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Introduction
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It can only be described as amazing. Today — ninety years after his birth, eighty-three years following his final race, and seventy-six years after his death — the legend of Seabiscuit continues to grow. His presence in the public consciousness dwarfs that of every other American racehorse, including such legends as Secretariat and Man o’ War. Few horses qualify as being larger than life, but surely Seabiscuit does. “Amazing” is the only word for it.
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The popular Seabiscuit with Red Pollard up poses for the cameras at Belmont Park.


During his racing career in the late 1930s, Seabiscuit became an idol for a nation caught in the throes of the Great Depression and in dire need of a hero. He was the subject of a biography, two movies, and countless photos and articles in print publications (he was a most willing subject, having perfected his camera “pose” much like John Henry would years later). There were Seabiscuit parlor games, Seabiscuit hats, and in 1938 he was the most extensively covered public figure in the nation’s newspapers. (President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who once delayed a staff meeting to listen to a radio broadcast of a Seabiscuit race, was runner-up.)


More than six decades later, Seabiscuit charged back into prominence with the publication in 2001 of Laura Hillenbrand’s wonderful account of his life and the major people in it. Hillenbrand’s critically acclaimed Seabiscuit: An American Legend was relished not only by racing people but hundreds of thousands of others intrigued by the saga of the so-called “ultimate underdog.” The book dashed onto the hardcover bestseller lists and, thereon, mirrored the tenacity of its hero. The paperback version showed similar strength.


Hillenbrand’s book was the third devoted to Seabiscuit, one of which — Ralph Moody’s Come on Seabiscuit — was reissued after being out of print for years. Hillenbrand’s illuminating effort, with its deft delving into the crannies of history surrounding her subject, serves as the source of the new movie Seabiscuit, released in July 2003. (It was the second cinematic recounting of Seabiscuit’s story, the first — starring Shirley Temple — having been produced in 1949. Also, in 1940, a newsreel documentary was devoted to his life.) Another major medium settled on Seabiscuit as a subject in April 2003, when PBS aired a sixty-minute documentary on him.


Now comes this Eclipse Press effort in honor of the horse. Utilizing the extensive files of its parent entity, The Blood-Horse, Eclipse Press presents the epic of Seabiscuit as it unfolded in the pages of that weekly magazine. This provides the reader with an “at the time, on the spot” feeling, from Seabiscuit’s nondescript early years to his days of fame and glory. He was being written about by a variety of people, some who dismissed his talents and others who recognized his worth.
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The Blood-Horse has been chronicling horse racing since 1916. Its coverage of Seabiscuit started with three short articles in 1935 (the first one in the issue dated July 6) and eventually totaled 101 entries. Some are short; others run to thousands of words. The vast majority are fascinating from an historical standpoint, providing as they do details of how Seabiscuit’s career unfolded on a week-to-week basis. Then, following his retirement, The Blood-Horse pub-lished several retrospective pieces on his life and times. Also included here are the obituaries that appeared in the magazine of Seabiscuit’s owner Charles S. Howard (1950); his trainer, Tom “Silent Tom” Smith (1957); and jockey John “Red” Pollard (1981).


Most of The Blood-Horse stories were unsigned, having been con-tributed by correspondents in the field or written by staffers in the Lexington headquarters of the publication. Some bylines do appear, including those of three of American racing’s most notable writer-observers: Joe Palmer, John Hervey (“Salvator”), and David Alexander. Palmer’s contributions reflect his gift for humorous understatement, including this observation on the reported discrepancy in the measured distance from muzzle to buttock of match race rivals Seabiscuit and War Admiral: “As nearly as can be estimated without getting the two of them up in the office,” Palmer wrote, “they are much the same length.” Hervey, a renowned racing historian, ponders the history of the Santa Anita Handicap and Seabiscuit’s efforts in that race. Alexander, a close friend of Pollard, Seabiscuit’s primary jockey, contributes a memorable tribute to that colorful character.
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Seabiscuit had, in essence, two racing “careers,” distinguished by his accomplishments, or lack thereof, for his two owners. In his first career, under his breeder Wheatley Stable’s banner, Seabiscuit learned on the job and improved his skills before moving on to his second, much more successful, career with Charles S. Howard.


Wheatley Stable was owned by Mrs. Henry Carnegie Phipps and her brother, Ogden Mills, and was one of the Eastern establishment’s most prestigious operations. Seabiscuit’s sire was the notoriously ill-tempered Hard Tack (a son of Man o’ War), his dam the unraced mare Swing On (by Whisk Broom II). On paper this was a promising confluence of genes, and so it turned out. But Seabiscuit represented a startling anomaly for his sire, as Hard Tack sired only eleven other stakes winners and was eventually relegated to the U.S. Army’s Remount Service.


During the first sixteen months or so of his racing career, the light-bodied Seabiscuit proved he had an iron constitution. Under the training of legendary Hall of Fame horseman James F. “Sunny Jim” Fitzsimmons, Seabiscuit made his first start on January 19, 1935, finishing fourth and earning $50. His next start, in which he finished second, came three days later. A pattern was established. Fitzsimmons entered Seabiscuit as if the trainer were on speed-dial to the racing secretaries’ offices. The little bay colt made a mind-boggling thirty-five starts at two, finally breaking his maiden in his eighteenth attempt. He was entered to be claimed five times that season — three of those occa-sions for as little as $2,500. There were never any takers.
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Mrs. H. C. Phipps bred Seabiscuit and raced him in her Wheatley Stable name early in his career.


