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This one is for my friends—specifically, the ones who I get the honor of gathering with every March on Cape Cod. I’m blessed to have the greatest support system anyone could ever hope for. They’re the kind of group that never says, “Why?” Instead, it’s “What time do I need to be there?” or “How many books should I buy?”









Introduction


Football fans share a universal language that cuts across many cultures and many personality types. A serious football fan is never alone. We are legion, and football is often the only thing we have in common.


—Hunter S. Thompson


The first iteration of this trivia book (still in stores, and available online!) was published in 2019, and I’m proud to say it hit every major topic, from the history of the game and the lighter side of America’s most popular sport to the NFL draft and Pro Football Hall of Fame. It was as all-encompassing as possible, with something for everyone. If it was half as much fun to read as it was to write, I know you guys must have had a ball.


But in the five years since, the game—and society—has changed. The world is more fragmented than ever. Whether it’s with family, in the workplace, or with acquaintances, we’re all just looking for something that can bind us together. From my viewpoint, more and more, it’s clear the shared fandom that comes with football is one thing that can cement us these days, no matter the background. As Dr. Thompson wrote, it is a sport for everyone, a common ground. It’s the connective tissue that cuts across the sporting landscape and can bring the unlikeliest of allies together.


If you’re a Dallas fan, you can dismiss your old Texas uncle as out of touch, but every Sunday when the Cowboys play, you know he has your back. If I’m a Patriots fan, I can be walking through an airport in Atlanta and see someone else with a flying Elvis logo on their sweatshirt, and we can exchange a knowing smile and the understanding that the phrase “28–3” means a little more when you’re passing through Southern Georgia. If I’m from western Pennsylvania and I’m in my first week at Ohio State watching the Browns play the Steelers, I know for sure the kid on the other side of the room wearing the Hines Ward jersey and I will have something to talk about.


It doesn’t matter where you come from or what you look like, or how much money you make, or the kind of car you drive. As football fans, we are one. We speak a shared language: Here we go, Steelers. San Diego … Super Chargers! Bear down, Chicago Bears. Miami Dolphins, No. 1. As a result, here’s hoping this little book can help continue to bring football fans together in the best possible way.


As was the case with the first one, we tried to make this one accessible to all football fans. So regardless if you’ve been into the game since birth, or you started following a few years back, this book is for you. I hope everyone has fun trying to figure all these questions out.









Chapter 1


FOUR DOWNS—AFC


In the early 1970s, the AFC was seen as the lesser conference, the younger brother that the more esteemed NFC let be a part of the action via the NFL-AFL merger in 1970. But times have changed—teams like Miami, Oakland, and Pittsburgh altered the narrative in the 1970s and ’80s. And now, we’re in an era where eight of the last twelve Super Bowl champions have come from the AFC. The last two certified dynasties—New England and Kansas City—have come from the AFC. And while the AFC doesn’t have a monopoly on the best young talent in the league, it’s hard not to look at the list of the best quarterbacks under thirty—Mahomes, Burrow, Allen, Jackson, etc.—and not notice that they’re all part of the same conference. This chapter takes a team-by-team look at the AFC, and some of the key people and situations that helped it grow.


AFC EAST


New England Patriots


1. Who was the first head coach in franchise history?


A. Clive Rush


B. Chuck Fairbanks


C. Dick MacPherson


D. Lou Saban


Answer on page 17.


2. True or False: Bill Belichick never had a running back rush for 1,000 or more yards in back-to-back seasons in his 24 years as head coach of the Patriots.


Answer on page 17.


3. Which NFL passing record does Tom Brady NOT hold?


A. Oldest player to have thrown a pass in an NFL game.


B. Most sacks taken in NFL history.


C. Most career games won.


D. Most Super Bowl wins.


Answer on page 17.


4. Who was the first Black quarterback to start a game for the Patriots?


A. Cam Newton


B. Jacoby Brissett


C. Onree Jackson


D. Ron Burton


Answer on page 17.


