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  Barns on local family farms are an iconic feature of the Indiana landscape.
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  Maple trees and split-rail fencing add beauty to Indiana’s fall foliage.




  
Introduction





  What is the song of Indiana? Perhaps it’s a Cole Porter or Hoagy Carmichael tune, a song by John Mellencamp, or “Moonlight on the Wabash.” Maybe it’s a Gregorian chant from the St. Meinrad monks or a Tibetan chant from Bloomington or a Beanblossom bluegrass lament or a Shipshewana Amish hymn. Or maybe it’s the jingle of the reins as the draft horses pull through the fields or the murmur of a brook or the shush of Lake Michigan waves, the pushy cry of a red-winged blackbird, the heart-rend of a whippoorwill, or the chuff of a train, the silence of a Quaker service or the scream of an Indy racer. Or maybe it’s all these things.




  I’ve driven from one end of this great state to the other, zigzagging across the dimples and folds and flatlands of Indiana, winding down countless country lanes. And I can testify there is a lot of Indiana to experience. The glint of the dawn on the Ohio River, the sugar-powder hills of the dunes, canal boats, vintage cars and old-time trains, fireflies dotting a summer field into a pointillist canvas, forests ablaze with autumn color stretching to the horizon. The smell of new hay, old wine, and campfires flickering on a cool evening.




  Ah, Indiana. Here’s to your rivers and roads and endless prairies. To your expansive forests and deep lakes. To your layers of history and the energy of your many cultures. And especially to your people, who twang out their greetings and take the time to tell you how to get there.




  The Landscape




  




  Indiana is a long state, stretching from the pine forest lands near Lake Michigan down to the cypress bogs of the Wabash and the lower Ohio River. Across its 36,420 square miles, an almost unimaginable diversity thrives: hardwood forests and fertile wetlands, glades, barrens, savannas, and prairies.




  There are several distinct natural regions in the state. The southern hill country is a rumpled swath of limestone hills and ravined forest. Caves, rushing streams, and dense forests are part of the ecology and culture of the region. With sprawling floodplains and unique aquatic life, the watersheds of the major southern Indiana rivers—the lower Ohio, the Wabash, and the White—are themselves a distinct natural region. The southern lowlands in the southwestern section of the state are bottomlands where rich agricultural land coexists with teeming wetlands and the state’s best oil and coal deposits. It is the hottest part of the state, and the one closest to America’s Deep South in both climate and culture.




  The central flatlands display quite graphically the impact of glaciation, in some places lying flat as a poker table on the landscape, in others, rolling in swells and swales like a kindly sea. The Grand Kankakee Marsh, which stretched for 5,300 square miles across northwestern Indiana, is mostly a memory, but a collection of state wildlife areas along the Kankakee River give a hint as to the wonder of the wetlands once described as the Everglades of the North.




  The lakes region in northeast Indiana is pocked with hundreds of kettle lakes, liquid memories of the ice blocks left by the retreating glaciers. The Calumet Region’s dunes at the Lake Michigan lakeshore are among the most diverse environments in the world, where the tenets of ecology were parsed out by pioneering biologists in the early 1900s.




  Diversity—there’s diversity here in Indiana.




  Indigenous people found Indiana a nice place to make a home. The state is blanketed with evidence of their exuberant lives—mounds and mussel banks, millions of potsherds, arrowheads for thousands of hunters. Their descendants roamed the state from one end to the other—the Miami, Delaware, Potawatomi, and Iroquois tribes, to name a few. When the Europeans found the land, they came in droves. First the French hunters and trappers, then the British “long knife hunters,” followed by the settlers of northern Europe, and then the great waves from eastern and southern Europe that populated the burgeoning industrial cities. In one way or another, they’re all still here, and they make Indiana what it is.




  The first European settlements were along rivers—Vincennes on the Wabash River, Clarksville on the Ohio, and Fort Wayne at the convergence of the St. Marys, St. Joseph, and Maumee Rivers—and accordingly the towns with the longest history and finest vintage architecture are found there. The canal boom of the 1830s left a string of port towns along its path that are intact memories of a short-lived boom, when the commerce of the world floated to their docks.




  The first great national road ran straight as a die across the belly of the state, and towns like Centerville still tell the story. The coming of the silver railroad tracks changed the face of Indiana, withering the river and canal towns and accelerating the development of hundreds of others. Dozens of small Hoosier towns still radiate out from their timeworn stations—sometimes poignantly empty, more often converted to shops and visitor centers.




