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INTRODUCTION 

The greatest parties in America have never been organized into a thrill seeker’s travel guide, or a party hopper’s bible—until now.

The events in this book are the reigning kings of raging celebrations. They’re annual extravaganzas that attract thousands upon thousands of revelers. They occur in the same place year after year, and nearly every state in the country is represented. Whether you’re a working stiff who wants to blow off some steam, a fun-loving retiree with free time on your hands, a college student shopping for spring break destinations, or a best man or maid of honor planning the perfect bachelor or bachelorette trip—this book will become your friend.

It’s fairly common knowledge that the social scene at Mardi Gras and the Kentucky Derby is extraordinary. However, the reality is that our country is teeming with parties that are comparable in both energy level and attitude. These spirited gatherings take the idea of a weekend getaway to the next level and are a surefire way to celebrate life in the United States.

The “commercialization of America” has resulted in nationwide uniform strip-mall landscapes that contain the same fast-food joints and repeating chain retail storefronts. In fact, it’s often difficult to distinguish one town or city from the next. What you cannot learn about a place by looking at it, you can learn by partying in it. There are unique cultural traditions and festivities hovering just below the radar in every area of the country. Many events tell a fascinating story about the city or region in which they occur, and the people in attendance are always full of jovial spirit. There’s more to these gatherings than beer drinking and uninhibited behavior (although that’s usually at the forefront)—they help to weave the social fabric of our country. So get out there and party across America, from sea to shining sea.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 

This book is written like a traditional travel guide, the destination being an event as well as a place. Each profile contains a description as well as how to get there; where to stay; what to bring; and phone numbers, ticket information, and special instructions. Use this guide in conjunction with the Internet— many websites are listed for planning purposes.

It’s organized into six geographic regions—The Northeast, The Southeast, Middle America, The Wild West, The West Coast, and Alaska, Hawaii, and the Super Bowl. States are alphabetically arranged in each of these regions.



 Description 

This section outlines the most important aspects of the event and the schedule, providing guidance to the party. Read about the history, the number of people who attend, and discover helpful hints about the area.



 Transportation 

Find the most convenient airport and navigate the local public transportation. Driving directions from the airport to your destination can be obtained on www.mapquest.com . In most cases you’ll use the hotel’s address as your MapQuest ending location. Each airport code is given, as is the airport website, which contains car-rental agencies and their phone numbers. The locations of Amtrak and Greyhound Bus stations are listed—visit www.amtrak.com or www.greyhound.com for schedules, rates, and further information. Local taxicab phone numbers and airport shuttle information are included.



 Accommodations 

In an effort to stay inside of people’s comfort zones, easily recognizable chain hotels are featured as often as possible. These include Holiday Inn, Marriott, Fairfield Inn, Best Western, and Days Inn, to name a few. Phone numbers, starting room rates (which do not include tax) during the event, and addresses for each hotel are provided. You can find further hotel listings by searching on Google for the city’s visitor’s center. Many of these parties are so huge that every room in town will sell out. Make your hotel reservation as soon as you purchase an airline ticket!



 Tickets 

If tickets are necessary, this is where you’ll look. Many of the parties are sporting events, music festivals, or other ticketed events, and they often sell out. You’ll find out where to go, whom to call, and how much tickets cost. Just be warned: The prices are current at the time of writing, but they’re guaranteed to go up each year.



 What to Pack 

Some of the items listed are a joke, but many are not. Furthermore, not every single necessity is listed—just the items that aren’t too obvious.



 Travel Deals 

Many people book their travel and hotel arrangements online, and this book is structured for that purpose. However,  Party Across America!  has partnered with a travel agency to make your party-hopping that much easier. Their name is Aggie Travel Points International, and they will often beat any online price for airfare and hotels to the events in this book. Give them a call at 970-482-1235 and mention  Party Across America!  for the best rates.




Visit 
www.partyacrossamericabook.com
to share your own party experiences, to meet 
the author, and to blog about which celebrations 
you’d like to see in the next edition.




SECTION 1 THE NORTHEAST 
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 Delaware 

PUNKIN CHUNKIN 

[image: 1s] Bridgeville, Delaware

First weekend in November

 www.punkinchunkin.com 

[image: 9781598698169_0017_001]

Have you ever wondered what happens to all those unpicked pumpkins after the Halloween season has passed? Some lie rotting in fields, others find their way into freshly baked pumpkin pies, while a select few are placed into gigantic catapults and launched over a mile through the Delaware sky.

The annual Punkin Chunkin World Championships has been taking place for over twenty years. The contestants who enter this most unique of long-distance volleys have gone so far as to genetically engineer the perfect white pumpkin, with a thick skin that resists breaking apart upon countdown sequence (believe it or not, an ounce of these seeds costs $80). This three-day party has grown each year at an astounding rate, with reports of 50,000 in attendance in 2007. The celebration has evolved into the second-largest annual gathering in the entire state and was recently relocated from a 300-acre field to a 1,000-acre field to accommodate advancements in punkin chunkin technology.

The catapulting begins at about 8:00 a.m. and ends at 2:30 p.m. The contestants tend to be local engineers, many seemingly unemployed, who enter one of several different classes. The machines resemble life-size erector-set models, and they hurtle pumpkins so far that you lose sight of them with the naked eye. Over 100 of these produce-slingers are put to the test each day while a variety of chili, pie, and pastry cook-offs are held outside of the ropes.