Buffalo Bills


1. True or False: The “run and shoot” was the name of the no-huddle offense the Bills ran under Marv Levy.


Answer on page 17.


2. Which Bills player stripped Dallas’ Leon Lett of the ball in embarrassing fashion near the end of Super Bowl XXVII?


A. Don Beebe


B. Steve Tasker


C. Orlando Delicious


D. Don Montgomery


Answer on page 17.


3. Who was the Bills’ first 1,000-yard rusher?


A. Thurman Thomas


B. O. J. Simpson


C. Carlton “Cookie” Gilchrist


D. Richie “Cake” Stevens


Answer on page 17.


4. Which former Buffalo quarterback was the Republican Party’s nominee for vice president in 1996?


A. Jim Kelly


B. Tyrod Taylor


C. Jack Kemp


D. Jack Frost


Answer on page 17.


Miami Dolphins


1. In 2002, Ricky Williams set the Dolphins’ single-season rushing record with 1,853 yards. Whose record did he break?


A. Mercury Morris


B. Jim Kiick


C. Delvin Williams


D. Johnny Gobbles


Answer on page 18.


2. Who was the only 1,000-yard rusher Dan Marino ever had on his team?


A. Karim Abdul-Jabbar


B. Lamar Odom


C. Lamar Jenkins


D. Lamarr Hoyt


Answer on page 18.


3. Which team lost 18 straight games in the Orange Bowl from 1966 through 1985?


A. Buffalo Bills


B. New York Jets


C. New England Patriots


D. Houston Oilers


Answer on page 18.


4. True or False: Larry Csonka was the first player in franchise history elected to the Hall of Fame.


Answer on page 18.


New York Jets


1. True or False: Fireman Ed is the name of the Jets superfan who has been leading the cheers at home games for years.


Answer on page 18.


2. What was the name of the offensive lineman who Mark Sanchez knocked into, causing the infamous “Butt Fumble?”


A. Brandon Moore


B. Brandon Bass


C. Sal Bass


D. Brandon McGuirk


Answer on page 18.


3. What was the nickname of the Jets’ defensive line that was manned by Joe Klecko, Mark Gastineau, Abdul Salaam, and Marty Lyons in the early 1980s?


A. Gang Green


B. Shea Stadium Sack Attack


C. New York Sack Exchange


D. Hackey Sackers


Answer on page 18.


4. Which Jets wide receiver was the first NFL player to reach 10,000 receiving yards?


A. Al Toon


B. Johnny “Lam” Jones


C. Johnny Hector


D. Don Maynard


Answer on page 18.


AFC NORTH


Baltimore Ravens


1. True or False: The Ravens have a marching band.


Answer on page 19.


2. Who was the Ravens’ first-ever draft pick?


A. Ray Lewis


B. Tony Siragusa


C. Justin Franklin


D. Jonathan Ogden


Answer on page 19.


3. Where did the Ravens play their home games after they relocated from Cleveland?


A. Camden Yards


B. Memorial Stadium


C. M&T Bank Stadium


D. Robert F. Kennedy Stadium


Answer on page 19.


4. Who was the first head coach of the Ravens?


A. Brian Billick


B. Ted Marchibroda


C. Rex Ryan


D. John Harbaugh


Answer on page 19.


Pittsburgh Steelers


1. Which Steeler was named MVP of Super Bowl X?


A. Terry Bradshaw


B. “Mean Joe” Greene


C. Franco Harris


D. Lynn Swann


Answer on page 19.


2. Who was the first Steelers player voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame?


A. Johnny “Blood” McNally


B. “Mean Joe” Greene


C. Bobby Layne


D. Mel Blount


Answer on page 19.


3. True or False: Chuck Noll was the first coach in franchise history.


Answer on page 19.


4. What is the name of the Steelers’ mascot?


A. Steeler Steve


B. Steely McBeam


C. Three River Pete


D. Crusher


Answer on page 19.