  When the automobile age arrived, Indiana took to it with a passion. Hoosiers pioneered the infant industry, creating many of the nation’s early models, along with legendary ones like Cord, Auburn, Stutz, and Duesenberg. The mythic brick racetrack (Indianapolis Motor Speedway) in Speedway, Indiana, and the near-ubiquitous car museums across the state live to tell the tale. That and the small-town root beer stands, the post–World War II motor hotels now used as transient housing, and the swooping ’50s-style signs that hang on the fronts of buildings that are a hundred years older. They tell the story of an Indiana on wheels too.




  Driving is easy here. With a few exceptions, the routes in this book are on paved roads, mainly highways. I’ve aimed down the two-lanes for the most part, leaving the big highways for those in a hurry. Campgrounds and services abound in this well-settled state. You’ll seldom be far from our modern world, though sometimes it may seem as though you are a long way from anywhere.




  Most of the drives in this book are day trips, though any of them lend themselves to overnight jaunts or saunters that can last a week. There are plenty of delights for those who take the time to explore a bit.




  The weather in Indiana is classified as temperate continental, but any native will tell you that is only part of the story. “Hang around awhile if you don’t like the weather,” they say, “it’ll change soon.” And they are right. The mid-latitude westerly wind belt that passes over Indiana, and the jet stream and hemispheric storm track associated with it, guarantee lots of different things happening weatherwise, often in a short period. In general, there is about a 25°F shift in annual average temperatures from the north (40°) to the southwest (67°).




  What the north and south have in common is humidity. The great waves of moisture that boil up from the Gulf of Mexico ensure this is a well-watered place, essential for our dense forests and rich agricultural lands, though somewhat wilting for humans at times. Indiana gets almost 40 inches of rain a year, with the south getting most of its precipitation in the winter, the central and north in the early spring. For all, the driest month is October.




  While there are ample reasons to visit the state throughout the year, spring and fall are particularly inviting. In the spring the blooming redbud and dogwood trees turn the forests into ethereal landscapes. Fall foliage is almost iconic, with hundreds of thousands of acres on fire with reds, oranges, purples, and yellows—exotic biotic changes happening for our viewing pleasure. Indian summer in Indiana is a special time after the first frost. Days are warm and sunny with low humidity, the nights cool and crisp—another ideal time for touring.




  Recommended Reading




  




  The Natural Heritage of Indiana, edited by Marion T. Jackson (Indiana University Press, Bloomington, Indiana, 1998), is a beautiful exploration of Indiana’s extraordinary natural diversity.




  Indiana’s Wildlife Viewing Guide, by Phil T. Seng (Falcon Publishing, Helena, Montana, 1996), showcases eighty-nine of the best wildlife-viewing spots in the state.




  The Indiana Way, by James H. Madison (Indiana University Press, Bloomington, Indiana, 1986), is an overview of Indiana history written by one of the state’s most respected historians.




  Indiana: A New Historical Guide, edited by Robert M. Taylor Jr., Errol Wayne Steven, Mary Ann Ponder, and Paul Brockman (Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis, 1989), is a guide to the compendium of the state’s history.




  From Needmore to Prosperity, by Ronald L. Baker (Indiana University Press, 1995), explores the folklore and origins of Indiana place names.




  Hiking Indiana, by Phil Bloom (Globe Pequot Press), is a guide to the best trails in the state.




  Indiana: Across the Land, by Lee Mandrell and DeeDee Niederhouse-Mandrell (Indiana University Press, 2017), is a photographic tour around the Hoosier State.




  Oddball Indiana: A Guide to 350 Really Strange Places, 2nd edition, by Jerome Pohlen (Chicago Review Press, 2017), highlights unusual finds, from an outhouse collection to Johnny Appleseed’s gravesite.
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  River to River Vincennes to the Falls Cities




  




  

    General description: The 112-mile drive follows the path of the old Buffalo Trace blazed by vast bison herds migrating from Illinois prairies to the salt licks of Kentucky. The trip commences in Vincennes and concludes in the Falls Cities of New Albany, Jeffersonville, and Clarksville.




