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  FOREWORD

  Creativity, inspiration, and passion are attributes that are delightfully bestowed, or end up as a tragic curse to very few chosen individuals in life. They are often given down to our mortal souls and life spirit from the divine powers on high whether the bestowed likes it or not.

  Passions, such as in the pursuit of excellence in the art, science, and method of fly fishing and fly tying grip a chosen few into an obsession that finds no resolve. This passion possesses those few individuals into a steady, non-conformist pursuit that has no boundaries or finality. We find those gifted few totally immersed into the wonderful world of steelhead, trout, and salmon and forever striving to go to the next level, whether it is a new approach, tactic, theory, or in Greg Senyo’s case, a fanciful new fly pattern.

  The passion I refer to is a virtue that can be attributed to the author of this book. His creations are deceptively simple masterpieces that fuse tradition with progressive genius. He uses original and ingenious collection of materials that create an amazing effect on both angler and prey alike.

  In the end, the final creation brings on a euphoric glitter to the fly creator’s eye. It is an addiction which fuels and feeds a desire for a master creator’s constant need, driven by the pursuit of perfection, artistic excellence in design and function. This occurs before the fly leaves the vise and regardless of the ultimate outcome. Greg Senyo has been smitten with this never-ending passion—the ‘gift or curse’ of striving to ‘take it up a notch’ and never be satisfied with mediocrity. A new age of fusion fly design is alive and well in Greg Senyo’s book, and he welcomes you on his journey.

  The Great Lakes has an uncanny way of grabbing a hold of a young soul. As a young boy, I had the same epiphany along the thunderous power of Niagara Falls. Here the hydrological force of the entire Great Lakes passes through giant cascades where I would stare at the water falling in a mesmerizing trance. It was a magical place full of daredevil stories and European immigrants trying to forge a new life after a devastating world war. The fascination with fish and game was a constant draw to a young boy since there were no electronic play stations to keep one indoors. One’s whole youthful life revolved around being outside, fishing, hunting, mischievous explorations and sports. Greg Senyo had that epiphany along the banks of Elk Creek near Erie, Pennsylvania, the area today known as “Steelhead Alley.”

  I was drawn to the local fishing bait and tackle shop, where I would dust off old bins of archaic fly patterns like Mickey Finns and Gray Ghosts. Since nobody wanted them, and I was mesmerized with the new florescent hardware technology of spoons and down-river Dodgers divers, the shop owner would give them to me for free before they began to rust. My mother would buy me fabric from the yarn shops to make my egg patterns before the globe of material came out.

  Greg Senyo had a similar experience. He was so drawn to the art of fly fishing at an early age that he stole a box of flies from a tackle shop, only to be forced to give them back by his parents. Once he had his first job he got his fly tying kit. The passion was well on its way and the metamorphosis of the fly artisan was beginning to unfold.

  In 2001 when my book Steelhead Dreams came out, Greg asked me to come to Elk Creek to give a presentation on the theory, method, science, and madness of Great Lakes steelhead fly fishing. During this appearance, I saw the gleam in Greg’s eye. He sat by the fly-tying bench injecting power paint into fabric yarn to make magnificent micro egg patterns for use on the tiny steelhead streams and rivers along Lake Erie’s Steelhead Alley. The ever-challenging steelhead fishery forces you to take your fly-tying game up a notch on a consistent basis and on this basis, Senyo became a master.

  His fly-tying evolution came at a rapid pace. Wiggle Hex Nymphs with leatherbacks, wiggle stoneflies and baitfish streamers of every kind and nature soon began to spin off his vise.

  Soon, Greg began to develop fly patterns for the Orvis Company and he invented dozens and dozens of materials for Hareline Dubbin Inc., a company of five men whose materials can be found everywhere on earth today. Each year his probing intellect challenges his own designs and he is forever inventing new materials. A textile engineer could only take notes from his inquisitive mind.

