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Praise For
Beware The Slow Leaks


“After working with Church leaders for over twenty years, I have observed that they have some of the most challenging jobs on the planet. Pastor King articulates slow leaks for which leaders must be attentive and must proactively address to survive and thrive in life and ministry. The ministry environment seems to demand more time, preparation and emotional investment in people, often leading to exhaustion and sometimes to cutting corners and failures. The Word of God provides guardrails to prevent this, but not in the specific context of a contemporary church leader. Pastor King has reflected upon his four decades of pastoral ministry leadership and provided an exegesis in eight practical, thoroughly researched, easily readable chapters. The Gospel-centered principles in Beware the Slow Leaks should be on every Christian minister’s essential reading list to finish well in the work God has laid out for us.”


—HOWIE LEVIN, executive director,
OneHeartDC


“Steve King is uniquely equipped to address the difficulties of ministry. He has served with distinction for over thirty-five years and is a role model for all the pastors in the Washington, D.C. area. He is loved by his congregation and respected by ministers from every Gospel-preaching denomination or ethnicity. I commend this book to all believers who are actively attempting to live out the Great Commission.”


—DALE SUTHERLAND, lead pastor,
McLean (Virginia) Bible Church


“Steve King doesn’t trade in easy answers. His struggles, disappointments, and self-deceptions are real—and personal. He doesn’t run from them (at least not for long) but chooses to let God teach him through them. What emerges are grounded biblical truths applied in the everyday of life and leadership. Steve has ‘practiced what he preaches,’ and I am challenged by the graciously delivered truths that he shares. There are no easy outs for those of us on the receiving end of these lessons either. Those are the heart deceits that lead to disaster, and Steve’s deep desire is to equip us to see through to the truth that can set us free.”


—DAVID ERICKSON, president/CEO, ECHO


“In Beware the Slow Leaks, Steve King offers urgent, timely, and inspiring biblical wisdom for Christian leaders who want to start strong, thrive fully, and finish well! It’s a vital read for today’s ministry leaders.”


—W. SCOTT BROWN, vice president
of Leadership Experiences and Resources,
Christian Leadership Alliance


“Steve King’s wisdom, wit and, refreshing transparency make Beware the Slow Leaks a necessary practical tool for leaders in any industry. The high-impact life of the leader creates a need for personal self-care, and the principles of this book give effective guidance. This book is a must for every leader who desires to stand the test of time!”


—DR. BOBBY MANNING, senior pastor,
First Baptist Church of District Heights (Maryland)


“Every pastor wakes up one day and wants to quit. Learning how to configure your life and ministry for the long run is key. Having personally been mentored by Steve, I can tell you that the concepts and wisdom in this book are indispensable for enduring in your call.”


—JASON CONNER, lead pastor,
Portico Church, Arlington, Virginia


“If I were asked for contemporary examples of finishing strong, Steve King is one of the first Christian leaders that would come to my mind. I will never forget him shocking our church by announcing during one of his own sermons that he had concluded we needed a new pastor—and that he believed God was calling him to become that new pastor. Twenty years later, I can testify that is exactly what God enabled Steve to do. When most leaders would have been coasting and leaking, he was humbling himself and growing. He has not only managed his own leaks but has played a significant role in helping me to manage mine.”


—DAVE LYONS,
international vice president,
The Navigators


“As I was reading this book, my mind flashed back to the late 1980s when I was an intern at Cherrydale Baptist Church and later, when my fiancée and I were going through premarital counseling with our pastor, Steve King. Several of the godly principles contained in this book we heard in counseling thirty years ago, and they have stayed with us and blessed us immeasurably throughout our marriage and ministries.


“This book is not about Steve King. It is about the God of grace and peace bringing Steve and Mae King through a multitude of trials, teaching them godly principles for growing healthy relationships, and sharing those principles with others.”


—JEFF SANDERS, executive director of Operations
for Ohio and Western Pennsylvania,
Marketplace Chaplains


“I met Steve at the 100 Cities Conference in Washington, D.C. in November 2018, and our hearts were instantly knit together. He writes in this book that ‘not seeking out authentic friendships is going against the way God designed you.’ I totally agree! In fact, not aligning with John 17 in every set of relationships, from family to friendships to the city Church and beyond, is at best failing to align with Jesus’s own heartbeat.


