







[image: Image]

THE[image: Image] TUDORS

Historian’s Note: Included in these pages are the first five out of ten final shooting scripts for season one of The Tudors on SHOWTIME. The scripts may include dialogue or even full scenes that were not in the final version of the episodes. Also, there may be elements in the episodes that were added at a later date.

[image: Image]

[image: Image]
SIMON SPOTLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT
An imprint of Simon & Schuster
1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10020
www.SimonandSchuster.com

Copyright © 2007 by Showtime Networks Inc. and Peace Arch Television LTD

“The Tudors” © 2007TM Productions Limited/PA Tudors Inc. An Ireland/Canada Production. All rights reserved. © 2007 Showtime Networks Inc. All rights reserved. Showtime and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.

Map art: London by Braun and Hogenberg 1541-1622 copyright © Antiquarian Images

All rights reserved, including the right of reproduction in whole or in part in any form.

SIMON SPOTLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT and related logo are trademarks of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

Designed by Jane Archer

Manufactured in the United States of America

First Edition   10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1

Library of Congress Control Number 2007921190

ISBN-13: 978-1-4169-4884-1

ISBN-10: 1-4169-4884-8
eISBN: 978-1-439-10705-8

THE TUDORS
[image: Image]
1485-1603

[image: Image]



[image: Image]FOREWORD


Having just purchased a book called The Tudors it may surprise you to find that it consists of five scripts dealing exclusively with ten years in the life of the young King Henry VIII. Why not start with his father, Henry VII, who won the crown at the Battle of Bosworth Field by defeating Richard III, and founded the dynasty? Why jump forward so arbitrarily and—you may think—so irrationally, to his son’s struggles to maintain and secure his inheritance?

I wish I knew. Perhaps the decision was accidental, or perhaps it was the result of hundreds of smaller decisions, many of them unconscious. Certainly when I first discussed the idea of turning The Tudors into a television series with my friend Ben Silverman, there were many alternate beginnings, many different and distinct ways to go. But there were other pressing factors, too: the need for this historical material to resonate with contemporary audiences, and for its themes to be relevant to our own lives. Of course I had a head start here, since I wrote the movie Elizabeth in the same spirit: not the story of distant kings and queens, but of a young woman propelled into a terrifying world of power and responsibility. Clearly, The Tudors would have to have the same human and personal core.

The more I read and thought about the Tudors, the more I came to realize that the story of young Henry VIII presented a rich and so-faruntapped vein. For one thing, he presided over the change from the medieval to the modern world. He also engineered the change in England from Catholicism to Protestantism, which was so profound that nobody had ever tackled it dramatically before, even though it underscored not only the history of the British Isles, but also the history of America! And on top of that—for God’s sake—was the fact that, as a man, he was caught in an erotic triangle between his older wife and younger mistress. Granted, the stakes were a great deal higher than in most modern examples, but the reality was totally familiar, almost commonplace. Kings and queens act out, on a vast and public stage, the dramas that fill and define our own private lives.

I was asked to write a two-hour pilot. It was speculative. Nobody was sure what we were doing—least of all me! I had never properly worked in television before, nor written a soap opera! I pitched Henry as a young, glamorous, athletic, sexy … etc., king because I was fed up with his English iconic version as a fat, bearded monster with a vast ego and even vaster sexual appetite, and very little brain. Holbein’s tyrant! He had in fact a keen intelligence—and for me there was nothing more fascinating or sexy than getting him involved in the big political and religious issues of his day. To tell you the truth, I grew to love this guy: He had everything! He was devastatingly handsome, and he was always the best at all the physical activities—like jousting and wrestling—that he participated in. He could also speak five languages. He could play chess. He could write philosophical pamphlets. And he had absolute power. That God had given him! What a great premise for a show! For if Henry was you—what would you do?

