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  Introduction


  Elite forces are the tip of Freedom’s spear. These small, special units are universally the first to engage, whether on reconnaissance missions into denied territory for larger conventional forces or in direct action, surgical operations, preemptive strikes, retaliatory action, and hostage rescues. They lead the way in today’s war on terrorism, the war on drugs, the war on transnational unrest, and in humanitarian operations as well as nation building. When large-scale warfare erupts, they offer theater commanders a wide variety of unique, unconventional options.


  Most such units are regionally oriented, acclimated to the culture and conversant in the languages of the areas where they operate. Since they deploy to those areas regularly, often for combined training exercises with indigenous forces, these elite units also serve as peacetime “global scouts,” and “diplomacy multipliers,” beacons of hope for the democratic aspirations of oppressed peoples all over the globe.


  Elite forces are truly “quiet professionals”: their actions speak louder than words. They are self-motivated, self-confidant, versatile, seasoned, mature individuals who rely on teamwork more than daring-do. Unfortunately, theirs is dangerous work. Since the 1980 attempt to rescue hostages from the U.S. embassy in Tehran, American special operations forces have suffered casualties in real-world operations at close to fifteen times the rate of U.S. conventional forces. By the very nature of the challenges that face special operations forces, training for these elite units has proven even more hazardous.


  Thus it’s with special pride that I join you in saluting the brave men who volunteer to serve in and support these magnificent units and who face such difficult challenges ahead.


  —Colonel John T. Carney, Jr., USAF–Ret.

  President, Special Operations Warrior Foundation
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  CHARTER 1


  History of the Marine Corps


  “For over 221 years our Corps has done two things for this great nation,” stated General Charles C. Krulak. “We make Marines, and we win battles.”


  In the nineteenth century, the United States Marine Corps adopted the famous motto, Semper Fidelis, which is Latin for “always faithful.” During their history, the Marines have always stayed tough-as-nails, seeing some of the harshest military conflict in American history. There were dark times but they have remained “always faithful.” The Marines fought next to other military branches from the beginning.


  Currently, the Marines are the largest elite unit in the world. In relation to other countries in the west, the Marines dwarf any other special military force. In fact, the Marines are currently larger than the entire British army.


  
    HEROES: JOHN MACKÍE


    During the Civil War, Corporal John Mackie was the first Marine to be awarded the highest military award, the Medal of Honor. On the USS Galena at the battle of Drewry’s Bluff, while heavy fire from Confederate forces killed or wounded much of the crew, Mackie risked his life leading the gun operation for the remainder of the battle.

  


  The Marine Corps formed in 1775. From the beginning of America’s independence, the Marines acted as a defensive combat force that defended a ship’s officers from mutiny and protected the crew. They were also established to perform amphibious raids. The first amphibious attack occurred early in the Revolutionary War when the Marines took over a British ammunition depot and naval port in New Providence, Bahamas. The Marines were active in defending the United States against Barbary pirates in the nineteenth century. They also performed admirably in the War of 1812 and played a role in the Civil War.


  During World War I, over 13,000 Marines were killed or wounded in the trenches. Between the world wars, Marines were sent to defend the Pacific Islands. Small units were on these islands when Japanese bombers attacked the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. The subsequent Japanese offensive in the southwest Pacific captured most of New Guinea and part of the Solomon Islands. America had been taken by surprise. They began a huge fight to push the Japanese back to their homeland. The Marines were asked to help capture the Pacific Islands from the Japanese, and in doing so, they fought in some of the bloodiest battles of World War II. Iwo Jima (February to May 1945), for example, was bought with the lives of 6,800 Marines and 900 sailors, and another 20,000 were wounded.


  
    UNDERSTAND THE FULL MEANING


    mutiny: An action against authority in which the orders of a superior are disobeyed.


    amphibious: Operating in land or in water

  


  In 1947, the National Security Act defined the three primary areas of responsibility for the Marines: “The seizure of defense of advanced naval bases and other land operations to support naval campaigns; the development of tactics, technique, and equipment used by amphibious landing forces; and such other duties as the President may direct.” The Security Act defined the Marines’ mission as we know it now. The Marines have used the potential of the Navy to transport forces quickly in foreign wars. The Marines may be trained for aquatic combat, but the majority of operations they have done in major wars have been on land.
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