When Seabiscuit finally did win, he equaled the track record in a five-furlong allowance event for a purse of $1,000 at old Narragansett Park on June 22, 1935. Next time out, also at Narragansett, he won again, setting a new track mark for the same distance. This was in a “claiming stakes,” a race that seems by definition to embody contradiction but was not uncommon in those days. Then ensued a thirty-seven-race, seventeen-month gap before, having developed into a high-class performer, Seabiscuit produced the second of what was to be his twelve track record performances (a fact that, looking back, might cast some doubt on the accuracy of the ’Gansett timer). Seabiscuit finished his first season of competition with five wins and a desultory but deserved ranking of No. 28 on the Experimental Free Handicap.


One of Seabiscuit’s neighbors under Fitzsimmons’ shedrow was William Woodward’s 1935 Triple Crown winner Omaha. Another was Woodward’s 1936 Horse of the Year Granville. A Blood-Horse story included here describes Seabiscuit’s role as a workmate for Omaha.


Seabiscuit’s “first career,” for Wheatley Stable, encompassed forty-seven races, of which he won nine while earning $18,395. When Howard acquired him for $7,500 in August of 1936, he had thickened physically into a robust specimen (at his physical peak at five, he was muscular enough to merit the description of being “a big horse on short legs”). Seabiscuit was considered both well bought and well sold. Howard was looking for a decent allowance horse; Fitzsimmons was willing to cull this much-used racing machine. That Seabiscuit would go on to become the world’s leading money winner, a Horse of the Year, and a national icon would have been considered an absolutely pre-posterous proposition.


[image: seperator]


Charles Stewart Howard, the Georgia-born one-time bicycle racer and repairman who became the largest auto dealer in the world through his Buick agency in California, was no stranger to good fortune in the horse business. He paid $500 for the yearling Coramine at Saratoga in 1935 and she developed into a stakes winner. So did the $1,300 purchase Porter’s Cap a few years later. Howard and his son, Lin, acquired Seabiscuit’s extremely able stablemate Kayak II for some $7,500 in Argentina. Howard later imported Noor, who defeated the great Citation four straight times. But those rewarding transactions paled before Howard’s acquisition of Seabiscuit. Indeed, the sum of Howard’s accomplishments suggests it was not so much serendipity as vision and enthusiasm that led to his myriad successes.


Turned over to trainer Tom Smith, a man who raised the art of reticence to a new level, Seabiscuit began his remarkable transformation. He ran fourth behind the grand mare Myrtlewood in his first start for Howard, then two races later recorded the first of his stakes wins under the crimson and white colors. Seabiscuit was ridden in these races, as he would be ridden a total of thirty times, by the iconoclastic Canadian-born Red Pollard. Seabiscuit’s other most frequent race partner was Hall of Famer George (The Iceman) Woolf, who was employed during the two periods when Pollard was sidelined as the result of serious riding injuries.


Racing for Howard, Seabiscuit made forty-two starts and won twenty-four. Seabiscuit also finished second seven times and third seven times, going unplaced but four times. He earned $419,265. That sum, combined with his earlier gleanings for Wheatley, enabled him to surpass Sun Beau as the world’s leading money winner in 1940. Howard, an enthusiastic bettor, cashed numerous huge wagers on his pride and joy.


Seabiscuit set twelve track records and equaled two others at distances from five furlongs to a mile and one-quarter. He carried 130 or more pounds thirteen times, winning eight of those races, and writers at the time compared him favorably to such vaunted weight carriers as Exterminator, Discovery, and Equipoise. He deserved the compliment, although it should be kept in mind that this group pales by comparison with a later cadre of such marvels as Round Table, Forego, and Kelso. The latter two each carried 130 pounds or more twenty-four times, with Forego winning thirteen and Kelso twelve. Round Table won seventeen of twenty-five such burdensome tests.


Seabiscuit made his biggest splashes at ages five and seven. In 1938 he won his oft-postponed, thunderously bally-hooed Pimlico match race with 1937 Triple Crown winner War Admiral. That event ranks as one of this country’s all-time best-known sporting events. After being away from competition for nearly a year due to injury, Seabiscuit returned in 1940 to finally win the major West Coast prize that had twice narrowly eluded him, the $100,000 Santa Anita Handicap. Then this “miracle horse” was retired.


Despite being voted champion handicap horse at four and five and Horse of the Year at five and retiring as the world’s leading money winner, Seabiscuit in 1999 was rated only twenty-fifth on The Blood-Horse’s list of the top 100 American Thoroughbreds. His relatively low ranking — compared to the level of his fame — may have resulted from the fact that he was ineffective on wet tracks, lost half of his ten photo finishes, never won beyond a mile and one-quarter, was beaten by fillies nine times during his career, and had a moderate lifetime winning percentage of only 37.


At stud Seabiscuit sired just four stakes winners. His chances were compromised by the fact that he was bred almost exclusively to Howard’s own moderately pedigreed mares. Seabiscuit’s years as a stallion were spent on Howard’s Ridgeway Ranch, where he was often ridden by his admiring and grateful owner, sometimes being used to herd cattle. Seabiscuit was good at it, too.


