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Awash



“I think—tide turning—see, as I remember—I was raised in the desert, but tides kind of—it’s easy to see a tide turn—did I say those words?”

—Washington, D.C., June 14, 2006

Heckuva Job

“I’m a strong proponent of the restoration of the wetlands, for a lot of reasons. There’s a practical reason, though, when it comes to hurricanes: The stronger the wetlands, the more likely the damage of the hurricane.”

—Discussing post-Katrina wetland improvements, New Orleans, March 1, 2007

The 51st State

“I think it’s really important for this great state of baseball to reach out to people of all walks of life to make sure that the sport is inclusive. The best way to do it is to convince little kids how to—the beauty of playing baseball.”

—Washington, D.C., February 13, 2006


TOP 25 ALL-TIME BUSHISMS

#25

“If this were a dictatorship, it would be a heck of a lot easier, just so long as I’m the dictator.”

—Washington, D.C., December 18, 2000



Sick

“One of my concerns is that the health care not be as good as it can possibly be.”

—On benefits provided to military personnel, Tipp City, Ohio, April 19, 2007

Sicker

“And so, what General Petraeus is saying, some early signs, still dangerous, but give me—give my chance a plan to work.”

—Interview with Charlie Rose, April 24, 2007

Bush at War I

“You know, when I campaigned here in 2000, I said, I want to be a war president. No president wants to be a war president, but I am one.”

—Des Moines, Iowa, October 26, 2006

Bush at War II

“I cannot look at a mother and father of a troop in the eye and say, ‘I’m sending your kid into combat, but I don’t think we can achieve the objective.’ ”

—Washington, D.C., July 12, 2007


TOP 25 ALL-TIME BUSHISMS

#24

“I want everybody to hear loud and clear that I’m going to be the president of everybody.”

—Washington, D.C., January 18, 2001



Extenuating Circumstances

“I mean, there was a serious international effort to say to Saddam Hussein, you’re a threat. And the 9/11 attacks extenuated that threat.”

—Philadelphia, December 12, 2005

The Challenge

“You know, one of the hardest parts of my job is to connect Iraq to the war on terror.”

—Interview with CBS News, Washington, D.C., September 6, 2006


TOP 25 ALL-TIME BUSHISMS

#23

“I want to thank you for taking time out of your day to come and witness my hanging.”

—At the dedication of his portrait, Austin, Texas, January 4, 2002



Welcome Wagon

“I think we are welcomed. But it was not a peaceful welcome.”

—On the reception of American forces in Iraq, Philadelphia, December 12, 2005

Them vs. US

“Iraq is a very important part of securing the homeland, and it’s a very important part of helping change the Middle East into a part of the world that will not serve as a threat to the civilized world, to people like—or to the developed world, to people like—in the United States.”
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