“Steve is both a practitioner and an excellent and creative writer. This will be another must-have for pastors and ministry leaders everywhere.”


—DAVE DRUM, founder,
J17 Ministries, Tucson, Arizona


“I wholeheartedly recommend Steve’s extraordinary book. It is full, from cover to cover, with godly wisdom and counsel for all who want to walk a Gospel-centered and grace-filled life. He helps us all understand what it means to walk through every day with Jesus Christ.”


—BRIAN WEBSTER, senior pastor,
Christ Church of Arlington (Virginia)


“I have known Pastor King for twenty years, and during that time, it has been my privilege to be a part of his ‘band of brothers’ that he writes about in Chapter Seven. This has allowed me a front-row seat to watch him apply these eight principles to his life and put a plug in the slow leaks. This book is filled with valuable wisdom that will help you finish strong.”


—JOHN SLYE, senior pastor,
Grace Community Church,
Arlington, Virginia


“Bottom line: It is awesome. Lifted my head above the clouds, lifted my perspective, and left me walking away optimistic and rejuvenated, knowing the Lord lives, is good, and good to me. Timeless and phenomenal analogies provide the reader with powerful tools to live a godly life.”


—FIRST LIEUTENANT RANDOLPH CAREY,
Officer In Charge, Analysis,
Correlation and Fusion Cell,
613th Air Operations Center,
Pacific Air Force


“Not a month goes by I don’t hear a story of pastoral burnout, ministry failure, or moral compromise. Sadly, it’s far more common to hear of a pastor who quits, fails, or falls than it is to hear of a pastor finishing a long and fruitful ministry with dignity. Steve King is one such man. For decades, he has given himself to his sheep and also to other shepherds. Pastors all over the District of Columbia have stories of a time when Steve helped them out of a slump or encouraged them through a particularly brutal season of ministry. The insights of this book are a powerful and preventive message for every pastor who desires to hear ‘well done’ at the finish line.”


—CLINT CLIFTON, author of Church Planting
Thresholds: A Gospel-Centered Guide,
North American Mission Board,
director of Send DC


“Too often technique and numeric growth are on the minds of young pastors. Learn from a veteran and seek faithfulness!”


—MATT SCHMUCKER, co-founder, 9Marks
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I often say, “I have Jesus and Mae Belle. I am a blessed man.”


This book is dedicated to Jesus Christ, Who authored and is
perfecting my faith, and Mae Belle, my sweetheart who has
faithfully walked beside me as the truths of this book were
deposited into our lives.





Introduction


No one suddenly experiences a moral blowout. The demise of our decency is always preceded by unwise decisions that function like slow leaks.


Yet there is hope. Jesus Christ longs to instill grace-sourced essentials in our lives—essentials that will plug our punctures and enable us to flourish and finish well.


Many years ago, when I was starting out in ministry, I deeply admired the senior pastor of a nearby church. I was not the only one who was captured by his love for people, courageous leadership, authenticity, compelling sermons, vibrant marriage, and hard-earned wisdom. His growing congregation loved him because he passionately loved them. He earned their trust by humbly and faithfully leading them from a place of debt, decline, and division to financial stability, growth, and unity in Christ. He taught them how to be authentic by sharing openly about his battle with depression. When their worship pastor was found to be sexually involved with women in the congregation, he taught his confused flock how to exercise restorative church discipline. He fed them from God’s Word, confronted sin at its roots, labored with faithful teams, and led the way toward restoration. Over a period of several years, deep repentance and healing spread through the church family. An amazing story unfolded that resulted in many healed marriages and the fallen worship pastor’s eventual restoration.


This faithful shepherd taught and modeled how to share the Gospel winsomely—every year, more than a hundred new converts were baptized and joined the growing church family. His influence on aspiring leaders grew as he trained a steady stream of interns. He became my mentor during my first two years as a pastor, and I was delighted when he agreed to deliver the keynote address at my ordination service. His charge to me still replays in my mind: “Steve, love, lead, and feed. Consistently love people, lead them to Christ, and faithfully feed them God’s Word.”


Ten years later, I was pastoring my second church on the other side of the country from my mentor. I longed for my new church family to experience the man who had so positively marked my life. I was delighted when he agreed to deliver the keynote address at our churchwide retreat.