    Special attractions: George Rogers Clark National Historical Park, Old Cathedral Complex, The French House, Grouseland, Indiana Territory Capitol, Fort Knox II, West Baden Springs Hotel, French Lick Resort, Falls of the Ohio State Park, Culbertson Mansion State Historic Site.




    Location: Southern Indiana.




    Drive route numbers and names: US 50 and 150.




    Travel season: The roads are drivable in all but the worst of winter weather. Spring and fall are particularly beautiful.




    Camping: New Vision RV Park (812) 745-2125, Oubache Trails Park (812) 882-4316, and Vincennes RV Park (812) 890-2034) in Vincennes; Glendale Campground (812) 644-6107 near Washington; Hudsonville Family Campground (812) 486-6215 and Ruritan Park Campground (812) 486-3255 in Montgomery; West Boggs Park (812) 295-3421 near Loogootee; Martin State Forest (812) 247-3491 near Shoals; Buffalo Trace Park (812) 738-8236 near Palmyra; Louisville North Campground (812) 282-4474 in Clarksville.




    Services: Gas, food, and lodging in most towns from Vincennes to Clarksville.




    Nearby attractions: Indiana Military Museum, Red Skelton Museum of American Comedy, Vincennes Brewing Company, Vincennes University, and Yonder Spirits Distillery in Vincennes; Glendale Fish & Wildlife Area near Montgomery; Hindostan Falls near Loogootee; Martin State Forest, the Jug Rock and Bluffs of Beaver Bend Nature Preserve near Shoals; French Lick Scenic Railway; Wilstem Wildlife Park, Pioneer Mothers Memorial Forest near Paoli; Patoka Lake; Squire Boone Caverns at Mauckport; Corydon Capitol Historic Site; Louisville, Kentucky.


  




  The Drive




  




  The oldest town in Indiana, Vincennes was founded in 1732 as a French fur-trading outpost. The town is located at a strategic ford in the Wabash, which connected the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence with the Mississippi. For many decades the village was a remote part of the far-flung French North American empire. Each spring hardy voyageurs canoed down from Quebec to exchange trade goods for the beaver pelts that fired so much conquest and exploration in the New World.
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  French culture remained intact in Vincennes well into the twentieth century. Today there are still remnants of the old French days. When the French parishioners began building the Old Cathedral in 1826, it was the third in the little town, and the first to be constructed of logs. It remains a spiritual lodestone of the community. The basement crypt, accessible by stairs to the right of the altar, is the final resting place for the pioneer bishops. The adjoining French and Indian cemetery is the final resting place of many of the original families, with gravestones dating back to 1800. The Brute Library is the state’s earliest library, with volumes dating back to the twelfth century.




  The George Rogers Clark National Historical Park celebrates the great Revolutionary War victory of the Americans that recaptured Fort Sackville in the Battle of Vincennes and won the Northwest Territory for the young republic. Clark resurfaces at the end of this drive in Clarksville.




  The Old French House at 509 N. First St. is a fine example of an early fur trader home. Michel Brouillet constructed his log home in 1806. Every May the French Commons resounds to the sounds of a Revolutionary War battle and the fifes and fiddles of eighteenth-century musicians at the annual Spirit of Vincennes Rendezvous.
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  George Rogers Clark Memorial commemorates the Revolutionary War general. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE




  Grouseland at Park and Scott Streets is the anchor of a group of historic structures that represent Vincennes’s heyday as a great inland frontier political capital in the post–Revolutionary War period. Grouseland, a Federal-style house built from 1802 to 1804, was the home of William Henry Harrison, the first governor of the Indiana Territory. From this structure he negotiated five treaties with the Native Americans that opened the Middle West to European settlement. On the lawn the fabled Shawnee chief, Tecumseh, met with Harrison. Harrison later was elected the ninth president of the United States. There is a visitor center in the log cabin behind the house.




  Vincennes is chock-full of history. The two-story Red House on Park Street served as Indiana’s capitol from 1805 to 1813. The Western Sun print shop next door was Elihu Stout’s frontier newspaper and printing company, which began in 1804. The tiny white house across the street is the birthplace of famous turn-of-the-century author Maurice Thompson, best known for the novel Alice of Old Vincennes. The Vincennes University (VU) campus to the east is the home of the first institution west of the Alleghenies and north of the Ohio River, founded in 1801.




  Fort Knox II is a 44-acre park that is the site of Fort Knox, one of several military forts built near Vincennes.