  As an owner and seasonal guide for Steelhead Alley Outfitters, Greg’s passion for steelhead and salmon grew to fanatical proportions. This is when swinging flies on two-handed Spey rods and switch rods started a revolution in the Great Lakes fishery. Eggs and nymph patterns were being replaced by sophisticated intruders and articulated egg-sucking leech patterns. The flash was the passion as motion without movement continued another evolution. Inspired by the Skagit school of Ward French, McCune, and McDonald, Greg took the intruder concept to a new level.

  Looking for more clarity and simplicity in design, he took the Temple Dog concept pioneered by the UK and Nordic country Atlantic salmon fishermen and developed scanty predator concepts using synthetic jungle cocks and materials that resembled the natural purist world, yet incorporated the aspects of UV and polarization. It is here that simple concepts like UV Ice totally transform flies into fish-catching weapons.

  In this book, you will see Greg’s magic as he fuses together all these concepts as only a scientist or engineer could fully understand. Greg is the hard-working policeman who has adapted an amazing approach to presenting the fly for steelhead and salmon from the Great Lakes to any destination in the entire world where you may find such fish.

  I invite you to study the patterns that Mr. Senyo has brought to the fly-fishing world, fish them, and improvise on them using your own genius and Greg’s inspiration as a guide.

  —MATTHEW SUPINSKI

  MARCH 2015

  NEWAYGO, MICHIGAN
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  INTRODUCTION

  Like many fly tiers, I had an introduction to fly tying at a very young age, but not by choice. I’d ride my bicycle to both the local bait store and fly shop every week, honestly hoping they wouldn’t mind sharing a few flies from the bin. More or less, I was the nine-year-old kid looking for hand-me-downs and a free candy bar. At first they were good sports and more than happy to help me out with my weekly pillaging. But it didn’t take long for the both shops to figure out my routine. So after about a month I was confronted by a gentleman at the fly shop and asked if I had yet been to the bait shop earlier? Of course I lied through my teeth, not knowing they had already spoke on the phone that morning and laughed out a plan to set me straight. As I look back, this act of kindness would forever change who I was, and set in motion a path I have not strayed from to this very day.

  If you’re from the Erie, Pennsylvania area or frequent the steelhead fisheries there, you know the Fly Shop Gentleman. Clyde Murray stood on the porch smoking his cigarette. He knew I flat out lied to his face. Too young for the fight or flight reaction, I was expecting him to call my father. Clyde wasn’t a man of many words, but he was honest, he worked hard, and in his own right was one of the best tiers and anglers in the region. After a few minutes of pondering, he gave me an opportunity.

  Instead of labeling me the “bad kid,” he offered to teach me how to tie flies, and gave me the equipment I needed. I met Clyde once a week at Folly’s End Fly Shop, where we would tie a different fly for hours and stock up our boxes. The education I received over the next two years would prove to be priceless.

  By my early teens I was obsessed with tying. There was no such thing as one or two flies. It wasn’t long before I met another young angler and someone who would become a lifelong friend in Jason Gregory. Jason lived on the bluff overlooking the river. Every day after school and every weekend we would meet up and tie flies and fish for steelhead. Jason was the more experienced tier, and as the hours melted away our fly tying sessions became almost frightening for our parents. Together we quickly started adapting to all the new materials hitting the fly shop. It’s funny to think back and look at how mesmerized we were by the addition of color dyed rabbit fur and crystal flash.

  We were well-oiled machines by the time we graduated high school. Soon after, we were guiding clients, and came to know the other anglers in the fly fishing arena. We started a commercial fly tying business together and supplied the local shops with the latest steelhead flies. Over the next six years it was all about trial and error and finding a path that worked well for our clients and us. Eventually we created Steelhead Alley Outfitters, a full-time outfitter in the region that is still active and strong to this day.

  As fly tiers, are we really that different? Like many of you, I needed to put in many years at the vise learning and honing the techniques required to fill and complete a functional and effective fly box. There was no instant gratification, no social media, and only a basic understanding of the Internet. Perhaps like me, you wanted to learn how to tie flies because you were fascinated, entertained, and wanted to learn a skill set that allowed you to be creative without boundaries and skepticism.