Showtime liked the pilot. But they wanted to push it further. I was not to feel under any constraints to show the beauty and the violence of the period. They also liked the idea that Henry was surrounded by a group of young and handsome bucks who had no titles but who aspired to everything they could lay their hands on: titles, women, fortune, and honor. Brandon, Compton, and Knivert were the brat pack of their day, heartily disliked by the older generation of aristocrats, like Norfolk, but constantly indulged and elevated by the young king. With Cardinal Wolsey as a safe pair of hands, craftily and carefully guiding the ship of state, Henry lived a hedonistic lifestyle in the early years of his reign—a fact he guiltily admitted to later. Even so, he remained anxious to win fame and honor—if he could—on the battlefield (preferably fighting the French!) and he wanted to be a good ruler in a humanist tradition he shared with his good friend Thomas More (whose head he later cut off).

I was very happy to dramatize these extreme contradictions and events. After I had done so, there was a conference call with, among others, Robert Greenblatt, the head of programming for Showtime. Bob didn’t mince his words. He told me: “Michael, we really only have one question to ask you—is any of this true?” It was a big moment … but I replied, as casually as possible, “About 85 percent.” Of course the percentage was an invention—but I wanted to make the point that everything I wrote was based on historical research and historical “fact” (as reported, that is, by historians!). Naturally, as a writer, you have to shape your material for dramatic effect. You change things. Life itself is chaotic, but art—of whatever kind—has form. Yet I still wanted to cling to and express the human truths. My Henry VIII is new, in that audiences have never seen him portrayed this way, but he’s not a figment of my imagination.

To make him “real” though was never totally within my gift. An actor had to come along who could not only play him, but embody him. It’s ironic, given the rough history between our nations, that the man in question is an Irishman! But Jonathan Rhys Meyers, as an actor, easily transcends parochial borders. Indeed it was this refusal to accept limitations of any kind that connected him with the young king. And Jonathan recognized this, just as he instinctually recognized that Henry’s love for his first wife, Katherine of Aragon, was never totally destroyed by his tearing passion for his second, Anne Boleyn. Such deep emotional attachments are not necessarily guided by the script, but have to be felt in the performance. And what I think we feel in these performances is how complicated are the relationships between men and women, and what a complex organ is the human heart.

Unlike novels, screenplays are never finished on the page. This form of expression and entertainment is collaborative, or it’s nothing. So if I commend, even in an introduction to my scripts, the work of Joan Bergin, the costume designer on the series, or Tom Conroy, our designer, it’s not because I feel any obligation to do so. It’s because, just as much as me, they—and many others in the production—have helped create what you see on your screens. And of course we have been genuinely blessed with an unbelievably great cast, from Sam Neill’s Wolsey and Jeremy Northam’s More, to comparative newcomers like Natalie Dormer and Henry Cavill … although it’s almost invidious to single out just a few names from such a talented collective.

Finally, perhaps reluctantly, I must shore myself up against the inevitable hostility of—I should imagine—mainly British academics and historians, who will find (to their secret delight) many errors of fact and detail in the work. By way of defense I should say that I was not trying to write historical biography. On the contrary, I was commissioned to write an entertainment! But there’s something else, too, possibly even more important. For it seems to me that, sometimes, the desire to pursue historical “truths” can lead to the sacrifice of more human ones. To get the externals of dress and fashion, architecture, and speech absolutely correct is not the same thing as breathing life into believable, flesh-and-blood people. And although this may be heresy, I am inclined to believe that some historians, however much they have read of and about Henry VIII, King of England, have never actually thought of him as a human being at all, but merely an historical construct. Perhaps to do so is intended to diminish him, although I don’t think so. It may be true that we can’t go back in time, but that doesn’t mean we should treat the past as a museum. History is a living thing. And we, no less than Henry, are living it.