  More recent additions to Vincennes attractions are the Indiana Military Museum and the Red Skelton Museum of American Comedy. Both opened in 2013, the former to commemorate Indiana’s role in conflicts, from the Civil War to Desert Storm, and the latter to honor the legacy of laughter from the native son whose comedy career spanned vaudeville to television.




  Follow the river road on the west edge of the VU campus 0.4 mile to Portland Avenue. Turn left and proceed 2 blocks to Oliphant Drive, then turn north 1 mile to Fort Knox Road and drive 1.9 miles to the Fort Knox site. Ouabache Trails Park adjoins the site.




  The River-to-River Scenic Drive follows US 150, the historic path formed by the buffalo herds’ migrations across Indiana from the Illinois prairie to the Falls of the Ohio at today’s Clarksville, where they crossed in low water to the Kentucky salt licks. It was the first natural highway in the region, beaten 6 feet deep into the earth in some places, used by Indians, frontiersmen, invading armies, and militia. Take Sixth Street northeast to the edge of town and the intersection of US 50/150. Proceed south on US 50/150, then east 10 miles to Wheatland.




  Wheatland, founded in 1806, was the home of James “Blue Jeans Bill” Williams, the fourteenth governor of Indiana. In 1876, when he defeated Benjamin Harrison, grandson of William Henry Harrison, it was considered the first election of a common man over the blue bloods of the early state. There is a 30-foot memorial to Williams at Walnut Grove cemetery south of Wheatland. Harrison rebounded from the gubernatorial loss to win election to the US Senate in 1881 and 8 years later as the twenty-third US president.




  The road continues through rich agricultural land, part of the Southern Bottomland Natural Region. In 1817 Daviess County was termed “the garden spot of Indiana” and it remains among the state’s leaders in agricultural production.




  Washington, Indiana, 8 miles east, flourished with the arrival of the railroad in 1857. By 1889 the town was a major refurbishing depot for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, employing more than 1,000 workers, though little remains of the previous bustle.




  Take US 15/150 to IN 57 and turn left/north to arrive in downtown Washington. On Hefron Street, a block from the Daviess County Courthouse square, the Helphenstine House is a fine example of Greek Revival architecture, built at the height of the style in 1847. The Robert Graham House on Maple, owned by an Indiana car manufacturer, is a 1912 example of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie School of Architecture, with marble fireplaces, crystal-glass French windows, parquet floors, and a billiards room.




  The Daviess County Historical Society Museum on East Main Street is a fifteen-room collection of Daviess County and Indiana history, including a vintage schoolhouse, bank, church sanctuary, parlor, and embalming room.




  Return south to US 50/150 and continue east as the route goes through a region of Amish farms. More than 7,000 Amish live in the eastern half of Daviess County.




  Loogootee, 15 miles east of Washington, is part of Martin County, where the lowland region begins to give way to the dramatic topography of the Crawford Upland, a region of cliffs, deep valleys, dense forests, and towering ridges.




  Shoals, 8 miles east, is the county seat. Just before the city limits, the 60-foot-tall Jug Rock is on the north side of the highway, a natural formation that is the wonder of the county. It is the largest free-standing “stand rock” east of the Mississippi. The 1877 county courthouse and jail 4 blocks south of the highway on Capitol Street is the site of a famous lynching. The Archer boys, accused of torturing and killing a local farmer, were hung from the trees in front of the jail in 1886.




  Shoals’s greatest claim to fame was its near monopoly of mother of pearl buttons in the years around World War I. The buttons were made from freshwater mussels harvested from the rich White River beds. There were seven button factories in the Shoals area at one time. Today the town depends on the deep gypsum mines discovered in the mid-twentieth century for employment. Two major producers employ more than 400 workers. The National Gypsum mine 2 miles east of Shoals is the nation’s deepest at 515 feet.




  Continue east 13 miles to IN 56 in Prospect, then turn south in 0.9 mile to West Baden Springs and French Lick. Springs Valley, as the two towns are collectively known, is the home of renowned turn-of-the-century mineral springs spas. The French Lick Resort still operates as a golf and tennis resort with a casino added in 2006. Two notable events occurred at the resort. In 1917 chef Louis Perron created tomato juice. Discovering he was out of oranges to make juice for breakfast guests, he improvised with tomatoes and the new drink was a hit. Later, New York governor Franklin D. Roosevelt used the national governors conference in 1931 at French Lick as the launching point for his first presidential campaign.