  Thankfully I was lucky enough to have good mentors. I took fly-tying classes just like many of you have. I formed lasting friendships with others who shared the same passion, and openly listened to every word they had to say. We studied what each tier was doing and always kept an open mind to the possibilities and personal applications obtained from these collective contributions.

  Like everything else that’s good in life, the process was slow but rewarding. Staying active with my tying and following the perspectives and experiences from anglers tying for fresh- and salt water was extremely beneficial. The best advice I received was to become a sponge, and absorb any tip or trick any tier was willing to share. Because I was willing to go the extra mile and not the quick road, I realized that following step-by-steps and confining to rules was never going to work with my personality. As I became more proficient at tying, I always had the urge to replace or change some, if not all of the materials, and began experimenting with my own ideas and designs. The purpose of this was more or less to address my own personal needs and to make a fly pattern functional and applicable to my fishery.

  If you are a beginner that has been tying for a year or less, you should have the basic skills mastered. At this point you are probably tying a fair amount of flies. Like the majority of us, early on you struggle with certain techniques and avoid these tying conundrums like the plague. Still you are interested in tying new flies that revolve around your personality and your fisheries. At the same time you have a love affair with tradition and the roots of fly fishing’s humble beginnings. You strive to be innovative and put you own special touch on your favorite foundation flies like the Woolly Bugger, Gray Ghost, Zonker, and Muddler Minnow. Now you’re at the point whether you wonder if there is a better, more efficient, and easier way to tie these same flies.

  If you are an advanced tier, you have mastered and learned the latest and greatest tying techniques. You have gone straight rogue and your technique is no longer the issue holding you back. Now you have become bored with repetition and simplicity. The original patterns you learned have not lost their appeal to you, but they certainly have lost their luster. Your mind constantly drifts into the experimental abyss phase of tying. You have now become your worst critic, and overly examine every fly you tie with a strict and harsh set of guidelines.

  I hope with the descriptions above, I have hit on the mark what some of you are feeling and thinking about where you are in your fly tying. Please keep in mind that no matter your current skill level, or what you believe to be your achieved level, you still have room to learn. I’m constantly thinking about my tying, achieved function of the fly, and material properties that allow me to meet my expectation. I’m also willing to test them thoroughly and fail miserably. To be able to do this you must be willing to learn all tying techniques and respect the traditional base and innovative concepts that gave you the skill set to move beyond just tying a fly.

  I was no longer satisfied with simplistic or conformist methods of how we should dress a fly. The past decade has seen an astronomical amount of new, exciting, and functional tying materials and components. Social media has linked fly tiers together as a collective whole, allowing us to instantly share the latest tying techniques and material applications at warp speed. Educational content that used to take months to acquire, can now be viewed with a touch of a button. Now it is all too familiar that anyone with an opinion regardless of expertise can post a photo and feel the instant gratification and self-worth for tying a fly.

  The point of this book is to share a few ideas and applications you may not have seen before. To urge you to slow down, become a sponge, and take in as much information as possible. The focus is on tying flies for Steelhead, Migratory Brown Trout, and Salmon Flies. The techniques, fly patterns, and tying instructions were learned after a long road of trial and error. Hopefully you find the information valuable and applicable to the creation of your own patterns.

  There are many influential tiers in our industry today. Whenever possible, I make a point to give full credit to the individual that is believed to have created or was responsible for introducing me to a certain technique or pattern. I don’t claim to be the inventor of every fly pattern in this book. We each have our own very distinct styles and applications that have become our signatures and well known among our peers. At times the platform or the design of the fly may be similar, but the purpose and functionality of the fly are distinctly its owner’s. It is not uncommon for species-oriented tiers from across the continent to think of, or develop similar tying concepts and pattern ideas in the same time frame. In reality this is good communication and practice between good fishermen.