This “sporting” event takes place in a field, the atmosphere being that of a massive tailgate party that rages on long after the day’s contests have ended. Beer is not sold on the premises, but it is permitted, so bring your own. A stage is set up for live music, which takes place all day Friday through Sunday. Friday night is when the headlining musical act plays, and recent performers have been the Marshall Tucker Band and Charlie Daniels. On Saturday night, fireworks replace pumpkins as the sky-bound objects during the dramatic closing ceremony.

TRANSPORTATION 

[image: air] AIR: Book flights into Baltimore / Washington International Airport (BWI /  www.bwi.com  ) located seventy-seven miles away. There is also a smaller regional airport in Salisbury, Maryland, located thirty miles away.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

[image: h] HOTELS: Seaford, just five minutes south of Bridgeville, is the closest town with accommodations. The Holiday Inn Express (210 North Dual Highway / 302-629-2000 / $118), Hampton Inn (799 North Dual Highway / 302-629-4500 / $129), Days Inn (420 North Dual Highway / 302-629-4300 / $80), and Quality Inn (225 North Dual Highway / 302-629-8385 / $75) are options. If Seaford hotels are booked, then try a hotel in Rehoboth Beach by visiting  www.rehoboth.com .

[image: cam] CAMPING: Setting up a campsite is permitted from 10:00 A.M. Thursday to 10:00 A.M. Monday, and costs $150. One vehicle, two tents, and four campers are allowed per site, although additional parking passes are available. A camping form must be downloaded from the event website and mailed in prior to arrival. No water or power is available, although port-a-potties are. No fires and no sleeping in cars.

[image: rv] RV: Beginning in 2007 the Punkin Chunkin has opened itself to RV campers. There is plenty of space on the new grounds. Check-in begins on Thursday at 10:00 A.M. and checkout is 10:00 A.M. on Monday. Visit www.punkinchunkin.com to download an RV parking form and mail it in prior to arrival. Showers are not available.

TICKETS 

The entrance fee is $7 per person and a single car parking pass is $2—both are available upon arrival. Three-day camping and RV parking passes cost $150 and $200 respectively, should be purchased ahead of time, and include entrance to the festival.

 party tip 

The technical wizards who design the launching devices take extreme pride in their performance, but once in a while a “dud” pumpkin will be shot from a catapult. When this occurs, the gooey pieces of ammunition drop from the sky just a few feet away and zero points are awarded. At this point the crowd will yell “pie in the sky!” at the top of their lungs.


What to Pack 

• Warm clothing—army camouflage jackets make a strong showing during the Punkin Chunkin 

• A flask to fight off the November chili

• A tent, warm sleeping bag, and plenty of giant-size wet wipes (no showers for campers) 

• Your appetite for comfort foods (pies, starches, crispy things) 




 Maine 

MAINE LOBSTER FESTIVAL 

[image: 1s] Rockland, Maine

Late July to early August

 www.mainelobsterfestival.com 

[image: 9781598698169_0019_001]

Crustaceans residing in New England waters begin to shake in their shells each summer as the world’s largest “lobstaah” party approaches. This gathering is one of New England’s greatest, most delicious, and totally unique summer events.

The festivities take place in Harbor Park, a beautiful area right on the bay. Over 100,000 bibbed visitors infiltrate Rockland, population 7,600, throughout the five-day shell-busting brouhaha. It has been growing by leaps and bounds since its start over sixty years ago. Visitors from all across the country, as well as international lobster lovers, consume over 20,000 pounds of buttery sea meat—think about the sheer number of claw crackers involved.

Plan to spend a considerable amount of time underneath the Main Eating Tent. Succulent lobsters are fired out of the largest steamer in the world at an astounding rate, as are fresh mussels, clams, and shrimp. Coleslaw and corn are served alongside the single, double-, and triple-sized lobster plates. They range from $15 to $35. A smart idea is to fill up at the absolutely fantastic all-you-can eat $5 blueberry pancake breakfast (held Thursday through Sunday, 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.), skip lunch, and then gorge yourself on seafood at dinnertime.

Organizers place as high a value on entertainment as they do on food; there are fantastic events all day long to satiate the eyes along with the stomach. High noon on Wednesday signals the start of a constant crackling sound that doesn’t end until Sunday. The previous year’s Sea Goddess along with King Neptune and his court begin the opening ceremonies in front of the Harbor Master Building. Merchants, artists, jugglers, cooks, musicians, and stilt walkers fill numerous tents and booths in the park. Take a tour on the USS  Nassau  , which is docked in the bay. Separate tickets are needed for the Friday and Saturday night concerts, which tend to be acts that are typical of a medium-size venue. Over 25,000 people line the streets to watch the big parade at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday.

The highlight of the festival is the Lobster Crate Race, which takes place on Sunday. Hordes of onlookers line the docks to watch participants run across a string of fifty floating lobster crates as they bob up and down in the bay. He or she who can navigate the most crates before falling in the water wins. The all-time record is over 3,000 crates, and the secret is to run fast. Sign-ups begin at 7:00 a.m. on Sunday, and any brave soul may enter.

TRANSPORTATION 

[image: air] AIR: The closest major airport is Bangor International (BGR /  www.flybangor.com ) located fifty miles away. Car-rental agencies are available. You may also fly into Knox County Regional Airport (RKD) if you own a private plane.

