two valuable points.
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  Dale led Coach Frank Moseley’s team in receiving all four seasons.

  Wendy Weisend, writing in The Techgram, called the play “what is bound to be one of the finest receptions ever made in Miles Stadium on a diving, last-ditch grab.”

  Tech ended up winning the game, 27-23. Dale says he doesn’t remember too many specifics of that game. “There’s been a whole lot of football games played since then,” he says of his playing career. But he did note that “as far as making catches, that was probably my best game.”

  Life After Tech

  Dale follows sports now and stays in touch with a lot of his former teammates through golf outings. His NFL alumni team got to go to Phoenix last year for the Super Bowl of Golf, finishing fourth.

  Golf may take up some of his free time, but it was football that opened a lot of doors for him. He received an education and the chance to win three Super Bowls playing for the legendary Vince Lombardi and the Green Bay Packers. Dale credits his success in football to his small-town upbringing.

  “I think the real key is my homelife training, my background,” Dale says. “I was taken to church, not sent. By having a higher purpose in life, spiritually speaking, I didn’t put that total emphasis on sports. It was kind of an important thing that I loved to do. It wasn’t the only reason for living. I really think the spiritual side of it kept me in line, trying to do the right thing.”

  Moody, Dale’s teammate for two years, knew he was going to be a success with or without football.

  “What an excellent work ethic,” Moody says of Dale. “A great person, a great leader, a leader by example. He had great individual character. He was always going to class, always doing his homework, always had the Good Book with him. Whatever he did, whatever he does, it’s going to get done the class way. As wonderful a player as he was, he’s a better person.”


  CHAPTER 3

  BOB SCHWEICKERT

  Bob Schweickert’s life turned in a football stadium. But it wasn’t during a football game. As a 13-year-old, he went to what is now called University of Richmond Stadium to hear orator Billy Graham.

  “When I was 13, I gave my life to the Lord at a Billy Graham crusade,” Schweickert recalls. “I said this is what I want. I really accepted the Lord as my dad because I didn’t have one.

  “It’s kind of the way I was. . . . When I got to the Jets as a pro player, my nickname was ‘Mother.’ I was the mother of the guys . . . that’s the stand that I took, and that’s just the way my whole life has been. I always talked to high schools and such, about Jesus and how important [religion] can be.

  “When I met my wife—we’re just crazy in love—the foundation in her life is her love of the Lord. We give God the glory; we give Him the glory in all of it. She has two wedding rings on her finger; the first one is from when she accepted the Lord and put Him first in her life. I come in second but, boy, coming in second is better than coming in first with most marriages.”

  As a young man, Schweickert was blessed with considerable athletic ability. Tommy Francisco, whose career at Tech overlapped Schweickert’s by a year, called him “the best athlete I ever played with at Virginia Tech.”

  “I’ll never forget as a freshman, him coming down the field in practice,” remembers Francisco. “He just faked me out of my jock. He was fast and a real intelligent guy. Any time he went to class, he carried a football with him. You’d see him going across the drill field with that football in his arms.”

  Schweickert was just thrilled to be in college. His father left home when he was much younger. An older brother had gone to Tech, “and my mother had to do all she could to help him,” says Schweickert. He wasn’t sure during his days at Midlothian High School if he would be recruited by any school outside his immediate area.

  “We were playing at Colonial Heights and I was having a pretty good game,” Schweickert says. “An official came up to me and said, ‘Son, where are you going to college?’ I asked if he really thought I could go to college. I thought I was playing for Midlothian and nobody knew who I was. I was just doing the best I could.

  “But by my senior year, I started getting phone calls from colleges, and I ended up with about 24 offers. I met with Coach [Jerry] Claiborne and I really liked Tech. I had to also think of when there would be an opportunity to play. Terry Strock was going to be a senior, so when I was a sophomore they would need a quarterback.”

  The job was ticketed for Schweickert, just the type of quarterback Claiborne loved. Since he didn’t like to throw much, Claiborne preferred a quarterback who could scare people with his running ability. That was Schweickert.

  The Setting

  En route to taking over the quarterback job, Schweickert suffered a severe injury to his left shoulder.

  “We were in practice and someone had stopped my progress and I was standing,” Schweickert recalls. “Two of my teammates hit me as hard as they could and my shoulder socket split. That was as painful as anything. Coach Claiborne said, ‘Get up, you have to play.’ I said I could not. He told me I had to run up and down the sidelines until the end of practice.