It seems unlikely that, decades from now, there will be a horse so interesting and so well-known, one whose exploits are based in racing but both embody and transcend it, one whose legend has become woven so brightly into the national fabric. Seabiscuit was special, and the stories in this book help to tell why that is so.
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1935-1936
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Out of Obscurity





Seabiscuit’s name first appeared in The Blood-Horse in the issue of July 6, 1935. The story reported the first of what would be Seabiscuit’s twenty-seven career stakes wins — the Watch Hill Claiming Stakes at Narragansett Park on June 26. This came in Seabiscuit’s nineteenth race of the season; he had finally broken his maiden in his previous start.


Two other Seabiscuit-related items were published in The Blood-Horse that year, both also recounting minor stakes wins by the super-active Wheatley Stable youngster.


While Seabiscuit was toiling away in relative obscurity as a two-year-old, American racing was celebrating a glittering addition: Santa Anita Park. The Arcadia, California, showplace first opened its doors on Christmas Day, 1934, its inaugural meeting highlighted by the running of the Santa Anita Handicap — the race that Seabiscuit would become indelibly associated with when he won it in 1940. The gross purse of $108,400 for the inaugural Santa Anita Handicap was a world record. The event, run in February 1935, attracted the best field ever assembled to that time for a winter race in the United States, including stars such as Equipoise, Twenty Grand, and Mate.


That first running of the Big ’Cap, as it became known, was taken by the converted steeplechaser Azucar. Favored in the huge field of twenty was the great Equipoise. Unfortunately, the “Chocolate Soldier” broke down in what was the final race of his career.


Other racing headlines in 1935 included Omaha’s Triple Crown victory. A stablemate of Seabiscuit, Omaha won the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Belmont Stakes just as his sire, Gallant Fox, had five years earlier.


In 1936 Seabiscuit was the subject of a half-dozen Blood-Horse items as he captured stakes in Michigan, Ohio, New York, and California. His first stakes victory with jockey Red Pollard aboard came on September 7 in the Governor’s Handicap at Detroit. Seabiscuit displayed the competitive spirit that was to become his trademark when making up several lengths and posting a nose vic-tory in the Scarsdale Handicap at old Empire City on October 24. On December 12 he scored his easiest and richest triumph up to that point in his career when he took the World’s Fair Handicap at Bay Meadows.


Although he had improved tremendously, Seabiscuit was not yet being mentioned as a member of the top echelon. That group included fellow three-year-olds Bold Venture, winner of the Kentucky Derby and Preakness, and Belmont Stakes hero Granville, as well as reigning handicap leader Discovery.





July 6, 1935 SEABISCUIT WINS


The Watch Hill Claiming Stakes ($2,500 added, 2-year-olds, five fur-longs), on June 26, was the first stakes at Narragansett Park in which Alfred Vanderbilt did not have an entry. With the Maryland sportsman out of the field, the crowd made Wheatley Stable’s Seabiscuit (108) a strong favorite, and the Hard Tack colt performed in accord with expectation. Jockey F. Horn had him close to Sandy Mack’s pace for the first quarter, then wore the Prince of Wales colt down. At the quarter-pole Seabiscuit was safely in front, and he increased his margin to two lengths at the end, with Mrs. G.W. Ogle’s Infidox (108) in second place. Third, a length father back, was Labonte and Seguin’s Zowie (102), with the Branncastle Farm entry of Challephen (108) and The Hare (105) fourth and fifth. Herondas (108), Sandy Mack (105), and Royal Ballad (105) made up the rest of the field. The winner was entered to be claimed for $5,500, and carried three pounds extra for the odd $500. Time, :223/5, :454/5, :593/5 (new track record), track fast. Stakes division, $2,795, $500, $250, $125.


Seabiscuit was making his nineteenth start. He has won two races, finished second five times, third four times, has earned $4,970. He is the second winner for his sire’s first crop, of four foals, and is his first stakes winner. Hard Tack stood at Horace N. Davis’ Blue Grass Heights Stock Farm, near Lexington, but was moved this year to Claiborne Stud, Paris, Ky. Swing On, dam of Seabiscuit, did not race. Her first foal, Query, won at two in 1934. Balance produced Flippant (Broadway Stakes, Bayview Handicap), Hornpipe (Amsterdam Stakes), the winners Scales, Even Up, Abby and High Wire, and the producer Flutter. She is half-sister to Distraction (Wood Memorial, Colorado, Flash Stakes, Yonkers, Champlain, Bay Shore, Edgemere, Pierrepont Handicap), Blondin (Empire City Derby, Long Beach Handicap, and sire), Swinging (good race mare and dam of Equipoise), etc. *Balancoire II won in France, and produced six winners and the producers Wiggle Waggle, *Escarpolette (dam of Alyssum, Depression, etc.) and *See Saw II. She is sister to Night Rider (Triennial, Hurstbourne Stakes) Melody (Acorn Stakes, in England, grandam of King Nadi), and Mediant (Foam Stakes, Great Eastern Handicap in the United States, and the Stewards’ Cup, Champion Sprint Handicap, etc. in England).[Editor’s Note: Seabiscuit’s pedigree appears in Ch. 5, “The Legend Lives,” p. 112.]
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Hard Tack, sire of Seabiscuit.
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Wheatley Stable’s trainer, Sunny Jim Fitzsimmons.