[image: bo] BOAT: Many people sail their way into Rockland Harbor for this event. It’s one of the state’s largest ports and the harbormaster can be contacted at 207-594-0312.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

[image: h] HOTELS: A stay in a historic New England inn adds even more flavor to the weekend. Among the nicest are Berry Manor Inn (81 Talbot Ave. / 207-596-7696 / $115), Captain Lindsey House (5 Lindsey St. / 207-596-7950 / $136), Limerock Inn (96 Limerock St. / 207-594-2257 / $110), and Old Granite Inn (546 Main St. / 207-594-9036 / $80), which overlooks the bay. Available rooms are limited at these beautiful properties, so call well in advance. The two hotels in town, Trade Winds Motor Inn (2 Park Dr. / 207-596-6661 / $89) and Navigator Motor Inn (520 Main St. 207-594-2131 / $95), are basic and less expensive.

[image: cam] CAMPING: A couple of beautiful campsites are located about five miles from Rockland, in Thomaston. Lobster Buoy ( www.lobsterbuoycampsites.com/207-594-7546 ) is a private site, located on the seashore. You can pitch a tent or hook up an RV, swim in the ocean, and build a campfire. Saltwater Farm Campground ( www.saltwaterfarmcampground.com/207-354-6735 ) is a wide-open grassland that overlooks the Saint George River. It also accommodates tent campers and has RV hookups.

TICKETS 

Opening Wednesday is free. Thursday through Saturday, 9:00 A.M. through 3:00 P.M., costs $7 at the gate. Tickets for 3:00 P.M. through 10:00 P.M. must be purchased separately for $10. Sunday is $7 all day. Four-day passes are available from June to late July via the event website or may be purchased at the gate for $25. Seated tickets for Friday and Saturday nights’ musical acts must be purchased separately and are priced according to the act. Arrive early to tour the USS Nassau because the line can get lengthy.


What to Pack 

• Personalized shell cracker with engraved initials

• Bibes 

• Three changes of shirts per day (the bibs won’t catch all the lobster juice)

• Antacid



 party tip 

Many people love lobster but have no idea how to properly attack the meat. You can use the caveman approach, which usually leads to the loss and destruction of good food, or you can do it the right way. Arch the back of the lobster until it breaks, and then yank off the tail. Gently break off the tail flippers, leaving plenty of space to insert a fork and push the tail meat out. Next, unhinge the outer shell from the body. Notice the green area, which is considered a delicacy. Pull the body apart, cracking the shell, and notice the meat where the legs meet the body. Finally, the claws are some of the best eating; break them from the body and open them with scissors or pliers.


Maryland 

PREAKNESS STAKES 

[image: 1s] Pimlico, Maryland

Third Saturday in May

 www.preakness.com 

[image: 9781598698169_0022_001]

Pimlico Race Course, a Victorian-style structure built in 1870, is home to the Preakness Stakes. It is located in a residential neighborhood thirty minutes from Baltimore. The Preakness is one of the three major horse races that comprise the famed Triple Crown. The history of this race dates back over 130 years, to a time when gentlemen attended in a top hat and jacket, and women donned their finest dress. Times have certainly changed because the Preakness is now far from prim and proper. While many top horse races still cater to refined upper-class fans, the Preakness encourages people from all walks to bring a twelve-pack into the race and take a spot on the most rowdy infield on the eastern seaboard.

Over time the Preakness has evolved into a rite of passage among Maryland’s hardest partiers, many of whom return year after year. As a “fan” you have your choice of seating, which ranges from grandstand bleachers all the way to posh skyboxes complete with all the amenities. These are great seats if you plan on actually watching the horses, but the infield is where the real fun takes place!

On Saturday arrive at 7:00 a.m. or earlier for the world-class tailgating outside of the Pimlico Race Course. Be there on time, as the gates open up at 8:00 a.m. and the infield fills very quickly. The crowd at the Preakness numbers just over 100,000, which is small compared with the Kentucky Derby. However, the Preakness infield is much more rowdy due to the fact that beer and wine are permitted, along with 60,000 fans. The actual race doesn’t begin until 6:15 p.m., so this will not be a short day. Expect to experience slip ’n’ slides, frozen T-shirt contests, and twister—all in the name of horse racing.

Security prohibits kegs and hard alcohol inside the gates, but you can bring as much beer and wine as you can carry on your person. For this reason you can expect to see people going to great lengths to attach alcohol to themselves.

TRANSPORTATION 

[image: air] AIR: The nearest airport is Baltimore Washington International (BWI /  www.bwiairport.com ), located a half hour away.

[image: pa] PARKING: Parking in Pimlico can be a bit of a hassle, and if at all possible you should visit the Preakness website by January to obtain a parking pass. These range from $30 to $125 but usually sell out by February. Since the track is located in a residential neighborhood, you can also pay a resident about $25 to park on his or her property.

[image: tr] LIGHT-RAIL TRAIN: If you do not have a designated driver, then it is best to take a train from any number of local light-rail stations in the Baltimore area. The train station in Pimlico has shuttle buses running back and forth from the train station to the racetrack. Call 410-539-5000 for schedule and train information.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

[image: h] HOTELS: The closest hotels to the Pimlico Race Course fill up early, and it is best to book a room by January. Nearby hotels include the Hilton (1726 Reisterstown Rd. / 410-653-1100 / $249), Ramada Inn (1721 Reisterstown Rd. / 410-486-5600 / $185), and Radisson (5100 Falls Rd. / 410-532-6900 / $215). Visit www.preakness.com/Admissions/HotelsMotels.htm for a complete list of hotels ranging from three miles to ten miles from the racetrack. If you do not have much time to plan, then you will find plenty of rooms in Baltimore, which is just a short train ride away.