  The nearby West Baden Springs Hotel, once dubbed the eighth wonder of the world, has gone through a remarkable renovation to restore its grandeur after years of neglect. It features a dome spanning 200 feet over the atrium. Both hotels are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.




  Return to US 150 and continue 9 miles east to Paoli, an old Quaker town with a historic Greek Revival courthouse built between 1848 and 1850. Quakers were instrumental in the operation of the Underground Railroad, which transported runaway slaves from the South to freedom in Canada in the years before the Civil War. One branch of the road ran through Paoli. One mile south of the Paoli Square is a trailhead for the Pioneer Mothers Memorial Forest, an 88-acre old-growth forest of oak and hickory trees. Joseph Cox and his heirs owned the hillside forest from 1816 to 1940 but left the trees untouched. When the last Cox family member died in 1940, a lumber company bought it, but a community fundraiser and the US Forest Service struck a deal to buy it back and preserve it forever.




  US 150 continues southeast through the Hoosier National Forest, past a couple of nineteenth-century villages, Rego and Hardinsburg, then on to Fredericksburg, founded in 1805 as a toll road on the New Albany–Vincennes plank road. Tolls were collected according to the number of wheels and horses. People going to church, funerals, muster, or elections were exempt. The town also sat astride the Blue River, which empties into the Ohio, affording flatboat transport in high-water springs.




  Palmyra, 4.9 miles to the east, dates to 1810. The town is at the junction of two of Indiana’s earliest roads: the Mauckport Road (IN 135) and the Buffalo Trace (now US 150), which crossed Indiana from Vincennes to New Albany. Buffalo Trace Park, 0.7 mile east of Palmyra, celebrates the historic trail. Harrison County Parks manages the 146-acre site, which includes recreational facilities, modern and primitive campsites, and cozy cabins.




  Greenville, 7 miles east, was first settled in 1807 and was a manufacturing center for barrels, wine kegs, and wooden clocks, due to the fine white oak forests that surrounded the town. It also was a toll stop on the old pike, which operated from the 1820s to the 1880s despite the emergence of the railroads.




  To the east 2.9 miles, Galena, originally called Germantown, was another toll stop on the road. The old mill, built in 1857, was a steam-powered flour mill. Because of the many nearby streams, the area abounded with Native American villages and burial grounds. Just east of Galena on IN 150 is Mt. St. Francis Center for Spirituality, a retreat center and outdoor sanctuary offering 400 acres of hiking trails free and open to the public from dawn to dusk.




  The scenic drive passes through the Knobstone Escarpment, Indiana’s most prominent physiographic feature, which rises nearly 600 feet from the Ohio River valley below. The knobs above New Albany are a longtime truck farming area for the Louisville market. For many generations, the mostly German farm families hauled berries, melons, and tobacco to the Louisville wholesale market. The Starlight area is known for agritourism. Huber’s Orchard and Winery, established in 1843, is at 19816 Huber Rd. in Borden. Take Star Valley Road off US 150 to Rake Road, then to Huber Road. In addition to award-winning wines, Huber’s spinoff—Starlight Distillery—is gaining attention for its bourbon, brandy, rye whiskey, and gin. Joe Huber’s Family Farm, 2421 Engle Rd., has seasonal fruits and vegetables, pickled items, signature jams, jellies, and butters, and a farm restaurant rated four-star by the Louisville Courier-Journal.




  North of New Albany 2 miles on US 150, the Mary Anderson Center is a nationally renowned artists’ retreat focused on providing a haven for creative work. Continue on US 150 to I-64 and proceed east into New Albany.




  The Falls Cities—New Albany, Clarksville, Jeffersonville, and neighboring Louisville, Kentucky—got their nickname from the Falls of the Ohio. In the Ohio River’s 981 miles from the Allegheny Mountains to the Mississippi, the Falls of the Ohio were the only obstacle, where the river dropped 24 feet in 2 turbulent miles. The Ohio raced over the falls in a series of rapids and chutes and waterfalls for thousands of years until canalization and damming in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries subdued it. This immense natural barrier has created a node of ecology, history, and commerce over the last 12,000 years. The Falls of the Ohio neatly divided the river into the Upper and Lower Ohio. East to Pittsburgh was the Upper; from the Falls west to Cairo, Illinois, at the junction with the Mississippi, was the Lower.




