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To Amanda


for always laughing, at jokes or otherwise.









Introduction


Here’s a true story …


Hakim Laws of Philadelphia had just become a hero. Then he became a legend. The Philadelphia man saved several children from a burning building in 2019 after he noticed flames coming out of a second-story apartment building window. “I see a guy hanging out the window screaming that his kids were in there,” Laws told TV cameras after the incident. “My man just started throwing babies out the window, and we was catching them—unlike Agholor, and his mishaps. I’d like to put that out there.”


The reference was to Eagles receiver Nelson Agholor, who had dropped several passes already that season.


It reminded me of a joke I’d heard when I was younger, the one about a former NFL wide receiver who became a fireman.


One day, still relatively new on the job, he was called to a burning building. High up in one of the windows a woman was shouting, “My baby! My baby!” and holding her infant out the window. The firefighter yelled up, “Don’t worry, ma’am! I was an NFL receiver! I can catch anything!”


Desperate, she dropped her child and it came spiraling down, down, down toward the ground. Sure enough, the firefighter caught it softly in his hands. The child cooed, unaware of its harrowing adventure.


“Just like the old days!” the firefighter said.


Everyone around him began to clap and cheer—until he celebrated the catch with a touchdown spike.


There is nothing inherently funny about football. It is a serious game played by serious people for serious stakes. But every so often, the sport contorts itself into a vehicle for the comical and the inane, for the quirky and the silly, the laughably clever and the laughably not-so-clever.


This book is a collection of just a few such glimpses behind the violent tackles and dazzling athletic feats that we watch unfold with awe every season. Some are absolutely true, like the Agholor one, while others, like the overzealous firefighter, are so far-fetched they are completely detached from reality. Some may elicit groans, others belly laughs, and still more knowing chuckles.


Together, they illustrate a brighter side of the sport of football.


Only around 348 or so more to go! And when you are done reading all of them, feel free to celebrate by spiking this book like a touchdown.









Strange Stories, Part I


Some sports radio callers really know how to multitask! In 2023 an Eagles fan who identified himself as “Peter from Lehigh Valley” called into WIP in Philadelphia to rail about the Cowboys a few days before an NFC East game against the Eagles.


“I have never hated anything more than the Dallas Cowboys, ever,” Peter said passionately. “The only game I look forward to any year, 365 days, all four major sports, is the Dallas–Eagles game in Philly. We need to bring this back. I hate the Cowboys. Everyone who loves the Eagles should hate the Cowboys, including the players.”


He then implored Eagles coach Nick Sirianni to tap into that regional distaste.


“Sirianni is a motivator, he’s all about culture,” Peter continued. “He needs to bring that back. He’s gotta get the team up, the players up, to hate the Cowboys, hit them in the face, knee them in the glory holes as Jerry [Jones, the owner of the Cowboys] would say.”


All of a sudden, as Peter continued to rant, a police siren could be heard in the background of the call.


Was he being stopped by the cops? Nope.


“Sorry,” Peter said calmly, “I’m pulling someone over.”


Turns out Peter was the cops! And not even tracking down speeders on the highway would stop him from sharing his thoughts on the Eagles!


“This could be the division!” Peter continued with his train of thought after the brief aside to attend to police matters. “This could be home-field advantage for the playoffs or not!”


The radio hosts, Joe Giglio and Hugh Douglas, were flabbergasted by Peter’s ability to juggle his professional responsibilities with his sports passion.


“We officially have my new favorite caller,” Giglio said after Peter hung up and, presumably, went back to work.


Hopefully, the guy he pulled over wasn’t a Cowboys fan.
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Coaches are supposed to be the level-headed purveyors of calm on the sidelines. No one told that to Houston Oilers defensive coordinator Buddy Ryan and offensive coordinator Kevin Gilbride in 1993, though.


After a season of public bickering over strategies (Ryan did not like Gilbride’s insistence on throwing the ball late in games), the two coaches got into a sideline altercation in the regular-season finale against the Jets. It began when the Oilers, leading 14–0 late in the half, fumbled a snap and gave the ball back to the Jets. Ryan stormed over to Gilbride to complain about the aggressive play calling, harsh animated words were exchanged between the two, and—pow!— Ryan threw a punch straight to Gilbride’s jaw.


Even after tempers cooled, the animosity between the two did not. A few days after the incident, Ryan said, “Kevin Gilbride will be selling insurance in two years.”


Gilbride actually went on coach sixteen more seasons—including the following year in Houston!—winning two Super Bowls as offensive coordinator of the Giants.
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Players get busted at airports with all manner of illegal and illicit things. Yet few create the kind of hubbub that Vikings running back Onterrio Smith stirred in 2005, when he was caught traveling with a product called, “The Original Whizzinator.”


What exactly is a Whizzinator, you may ask? Well, it is an elaborate contraption designed to beat drug tests that comes with clean, dried urine, a bladder, a jock strap, a heating element, and a fake penis.


Using the device during an NFL drug test was (obviously) a violation of league drug policies, and while Smith told police he was taking the vials to his cousin, he was eventually suspended by the NFL. He never played again.


[image: image]


There are plenty of times and places when football metaphors can be useful. Matthew Merryman, a Kansas City attorney, chose to dive headlong into the sport’s vernacular as his client pled guilty to a string of bank robberies and faced fifty years in federal prison.