TICKETS 

Tickets to the infield can be purchased on race day, but purchasing tickets beforehand can save some money. Visit www.ticketmaster.com for tickets—the ticket prices online prior to the race are about $15 less expensive.


What to Pack 

• A folding lawn chair for the infield

• A raincoat for cloudy skies

• A wad of cash for betting

• Duct tape (to secure wine bottles to your torso)



 party tip 

The black-eyed Susan is the official drink of the Preakness Stakes. If you bring a pitcher of B.E.S. then you will be an official participant. Just be sure to finish them in the parking lot because security will confiscate liquor.

Official Black-Eyed Susan Recipe 

 1 part Finlandia Vodka 

 1 part Appleton Estate V/X Rum 

 1 part Pepe Lopez Triple Sec 

 1 part pineapple juice 

 1 part orange juice 



 Serve over ice, garnish with a cherry 


HONFEST 

[image: 1s] Baltimore, Maryland

Second weekend in June

www.honfest.net

[image: 9781598698169_0024_001]

This is the rare occasion when letting your hair down is not cool, because the beehive is back in a  big  way, hon. For one glorious weekend in June, 50,000 hipsters in “Bawlmer,” pack “The Avenue” in celebration of everything that’s great about the Waterfront City. At the top of this list are the unique dialect, food, and music of a quirky town that’s clearly got more to offer than Cal Ripken and a great aquarium.

Honfest takes its name from 1960s-era women who called everyone “Hon” (short for honey)—from their husband to the encyclopedia salesman. With equal single-mindedness they caked on layers of blue eye shadow, crammed their legs into leopard-print pants, and spent untold deaf hours with their heads beneath plastic salon globes. This dressed-up block party, taking place since 1994, is quickly shedding its “locals-only” skin as the East Coast masses are discovering the fun that lies beneath its shagadelic beehive.

The two-day art, music, and food festival takes place in Hampden, one of Baltimore’s swankiest and most revered neighborhoods. Covering four city blocks along Thirty-sixth Street, Honfest requires partygoers to dress for the occasion and groove like the first wave of the British Invasion just hit. Local storeowners set up shop on the streets, bubblegum is chewed at an alarming rate, and the bars and restaurants are packed on Saturday and Sunday—so be sure to leave a little extra room in those tight pants to indulge in famous Baltimore crab cakes and meatloaf “sammiches.” Café Hon (1002 W. Thirty-sixth St.) is the perfect place to grab a bite. Owner Denise Whiting is the creator of Honfest—her mantra is “the higher the hair, the nearer to God.”

Highlights of the festival include a Hula Hoop contest and the live music and dancing on Saturday and Sunday evenings showcased at the Beehive Lounge. Semifinalists for the Best Hon Contest are selected on Saturday, with the finals taking place on Sunday. Don’t sweat it if you don’t own Hon apparel. The Hon Boutique has feather boas, cat’s-eye glasses, and false eyelashes galore, and the Glamour Lounge will do your hair while spackling your face with brilliant eye shadow.

And Hon, if youse git firsty at Honfest, the Bawlmer wooder is great!

TRANSPORTATION 

[image: air] AIR: Book flights into Baltimore / Washington International Airport (BWI / www.bwiairport.com ), located thirteen miles from Hampden. Car rental and taxis are available.

[image: t] TAXIS: Baltimore’s public transportation is notoriously unreliable and almost nonexistent. The good news is that downtown is only a ten-minute car ride from Hampden, so you can take a taxi. Cab companies include Yellow Cab (410-685-1212), Checker (410-235-0300), Royal Cab (410-327-0330), and Blue Cab (443-524-9000).

[image: bu] BUS / [image: tr] TRAIN:The Greyhound station is located at 2110 Haines Street, and Amtrak is at 1515 North Charles Street.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

[image: h] HOTELS: If you can afford it, a hotel on the waterfront makes for excellent scenery. A great option is the Marriott-Baltimore Waterfront (700 Aliceanna / 410-385-3000 / $259). Other hotels in the inner harbor include Wyndham Inner Harbor (101 W. Fayette St. / 410-752-1100 / $144), Radisson (20 W. Baltimore St. / 410-539-8400 / $159), Hyatt Regency (300 Light St. / 410-528-1234 / $219), Holiday Inn Inner Harbor (301 W. Lombard St. / 410-685-3500 / $183) and Days Inn Inner Harbor (100 Hopkins Pl. / 410-576-1000 / $144).


What to Pack 

• “Greaser” attire for the guys 

• Leopard-print anything and everything

• Thick-rimmed glasses 

• Fifteen packs of Bubblicious Bubble Gum 

• Enough hairspray to slightly thin the ozone layer 



 party tip 

Out-of-towners can’t leave Baltimore without having paid a visit to the aquarium. This world-renowned building houses some amazing wildlife and is beautifully situated in the Inner Harbor. Be sure to check out the rooftop rainforest and multiple-story shark tanks.


 Massachusetts 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

[image: 1s] Boston, Massachusetts

March 17

www.boston.com/ae/events/st_patricks_day

[image: 9781598698169_0026_001]

Saint Patrick would be proud to see an entire East Coast metropolis pay tribute to his existence so wholeheartedly. The patron saint of Ireland would be further honored if he had a penchant for drinking Guinness from sunrise to sunset while wearing a Red Sox hat. There’s definitely whiskey in Boston’s jar—the Irish capital of America unleashes the most brilliant Saint Patrick’s Day celebration anywhere.