  My intent with Fusion Fly Tying is to encourage you to experiment, steer you toward adapting new materials, meld modern and traditional tying styles, and hopefully see new innovations develop from the jaws of your own vise. The goal is for you to be able to create practical, applicable, motivational, and functional flies. I sincerely want you to question the purpose of this tying. For some, you may see what I am doing as useless, or it may not fit your style or personality. It’s ok to feel that way, as this book really isn’t for everyone. One thing that is for certain, is that modern synthetic material, improved tying components, thought-out pattern functionality, and tier personality have created more influential flies over the past decade than ever before.

  Over the years I have become acquainted with many incredible and innovative fly tiers. At the same token, I have witnessed many tiers who didn’t take the time to test and think about the functionality of the fly they created or enhanced. This led to very cool and visually pleasing flies that were mediocre at best in function and purpose. With the internet, social media, and a hoard of ridiculous chat rooms and forums, we as tiers have become exposed to each other’s idiosyncrasies on a daily basis.

  Very little thought is taken in consideration of style, and most importantly, the intended function of a developed pattern. Fly enhancement and advancement have become replaced with straight duplication and biased opinions. You should only be critical of your own opinion and quickly be able to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of certain material applications, components, and how they can be utilized to your advantage and in your fishing applications. The only true way to do this is to investigate, experiment, and allow yourself to try something different. I can only offer my opinions and experiences, but I will support them and my tying with theory, reason, and most importantly time in the field. If nothing else I encourage you to tie them, fish them, and evaluate what works best for you.

  —Greg Senyo

  June 2015

  Holland, Ohio
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  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
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  I don’t know a fly angler today who doesn’t look forward to fishing their favorite fly. No matter where you are fishing, we all have that one ace-in-the hole pattern that provides complete confidence. This fly design holds a special place for you, and you alone. It is only fitting that this fly is the first through the sweet spot. During this process, for some mysterious reason you’re casting is accurate, your line mends with ease, your heart beats faster, and your attention is focused on what will happen next. Simply tying this fly on your line gives you confidence, creates excitement, and builds up an overwhelming sense of anticipation. The A.I. or Artificial Intelligence is my confidence fly.

  I needed a personal fly pattern that was completely adaptable to the harsh elements and unpredictable watersheds of the Great Lakes Region, as well as suited to the rivers of Alaska, the West Coast, and Canadian watersheds. Durability and availability were essential; today some of the finest feathers, furs, and components we use have become scarce, extremely expensive, nonexistent, or even illegal. Over the years I really began to explore and became obsessed about the creation of synthetic substitutes for my favorite natural materials. I wanted Temple dogs, Intruders, Scandinavian, and classic salmon flies. I needed them to be designed with materials I could readily find and be able to tie for my clients and friends without fear of losing every other fly to the river bottom, a boulder, or a tree branch. The A.I. was born out of this concept. Light weight and easy to cast, movement without motion, translucent, adaptable, and a confidence builder.

  Most tiers and anglers only look at the flies they create on the vise, streamside, or in a bin. I use a swim tank to quickly gauge colors, translucence, and movement. I also add different ingredients to change the water viscosity. Coffee and chocolate milk are two of my favorite liquids to add into the swim tank water. This changes the water clarity and imitates the different conditions I will encounter over the course of a season while on the river. I can add different amounts of food coloring to enhance the mix as well. I adjust the lighting to simulate direct sun light, overcast, dusk, and dawn photo periods. There is no better or easier way while at your vise to visually see the contrast of your fly against water clarity conditions other than this method. This has been a valuable tool in creating contrasting patterns that perform when I get them to the river, and gives me a box full of flies that I know fish should be able to detect in adverse water.

  On more than a few occasions several anglers have asked me why I use a set of four-bead chain eyes in a lot of my patterns. I first saw this concept tied by long time Michigan Guide, Kevin Feenstra. The obvious reasons are to add a little weight and balance to his flies. For the A.I., that is not the main reason. The main advantage for adding a set of four-bead chain eyes is the ability to change the A.I.’s action and movement in the river. By simply turning the fly over I can take my multi tool while on the river and cut off the eyes on one side or the other. Doing this totally changes the keel and swim angle and the A.I’s action become more erratic and unpredictable, just like that of a stunned or injured baitfish.

