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        ‘Remember, Ginger Rogers did everything Fred Astaire did, but backwards and in high heels.’

        Faith Whittlesey

      

    

    Dear Reader

  

  If you’ve picked this book up and are wondering whether or not it’s for you, let us help. Our proposal is simple. We want this book to be the bible for anyone who
  wants to start a business from their kitchen table. Perhaps you’re a high-flying corporate exec who wants to escape the rat race, or a parent who wants more time at home with the children but
  still needs to bring in (at least) half the household income. You might be happy to sweat your 9–5 for a few more years but want to keep the creative spark in you burning bright, and plan for
  when you’re ready to quit your regular salary. Or you might have big ambitions, right now, to start a business that’s going to make you rich and famous. There may be two of you, looking
  forward to working together, or you could be planning on going it alone. At the very least, you’ve had a fantastic idea and need to know how to get started. If you’re any of these
  people – this book is for you.

  We know, because we did it ourselves – mistakes and all – and this is the book we wish we’d had when we started. Now we run a multimillion-pound company, have won numerous
  awards and have an actual boardroom of our own. But we started at the kitchen table only a few years ago.

  Our business, notonthehighstreet.com, provides a website that is a single marketplace for thousands of independent sellers, most of whom are designer-makers, some are manufacturers and some are
  retailers. They create and sell their own collections of products, and fulfil all the orders they receive themselves. What we do is provide the technology, the business advice and the marketing for
  them to grow. Most work from home, some from a shed in the garden and some from studios or offices. Some enjoy being small and independent, others have built substantial businesses with several
  employees.
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the founders of i t.com tell
their story of how to create a successful business