MICHAEL HIRST

NOVEMBER 2006
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	HENRY’S LIFE

	MAJOR WORLD EVENTS
 


	1491—Henry born
	 



	 
	1492—Columbus sails the ocean blue



	1502—Prince Arthur dies
	 



	 
	1503—Da Vinci paints the Mona Lisa




	 
	1508—Michelangelo begins painting the Sistine Chapel



	1509—Henry ascends the throne
	 



	1511—Katherine bears a son who dies a month later
	 



	 
	1512—Ponce de León claims Florida for Spain



	1516—Princess Mary is born
	 



	 
	1517—Martin Luther nails his criticism of the Catholic Church on the Witterberg Cathedral



	 
	1519—Magellan sets off to sail around the world. He dies in 1521, but his crew completes the circumnavigation



	 
	1519—Hernando Cortés conquers the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlan, completing his conquest of Mexico



	1520—The Field of the Cloth of Gold
	 



	 
	1524—Verazzano discovers the New York Bay



	1526—The start of the King’s Great Matter
	1526—First Battle of Panipat—Zahir ud Din Babur defeats much larger army led by Delhi’s sultan and founds the Mughal dynasty in India 

 



 
	1530—Cardinal Wolsey dies
	 



	 
	1531—Pizarro conquers Peru, ending the Incan Empire



	1533—Henry marries Anne; Princess Elizabeth born
	 



	 
	1534—Cartier claims Canada for France



	1536—Anne beheaded; Henry marries Jane Seymour
	 



	1537—Prince Edward born; Jane dies
	 



	1540—Henry marries Anne of Cleves in January, gets annulments, and marries Catherine Howard in July
	 



	1542—Catherine Howard executed
	1542—De Soto discovers the Mississippi



	 
	1542—First European visitors arrive in Japan



	1543—Henry marries Catherine Parr
	1543—Copernicus claims Earth revolves around the sun, directly contrasting the accepted theory that everything circled the Earth 



	1547—King Henry dies
	1547—Ivan the Terrible has himself crowned the czar of Russia
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The Start of
THE TUDOR DYNASTY


The Tudor dynasty began the day Henry VII defeated Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth Field, effectively ending the War of the Roses and finally providing stability to the throne. Up to that point, a power struggle had waged between the Houses of York and Lancaster. For more than thirty years, the War of the Roses had caused upheaval, as the balance of power swung back and forth between the two houses and England reeled from lack of leadership. Henry VII acted to change that.

Henry VII’s claim to the throne was tenuous. His mother was a descendant of Edward II, but her bloodlines, although legitimate, had been barred from succession because her grandfather had been born out of wedlock. Yet Henry’s victory on the battlefield gave him the crown, as most of his rivals were in no position to contest him. He married Elizabeth of York in order to unite the two houses under the throne, strengthen his claim, and ensure his offspring would be of royal blood. Not wanting further battles, Henry turned his attention to restoring faith in the monarchy.

Still dealing with claimants to the throne, the new king worked to quell any uprisings. He was content to allow the nobles their regional influence if they were loyal and as long as they operated within the law. Others, perceived as possible threats, were fined and laws were passed to limit the power of the different royal houses. In addition, in order to replenish an inherited bankrupt treasury and rebuild the monarchy, he enacted ruthless taxation against the nobility. Known to be a stingy monarch, Henry VII worked toward his goal of maintaining peace and creating economic prosperity through effective trading and opportunities. At his death, Henry had amassed a personal fortune of £1.5 million (equivalent to $1.35 billion today), a huge increase from where he had started.
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Henry VII © Antiquarian Images

From the very beginning, King Henry VII wanted the Tudor dynasty to be one of longevity. In the naming of his first son, Henry VII established a link to an early legend of a powerful king, Arthur. Henry immediately began grooming the young Prince Arthur for his eventual ascension to the throne. One of the first monarchs to recognize Spain as a rising power, Henry VII arranged a marriage between two-year-old Arthur and one-year-old Katherine of Aragon. All hopes of extending a Tudor dynasty rested on the ultimately frail shoulders of Prince Arthur.