  This is also the technique I like to use as a trigger when fishing shale cuts, drop offs, and downed trees and timber that typically stack on both the outside and inside of some of the better runs. Sometimes only micro adjustments are needed, where adding more weight or using a heavier tip is not necessarily an option. Remember that bead chain comes in a variety of different sizes and a multitude of colors, so choosing the right size and color is based on the size of the river you are fishing, water speed or current, and the depth you are trying to target. All of this is important and your flies should incorporate these adjustments while tying.

  By using this technique with bead chain you are not stuck with a set of dumbbell eyes that cannot be manipulated or adjusted on the fly pattern. No extra weight wrapped in the underbody of the patterns is required, and you are not forced to add weight to the line that can affect fly movement and function. I prefer to have as little weight as possible on all my fly patterns, relying on my sink tips to get me where I need. But there are many times where you need just a bit more weight and this gives me that option ready to go before I even get to the river.

  The A.I. also helped curve some of the pattern problems we experienced during the winter months. I was tired of losing fishing time in late November and December during the most productive months to catch Great Lakes steelhead on a swung-fly presentation. Classic and customary patterns that use rabbit fur strips, fox furs, and marabou would freeze after a simple river walk to the next hole, or after a few casts in 20 degree air. The better option is to use Hedron’s Flashabou as the wing, and constructing the A.I. primarily out of synthetic materials like Polar Chenille, Aqua Veil, Predator wrap, and Iceabou. Synthetics have the ability to shed water instantly and keep from turning into an ice cube, and even if they do freeze on you, putting the fly back in the water where it belongs instantly solves your icing problem. The A.I. eventually became an all-season pattern and a staple in my box.

  FAVORITE COLOR COMBINATIONS

  Since we are constructing patterns primarily with synthetics, your choices of color combinations become almost endless. This is fantastic if you are the type of angler who likes to put his or her own spin on your favorite patterns. I have narrowed it down to about a dozen color combinations that have consistently enticed grabs over the years. During the early season or the beginning of each run, I tend to stick to baitfish color imitations that schooling steelhead and salmon have spent the summer chasing. Speckled Silver/Blue/Pearl, Speckled Gold/Green/Copper, and Speckled Silver/Rainbow/Pearl are all effective at imitating emerald shiners, shad, alewives, goby, minnows, and rainbow smolt.

  As the season progresses I tend to select more natural river or camouflaged colorations, such as Speckled Copper/Gold/Black, Kelly Green/Speckled Gold/Speckled Copper, and Bronze/Gun Metal/Black. These colors imitate the baitfish populations that live in the rivers and tributaries, such as darters, dace, chub, baby suckers, sculpin, goby, crayfish, and leeches.

  As winter approaches I like to switch to Speckled Copper/Orange/Pink, Speckled Gold/Blue/Purple, and Speckled Copper/Chartreuse/black . . . Fish are typically holding in the deeper sections of the river and not willing to go far without enticement. These color combos are all hot spotted and deliver a combination of food, fixed strike, and a visible trigger point.

  When it comes to high water, I simply amplify the fluorescent colors or multi-tone the dark colors to provide the best contrast possible. I’ve had success both ways usually after presenting both color spectrums through the run before moving on. I hear a lot of anglers talking about when it’s sunny you should fish bright flies, when it’s overcast you should fish dark flies, but rarely do I come across an entire river with conditions this easy. Most of the rivers I’ve fished have very high cliffs and a lot of forest blanketing the river. The conditions go from cloudy to sunny a dozen times. Always experiment and try multiple colors, as there is no harm in going against the grain.