  New Albany was the first town below the falls, located in a lowland east of the Knobstone Escarpment. Three Scribner brothers arrived from New York in 1813, bought the platted town, and named it after the capital of their home state. The Scribner House at 106 W. Main, owned by the Daughters of the American Revolution, was built by brother Joel in 1814.




  Steamboat building was the primary industry in New Albany until the Civil War, with four to seven shipyards working constantly. Town Clock Church, now the Second Baptist Church, at 300 E. Main St., is a remnant of river days. It was built with a tall steeple in the mid-nineteenth century, a landmark for river pilots since.




  New Albany’s Mansion Row Historic District was named to the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. It includes Main bounded by State and 15th, and Market Street between 7th and 11th. The stately homes range in style from Federal to Italianate to French Second Empire. A centerpiece among mansion row is the Culbertson Mansion State Historic Site, a three-story Second Empire mansion built by businessman and philanthropist William S. Culbertson.




  The Floyd County Carnegie Library Cultural Arts Center in New Albany, one of many libraries Andrew Carnegie supported, opened in 1904 and served the community for 65 years. The center is open year-round and offers permanent and rotating exhibits as well as arts and culture.




  Jeffersonville was influenced by a proposal from Thomas Jefferson incorporating an alternating checkerboard of green spaces and buildings to protect the town from yellow fever and other pestilences that plagued the early settlers.




  The nineteenth-century Old Jeffersonville Historic District was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. The district is bounded by Court and Graham Streets, the Ohio River, and I-65. Within the district, the quirky 1837 Grisamore House at 111–113 W. Chestnut and the 1832 Henry French House at 217 E. High are on the National Register of Historic Places. Gustav Schimpff’s Confectionery at 347 Spring St. has been serving candy since 1891, and you can enjoy soda fountains under their old pressed-tin ceiling and catch a free candy-making demonstration. The Clark County Museum, 725 Michigan Ave. in Jeffersonville, is filled with artifacts dating to the settlement of the area as well as Native American artifacts from tribes that traveled the buffalo trace paths.




  The business of government has always been a major part of Jeffersonville. It was the early county seat and home of Indiana’s second land office. The 1874 US Quartermaster Depot at 10th and Meigs was the major dispensary for the armed forces from the Civil War to the Korean War. The depot warehoused everything from mule saddles to army shirts—71,000 different items in all. Since the depot closed in 1957, it has become home to Jeffersonville’s City Hall, restaurants, and local businesses.




  The Howard Shipyards dominated Jeffersonville from 1848 until well into the twentieth century as the largest inland shipbuilder in the United States. On the 52-acre site along the historically deepest section of the Ohio River, the Howard yards produced more than 3,000 boats. At 1101 E. Market, the Howard Steamboat Museum brings this world to life with a collection of steamboat memorabilia relating to the golden age of river travel, a wide array of bells and whistles, ship wheels and models, tools, photographs, and documents. The museum is housed in the Howard family mansion dating from the 1890s. Many of the rooms are decorated in high-style Victorian furnishings and elaborate trappings brought from Chicago’s World Columbian Exposition.




  Across the street, the giant Jeffboat complex continued Jeffersonville’s maritime tradition until closing in 2018. Through World War II, the shipyards produced many of the landing craft used in the invasions on both fronts, with 13,000 workers laboring in the yards by 1944. In 1976 it launched a $20 million floating palace, the Mississippi Queen, a seven-deck steam-powered stern paddle wheeler with a forty-four-whistle calliope. It went out of service in 2008 and was scrapped.




  The Big Four Pedestrian Bridge in Jeffersonville has quickly become a regional attraction after opening in 2014. The former railway bridge for the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis Railway (hence “Big Four”) was converted to pedestrian and bicycle traffic and connects Jeffersonville to Louisville.