October 26, 1935 SEABISCUIT SURPRISES


The mid-week attraction at Agawam Park was the Springfield Handicap ($2,500 added, 2-year-olds, six furlongs), run October 17. It brought out a field of eight juveniles, of which Mr. G.W. Ogle’s Infidox (117) was the favorite. From break to finish, however, the winner was Wheatley Stable’s Seabiscuit (109), which Jockey J. Stout got away in motion. The Hard Tack colt led at every post, shaking off a belated challenge from Infidox in the stretch. C.V. Whitney’s Bright Plumage (117), beginning slowly, came well despite being forced to race on the outside most of the way, and closed with a good burst of speed to take second place from Infidox by a head, though a length behind the winner. W. Hartman’s Aboveboard (107) was fourth, another length and a half behind. The others were Professor Paul (102), Bereit (95), Black Mistress (96), and Sandy Beach (118). Time, :234/5, :46, 1:112/5, track fast. Stakes division, $2,030, $500, $250, $100.


November 2, 1935 SEABISCUIT’S ARDSLEY HANDICAP


The second consecutive stakes success for Wheatley Stable’s Seabiscuit (112) was the Ardsley Handicap ($2,500 added, 2-year-olds, 5¾ furlongs), run at Empire City on October 23. The Hard Tack colt, winner of the Springfield Handicap at Agawam Park on October 17, was indifferently supported for the race, went to post as third choice. The first half-mile was a closely fought duel between Seabiscuit and Knowing (110), a Dunboyne gelding which broke in front and led the Hard Tack colt for four furlongs, though never able to draw out. Entering the stretch Knowing fell away, and Seabiscuit, disposing quickly of William Ziegler, Jr.’s Wha Hae (115), drew out to win by three lengths. Wha Hae weakened rapidly, finished in third place, two lengths behind Brookmeade Stable’s Neap (107), which passed tired horses to finish second. C.V Whitney’s Tatterdemalion (114) was fourth, closing some ground after being outrun in the early furlongs. The others were Knowing and Holdum Brown (108). Jockey F. Kopel rode the winner. Time, :23, :47, 1:084/5, track fast. Stakes division, $2,835, $500, $250, $125.


Seabiscuit has now started 33 times, has won five races, finished second six times, third five times, and has earned $11,510.


August 8, 1936 SEABISCUIT’S MOHAWK STAKES
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The three-year-old Seabiscuit easily winning the Mohawk Claiming Stakes at Saratoga.


Over from Suffolk Downs came Wheatley Stable’s Seabiscuit (3-y-o, 109), to run in the Mohawk Claiming Stakes ($2,000 added, 3-year-olds and up, one mile) at Saratoga August 3. The Hard Tack colt entered for $6,000 proved much the best, winning by six lengths with speed to spare. Ridden by Jockey J. Stout, Seabiscuit was off in front, was rated steadily, came away in the stretch when ready. Second was Mrs. A.A. Baroni’s Ann O’ Ruley (112), which finished fast after being outrun for six furlongs. Two lengths behind her was Alfred Vanderbilt’s Balkan Land (3-y-o, 109), which had been well up throughout. Mrs. F. Ambrose Clark’s Goldeneye (3-y-o, 109) was fourth, two lengths farther back, and was followed by the favorite, Kate (112), Jair (3-y-o, 100), and Captain Jinks (3-y-o, 102). Time, :242/5, 481/5, 1:124/5, 1:382/5, track fast. Stakes division, $2,960, $400, $200, $100.


Seabiscuit has started 46 times, won eight races, finished second eight times, third six times, earned $17,595. In 1935 he won the Watch Hill Claiming Stakes and Ardsley Handicap. The first crop of foals by Hard Tack, which stood at Horace N. Davis’ Blue Grass Heights Stock Farm, near Lexington, until his removal in 1935 to A.B. Hancock’s Claiborne Stud, Paris, came in 1933. It included four foals, all of which won at two, all of which have also won at three this year. One other stakes winner, Grog, was included. Swing On, dam of Seabiscuit, did not race. Her first foal, Query, won at two, 1934. Seabiscuit is her second. Her foal of 1934, Beaten Biscuit, has not yet started. Balance produced Flippant (Broadway Stakes, Bayview Handicap), Hornpipe (Amsterdam Stakes), the winners Scales, Even Up, Abby, and High Wire, and the producer Flutter. She is half-sister to Distraction, Blondin, Swinging (good race mare and dam of Equipoise, etc.).


September 12, 1936 SEABISCUIT GOES WELL


Although Myrtlewood (126) was scratched from the Governor’s Handicap ($5,000 added, 3-year-olds and up, 1⅛ miles) at Detroit September 7, a field of 12 starters, including a number of horses of some class, went to the post in the event. Favorite and leader for the first quarter-mile was Finance (120), but the *Bull Dog colt dropped rapidly back thereafter. B. Hernandez’s Biography (104) went next into the lead, but was carried too fast by Mrs. C.S. Howard’s Seabiscuit (3-y-o, 109), which had always been close to the lead. In the stretch Biography tired, and Seabiscuit went on to win. Rushing on him were two early trailers. One was F.M. Alger, Jr.’s *Azucar (112) which moved up from tenth place to come very fast in the stretch. Driving even faster was Mrs. J. Chesney’s Professor Paul (3-y-o, 99), which moved later than *Azucar, passed him in the drive. Professor Paul took second place, a neck behind the winner, a length and a half in front of *Azucar. Biography was fourth, followed by Paradisical (108), Safe and Sound (103), Cristate (106), Marynell (104), Woodlander (100), Finance, Heart Break (101), and Alsang (3-y-o, 95). Jockey J. Pollard rode the winner. Time, :234/5, :47, 1:12, 1:38, 1:504/5, track fast. Stakes division, $4,290, $800, $400, $200.
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Howard.