It doesn’t matter if you’re Asian, Hispanic, Protestant, or Hebrew, everyone in town is honorary green during this holiday. The crowd, which is estimated at 600,000, is a bit smaller than other major U.S. cities’ St. Patty’s Day extravaganzas—however the spirit is unequaled. You won’t have to look hard to find the crowds, as you’ll be immersed in a sea of green all night long. The party overflows from each watering hole onto the streets, resulting in a combination pub crawl and street party. The Black Rose (160 State St.) is a Quincy Market favorite that opens at 8:00 a.m. on “The Day” and features live music. Grafton Street Pub & Grill (1230 Massachusetts Ave.) is another hot spot, with world famous leg of lamb and shepherd’s pie plus live music. You can also head to Doyle’s Café (3484 Washington St.) for live bagpipers, or to the Blarney Stone (1505 Dorchester Ave.)—the first U.S. bar to serve Guinness—for Irish step dancing and a live DJ in the evening. Other lucky pubs include the Kinsale Irish Pub (2 Center Plaza), J.J. Foley’s (21 Kingston St.), the Publick House (1648 Beacon St.), and Crossroads Irish Pub (495 Beacon St.).

The Dropkick Murphys, Boston’s most famous Celtic punk rock music group, always play a few concerts in town during St. Patrick’s Day weekend. Their electric Irish rock has been featured in Martin Scorsese’s  The Departed  , as well as  Fever Pitch  starring Jimmy Fallon and Drew Barrymore. An energetic stage show and huge Beantown following make these concerts a guaranteed great show and a St. Patty’s Day must. Visit www.dropkickmurphys.com for their tour schedule and ticket links.

Don’t miss the parade held on the Sunday closest to the 17th in South Boston—the city’s most Irish Catholic neighborhood. Referred to as “Southie” by its inhabitants, this section of the city has played host to the parade since 1804 and continues to overflow with onlookers on Broadway Street every March. Check the website for the exact date of this 600,000-person street fair.

TRANSPORTATION 

[image: air] AIR: Book flights into Logan Airport (BOS / www.massport.com/logan ). There is no need to rent a car—just jump in a cab for the short ride downtown.

[image: st] SUBWAY/TROLLEY: The T is Boston’s most efficient means of transportation. To get from downtown to South Boston, hop on the Red Line and exit at the South Boston Broadway stop.

[image: t] TAXIS: Cab companies include Boston Cab (617-536-5010), Checker Cab (617-536-7000), City Cab (617-536-5100), ITOA (617-825-4000), Metro Cab (617-782-5500), and Town Taxi (617-536-5000).

[image: bu] BUS / [image: tr] TRAIN: The closest Amtrak station is located at 145 Dartmouth St. in Copley Place. The closest downtown Greyhound station is located at 700 Atlantic Ave.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

[image: h] HOTELS: Boston Hotels include Sheraton (39 Dalton St. / 617-236-2000 / $249), Radisson (200 Stuart St. / 617-482-1800 / $189), Marriott (110 Huntington Ave. / 617-236-5800 / $249), Courtyard Tremont (275 Tremont St. / 617-426-1400 / $100), Doubletree (821 Washington St. / 617-956-7900 / $199), Hilton (89 Broad St. / 617-556-0006 / $240), and Best Western (1650 Commonwealth Ave. / 617-566-6260 / $130). A nice website, www.boston.hotelscheap.org has a good selection of discounted rooms.


What to Pack 

• Green Red Sox hat—rererred to as the “Boston Red Sox St. Patrick's Hat” 

• Terry O’Reilly Bruins jersey—no gloves needed

• Larry Bird jersey—short shorts needed 

• Dropkick Murphys’  Do or Die 



 party tip 

A visit to Boston wouldn’t be complete without going on a Duck Tour. You’ll head down the streets past the city’s many historical sites before plunging off a boat launch for a tour up the Charles River. Visit www.bostonducktours.com for reservations.

BOSTON MARATHON 

[image: 1s] Boston, Massachusetts

Third Monday in April

www.bostonmarathon.org

[image: 9781598698169_0028_001]

The Boston Marathon is one of the most prestigious of races worldwide and draws over 20,000 participants who’ve trained for months, sometimes years, to earn the right to jog the most famous twenty-six miles in sports. Many of the half million spectators who flood the streets and finish line each year furnish support to family members and friends, offering words of encouragement, much needed splashes of water, and post-race congratulatory hugs. Another large contingent of Bostonians who congregate downtown do so because the finish line of the Boston Marathon is a “wicked” party.

The marathon takes place on the 3rd Monday in April, more commonly referred to as Patriot’s Day. This holiday comes and goes without the bat of an eyelash from 99 percent of U.S. residents. However, Boston gives Patriot’s Day the celebratory status that ancient Rome bestowed upon Julius Caesar’s birthday. The Red Sox play a 10:00 a.m. home game, while the marathon serves as the festive spark that ignites thousands of New Englanders— even those who wouldn’t be caught dead in a pair of Nikes.

The first wave of 10,000 runners begins at 10:00 a.m., and another huge wave takes off at 10:30 a.m. The elite women’s group and wheelchair participants leave earlier, at around 9:30 a.m. The Boston Marathon’s grueling reputation is due to the infamous series of hills that begin at mile sixteen in the town of Newton. One of these, commonly referred to as “Heartbreak Hill,” is a half-mile ascent at a point in the marathon where racers have little left in their tanks, causing countless athletes to crash and burn. For an unforgettable experience, get to the hill, which is just a short train ride from the finish line, in time to shout words of encouragement alongside racer’s families.