  Clear water and big flashy flies are typically not spoken of in the same sentence. During low clear water periods I don’t like to give up fishing the patterns I enjoy, nor do I want to make them smaller. Instead, I go to combinations that use a lot of flashabou in UV Clear/Clear/Pearl in the design. This gives translucence and the illusion of sparseness without sacrificing size and movement. I couple this wing with all natural-barred feathers and neutral colors like gray, off-white, and tan. Stealth and presentation are really the important factor in these conditions. Typically you only get a couple of casts at fish before they are alerted to your presence.

  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE MATERIALS

  
    
      	Shank
      	
        5mm Blue Flymen Fishing Company Senyo Steelhead/Salmon Shank (25SA-23)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Thread
      	
        Purple UTC 70 or Veevus 8/0 (8V-298)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Eyes
      	
        Hareline Dubbin Inc. Small Rainbow Senyodelic Bead Chain (SBCM-306)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Wire
      	
        Hareline Dubbin Inc. Senyo Intruder Wire or Berkley Original Fused Fireline (THW-11)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Hot Spot
      	
        Hareline Dubbin Inc. Chartreuse Krystal Flash Chenille (KC-54)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Body
      	
        Hareline Dubbin Inc. UV Purple Polar Chenille or Senyo Aqua Veil Mixed Berries (SA4)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Under wing 1
      	
        Hareline Dubbin Inc. Baby Blue Lady Amherst Center Tail feather (LAC-6)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Under wing 2
      	
        Senyo’s UV Barred Predator Wrap (BPW2)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Over wing 1
      	
        Grape Flashabou (FLA-6919)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Over wing 2
      	
        Sea Foam Flashabou (FLA-6929)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Over Wing 3
      	
        Gun Metal Flashabou (FLA-6916)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Hackle
      	
        Hareline Dubbin Inc. Black Schlappen Feather (SCHL-11)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Collar
      	
        Hareline Dubbin Inc. Baby Blue Strung Guinea Fowl Feather (SGF-6)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Eyes
      	
        Jungle Cock or Hareline Dubbin Inc. Real Fake Jungle Cock (FJ-5)

      
    

  

  
    
      	Hook
      	
        Partridge, Daiichi, Owner, Gamakatsu size 2–4 Intruder Style (D2557)

      
    

  

  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TYING INSTRUCTIONS
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  Step 1 Place a 25mm Blue Senyo Steelhead Shank from Flymen Fishing Company in your vise. Attach your UTC 70 or Veevus 8/0 thread and evenly coat the entire shank and close both front and rear loops with a thin base of thread. Cut off a 4-inch piece of Senyo’s Intruder Wire or 30-pound Berkley Fireline and secure it to both sides of the shank with several thread wraps. Take the tag ends through the bottom of the front loop and fold over the top of the shank. Pull tight over the top of the shank and tie down securely with several even thread wraps. Adding glue for strength is optional. Cut off a section of four attached Senyodelic bead chain eyes and secure them with several figure eight wraps to the bottom of the shank where both wires form the front loop come together. Your wire loop length should not exceed 2 inches in total length.
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  Step 2 Wind your thread back to the rear of the shank and tie in a 1-inch piece of Hareline’s Chartreuse Krystal Flash Chenille. Using this chenille, make a couple tight wraps toward the front to form a small ball and secure with several more thread wraps. Make a point to use your free hand to stroke the materials toward the rear of the shank. This will help keep the chenille flowing toward the back and out of the way of your thread.
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  Step 3 Tie in a 3-inch piece of Senyo’s Mixed Berries Aqua Veil and palmer forward toward the rear of the bead chain and secure. An easy way to get this material to work and all the fibers flowing the same direction is to get them wet and pull back tight on the fibers while you are winding forward. This will allow you to wind the material along the shank without having to wrap over existing wraps, which will increase the amount of bulk on the fly. We do not want added bulk.
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  Step 4 Tie in roughly twelve to twenty strands of 2-inch long Baby Blue Lady Amherst Center Tail Feather. These feathers should be tied in centered directly over the top of the polar chenille and not off to the sides and bottom. If you are like me and are not likely going to count the fibers, it’s easy to remember that around ½ inch across the stem is about twenty strands.
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