As our team prayed and prepared for it, the first signs of a possible “slow leak” in my hero’s walk with God began to emerge. The young woman in our congregation who arranged his travel plans told me he was extremely demanding and off-putting. I wrote it off as a misunderstanding because she was a relatively new believer and I had never heard anyone speak about him that way.


His messages at the retreat impacted me and our church family the way I hoped they would. However, over the weekend, my mentor was strangely distant and always found an excuse to scurry away and not engage me and others. I was hurt and confused. Several weeks later, I discovered he was engaged in an affair. He divorced his wife and left the ministry.


That devastating disappointment put the fear of God in me: “Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Yet, as I was later to learn, my mentor did not abruptly experience a “blowout.” His failure was preceded by dozens of unattended “slow leaks” in his walk with God.


No one suddenly has a moral blowout. The demise of our decency is always preceded by unwise decisions that function like slow leaks. God wants us to beware the slow leaks, and He has provided all we need to make this possible. Yet even what appears to be a catastrophic blowout need not be permanent! The other side of the coin of “beware the slow leaks” is to “behold the Ultimate Leak-Minder,” even after a major blowout. God’s grace-sourced essentials can restore the fallen so they can indeed flourish and finish well. Keep reading: My mentor was restored, and so was his marriage!


THE AIM OF THIS BOOK


I don’t just want to finish strong in my life and ministry; I want to thrive along the way! The two cannot be separated any more than we can separate loving God from loving people. The fact that you are reading this book may indicate you have the same hopes. How can we both flourish and finish well?


I have discovered eight grace-sourced essentials, gleaned from over forty years of in-the-trenches pastoral ministry. These essentials have prevented me from losing heart thousands of times! They have taught me how to cooperate with Jesus Christ in spotting and plugging the slow leaks in my character. My ultimate hope is not in the insights I have gained or the essentials I am pursuing but in the grace of God that flows from the author and perfecter of our faith, Jesus Christ (Hebrews 12:2). Therefore, I am inviting you on a journey to evaluate and revitalize your reliance on God’s grace as you read this book.


Each chapter explores tried and tested essentials for Christian leaders to thrive and finish strong. These essential ways of the Lord have been available to generations of God’s people. Trace the phrase “the way” through the Bible, and you will discover the following:




	God chose Abraham to keep the way of the Lord (Genesis 18:19).


	Moses and David pleaded, “Let me know your ways, O Lord.” (Exodus 33:13; Psalm 25:4).


	Moses repeatedly exhorted Israel to walk in God’s ways by fearing Him, loving Him, clinging to His commands, and singing of his ways. He tells them God’s ways are pleasant, good, righteous and everlasting (Deuteronomy 8–10; 26–28).


	John the Baptist came to prepare the way of the Lord (Matthew 3:3).


	Jesus took all the threads of God’s ways, pulled them into Himself, and said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).





No wonder early Christians were called followers of the way (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:22). Jesus Christ is on duty 24/7, 365 to complete the good work He began in us and to bring us home intact (Philippians 1:6; Romans 8:28–29). Yet His essential ways are not for passive bystanders; instead, they are for those who are alert to His grace-call.



OVERVIEW OF OUR JOURNEY



We will begin our journey by facing reality: There are only two ways to live. These alternatives were permanently imprinted on my psyche in a shocking way, and I am eager to pass it along to you. You will learn why checking your filter is the first essential to flourishing and finishing well.


In Chapter Two, we’ll learn to be shaped by the Gospel. This is core to flourishing and finishing well, as well as an essential discipline for all spiritual leaders. We will discover why the Gospel must be central, and I’ll equip you with two tools that will help you and those you lead to move from “living on the surface” to experiencing change from the heart. Do you find yourself swinging like a pendulum between pride over your progress to despair over your failures? Do you often feel superior or inferior to others? We will discover how to escape that ugly cycle and replace it with lasting change from a heart-Gospel interchange.


In Chapter Three, we’ll discuss how Jesus Christ is fulfilling His redemptive and restorative purposes through people, and His sovereign rule means that He accomplishes His purposes through both those who belong to Him and those who do not (John 19:11; Acts 2:23; Luke 19:10; Matthew 28:18–20). However, Jesus is directly working through His people as they fulfill their unique callings (Ephesians 2:10; Colossians 3:23; 1 Corinthians 10:31). As all believers are part of the body of Christ, we will focus specifically on Jesus’s promise that He would build His church (1 Corinthians 12:13; Matthew 16:18). We will discover the core essentials of what a healthy church is and align our lives with what Jesus is building. The church is His major leak-mending tool in our lives!