Xaviar Michael Babudar, who was known as the superfan “ChiefsAholic,” dressing as a wolf for most Chiefs home games, became infamous when he was arrested in December 2022 for a bank robbery in Oklahoma. He then skipped out on bail that March and was added to Kansas City’s Most Wanted list in June. He was arrested by the FBI in July on nineteen charges around six bank robberies across four states, other failed robberies, money laundering, and more.


After Babudar pled guilty to three charges in February 2024, Merryman faced the media and gave a Knute Rockne–esque summation of the situation:


“From the beginning of this case, folks, the government has been blitzing. And Xaviar’s pocket was collapsing. But today, Xaviar has stepped into the pressure. He took responsibility for his actions. He stood up in court humble and repentant, and admitted what he had done.


“Now, if I know anything about Xaviar, and if the Chiefs Kingdom knows anything about ChiefsAholic, we know that he doesn’t give up. We know that if he stumbled, and he fell, he didn’t let his knee touch the ground. And that’s because he’s capable of doing a great thing.


“He knows that there’s still hope. We still have a lot of work to do on this case, but Xaviar wants everyone to know that he loves Chiefs Kingdom, he loves Kansas City, and he hopes that you’ll rally to his support.”
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Game balls are typically given out for result-changing plays. Larry Izzo, a former Patriots special teamer, earned one for a very different reason: He had to poop during a game and, instead of retreating to the locker room to take care of business, he “went for two” in a bucket on the sideline. That his “Super Bowel” escapade went unnoticed by the thousands of fans and dozens of cameras surrounding the field was enough to impress coach Bill Belichick.


“This is 100 percent true,” teammate Wes Welker said on ESPN in 2012. “And Larry would be so mad at me if I said that this didn’t happen, because he takes ultimate pride in this whole deal. Of all the special teams tackles and Pro Bowls he’s made, I guarantee you that game ball is probably a more prized item for him than his Super Bowl rings.”


Asked to explain the logistics of the endeavor, however, Welker was thankfully shy on details.


“It’s Izzo, it’s what the guy does!” Welker said. “I’m telling you, the guy is phenomenal.”
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Seahawks wide receiver DK Metcalf is far less surreptitious than Izzo about his scatological urges. In fact, in 2022, he needed to be carted off the field and into the locker room in the middle of a game against the Lions to take care of his business.


Metcalf told the story on the Up & Adams Show:


“So, this is the middle of the drive and I come out for a play, and I told my receivers coach, I was like, ‘Hey, I gotta go to the bathroom.’ He was like, ‘You got to pee or do a number two?’ I said, ‘I gotta do a number two.’ And then it went away for like 10 seconds, so I was like, all right, I’ll go back in the game.


“And when I was back in the game the feeling came back up. So we ended up scoring like two plays later, and so I run back to the sideline and they had a cart ready for me.


“The head trainer was like, ‘You got to go to the bathroom?’ I was like, ‘Yeah.’ He was like, ‘There’s a cart down there.’ I’m like, ‘Bro, I’m not taking a cart.’ So then the equipment manager comes up and was like, ‘Hey, there’s a cart down there, I think you should go ahead and go.’


“If anybody’s played in Detroit, they know it is a long-ass walk from the locker room to the field. And I was not gonna make that walk, by far, no, was not going to make it. That clinch walk wasn’t going to make it.


“Pete [Carroll, the Seahawks head coach] wanted me to do it on the sideline,” Metcalf added. “Pete was like, if Larry [Izzo] can do it, you can do it … I’m like, ‘No, I got too much respect for myself, I can’t, I can’t do it on the sideline.’ And so I hopped on the cart and went to the locker room.”









Jokey Jokes, Part I


Quarterback Andy Aches took another hard sack, managed to get to his feet, and made his way to the huddle.


“Knock, knock,” Andy said when he finally regained the ability to speak.


“Who’s there?” his offensive linemen responded.


“Zany.”


“Zany who?”


“Zany body going to block that guy?”
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What is black and white but never right? A referee.
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What did the coach say to the mummy at the end of practice? Let’s wrap this up.
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What’s the difference between a nickel defense and a dime defense? Five cents.
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Why didn’t the football team want to play in the jungle? There were too many cheetahs.
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Old quarterbacks never die. They just pass away.
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Did you hear about the two quarterbacks who didn’t get along? They were both too passive aggressive.
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Why does Switzerland’s football team always get penalized? They line up in the neutral zone.
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Where do NFL teams get their unforms each year? New Jersey.
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Did you know some of the very best football players are actually two-sport athletes? They are Pro Bowlers, too.
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Why was the dog kicked out of the football league? He kept ruffing the passer.
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What impressed the coaches most about their new kicker? He put his best foot forward.
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Why did the football team recruit an airline pilot? Because he kept making touchdowns.
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Why did the quarterback go to the Italian restaurant before the game? To fill up on pass-ta.
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Why did the team bring a ladder to its last game? Because it heard the championship was up for grabs.
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Why did the opposing team bring a ladder, too? Because they heard the stakes were high.


[image: image]


How do football players stay warm in the winter? They huddle up.
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Why did the football prefer the punter to the placekicker? Because the punter didn’t kick him when he was down.
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After years of a strict uniform code, Coach Callous let his players inscribe their cleats with short, personalized messages. Most decided to put inspirational phrases on their shoes or the initials of their girlfriend. Billy Blockhead wrote “T.G.I.F.” on his.


“I like it,” Coach Callous said. “Thank God It’s Friday. We should all be focused on the games on Friday nights. Good job, Billy.”
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