The finish line is located on Boylston Street, between Exeter and Dartmouth Streets, next to the Boston Public Library. This area, known as Copley Square, hosts myriad parties, which begin as early as seven o’clock in the morning. Check out the Pour House Bar and Grill (909 Boylston), the Cactus Club (939 Boylston), or Dillon’s (955 Boylston) for some morning cocktails. Or get to Vinny T’s (867 Boylston) early and grab an outdoor patio table. These prime, albeit limited pieces of real estate are typically claimed in the morning and seldom surrendered.

Other notable Marathon Monday hot spots include Boston Beer Works (61 Brookline Ave.) and the Cask & Flagon (62 Brookline Ave.). These two sports bars are havens for the pre– and post–Red Sox game crowd, which exits Fenway Park in time to watch the last mile of the marathon. Copley Square hops all day long and into the evening, so keep a healthy pace and avoid shin splints.

TRANSPORTATION 

[image: air] AIR: Book flights into Logan Airport (BOS / www.massport.com/logan ). There is no need to rent a car—just jump in a cab for the short ride downtown.

[image: st] SUBWAY/TROLLEY: Boston’s T is the preferred public transit. The T system is very easy to navigate, and runs into every area of the city. To get to the marathon finish line from the airport, take the “Blue” Line to Government Center and transfer to the Green Line heading toward Copley. The Copley Square stop is closed during Patriot’s Day, so get off at the Arlington or Hynes Convention Center stops. Trains typically arrive every five to ten minutes.

You can also take the T to Heartbreak Hill. Take the B train on the Green Line to the Boston College stop on Commonwealth Ave. Walk west down Commonwealth until you arrive at the hill.

Visit www.mbta.com for a complete T schedule and information.

[image: t] TAXIS: Cab companies include Boston Cab (617-536-5010), Checker Cab (617-536-7000), City Cab (617-536-5100), ITOA (617-825-4000), Metro Cab (617-782-5500), and Town Taxi (617-536-5000).

[image: tr] TRAIN / [image: bu] BUS: The closest Amtrak Station is located at 145 Dartmouth St. in Copley Place, just a short walk from the finish line. The closest downtown Greyhound station is located at 700 Atlantic Ave.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

[image: h] HOTELS: The city becomes very crowded on Patriot’s Day, so getting around takes longer than usual. A reservation close to Copley Square or Fenway Park is recommended. Try Howard Johnson Inn Fenway Park (1271 Boylston St. / 617-267-8300 / $240), Boston Hotel Buckminster (645 Beacon St. / 617-236-7050 / $279), the Sheraton Boston (39 Dalton St. / 617-236-2000 / $389), Hilton (89 Broad St. / 617-556-0006 / $459), Marriott (110 Huntington Ave. / 617-236-5800 / $240), or the Best Western (1650 Commonwealth Ave. / 617-566-6260 / $229). Make reservations by January.

TICKETS 

If you’d like to purchase tickets to the Red Sox game then do so when tickets go on sale in mid- February. The game is usually held on opening day, and sells out within hours. Visit www.redsox.mlb.com for ticket purchases.


What to Pack 

• Warm clothing 

• A well-tested voice—you’ll be doing a lot of screaming 

• Ear plugs—there’s lots of screaming

• Awareness of the similarities between Raul Revere and Wade Boggs (hint: they were both great) 



 party tip 

While scores of tourists head to high-profile watering holes like Cheers, pay a visit to the Union Oyster House on your post-marathon pub crawl. Cheers may be the place where everybody knows your name, but the food is marginal and Sam Malone is never working the bar. Union Oyster House, the oldest continuously operating restaurant in the United States, is the place where nobody cares who you are, but the oysters and clam chowder are unmatched—even by Norm’s standards.

FIGAWI 

[image: 1s] Nantucket, Massachusetts

Memorial Day weekend

www.figawi.com

[image: 9781598698169_0030_133]

Drop an anchor in Nantucket for a full-throttle boat race party that’s more popular onshore than it is at sea. This Memorial Day nautical fest is a spring break for both young sailors and weathered captains alike. It’s the largest sailing race on the East Coast and signals the official beginning of summer.

Figawi has been taking place since 1972, when a group of friends decided to do a fun ocean race from Cape Cod to Nantucket. As time passed, the Kennedys and other prominent families entered the race, resulting in increased popularity. Eventually, the crowd standing along the shore began to outnumber those racing the boats. An official “welcome home” celebration was added, and the result is a party that allows landlubbers the opportunity to join the fun without leaving the dock.

The race begins on Saturday morning in Hyannis, Cape Cod, and ends in Nantucket during the late afternoon. Over 250 boats, bearing crews of 3,000 sailors and guests, pursue their course across the Atlantic Ocean to the Nantucket coastline. On the Nantucket shore the crowd anxiously awaits the first wave of maritime victors, who begin to arrive at around 4:00 p.m.

Thousands of J. Crew types take over downtown Nantucket. The town’s only open-air bar on the harbor, Rope Walk (1 Straight Wharf ), attracts a huge crowd of all ages, while Gazebo (1 Harbor Square) is an outdoor watering hole that pulls in a massive twenties crowd, less than a block away. The Club Car (1 Main St.) is an old train car that has been converted into a gathering place for all ages. A large crowd belts out popular tunes alongside the piano.

Saturday night’s post-race tent party is the centerpiece of Figawi high jinks. It takes place underneath an enormous shoreline tent and begins at 6:00 p.m., after the majority of vessels have arrived. Tickets are only sold to the ships’ captains, who in turn, distribute wristbands to their crew, and sometimes to attractive females.