Cleveland Browns


1. What quarterback led the Browns to five straight playoff appearances in the 1980s?


A. Brian Sipe


B. Vinny Testaverde


C. Todd Philcox


D. Bernie Kosar


Answer on page 19.


2. True or False: Bernie Kosar is the Browns’ all-time leader in passing yards.


Answer on page 20.


3. Which Browns backup quarterback was known as “Doctor Bomb?”


A. Darren Levy


B. Greg St. Martin


C. David Mays


D. Marvin Harrison


Answer on page 20.


4. Who is the all-time sacks leader in Browns history?


A. Swervin’ Mervyn Fernandez


B. Myles Garrett


C. Clay Matthews


D. Michael Dean Perry


Answer on page 20.


Cincinnati Bengals


1. Who holds the franchise record for most catches in one season?


A. Cris Collinsworth


B. Chad “Ochocinco” Johnson


C. Tee Higgins


D. T. J. Houshmandzadeh


Answer on page 20.


2. Which Bengal played six seasons with a steel rod in his leg after surgery?


A. Rod Smith


B. Steve “Old Steel Leg” Stevenson


C. Hot Rod Williams


D. Tim Krumrie


Answer on page 20.


3. True or False: Carson Palmer holds the Bengals’ franchise record for most career passing yards.


Answer on page 20.


4. Which Cincinnati pass catcher out of Northeastern University had a pair of touchdown receptions for the Bengals in Super Bowl XVI?


A. Cris Collinsworth


B. Harvey Danger


C. Dan Ross


D. Gerry Brown


Answer on page 20.


AFC SOUTH


Houston Texans


1. What year did the Texans join the NFL?


A. 1996


B. 1998


C. 2000


D. 2002


Answer on page 20.


2. True or False: J. J. Watt and Andre Johnson had the same number of touchdown catches—three—in 2014.


Answer on page 20.


3. Who is the franchise leader in rushing yards?


A. Arian Foster


B. Lamar Miller


C. J. J. Watt


D. Greg Levy


Answer on page 20.


4. Who was the first Texan to be named NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year?


A. J. J. Watt


B. Mario Williams


C. Brian Cushing


D. DeMeco Ryans


Answer on page 21.


Tennessee Titans


1. What was the name of the franchise before they became the Tennessee Titans?


A. Tennessee Tuxedos


B. Houston Oilers


C. Nashville Titans


D. Memphis Showboats


Answer on page 21.


2. In the 1996 NFL Draft, the franchise moved up to pick No. 14 to acquire running back Eddie George. What team did they make that deal with?


A. New England Patriots


B. St. Louis Rams


C. New York Jets


D. Seattle Seahawks


Answer on page 21.


3. Former Titans quarterback Steve McNair attended what college?


A. Northeastern University


B. Boston University


C. Alcorn State


D. University of Southern California


Answer on page 21.


4. What Titans receiver was tackled one-yard short of the goal line at the end of Super Bowl XXXIV?


A. Ian Lefferts


B. Charlie Joiner


C. Derrick Mason


D. Kevin Dyson


Answer on page 21.


Indianapolis Colts


1. Who was the first coach of the Colts after their move to Indianapolis?


A. Tony Dungy


B. Don Shula


C. Frank Kush


D. Dan Brem


Answer on page 21.


2. In 2002, Marvin Harrison broke the NFL’s single-season record for receptions in one season. How many passes did he catch that year?


A. 110


B. 135


C. 143


D. 150


Answer on page 21.


3. Who scored the game-winning touchdown in the 1958 NFL Championship Game in overtime against the Giants?


A. Raymond Berry


B. Johnny Unitas


C. Art Donovan


D. Alan Ameche


Answer on page 21.


4. True or False: Mike Vanderjagt kicked the winning field goal to help lift the Colts to the win over the Cowboys in Super Bowl V.


Answer on page 21.


Jacksonville Jaguars


1. True or False: Jumpin’ Jerry Jaguar is the official name of the Jacksonville team mascot.


Answer on page 22.