The fourth chapter is designed to help you come to terms with an often-overlooked truth: God is extravagant in His grace and extensive in His discipline. We will explore what it means to let the grace of God instruct us, and we’ll uncover compelling motivations tucked away in the five warning passages of the New Testament book of Hebrews.


Chapter Five connects thriving in leadership with a healthy marital relationship. The principle of constantly rekindling the marriage flame is rooted in convictions built around God’s definition of marriage and wise choices empowered by the Holy Spirit.


Chapter Six will help you determine your leadership path. Are you a leader people want to follow? Are you multiplying leaders? We will look at leadership by contrasting the selfish leadership of King Herod and the servant leadership of Jesus Christ. Heeding Jesus’s grace-call to lead us as we lead others will radically alter the way we handle criticism, cast vision, stay motivated, and empower others.


Chapter Seven explores the value of a band of brothers who can help you learn the wisdom of teamwork, the value of a high-trust culture, and the power of a Kingdom mindset. So many leaders are lonely and long for a band of brothers This chapter will show you how to find your band.


In Chapter Eight, we’ll discover how Jesus restored two men whose names are associated with doubt and denial. Our discovery will show us how to incorporate grace-sourced habits into our lives that will prevent us from losing heart. This essential will empower you to crash through your quitting points.


Let’s begin the journey!





CHAPTER 1


Check Your Filter


“There is no such thing as not worshiping. Everybody worships.”


—David Foster Wallace


There once was a man in my life that I have always thought of as a “branding iron” because, in one short exposure, he permanently marked me. That’s leadership! His tattoo on my psyche came unexpectedly in the form of a question. He simply asked, “Isn’t God good?”


The circumstances surrounding his question and the tone in which he delivered it pried open a place deep inside me and rubbed the raw edge of my faith. Little did I know he was about to implant in me the most constructive insight about what it means to truly trust God. His example would deposit truth in me which has become a treasure chest I have drawn from for over forty years. I have passed its riches on to countless others and seen it fortify their faith as well. It is the first essential to flourishing and finishing well, especially for leaders.


I met the man, heard his story, and was asked his probing question when Mae Belle and I arrived on the West Coast as newlyweds. Our honeymoon consisted of driving across the nation from our hometown of Atlanta, Georgia, to Western Seminary in Portland, Oregon. A “big brother” upperclassman named Tom Heflin had been assigned to me as a mentor and to help me adjust to seminary life. Mae and I settled into our new apartment, and I gave Tom a call. He immediately made me feel welcome. We exchanged enough information to get acquainted and made plans to get together a few days later.


Just as we were about to hang up, he said, “Steve, did you hear what happened to me this weekend?” I said, “No, I just arrived in town and have not spoken to anyone else.” He then told me his shocking story.


He said, “I work in a warehouse with several other seminary students. We were shutting down the plant for the weekend, and I was in the back of the facility cleaning a machine. My right arm was fully extended into the device I was cleaning. The other men were in the front of the plant and did not know I was in the back. One of them flipped a switch, which activated the machine I was refurbishing; my right arm was immediately cut off just below the shoulder. I arrived home from the hospital today.” He then paused and said, “Isn’t God good?”


His tone was not cynical or flippant but reverent and trusting. I was stunned. “What did you say?” I asked. “Tell me again what you said happened to you.” He patiently relayed the story, adding a few more details, and then ended with the same question, “Isn’t God good?” He did not pose it as a question he wanted me to answer but as a core creedal conviction he was inviting me to embrace with him.


His question uncovered my skepticism. I wondered, Is he in shock? Is he mouthing spiritual platitudes to impress me as his “little brother” in the seminary? Then I thought, Maybe he knows God in a way I do not know Him. Perhaps he has learned something about trusting God in the face of devastating loss that I have never tasted. At that moment, I determined to closely examine this man’s life. If his faith was real, I wanted what he had. I expressed my concern for him, prayed for him, and hung up the phone.


Over the next several years, I watched him walk with God in all sorts of settings. Tom declared openly his compassion and forgiveness to the co-worker who had flipped the switch and ripped off his arm. He constantly reassured that brother, declaring “God is good and can be trusted in spite of our circumstances.” His leadership taught me how trusting God spills over to how we treat people.