Many a seafarer is tired by 1:00 a.m., while others are not quite ready to abandon ship. An option is to walk full steam ahead to the docks, where the parties continue for hours. A legion of boats, which range from multimillion-dollar yachts to multihundred-dollar pieces of driftwood, turn on the music and begin the late night Figawi fun. The parties are typically open to anyone who wants to climb aboard and make new friends.

TRANSPORTATION 

You can get to Nantucket by plane, ferry, or private boat. The traffic will be unavoidable, so plan travel for Thursday if possible.

[image: air] AIR: You can fly into Nantucket Memorial Airport (ACK / www.nantucketairport.com ) on Cape Air for approximately $230 dollars in addition to your regular Boston airfare. US Air makes the flight from Philadelphia, Washington, and Boston. Jet Blue has recently added a Nantucket route, which leaves from JFK Airport in New York. Taxis are available at this small airport.

You can also fly into Logan International Airport (BOS / www.massport.com/logan ), rent a car, and drive to the ferry in Hyannis, Cape Cod. Without traffic the drive takes ninety minutes, however Memorial Day traffic could delay your progress by two hours. After rental car, gas, and frustration, you may have been better off flying directly into Nantucket.

[image: fe] FERRY: The Memorial Day ferries from Hyannis to Nantucket fill up extremely fast. There are a few different choices in mode of ferry, but reservations should be made well in advance for them all. You can park a vehicle in Hyannis or take your car on the ferry with you. It’s recommended that you park in Hyannis unless you absolutely need a car in Nantucket.

 Steamship Authority  : The “slow” ferry takes passengers for $15 each way, and passengers plus vehicle for $180 on a two-hour ride. The “fast” ferry takes passengers for $29.50 plus an additional $6 for bicycles, on a one-hour ride. Check the ferry schedule and make reservations by calling 508-495-3278 or by visiting www.steamshipauthority.com. 

 Hy-Line Cruises  : The one-hour “fast” ferry takes passengers for $38 per way, and bicycles for an additional $6. The “slow” ferry takes two hours and costs $37 for a round trip. Make all reservations by calling 800-492-8082 or by visiting www.hy-linecruises.com. 

 Freedom Cruise Line  : Hyannis can be a mob scene. Avoid congestion by making a reservation on Freedom Cruise Line, from Harwich Port, Cape Cod. Harwich Port is located three exits from Hyannis (exit 10 from Route 6). This ferry takes one-hour and fifteen minutes and is a passenger-only boat that makes only one or two trips a day to Nantucket for $38 per way. Visit www.nantucketislandferry.com or call 508-432-8999 for reservations.

[image: pa] PARKING: Depending on your ferry line, parking ranges from $10 to $15 per day.

[image: t] TAXIS: Taxis are very reliable and are available at the ferry docks, the airport, and along Main St. Local cab companies are All Point Taxi and Tours (508-228-5779) and Betty’s Tour and Taxi Service (508-228-5786).

[image: br] BICYCLE: This is an excellent way to get around the island, especially during a busy weekend. Rental shops are available, but bring your own if possible.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

The island of Nantucket is absolutely packed over Memorial Day weekend. People begin to make reservations up to one year in advance, although you will be safe if you reserve a room in February. Nantucket’s accommodations tend to be inns and bed-and-breakfasts as opposed to chain hotels.

[image: in] INNS: Try the Nantucket Inn (1 Millers Way / 508-228-6900 / $180), the Veranda House (3 Step Lane / 508-228-0695 / $219), 76 Main St. Inn (76 Main St. / 800-876-6858 / $215), and Jared Coffin House (29 Broad St. / 508-228-2400 / starts at $155). All are beautiful historic mansions.

[image: bb] B&BS: Bed-and-breakfasts include Centre Street Inn (78 Centre Street / 508-228-0199 / $350) and the Anchor Inn (66 Centre St. / 508-228-0072), which has rooms with twin beds for $225. Brant Point Inn (6 North Beach St. / 508-228-5442) was voted best bed-and-breakfast by a local publication.

TICKETS 

The general public typically sticks to the watering holes, while the boat crews hole up at the ticketed-only tent party.


What to Pack 

• Sailor’s cap 

• Compass 

• Deck knowledge (e.g., starboard is the right side of the ship; port is the left) 

• Money—Nanticket is  not  a bargain-shopper’s paradise



 party tip 

The regatta started with the dense New England fog, which rolls in along the sailboat’s course early in the morning. Racers in the 1970s, speaking with a thick Bostonian accent, asked “where the f—k ahh we?” This phrase was shortened to “Figawi.”


 New Hampshire 

LACONIA MOTORCYCLE WEEK 

[image: 1s] Laconia, New Hampshire

Nine days in mid-June

www.laconiamcweek.com

[image: 9781598698169_0033_001]

With its countless covered bridges and deep forests, abundance of waterfalls, and rich Colonial history, New Hampshire is the essence of East Coast tranquility. Combine a relatively small population with the fact that it’s far removed from major metropolises, and the “Live Free or Die” state calls for one heck of a laid-back lifestyle. Laconia is a tiny 17,000-person town that lies in the center of New Hampshire on the shores of Lake Winnipesaukee. Each June, the waters of Winnipesaukee begin to vibrate, slowly at first but with increasing force, as thousands of choppers rumble toward Laconia.