  “It was the most pain I had ever felt. Another kid had broken his arm at the same practice. They sent us to the doctor in Roanoke in a car. My left shoulder was broken, and his right arm was broken. He was shifting with his left arm, while I drove with my right. Imagine them doing that to [Michael] Vick.

  
    Notes on Bob Schweickert

    
      
        
        
      
      
        	Name:
        	Robert L. Schweickert
      

      
        	Born:
        	September 17, 1942
      

      
        	Hometown:
        	Richmond, Virginia
      

      
        	Current residence:
        	Northbrook, Illinois
      

      
        	Occupation:
        	Schweickert retired from the furniture business and he and wife Georgeanne are in the ministry.
      

      
        	Position:
        	Quarterback
      

      
        	Height/Playing weight:
        	6-1, 191
      

      
        	Years lettered:
        	1962-64
      

      
        	Accomplishments:
        	The Tech media guide describes Schweickert as “one of the finest triple-threat quarterbacks in the history of the Southern Conference.” He was named to the 1964 All-America team by the Football Writers Association of America. He was the Southern Conference player of the year in 1963 when he ran for a record 839 yards and had a record 1,526 yards of total offense. He and fullback Sonny Utz combined for more than 6,000 yards of offense the three years they played together. Schweickert finished with 3,475 yards of total offense. He’s among the school’s all-time leaders in rushing, passing and total offense. Schweickert was inducted into the Tech Hall of Fame in 1983.
      

      
        	Nickname:
        	The Bon Air Bullet
      

      
        	The game:
        	Virginia Tech at Tulane, November 3, 1962
      

    

  

  “I got there and the fellow said to me, ‘You’ll be ready in 3-4 days.’ I couldn’t breathe, much less move. They sent the X-rays of my right shoulder, which was slightly separated. I asked, ‘Why don’t you go back and take X-rays of the left shoulder?’

  “There was nothing they could do. . . . I went in the shower every day and just about scalded myself. I would lift my arm [over and over]. Today I have no problem with my left shoulder, and I think that’s because I did what I did and didn’t leave it stationary.”

  Tech soldiered on without Schweickert, with Pete Cartwright at quarterback. It was shut out in two of its first four games, but did manage a one-point win over George Washington and a five-point victory over Virginia. Schweickert returned for the fifth game, though he wasn’t effective in his first three games back. He had minus-11 rushing yards over that span as Tech lost two of the three.

  “I never gave up when I was hurt,” Schweickert says. “[But] when you are hit like that and your body gives . . . you’re going to have some question [as to] whether you can take another hit. It’s like a guy with a knee that’s torn out. He has to run and take some hits and gain some confidence. Initially, I was a bit tentative. I remember telling Coach Claiborne when he came to see me, ‘Coach, I will give you all that I have. I hope that is good enough.’”

  So it wasn’t with any great confidence that the team headed to Tulane to play the Green Wave in the Sugar Bowl—the stadium, not the game.

  “The one thing that really stands out is we needed to win,” Schweickert recalls.

  Game Results

  Bob Schweickert’s legs were burning. He was running as fast as he could and he wasn’t certain he was getting anywhere. The end zone seemed like it was a long way away. The play had started back on Virginia Tech’s 26-yard line. Tech was playing against Tulane, a small team going against a big team in a big stadium in a huge game.

  “Tulane had a lot of meaning as a team,” says Schweickert. “It was by far the largest stadium we had ever played in. . . . It was a coliseum to us. It was one of the bigger teams we had played.”

  To that point, Tech was 3-4 and not enjoying the kind of season it expected. Schweickert needed a breakout day, his team needed a victory, and Tech was behind in the game. Schweickert, an option-style quarterback more dangerous as a runner than a passer, broke toward the sideline and turned upfield. With Green Wave defenders in hot pursuit, Schweickert kept going and going and going.

  [image: image]

  Bob Schweickert recovered from a severe injury to lead Virginia Tech to victory at Tulane.

  “I probably shouldn’t admit this, but I do admit it,” Schweickert says. “I was running down the sidelines with tears of joy streaming down my face. The joy of playing and helping a football team . . . and we were going to win this football game.”

  They were going to win it if Schweickert got into the end zone. His legs still burned, but he kept running and running and running—74 yards in all to score the touchdown and complete the comeback. Tech won, 24-22, and Schweickert finally displayed what all the fuss was about when he enrolled.
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