In 50 starts, Seabiscuit has won 10 races, finished second eight times, third seven times, and has earned $23,055, including Watch Hill Claiming, Mohawk Claiming Stakes, and Ardsley Handicap.




October 3, 1936 SEABISCUIT’S HENDRIE HANDICAP


Mrs. C.S. Howard’s Seabiscuit (3-y-o, 115) won his second stakes at Detroit September 26, when he took the lead in the Hendrie Handicap ($2,500 added, 3-year-olds and up, 11/16 miles) near the three-eighths pole, and drew out to win by four lengths. Mrs. J. Chesney’s Cristate (114) was second, two and one-half lengths in front of H. W. and W.J. Young’s Safe and Sound (108), with I.J. Collins’ Paradisical (114), the favorite, in fourth place. Marynell (106) and Professor Paul (3-y-o, 113) were the other members of the field. Jockey J. Pollard rode the winner. Time, :243/5, :483/5, 1:13, 1:381/5, 1:442/5, track fast. Stakes division, $2,010, $450, $200, $150.


In 52 starts, Seabiscuit has won 11 races, finished second eight times, third seven times, and has earned $25, 065.
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The Howards’ Seabiscuit (outside) beating Jesting in the Scarsdale Handicap at Empire City.


October 31, 1936 SEABISCUIT JUST GETS UP


Mrs. Charles S. Howard’s Coramine disappointed her owner in the Ardsley Handicap, but the California sportswoman did not have long to wait for consolation. The next race, at Empire City on October 24, was the Scarsdale Handicap ($5,000 added, 3-year-olds and up, one mile and 70 yards), and the winner, after a desperate drive, was Mrs. Howard’s Seabiscuit (3-y-o, 116), a 12-to-1 outsider.


Favorites in the race fared very poorly. Mrs. Ethel D. Jacobs’ Jesting (112), which got to the front after a half-mile, bore over going into the second turn, caused a jam in which Snow Fox (3-y-o, 116), the 3-to-1 favorite, was knocked back, cut down so badly that he was later destroyed. Another sufferer was Sgt. Byrne (119), split second-choice, which was running third when the crowding occurred. Emileo (3-y-o, 116), which shared second regard, was forced back sharply when moving up near the turn.


Jesting seemed a certain winner, reaching the eighth-pole two lengths in front of the hard-running Piccolo (3-y-o, 105½), which carried the C.V. Whitney silks, with the third-place Wha Hae (3-y-o, 109) falling back. From sixth place came Seabiscuit, making up four lengths in the closing furlong, under a hard drive by Jockey J. Pollard. In the last strides the Hard Tack colt caught Jesting, won by a nose. Piccolo, gaining rapidly on Jesting, failed by a head to catch him, took third place three lengths in front of T.B. Townsend’s Steel Cutter (106). In order followed Wha Hae, Prince Abbot (112½), Emileo, Esposa (115), Sgt. Byrne, Exhibit (113), with Snow Fox, pulled up, completing the field. Time, :233/5, :473/5, 1:121/5, 1:391/5, 1:44, track fast. Stakes division, $5,570, $1,000, $500, $250.


Seabiscuit in 55 starts at two and three has won 12 races, finished second eight times, third nine times, has earned $31,035.


December 5, 1936 SEABISCUIT TAKES THE RECORD


The Bay Bridge Handicap ($2,500 added, all ages, one mile) at Bay Meadows November 28 resulted in a vic-tory for a California owner, but was won with a horse which must be considered an invader. Mrs. C.S. Howard, whose husband is a San Francisco automobile dealer, has had several horses racing this fall in California, but Seabiscuit (3-y-o, 116), Coramine, and others have been racing only in the East. Seabiscuit made his first western start in the Bay Bridge Handicap, had been freshened for a month, was made favorite.


Seabiscuit was shuffled back at the start, trailed the field for a quarter-mile. Then Jockey J. Pollard started sending him up, tried to get through on the last turn. He got in close quarters, was forced to take up. He then sent his mount around the field, was carried wide on the stretch turn. But Seabiscuit was so much the best that these repeated misfortunes made little difference. He headed H.C. Hatch’s Uppermost (114) in the stretch, drew out to win by five lengths, though eased up through the last 50 yards. Third, a half-length behind Uppermost, was Hynes and Beezley’s Velociter (107), a neck in front of Mrs. M.C. Rush’s Noble Count (3-y-o, 108). In order followed Wildland (3-y-o, 105), Watersplash (104), Coldwater (106), and Arson (108). Time, :232/5, :464/5, 1:112/5, 1:36 (new track record), track fast. Stakes division, $1,970, $500, $200, $10.


