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Introduction


To the Teacher


Kids with Special Needs provides a unique forum for demystifying a wide variety of childhood medical and developmental disabilities. Written to captivate an elementary-level audience, the books bring to life the challenges and triumphs experienced by children with common chronic conditions such as hearing loss, intellectual disability, physical differences, and speech difficulties. The topics are addressed frankly through a blend of fiction and fact.


This series is particularly important today as the number of children with special needs is on the rise. Over the last two decades, advances in pediatric medical techniques have allowed children who have chronic illnesses and disabilities to live longer, more functional lives. At the same time, IDEA, a federal law, guarantees their rights to equal educational opportunities. As a result, these children represent an increasingly visible part of North American population in all aspects of daily life. Students are exposed to peers with special needs in their classrooms, through extracurricular activities, and in the community. Often, young people have misperceptions and unanswered questions about a child’s disabilities—and more important, his or her abilities. Many times, there is no vehicle for talking about these complex issues in a comfortable manner.


This series will encourage further conversation about these issues. Most important, the series promotes a greater comfort for its readers as they live, play, and study side by side with these children who have medical and developmental differences—kids with special needs.


—Dr. Carolyn Bridgemohan
Boston Pediatric Hospital/Harvard Medical School
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Just as I walk past his seat on the bus, Nick Howard sticks out his foot. I trip and have to grab another seat to keep from falling down.


“Watch where you’re walking, Slow!” Nick Howard yells. I do not say anything and I do not look at him as I keep walking and sit down. That’s what Mom told me to do.


For as long as I can remember, Nick Howard has been my enemy. He calls me stupid, idiot, dummy, moron, and a lot of other things, but I’ve never heard him call me “Slow” before. Maybe all those words are true if you look at me a certain way—I know I think and learn more slowly than other kids—but they’re mean. I don’t know why he hates me. I’ve never done anything to him.


“Ignore him, Trinity,” Emma O’Connor says to me when I sit down. Emma is my friend. I sit with her every day on the bus and she is never mean to me.


“That’s what I was doing,” I say to Emma, and then, I can’t help but whisper, “But my name is NOT Slow!”


Emma giggles, which helps me feel better. I don’t want to think about Nick Howard anymore, so I tell her about the show I watched on TV last night. The show was about a family of bears living in the woods. Real bears, not cartoon ones.
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