2. Who is the Jaguars’ all-time leader in rushing yards?


A. Fred Taylor


B. Maurice Jones-Drew


C. Seth Schwartz


D. James Stewart


Answer on page 22.


3. What heavily favored team did the Jaguars upset in the 1996 playoffs to reach the AFC Championship Game against the Patriots?


A. Buffalo Bills


B. Pittsburgh Steelers


C. Denver Broncos


D. Indianapolis Colts


Answer on page 22.


4. As of the end of the 2023 season, who has the most all-time wins as a head coach in Jaguars history?


A. Doug Pederson


B. Tom Coughlin


C. Jack Del Rio


D. Dom Capers


Answer on page 22.


AFC WEST


Kansas City Chiefs


1. As of the end of the 2023 regular season, who held the franchise record for most receptions as a member of the Chiefs?


A. Tony Gonzalez


B. Travis Kelce


C. Dwayne Bowe


D. Otis Taylor


Answer on page 22.


2. What Chiefs head coach played his college football at San Jose State?


A. Dick Vermeil


B. Hank Stram


C. Marty Schottenheimer


D. Todd Haley


Answer on page 22.


3. True or False: As of the 2023 season, no one has more regular-season receiving yards in Chiefs’ franchise history than Tyreek Hill.


Answer on page 22.


4. How many playoff games did Joe Montana win as a member of the Chiefs?


A. zero


B. one


C. two


D. four


Answer on page 22.


Las Vegas Raiders


1. This quarterback has thrown for the most yards in Raiders history


A. Derek Carr


B. Ken Stabler


C. Daryle Lamonica


D. Jim Plunkett


Answer on page 22.


2. Which Raiders pass catcher carved out a niche as a favorite of Ken Stabler, and would later have the annual award for the top college receiver in America named in his honor?


A. Fred Biletnikoff


B. Paul “White Train” Howard


C. Cliff Branch


D. Dave Casper


Answer on page 22.


3. Which Raiders linebacker slugged Patriots GM Patrick Sullivan after a 1985 playoff loss to New England?


A. Jack Tatum


B. Matt Millen


C. Jason Lefferts


D. Rocky Granato


Answer on page 23.


4. Who was the Raiders’ defensive player who was in on the tackle (and fumble) of Tom Brady near the end of the 2001 divisional playoff game that was later ruled an incomplete pass?


A. Howie Long


B. Warren Sapp


C. Charles Woodson


D. Darren Woodson


Answer on page 23.


Denver Broncos


1. What was the nickname given to the Denver defense in the 1970s?


A. Orange Crush


B. Rocky Mountain Way


C. Homeland Defense


D. Air Command


Answer on page 23.


2. True or False: Dan Reeves won more than 100 games in the regular season as the Broncos head coach.


Answer on page 23.


3. Who has the most regular-season sacks in Broncos history?


A. Lyle Alzado


B. Von Miller


C. Karl Mecklenburg


D. Elvis Dumervil


Answer on page 23.


4. Who was the first member of the Broncos to rush for at least 20 touchdowns in a single season?


A. Clinton Portis


B. Bobby Hamilton


C. Terrell Davis


D. Mike Anderson


Answer on page 23.


Los Angeles Chargers


1. Which head coach has led the Chargers to the most wins?


A. Don Coryell


B. Sid Gillman


C. Marty Schottenheimer


D. Paul Wonderman


Answer on page 23.


2. Who was the first member of the Chargers inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame?


A. Dan Fouts


B. Sid Gillman


C. John Jefferson


D. Lance Alworth


Answer on page 23.


3. True or False: The name of the Chargers’ unofficial mascot for many years was nicknamed Mr. Reddy Kilowatt.


Answer on page 24.


4. Which Chargers tight end has the most catches as a member of the franchise?


A. Antonio Gates


B. Kellen Winslow


C. Hunter Henry


D. Chuck Suede


Answer on page 24.