He worked his way through rehab and all the hard adjustments of learning to live with a prosthetic arm. I can still picture him maneuvering his “prosthetic partner” as he spoke in preaching class, worked in a study group with other students, shuffled papers as he prepared to teach, or helped his wife clean up after hosting people in their home. He forged his fake arm into a platform to share, in a winsome way, the authentic goodness of God, fully revealed in Jesus Christ. His leadership taught me to connect trusting God with selflessly serving others.


Tom’s favorite subject was Jesus. During seminary, he mastered the four gospels and constantly saturated himself with truths about the Savior. He put together a course on the life of Christ and labored over its content. He was captured by Jesus’s love for him. I remember him saying with deep passion on countless occasions, “The life of Christ!” Tom was not talking about theological information regarding a religious figure but about the living and loving Savior Who daily shaped his life.


Tom was truly a “big brother” to me during those early years of seminary. He taught me by his example the first essential to flourishing and finishing well as a leader: Check your filter. There are only two available.


To help you never forget the lesson he burned into my psyche, please carefully read and follow these instructions:


Fully extend your left arm and lift your hand so you can see all five of your fingers fully extended. Your extended left hand represents your life circumstances, good and bad. Now take your right hand and slightly spread your fingers as if they were a “filter” you could look through. Place your right hand over your eyes, so you can look through the gaps between your fingers. The “filter” formed by the parted fingers of your right hand represents the character and promises of God.


This is the first filter God longs for us to keep in place. Filter your life through the character and promises of God!


I realized that when Tom asked me, “Isn’t God good?” after having his arm severed, he was looking through his faith filter. He had been in the habit of constantly feeding his faith through heart-driven study of the life of Christ. As a result, he perceived the tragic loss through the grid of the goodness and trustworthiness of God, fully revealed in Jesus Christ. He learned to measure God’s goodness by the cross, not his circumstances! He learned to measure God’s power by Jesus’s resurrection from the dead, not his own life condition!1


There is another filter available to us. It is our only other option, and it reverses the order of the first. To help you remember the second filter, please heed the following instructions:


Fully extend your right hand, which represents the character and promises of God, and bring your left hand, which represents your life circumstances, before your eyes, using your fingers as a filter.


This second option is too often the way we live: We filter God through the circumstances of life and, as a result, believe lies about His holy character. We lose heart, and our hearts are hardened.


These two filters on life (let’s call them Filter One and Filter Two) profoundly shape every aspect of our lives. Followers of Christ are called to be “Filter One leaders.” Abandon or neglect this call, and you will neither flourish nor finish well. You can take Jesus’s word for it (Matthew 7:21–27).


Tom had a profound impact on me and others because he was a Filter One leader. Filter Two leaders have influence, but it is not in the same league as Filter One leaders. Filter One leaders are salt and light while Filter Two leaders are just influencers—and often their “slow leaks” damage their positive influence. Face it: We need to check our filter as leaders and come to terms with reality. There are only two options available to us.


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FILTERS


Filter One leaders: Filter life through the character and promise of God.


Filter Two leaders: Filter God through the circumstances of life.


The Bible calls the first approach the way of wisdom and worship and the second the way of a fool and idolatry (Proverbs 1:7; 3:5–6; Psalms 14:1; Matthew 22:37–38; 1 Thessalonians 1:9).


Filter One leaders are humble before God and people. They are daily learning to filter life through the character and promises of God. The result is confidence, inner peace, and discernment. The power of God strengthens them, and they are keenly aware of the dangers of Filter Two leadership. “Beware the slow leaks” is their motto!


Filter Two leaders are arrogant before God and people. They daily feed their unbelief by filtering God through the circumstances of life. Therefore, they carry the extra weight that always comes with unbelief: stress, worry, anxiety, and frustration. They may appear to flourish in the short-term, but the slow leaks of unbelief eventually erode their character so they neither flourish nor finish well.


Are you a Filter One or Filter Two leader? Those are your only two options. We are always moving in the direction of one or the other. The issue is not perfection on our part; instead, we look for progression in daily cooperating with Him in looking at life through the lens of His character and promises. Chances are that you long to be a Filter One leader because you are reading this book.