The first Laconia Motorcycle Week was held in 1916, making it the oldest and certainly the most scenic of any major motorcycle rally. It has grown to the point where residents batten down the hatches, put their earplugs in, and watch as 300,000 hogs roll into town.

Bikers are kindred spirits with a brotherly bond, a similar sense of purpose, and a shared passion for the open road. The streets of Laconia are brimming with the sound of rock ’n’ roll music and gearhead hysterics throughout the nine-day rally, although the final four days are typically the wildest. A very helpful event website (www.laconiamcweek.com ) breaks down the day’s events to the precise minute. Nearby Weirs Beach, a great spot on the lake, is an immensely popular hangout and the morning meeting place for many of the bike rides. The Lobster Pound (Route 3, Weirs Beach) is a huge bar that’s converted into biker bliss and has live music. Broken Spoke Saloon (1072 Watson Rd., Laconia) bills itself as the “biggest biker bar on the face of the planet.” Headlining bands such as Foghat and Step-penwolf play at the Meadowbrook Musical Arts Center in Gilford throughout the week.

Laconia is located next to some of the largest mountains on the East Coast, and the rally’s hill-climbing events are worth checking out. The Gunstock Hill Climb at nearby Gunstock ski resort is the most popular. Racers charge up a steep seventy-meter hill to the top of the ski jump landing area, performing some intense and muddy wipeouts in the process. A must-do is the Ride to the Sky, during which bikers ascend 6,288 foot Mt. Washington, the highest mountain in the Northeast. The winding road to the peak closes to car traffic on Monday and Thursday mornings, providing bikers ample opportunity to gaze at the amazing views without worrying about a tailgating Ford Taurus.

TRANSPORTATION 

Many of the events, bars, and attractions are located in neighboring towns, which are spread out approximately ten miles from Laconia. Although a motorcycle is preferable, you do not need to be a hardened biker to attend. Cars are fine—you’ll have just as much fun hanging out at the rally.

[image: air] AIR: The closest airport is Manchester Boston Regional Airport (MHT / www.flymanchester.com ), located fifty-two miles from Laconia, although you may find cheaper flights into Boston’s Logan International Airport (BOS / www.massport.com/logan ) located 100 miles away. Car rentals are available at both.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

[image: h] HOTELS: There are hotels in Laconia, Weirs Beach, Gilford, Lake Port, Winnisquam, Ashland, Meredith, and other neighboring towns. Spaces fill up fast, rates are raised during Bike Week, and making reservations a year in advance is not a bad idea. Many bikers make reservations for the next year’s rally as they are leaving the current year’s event. Most hotels have a five-night minimum during Motorcycle Week. In Laconia try the Landmark Inn (480 Main St. / 603-524-8000 / $134), the Margate on Winnipesaukee (76 Lake St. / 603-524-5210 / $119), or the Naswa Resort (1086 Weirs Blvd. / 603-366-4341 / $199). In Weirs Beach is Christmas Island Resort (630 Weirs Blvd. / 603-366-4378 / $99), Lazy E Motor Inn (808 Weirs Blvd. / 603-366-4003 / $178 or seven-day package for $1,250), Cottages at Tower Hill (Rt. 3 / 603-366-5525 / $90), and Cedar Lodge (Rt. 3 / 603-366-4316 / $69). Visit www.laconiamcweek.com for a further listing of hotels in neighboring towns.

[image: cam] CAMPING: Campgrounds are a popular choice among partygoers. Again, most campgrounds are making reservations for the next year’s event as this one is ending. Campgrounds in Laconia will give priority to guests who’ve been staying with them for years, and oftentimes it’s impossible to get in. Putting your name on a cancellation list is a good idea even if a specific area is full. However, by staying in a town five or ten miles outside of Laconia, you’ll be guaranteed a much better night’s sleep! Most sites charge between $50 and $100 per night, including full hookups for RVs and campers. Tent campsites are also available. In Laconia is Paugus Bay Campground (96 Hillard Rd. / 603-366-4757), Hack-Ma-Tack Campground (Rt. 3 / 603-366-5877), and Gunstock (Rt. 11A / 603-293-4341). Four miles away in Meredith is Harbor Hill Camping Area (603-279-6910) and Clearwater Campground (26 Campground Rd. / 603-279-7761). Nearby Alton has Robert Knolls Campground (RR1 / 603-875-6388) and Green Tops Campground (96 Roberts Cove Rd. / 603-569-9878). For a further listing of area campsites visit www.laconiabikeweek.net/camping .

TICKETS 

Many of the events during Motorcycle Week are free, although some of the contests require entrance fees for contestants. Tickets to the Loudon Classic bike races, held during the first three days of the celebration at the New Hampshire International Speedway, can be purchased at the gate for $13. The concerts at Meadowbrook Musical Arts Center tend to sell out, or come close. Visit www.meadowbrook.net to find out who’s playing, and purchase tickets ahead of time.


What to Pack 

• Camping equipment

• Eat plugs

• Dew rag

• Any T-shirt with a depiction of a skeleton on a motorcycle



 party tip 

Along with Illinois and Iowa, New Hampshire is one of three states with “no law” for motorcycle helmets. Many states require them for all riders, while others make them mandatory for motorcyclists under seventeen years of age. If you’d like to play a trick on a beefy, scary, biker dude, then just turn to him and say “Did ya hear that New Hampshire is going to start requiring helmets? Yep, this time next year we’ll all get arrested if we show up to this thing without a helmet.” Panic and anger are guaranteed to ensue. After that you’re on your own.
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