An unusual angle of the race was that all of the placed horses have held Bay Meadows’ track record for a mile. Velociter set a new mark of 1:363/5 this season. A few days later Uppermost cut it to 1:361/5. And now Seabiscuit has low-ered it to 1:36, and the three record-makers finished one-two-three, in the order of their best performances.


Seabiscuit has now started 57 times, of which 35 times were at two. He has won 13 races, finished second eight times, third 10 times and has earned $33,505. He has won four previous stakes this year.



December 19, 1936 CANTER FOR SEABISCUIT



The World’s Fair Handicap ($10,000 added, all ages, 13/is miles) at Bay Meadows on December 12 was both the richest and the easiest triumph in the record of Mrs. Charles S. Howard’s Seabiscuit (3-y-o, 113). Jockey J. Pollard broke the Hard Tack colt alertly, sent him to the front when the field had got well under way. After a half-mile Seabiscuit was five lengths in front, going easily. Mrs. M.C. Rush’s Noble Count (3-y-o, 106) was nearest at this point, with Tick On (115) and Watersplash (101) pressing him closely. However, none could throw down a challenge to the leader, and though Seabiscuit’s lead was cut to three lengths after six furlongs, it was only because Pollard had him well in hand. The other three fell back after a mile, leaving a six-length margin to the leader, and F.M. Carr’s Wildland (3-y-o, 101) and Millsdale Stable’s Giant Killer (3-y-o, 107) began their runs. At the eighth-pole Seabiscuit’s lead was back to three lengths, but he drew away again to win by five. Wildland was two and a half lengths in front of Giant Killer, with Noble Count a length and a half farther back. Seabiscuit, already holder of the one-mile record at Bay Meadows (1:36) added the 13/16 is-mile record to his trophies. Time, :23, :47, 1:112/5, 1:364/5, 1:554/5 (new track record), track fast. Stakes division, $8,000, $2,000, $1,000, $500.


Seabiscuit has earned $41,505, win-ning 14 races from his 58 starts at two and three, finishing second eight times, third 10 times. The World’s Fair Handicap was his sixth stakes victory this year, most important of his others being the Governor’s Handicap at Detroit and the Scarsdale Handicap at Empire City. He won three smaller stakes at two.
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Stardom





Seabiscuit truly came to the fore as a major American racehorse as a four-year-old in 1937. He won his seasonal debut on February 9, then was defeated in two straight races by Rosemont. Seabiscuit’s road to that year’s title as champion handicap horse was probably smoothed by Rosemont’s early departure from the scene. Rosemont went unplaced in his only two subsequent starts and was retired. A son of The Porter, Rosemont had won stakes every year he raced. As a three-year-old he won the important Withers Stakes and finished third in the Belmont Stakes.


After suffering the first of what would be his two heartbreaking defeats in the rich Santa Anita Handicap (his initial $20,000 runner-up purse was the largest he had ever earned in one race), Seabiscuit went on a roll. Previously, he had never managed to put together back-to-back wins. This year, Seabiscuit sizzled through a five-month stretch during which he reeled off seven handicap victories in a row from California to Massachusetts.


Transcontinental travel by racehorses had been a rarity in the past, but Seabiscuit’s era was replete with equine tourists, including such champions as Equipoise, Discovery, Challedon, Kayak II, Stagehand, Pompoon, and Marica who raced at tracks from coast to coast.


Seabiscuit broke a twenty-year-old Empire City track record in one of those victories. In another, the Marchbank Handicap, he eclipsed Tanforan track marks for the half-mile, six furlongs, and mile while en route to an easy victory in the mile and one-eighth event. He showed great determination in taking the Brooklyn Handicap, drawing praise from The Blood-Horse’s Eastern-based correspondent who noted that Seabiscuit’s “three (earlier) rich victories in California were scored against inferior competition.” Seabiscuit’s win in the Butler Handicap gave him “leadership of the handicap division,” and it was following that race that his photograph first appeared in the magazine. An impressive tally in the Massachusetts Handicap, his foremost achievement up to that point, capped the win streak.


The 1937 season also saw Seabiscuit involved in the only dead heat of his career, saw him set a single-season earnings record, and produced the first reports of a possible match race against War Admiral, whose Triple Crown triumph had made him a close runner-up in the monetary standings for the season.


War Admiral, generally regarded as the great Man o’ War’s best son, enjoyed an unbeaten season at age three in 1937. In addition to his Kentucky Derby-Preakness-Belmont sweep, War Admiral captured five other events and earned $166,500. Seabiscuit, arguably Man o’ War’s best grandson, narrowly topped that total with his $168,590.





March 6, 1937
ROSEMONT’S CLIMAX


The 1935 Santa Anita Handicap went to a cast-off steeplechaser. The 1936 event was won by a vastly improved plater which had been claimed for $3,500. The 1937 running ($100,000 added, 3-year-olds and up, 1¼ miles), made more orthodox Turf history by going to a horse which was bred and raised by his owner and had been a recognized stakes contender in each of his four seasons on the track.


When Foxcatcher Farms’ Rosemont won the San Antonio Stakes on February 20, he insured himself a position as favorite for the $100,000 event. On February 24 he came out in the morning to go a handy mile and an eighth in 1:542/5, and Trainer Richard E. Handlen apparently judged his charge fit enough without working over the full distance of the big race. On February 27 Rosemont took up top weight of 124 pounds, and was made the betting favorite at nearly 4 to 1.