  Take Riverview Drive 0.7 mile west to Clarksville, the oldest American town in the Northwest Territory. It was chartered in 1783 by George Rogers Clark, Revolutionary War hero and brother to William Clark, who joined Meriwether Lewis here to begin assembling the Corps of Discovery for their journey of exploration to the Pacific. There is a marker at the location of George Rogers Clark’s home site west of the corner of South Clark and Harrison Avenue. The log cabin, a replica of Clark’s original home, was destroyed by arson in 2021, but the grounds around it remain preserved. Officials are planning to restore the site. The Clarksville Museum in the Town Hall at 230 E. Montgomery has a collection of memorabilia relating to Clark.
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  Statue of explorers Lewis and Clark in front of Falls of the Ohio interpretive center. SOIN TOURISM




  Clarksville was also the site of one of the first instances of government privatization. The old Indiana Reformatory for Men was the First State Prison for Men, built in 1821 with publicly subscribed funds and then leased to private individuals who incarcerated the prisoners on a per capita basis. The first prison operator, Captain Seymour Westover, was killed with Davy Crockett at the Alamo. The redbrick Romanesque complex was sold in 1923 and remodeled into a Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Company soap factory. The factory closed in 2007, but the Colgate Clock remains on the building as the second-largest timepiece in the world at 40 feet in diameter.




  The most unique aspect of Clarksville, however, is the Falls of the Ohio State Park, 201 W. Riverside Dr. In 1981 the United States Congress declared the Falls of the Ohio the country’s first National Wildlife Conservation Area, a 1,404-acre site that is a favorite of birders. The conservation area protects the habitat of migrating birds who visit the falls to feed in the wetlands and potholes of the limestone reef. Over 270 species of birds throng the falls area. In the river below the falls, 125 species of fish swim, including the endangered paddlefish.




  Congress also protected the immense fossil beds that constituted the limestone reef, the largest exposed Devonian Age fossil beds in the world. More than 600 species of fossils and 250 species of coral have been identified on the beds. The Indiana state park opened in 1990 on 68 acres, overlooking the fossil beds and offering a dramatic view of the Louisville skyline. A few feet down from the park’s interpretation center, visitors can hike the 220 acres of fossil beds through a landscape of tiny canyons, fossilized coral, and clusters of miniature crinoids and trilobites. Adventurous souls can cross the McAlpine Dam spillway to explore the outer fossil beds.




  The interpretation center encapsulates much of the history of the Falls of the Ohio area. A multiscreen video explains the epochal geologic story of the falls. There are immersive exhibits on everything from coral reefs and fossil beds to mastodons and early humans, steamboats, George Rogers Clark, the legendary Welshmen, and the ecology of today’s falls. Three aquariums show the varied life of coral reefs and the Ohio River.
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  Whiskey and Wine Lawrenceburg to Madison




  




  

    General description: A 68-mile drive along the Ohio River shore through a series of 19th-century towns that are a national treasury of architectural styles and small-town life. The route follows the nationally celebrated Ohio River Scenic Route.




    Special attractions: Madison’s National Register of Historic Places district; Lawrenceburg, Aurora, Rising Sun, Vevay; riverboat casinos at Lawrenceburg, Rising Sun, and Florence; and cruise boats on the Ohio.




    Location: The extreme southeastern corner of Indiana.




    Drive route numbers and names: IN 56, 156, and 62.




    Travel season: The roads are drivable in all but the worst of winter weather. Spring and fall are particularly beautiful. Traffic is heavier during the Madison Regatta in early July.




    Camping: Lake in the Pines (812) 623-2136 in Sunman; Camp Shore Campground (812) 438-2135 in Aurora; Arnold’s Creek Campground (812) 438-3012, Beyonder Getaway (812) 438-4500, and Shawnee Campground (812) 290-1141 in Rising Sun; Clifty Falls State Park (812) 273-8885, Canby Ferry Campground (812) 292-4159, and Riverview Campground (812) 265-8303 in Madison.




    Services: There are services in Lawrenceburg, Aurora, Rising Sun, Vevay, and Madison, as well as numerous spots along the route.




    Nearby attractions: Ross & Squibb Distillery in Lawrenceburg; Perfect North ski slopes at Lawrenceburg; Guilford Covered Bridge Park in Lawrenceburg; Great Crescent Brewery in Aurora; Hillforest Victorian House Museum in Aurora; Veraestau Historic Site at Aurora; Red Wolf Sanctuary in Rising Sun; Markland Locks & Dam; Mad Paddle Brewstillery, New Madison Brewing Co., and Righteous Brewing Co. in Madison; Lanthier, Stream Cliff Farm, and Thomas Family wineries in Madison; Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge north of Madison.
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