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  Introduction


  Elite forces are the tip of Freedom’s spear. These small, special units are universally the first to engage, whether on reconnaissance missions into denied territory for larger conventional forces or in direct action, surgical operations, preemptive strikes, retaliatory action, and hostage rescues. They lead the way in today’s war on terrorism, the war on drugs, the war on transnational unrest, and in humanitarian operations as well as nation building. When large-scale warfare erupts, they offer theater commanders a wide variety of unique, unconventional options.


  Most such units are regionally oriented, acclimated to the culture and conversant in the languages of the areas where they operate. Since they deploy to those areas regularly, often for combined training exercises with indigenous forces, these elite units also serve as peacetime “global scouts,” and “diplomacy multipliers,” beacons of hope for the democratic aspirations of oppressed peoples all over the globe.


  Elite forces are truly “quiet professionals”: their actions speak louder than words. They are self-motivated, self-confidant, versatile, seasoned, mature individuals who rely on teamwork more than daring-do. Unfortunately, theirs is dangerous work. Since the 1980 attempt to rescue hostages from the U.S. embassy in Tehran, American special operations forces have suffered casualties in real-world operations at close to fifteen times the rate of U.S. conventional forces. By the very nature of the challenges that face special operations forces, training for these elite units has proven even more hazardous.


  Thus it’s with special pride that I join you in saluting the brave men who volunteer to serve in and support these magnificent units and who face such difficult challenges ahead.


  —Colonel John T. Carney, Jr., USAF–Ret.

  President, Special Operations Warrior Foundation
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  CHAPTER 1


  Overview of the Air Force


  The United States Air Force is one of several branches of the U.S. Military, and it is also the youngest. Working alongside the Navy, Marine Corps, Army, and U.S. Coast Guard, the Air Force protects and defends the United States and its interests via air and space. To do this, the Air Force is responsible for all military satellites and operates a variety of aircrafts to defend the country and its missions. (The Air Force is supplemented by two other components, as well: the Air Force Reserves and the Air National Guard.)


  HISTORY OF THE AIR FORCE


  The branch of the military that we know today as the Air Force was not always organized in this way. In fact, the Air Force was not its own branch until after the end of World War II, and from its birth, it has gone through a number of organizational changes to become what it is now.


  The Air Force first operated under the Army and became the Aeronautical Division of their signal corps in 1907. Although the Wright brothers had flown the first airplane just a few years before, this division, with the help of brave and innovative soldiers, made rapid progress. The Wright brothers made the delivery of their first airplane in 1909, and after experimenting with a number of aircrafts, the First Aero Squadron, an operational unit, was officially formed in December 1913.


  Nearly five years later, on July 18, 1914, the Army created the official Aviation section of the Signal Corps in hopes of expanding its flying capabilities. Just a few weeks later, though, the monumental landmark now known as World War I began in Europe. By the time the United States entered the war, Americans quickly realized that both their allies and enemies were far more advanced in terms of aircrafts and flight weapons. The United States tried to remain positive, but the rapidly advancing technology of Europe was simply too much for Americans to keep up with. President Wood-row Wilson knew that something had to be done.


  The President acted quickly and created the Army Air Service on May 24, 1918, and by November of the same year, the Service had grown to include over 19,000 officers and 178,000 enlisted men. Although the Air Service was not quite up to speed in terms of weapons or plane development, it did succeed in bringing many well-trained pilots to Europe, where they flew mostly French-built planes. They became well known as a part of the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF), and soon the United Kingdom created an independent air force, as well: the Royal Air Force, which became independent of the Royal Navy and British Army in April 1918.
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