Rains during the latter part of the week had made a slow track probable, but Santa Anita officials worked hard to make a fast strip. Machines such as those used to melt asphalt on city streets were sent over the track, flames drying out the mud. Though the track was not quite fast, it was classified as good. Time of the handicap, as well as of other races during the day, indicated that it was not more than a second off its usual speed. Mindful of the difficulty with the start of the Santa Anita Derby a Saturday earlier, track authorities had wooden stalls built to place at the end of the gate, so that every starter came out of an individual compartment.


A.C.T. Stock Farm’s Special Agent, obviously trying to clear the way for his stablemate, Indian Broom, shot away at high speed, with E. and W. Janss’ Boxthorn behind him. The California bred Don Roberto, an animal almost as large as Whopper, was third by the time the back stretch had been reached, and Mrs. Charles S. Howard’s Seabiscuit, in close quarters at the start, had moved up to fourth. The favorite was eleventh after a half-mile, nine lengths behind the flying Special Agent, which had covered the distance in :454/5 For another quarter-mile Special Agent held his speed, covering six furlongs in 1:104/5. The order of the horses immediately behind him did not change, and Harry Richards had not moved on Rosemont. At the mile there were still no changes among the leaders, but both Time Supply and Rosemont were beginning their runs, and the leaders were dropping back. Rosemont had stepped up to sixth place, six lengths behind the pace. Turning into the stretch, with three-sixteenths of a mile straightaway, Special Agent had enough, and Jockey J. Pollard drove Seabiscuit into the lead. Boxthorn and Don Roberto retired, and Indian Broom moved forward to take up where his stablemate had left off. At the eighth-pole Special Agent was clinging to Seabiscuit, which was leading him a head. Indian Broom was two lengths behind and charging hard. But Rosemont, clear and on the outside was running fastest. He had three and a half lengths to make up in the last furlong, and he made them up. Special Agent and Indian Broom he swept aside, but Seabiscuit fought it out to the last stride. Locked together the leaders went under the wire, and the photo-finish sign went up. Clem McCarthy, broadcasting the race from well above the finish line, said, “Rosemont got up by a short nose, I think.” Some two minutes later, after scrutiny of the photograph, officials ordered up Rosemont’s number.


Rosemont’s success story, which rose to its climax with victory in “the world’s richest race,” differs somewhat from those of recent Turf heroes, in that there has not been a time when he was not recognized as a good horse. The story, however, has just enough of the element of luck in it, to make it a good one. On February 28, it was announced that Rosemont would not race again, but would be retired to stud. However, on the next day Trainer Handlen denied this, said Rosemont would be pointed for the Narragansett Special next summer.


Garden Rose [dam of Rosemont], her-self a winner, was bred by Edward Beale McLean, and was put up for sale in the dispersal of that sportsman’s Belmont Plantation stock in June, 1931. She went for $4,300 to Preston M. Burch, who was either bidding for William du Pont or shortly sold Garden Rose privately to him. She had been bred four times to Messenger, a Fair Play stallion now owned by Mr. du Pont, and her first foal, Sweet Tidings, was a winner at two and three. Her second, Parties, was to win a total of 30 races in five seasons, but had not won at the time of the dispersal. Her third, a yearling which went to Mrs. Thomas H. Somerville (sister to Mr. du Pont) for $1,500 was named Garden Message, won 16 races, including the Pimlico Nursery Stakes, Sprightful Claiming Stakes (by disqualification), Oakdale Claiming Handicap, and Marlboro Stakes. Her fourth, Rose Bearer, which was sold with her as a weanling, and raced in Foxcatcher Farms’ colors, won one race at two. Mr. du Pont sent Garden Rose to *The Satrap, a stallion which Mr. du Pont had imported, and which was sent back to England last year. Her foal to *The Satrap’s cover was Roseanna, which won two races at two last year. She has a 1937 2-year-old by *Teddy.


Rosemont himself came up once for auction, when Foxcatcher Farms held a dispersal sale in December, 1932. He went for $1,900, and Garden Rose for $3,600, but both went to J. W. McComb, who bid them in for Mr. du Pont.


Apparently but an incidental fact in the purchase of Garden Message was the fact that she was in foal to The Porter, already a proven stallion for which John Hay Whitney paid $27,000 at the same sale. But this foal, born April 18, 1932, was Rosemont, which has now started 21 times, won seven races, finished second six times, third three times, and has earned $168,750, becoming the one hundred and fourth horse to earn $100,000 or more.


Garden of Allah, Rosemont’s second dam, also was a winner, and produced Dream of Allah (also by Colin and winner of Providence Handicap, and dam of the stakes winner Islam, Time Supply’s sire, Time Maker, and three other winners). Garden of Allah also produced the winners Loughland and Devil’s Garden (also producer), and the producer Girl of Allah. She was a sister to the good winner Sky Pilot.


Frances Hindoo, Rosemont’s third dam, produced also the steeplechase winner Zellwood. She was a sister to Pepper (Ohio, Seabreeze, Carnarsie, McLaughlin, Crocker Stakes), Nihil, Kinski, Benroe, and Greetings and to the producers Dingle Farfalla, Da Rimini, Dordica, Frantic, and Halloo, from which descend the stakes winners General J. M. Gomez, Everett, Belzoni, Earlocker, Ginger Clark, Mission Bell, etc.