Once you are aware of these two ways of viewing life, you will read the Bible with a new awareness. From beginning to end, the Bible contrasts Filter One and Filter Two leaders: Cain and Abel, Abraham and Lot, Joseph and his brothers, Moses and Pharaoh, Joshua and the leaders of Jericho, Saul and David—and the contrast continues right to the end, with judgment on those who refuse to believe and eternal life for those who hope in God. The redeemed will spend eternity praising God as they forever view their lives through His character and promises.


In addition, observant people down through the ages have awakened to “the only two options” they have: worship or idolatry, Filter One or Filter Two. God never leaves himself without a witness.


For example, David Foster Wallace was considered by many to be one of the most brilliant American writers of his generation. He was a novelist, essayist, and professor of literature at Pomona College in Claremont, California. He is most famous for a commencement speech he gave to graduating students at Ohio’s Kenyon College. In it, he describes the reality of idolatry in all our lives and its devastating impact.


This, I submit, is the freedom of a real education, of learning how to be well-adjusted. You get to consciously decide what has meaning and what doesn’t. You get to decide what to worship. Because here’s something else that’s weird but true: in the day-to-day trenches of adult life, there is no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not worshiping. Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship.


… If you worship money and things, if they are where you tap real meaning in life, then you will never have enough, never feel you have enough. Worship your body and beauty and sexual allure, and you will always feel ugly. Worship power, you will end up feeling weak and afraid, and you will need ever more power over others to numb you to your own fear. Worship your intellect, being smart, you will end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out. But the insidious thing about these forms of worship is not that they’re evil or sinful, it’s that they’re unconscious. They are default settings. They’re the kind of worship you just gradually slip into, day after day, getting more and more selective about what you see and how you measure value without ever being fully aware that that’s what you’re doing.2


Wallace was seeking to wake these graduates up to the “only two options”: God or idolatry. Perhaps his commencement speech is considered one of the best of all time because “the only two options” resonates with what our consciences tell us is true.


Others before Wallace saw the dangers of idolatry, which is at the heart of Filter Two leadership. The French philosopher Simone Weil (1909–1943), who was a mystic, a political activist, and a follower of Jesus Christ, said, “One has only the choice between God and idolatry. There is no other possibility. For the faculty of worship is in us, and it is either directed somewhere into this world, or into another.”


Have you ever connected the worship of God or idolatry to leadership? This again is another way of referring to the call to check our filter!


Blaise Pascal (1623–1662), who was a mathematician, physicist, inventor, and theologian, saw the only two options clearly as revealed in his famous statement: “There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of each man which cannot be satisfied by any created thing but only by God the Creator, made known through Jesus Christ.” Filter One leaders possess an internal satisfaction because they trust God while Filter Two leaders live with the God-shaped vacuum.


Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (354–430 AD), clearly understood we only have two options and declared in his Confessions: “Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in thee.” Filter One leaders find their rest in God, and Filter Two leaders remain restless.


Have you seriously heeded the reality of the “only two options”? Are you on the path of Filter One leadership?3 When I pondered those two questions, it led me to face two more even more important ones:


WHY AND HOW?


There are two very important questions we must answer if we want to be progressively marked as Filter One leaders.


Why should we filter life through the character and promises of God? Why should we consider this the only wise way to live? Why do we need to put God in the center of our thinking?


How do we filter life through the character and promises of God? What does it look like in everyday life?


Jesus Christ is the answer to both the why and the how questions. That is good news because the motivation we need to keep trusting God is not found in a philosophy we must master, a set of precepts we must inculcate, or a bunch of practices we must follow but in a Person Who adores us—Jesus Christ.


Let’s walk through some essential truths Filter One leaders must embrace. The more I ponder these truths and let their implications sink in, the more motivated I am to trust God fully. And I believe the same can happen to you.


Let’s begin by looking at the only person who can equip us to become Filter One leaders. In Jesus Christ, we have the only Person Who perfectly filtered all of life through the character and promises of God (Matthew 26:39; Luke 22:42; John 5:17–30). He alone can show us the why and the how of it and provide the ongoing motivation we need! He is the author and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). All the promises of God are yes in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20). He is the final and complete revelation of God to man (Hebrews 1:1–3). In Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:1–3). He is the theme of the Scriptures; every story whispers His name (John 5:39; Luke 24:44)!4


JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE WHY


Jesus is the answer to the ultimate why behind everything. Many of us know the answer to the question in the Westminster shorter catechism regarding man’s chief end: It is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever (1 Corinthians 10:31; Romans 11:36; Psalm 73:24–26; John 17:22, 24). Yet how many of us have seriously pondered the unstated assumption behind man’s chief end? What is the chief end of God? Read the next sentence twice and let it sink in!