Chapter 1


FOUR DOWNS—AFC


ANSWERS


AFC EAST


New England Patriots


1. D—Lou Saban.


2. True.


3. A—Oldest player to have thrown a pass in an NFL game. That record belongs to George Blanda.


4. B—Jacoby Brissett.


Buffalo Bills


1. False. It was called the “K-Gun.”


2. A—Don Beebe.


3. C—Carlton “Cookie” Gilchrist.


4. C—Jack Kemp.


Miami Dolphins


1. C—Delvin Williams, who rushed for 1,258 yards for Miami in 1978.


2. A—Karim Abdul-Jabbar, who rushed for 1,116 yards in 1996.


3. C—New England Patriots.


4. False—As of 2024, there have been thirteen inductees to the National Football Hall of Fame that wore the Dolphins colors. The first was Paul Warfield, who was elected to the HOF in 1983. Four years later, Csonka and Jim Langer joined Warfield in Canton.


New York Jets


1. True.


2. A—Brandon Moore. The embarrassing event happened on Thanksgiving Night, on November 22, 2012 between the Jets and Patriots. Already down 20–0 in the second quarter, Sanchez ran directly into the derriere of Moore, fumbling the ball, which was recovered by Steve Gregory and taken to the house for a touchdown. The Pats would go on to embarrass the Jets on national television by a score of 49–19.


3. C—New York Sack Exchange. A dominant force, the Jets led the league in sacks in 1981 (66) and 1985 (49), with the former being the most by a team since the 1967 Oakland Raiders (67).


4. D—Don Maynard, who over 15 seasons—in both the AFL and NFL—collected 11,834 receiving yards.


AFC NORTH


Baltimore Ravens


1. True. They are only one of two franchises that has a marching band—the other being the Washington Commanders.


2. D—Jonathan Ogden was taken fourth overall by the Ravens in the 1996 NFL Draft. He would go on to play his entire 12-year career in Baltimore, and was elected to the Hall of Fame in 2013.


3. B—Memorial Stadium.


4. B—Ted Marchibroda coached the Ravens for their first three seasons in Baltimore (after coaching the Baltimore Colts from 1975–79), going 16–31–1.


Pittsburgh Steelers


1. D—Lynn Swann had four catches for 161 yards, leading the Steelers to a 21–17 victory in Super Bowl X over the Dallas Cowboys.


2. A—Johnny “Blood” McNally was the first Steeler elected into the Pro Football Hall of Fame, in 1963.


3. False. The Steelers had a dozen coaches between their inception in 1933 and when Chuck Noll took over in 1969.


4. B—Steely McBeam.


Cleveland Browns


1. D—Bernie Kosar led the Browns to the playoffs in five-straight seasons, from 1985 to 1989. They would go 3–5 in those games.


2. False. Brian Sipe is the team’s all-time leader in passing yards, with 23,713. Kosar is third on that list, with 21,904.


3. C—David Mays, a practicing dentist, served as a backup to starter Brian Sipe.


4. B—Myles Garrett has 88.5 sacks through the 2023 NFL season. Second on the team’s all-time list is Bill Glass, who collected 77.5 sacks from 1962–1968.


Cincinnati Bengals


1. D—T. J. Houshmandzadeh had 112 receptions for 1,143 yards in 2007. As of 2023, only two other players have had at least 100 receptions in a season (Carl Pickens in 1996 and Ja’Marr Chase in 2023—both with 100).


2. D—Tim Krumrie suffered a leg injury in Super Bowl XXIII and had a rod implanted after the game to stabilize the injury.


3. False. Ken Anderson has 32,838 passing yards. Palmer is fourth, with 22,694.


4. C—Dan Ross, who also set a then-record 11 catches in the Super Bowl against the 49ers.


AFC SOUTH


Houston Texans


1. D—2002.


2. True.


3. A—Arian Foster, with 6,472 rushing yards. He also had four seasons of 1,000-plus rushing yards in Houston.


4. D—DeMeco Ryans, who would eventually return to Houston once his playing days were over to become the team’s head coach.