Francesca, Rosemont’s fourth dam, was a stakes winner (Clarendon Hotel Stakes) and also produced the winners Missive and Billo O., and the producer Franconia. She was a sister to Iroquois (Epsom Derby, St. Leger), and Jaconet, dam of the stakes winners and sires Sir Dixon and Belvidere, the winners Hindoonet, Blacklock, and Lady Pepper (also producer) and the producers The Niece (dam of Uncle), Mattie T. Cambric, Intrepid, Magna Charta, and Little Mary. The next dam was Maggie B. B.


March 13, 1937
CONSOLATION FOR SEABISCUIT


The San Juan Capistrano Handicap ($10,000 added, 3-year-olds and up, 1⅛ miles) is primarily a consolation event for horses which have failed in their major objective, the Santa Anita Handicap. Head Play won it in its first year; Whopper won it in 1936. This winter it was regarded as almost a foregone conclusion that Mrs. C.S. Howard’s Seabiscuit (120), just beaten in the rich handicap, would take the consolation event.


Principal contention was expected to come from A.C.T. Stock Farm’s entry of Special Agent (116) and Indian Broom (118), and the same strategy that was used unsuccessfully in the $100,000 event, of sending Special Agent out to make the pace, was used again. For six furlongs Special Agent set a hot pace, but could never shake off Seabiscuit. When the pacemaker weakened, Seabiscuit shot into the lead and Jockey J. Pollard, perhaps mindful of criticism of his ride in the Santa Anita Handicap, took no chances. He kept the son of Hard Tack going until his lead was overwhelming, then took him in hand to win by seven lengths. Indian Broom, lacking his usual dash in the stretch, could not catch his stablemate, but Raoul Walsh’s *Grand Manitou (108), showing considerable improvement, charged up to take second place, three-quarters of a length in front of Special Agent, which led Indian Broom by a neck. Red Rain (114) was fifth, had never been dangerous. Apparently outclassed were Goldeneye (107), Silk Mask (105), Star Shadow (110), Gold Seeker (110), and Chanceview (112), which finished in the order named. Seabiscuit cut three-fifths of a second from the track record which Time Supply had set, under 116 pounds, last winter. Time, :224/5, :463/5, 1:11, 1:361/5, 1:484/5 (new track record), track fast. Stakes division, $9,200, $2,000, $1,000, $500.


Seabiscuit has started 62 times, won 16 races, finished second nine times, third 10 times, and has earned $71,750. His dam, Swing On, did not race, and Seabiscuit is her second foal. Her third foal, also by Hard Tack, has not raced. Her first foal, Query, won at two. Balance produced Flippant (Broadway Stakes, Bayview Handicap), Hornpipe (Amsterdam Stakes), and the winners Scales, Even Up, Abby, and High Wire, and the producer Flutter. She was a half-sister to Distraction, Blondin, Swinging (good race mare and dam of Equipoise), etc.


April 24, 1937 SEABISCUIT RACES WELL


Perhaps the most improved horse in the handicap division is Mrs. C.S. Howard’s Seabiscuit. He raced in the upper claiming division at two. At three he was a stakes horse in what might be called second flight handicap events. At four he is a real danger in any field. After a bitter stretch fight he surrendered to Rosemont in the Santa Anita Handicap, virtually mowed down his field in the San Juan Capistrano Handicap a week later. He was rested until the running of the Marchbank Handicap ($10,000 added, 3-year-olds and up, 1⅛ miles), at Tanforan on April 17.


Though Seabiscuit (124), despite a heavier impost than he had previously carried, was bet down to 2 to 5, he had worthy opposition in the A.C.T. Stock Farm entry of Special Agent (113) and Indian Broom (116), the latter a winner of the event in 1936, in world record time. But Seabiscuit, best on performance, was also favored by racing luck. Jockey J. Pollard shot him at once to the front, took him in hand on the first turn, and waited for challenges. None came, and Seabiscuit galloped to the finish three lengths in front of Raoul Walsh’s *Grand Manitou (110), which ran a very good race to beat Hunt, Beezley, and Boeing’s Sobriety (109) a head for third place. Special Agent had good early speed, though no match for the winner’s pace, but he tired to finish fourth. Don Roberto (108), Sir Oracle (3-y-o, 103), and Indian Broom completed the field. Jockey Pollard, who may have wondered why Indian Broom did not come up to contest the issue with Seabiscuit, found after the race that the Taylor color-bearer had been eliminated on the first turn. He stumbled leaving the gate, then got in close quarters on the turn. He stumbled again, went to his knees, almost unseated Ralph Neves. When he recovered he had lost all chance, and he was galloped behind the field, pulled up in the stretch. It is very doubtful that he could have threatened the Hard Tack colt, but he might have made a race of it. Time, :222/5, :452/5, 1:103/5, 1:36, 1:484/5, track fast. It is worthy of note that Seabiscuit cracked Tanforan’s track records for half-mile, six furlongs, and one mile in passing, might have reached Indian Broom’s world record of 1:473/5 for the 1⅛ miles had he ever been fully extended. (Indian Broom’s fractional time was :242/5, :48, 1:112/5, 1:353/5, 1:473/5.) Stakes division, $8,200, $2,000, $1,000, $500.
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