Only if we know God’s chief end can we understand why
our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.


The Bible’s answer to God’s chief end may surprise and disturb you. However, if you embrace this truth, you will have tapped into the motivation to filter all of life through the character and promises of God. It is the rock-solid foundation that a Filter One leader stands upon.


What is number one on God’s priority list? What is number two, three, nine, and on till ten thousand? It is always the same answer: God’s glory (Isaiah 48:9–11).5


Why does the Bible command us to recognize, honor, declare, praise, reflect, and live for God’s glory? Because God’s passion is to be glorified (Matthew 5:16; 1 Corinthians 10:31).


What is God’s motivation behind creation, judgment, answered prayers, healing, sending His Son, sending the Holy Spirit, inspiring the Scriptures, and saving us? It is to glorify Himself (Isaiah 43:6–7; Jeremiah 13:11; John 17:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:9–10).


Are you getting uncomfortable? You may reason this way: For us to constantly seek our own glory is the essence of evil and therefore self-destructive (Jeremiah 2:12–13; Romans 1:18–32)! So why is it wrong for us to seek our own glory and right for God to seek His own glory?


One of the most clarifying answers to that probing question comes from the pen of J. I. Packer in The Plan of God (Evangelical Press, 1965):


The reason why it cannot be right for man to live for himself, as if he were God, is simply the fact that he is not God; and the reason why it cannot be wrong for God to seek His own glory is simply the fact that He is God. Those who would not have God seek His glory in all things are really asking that He should cease to be God. And there is no greater blasphemy than to will God out of existence.6


Make the connection between God’s passion to glorify
Himself and the reason Jesus came.


Why did Jesus come? He came to glorify the Father (John 17:1), and His passion to glorify the Father is inseparable from His love for us (John 17:23)!


The maximum expression of God’s glory is the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf (2 Corinthians 3:18–4:6; Philippians 2:10–11; Revelation 5:1–14).


Think about it. God’s passion for His glory and His commitment to us in Christ are inseparable.


What was the joy set before Jesus that propelled Him to go to the cross (Hebrews 12:2)? It was the joy of bringing glory to the Father by purchasing us with His own blood (1 Peter 1:18–19).


What is the one thing Jesus did not have in Heaven? He did not have us! If He did not become a man, live a righteous life, suffer at the hands of sinners, go to the cross to bear our sins, and rise from the dead, He would not have us. Only His death in our place made it possible for Him to have us (1 Peter 3:18).


The fact that God’s primary purpose is to glorify himself is exhilarating news because:




	
God’s passion for His glory guarantees His unwavering commitment to us (Philippians 2:1–11).


	
God’s passion for His glory always enhances our value and never diminishes it (Genesis 1:26–28).


	
God’s passion for His glory drove Him to remove every barrier preventing us from delighting in Him (John 3:16–18).


	
God’s passion for His glory proves his love for us (Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:10).





In Jesus Christ alone we see the unbreakable link between God’s passion for His own glory and God’s passionate love for us. Making this connection is the first essential to becoming a Filter One leader. Jesus lays the foundation for this truth by making us aware of a reality we often ignore …


Our heart always has a treasure, and we are always
mastered by the treasure of our heart.


We are willing to lose almost anything to gain what we consider to be our true treasure. The treasures of our heart drive us. If our heart treasures are threatened, we panic, we get anxious, and we go into defense mode to protect our valuables. That is why we find it easy to sacrifice our time, resources, and energy on the most valuable treasures of our heart. Show me how you expend your time, money, and resources, and I will show you the dominant treasures of your heart and the masters you serve.


Therefore, we are all worshipers, and we always will be. Worship comes from the words worth and ship. It means to ascribe worth, value, and honor to something. We worship the treasures of our heart and bow to these masters. Where do you draw your significance, security, and hope? What is it that makes life worth living for you? What would cause you to say, “If I lose that, life is not worth living?” Your answer reveals your heart treasure and master. These are your functional saviors and lords.
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