Tennessee Titans


1. B—Houston Oilers. After thirty-seven seasons in Houston—going back to the AFL—the franchise was moved to Tennessee. After two seasons as the “Tennessee Oilers,” they would rebrand themselves as the Titans.


2. D—Seattle Seahawks. The Titans swapped first-round picks with Seattle (17 for 14) to move up and get George.


3. C—Alcorn State.


4. D—Kevin Dyson. With six seconds left and the Titans on the Rams’ 10 yard line, Steve McNair hit a crossing Dyson for the catch. Just a few yards from glory, he reached the football in the hopes of breaking the end zone, but fell just a yard short, giving the Rams a 23–16 Super Bowl victory.


Indianapolis Colts


1. C—Frank Kush, who quit prior to the last game of the team’s first year in Indy.


2. C—150. Harrison averaged roughly nine catches a game over the course of the 2002 season.


3. D—Alan Ameche. In what was dubbed “The Greatest Game Ever Played,” Ameche scored to give the Colts a 23–17 win over the Giants at Yankee Stadium.


4. False. The 32-yarder was made by Jim O’Brien to help give the Colts their first Super Bowl victory.


Jacksonville Jaguars


1. False. The mascot for the Jaguars is Jaxson de Ville.


2. A—Fred Taylor had 11,271 rushing yards in his eleven seasons in Jacksonville, the most in franchise history.


3. C—Denver Broncos. Receiving a first-round bye, the 13–3 Broncos lost to the Jags in the divisional round, 30–27. Denver would go on to win Super Bowl XXXII the following season.


4. B and C—Both Tom Coughlin (1995–2002) and Jack Del- Rio (2003–11) collected 68 regular-season victories at the helm.


AFC WEST


Kansas City Chiefs


1. A—Tony Gonzalez had 916 career regular-season catches over his 12 seasons in Kansas City.


2. A—Dick Vermeil, who played quarterback for the school.


3. False. Tyreek Hill is fifth on the Chiefs’ all-time list, with 6,630 regular-season receiving yards. Travis Kelce leads the way with 11,328.


4. C—2. Both of them came during the 1993 postseason, as he led Kansas City to victories over the Steelers and Oilers.


Las Vegas Raiders


1. A—Derek Carr. With 35,222 yards over nine seasons, Carr is atop the list of great Raiders quarterbacks. Second on the list is Ken Stabler, who is 16,144 yards behind Carr (19,078).


2. A—Fred Biletnikoff.


3. B—Matt Millen, while walking off the field after losing to the Patriots in the divisional round, saw a man get into the face of teammate Howie Long. Not knowing who it was, he pulled the man away from Long and slugged him in the face. Little did Millen know, it was then-Patriots GM Patrick Sullivan.


4. C—Charles Woodson. The future Hall of Famer stripped Brady for the fumble that would have won the game for the Raiders … had it not been overturned as the result of the “tuck rule.”


Denver Broncos


1. A—Orange Crush. The combination of the orange jerseys and the popularity of the “Orange Crush” soft drink made for a natural nickname for the Denver defense. Sportswriter Woody Paige is credited with coming up with the moniker, which was give to a group that included the likes of Lyle Alzado and Randy Gradishar.


2. True: He finished with a regular-season mark of 110–73–1 as the head coach of the Broncos.


3. B—Von Miller has the team record for regular-season sacks, with 110.5.


4. C—Terrell Davis finished the 1998 season with 21 rushing touchdowns, which is still the fifth-highest total in NFL history.


Los Angeles Chargers


1. B—Sid Gillman, with 86 regular-season victories.


2. D—Lance Alworth was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1978.


3. False. He was played by Dan Jauregui, and nicknamed “Boltman.”


4. A—Antonio Gates finished his career with 955 regular-season catches, the most in franchise history.
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