On November 14, 1501, at the age of sixteen, Arthur married Katherine and headed to Wales for the honeymoon, as was custom. Six months later, the perpetually ill Arthur was dead. Suddenly, Henry, the younger brother, became the heir apparent, thrust into a role his brother had been groomed to take. Prince Henry immediately took over his brother’s titles. His father, wanting to maintain the alliance between England and Spain, even arranged a marriage between Henry and Arthur’s widow, Katherine. This was only possible after Katherine swore her marriage to sick Arthur was never consummated; otherwise it was a sin against God for Henry to marry his brother’s widow. A dispensation from the pope, obtained in haste, helped give validity to the future nuptials. Over the years, Henry VII soured on maintaining a relationship with Spain, as both sides balked at paying money toward the agreement. The marriage was delayed until 1509, when Henry VII passed away and Prince Henry succeeded his father, the first peaceful transition of power since before the War of the Roses. Two months later, the new king took Katherine as his wife, and the reign of King Henry VIII began.
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THE SWEATING SICKNESS:
A Tudor Disease


Hopes for the Tudor dynasty began with the frail Prince Arthur, but Arthur died at a young age from a mysterious illness. Was it the infamous Tudor disease?

It began suddenly with a general sense of apprehension. Then came the cold shivers, sometimes violent; giddiness; headache; and severe pains in the neck and shoulder. These symptoms lasted from a half hour to three hours before the characteristic sweat overtook the victim. After the sweat poured out, palpitation and pain in the heart, delirium, and an overall weakness flooded over the victim’s body. Finally there was the desire for sleep, which usually meant certain doom.

This was the sweating sickness, a disease that ravaged England five times before disappearing forever. It first appeared at the beginning of the reign of King Henry VII, right before the Battle of Bosworth Field. It may have been carried over by the French mercenaries who fought alongside Henry, as they seemed to be immune to it. Regardless, it arrived before the battle and broke out in the capital seven days later, following Henry’s arrival and coronation. It was regarded as being quite distinct from the plague, the pestilential fever, or other epidemics previously known, not only by the special symptom that gave it its name, but also by its extremely rapid and fatal course. One survived attack did not offer immunity, and a person could suffer several bouts with the sickness before succumbing. As sweating sickness seemed to be more virulent among the rich than the poor, unlike other epidemics, outbreaks caused tremendous fear within the royal houses. After 1485, the disease disappeared but resurfaced in 1507, although to a lesser degree. The year 1517 brought another outbreak, more severe than the others. Although some cases appeared in Calais and Antwerp, sweating sickness seemed to stay mostly confined to England. This time proved to be very fatal, as some areas reported half the population to have perished.

In 1528 the disease recurred for the fourth time, and with great severity. It first showed itself in London at the end of May, and speedily spread over the whole of England, although Scotland and Ireland were spared. Many people in Henry VIII’s court fell sick and Henry developed a morbid fear of contracting the disease himself. He would change residences every other day in an effort to avoid coming in contact with those of his court who had become infected.

The most remarkable fact about this epidemic is how rapidly it spread over Europe in a few weeks, appearing suddenly first at Hamburg, and causing more than a thousand deaths. Then the terrible sweating sickness started on a destructive course, causing fearful mortality throughout Eastern Europe. It spread quickly, arriving at Switzerland in December, heading northward to Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, eastward to Lithuania, Poland, and Russia, and westward to Flanders and Holland. The epidemic, which declared itself simultaneously at Antwerp and Amsterdam on the morning of September 27, may have come from England directly. In each place affected it prevailed for a short time only, generally not more than a two-week span. France, Italy, and the southern European countries were remarkably spared. By the end of the year it had entirely disappeared, except in eastern Switzerland, where it lingered into the next year; and the terrible English sweat disappeared again. One last outbreak occurred, in 1551, before eventually vanishing from the continent forever.

Sweating sickness wreaked havoc in Henry’s court. The disease may have claimed Prince Arthur’s life, possibly affecting both him and Katherine during their honeymoon. Anne Boleyn had a bout with the sickness in 1528, and Charles Brandon’s two sons from his final marriage died in the span of three hours during the 1551 outbreak. Remarkably, Thomas Wolsey survived multiple attacks throughout his lifetime.

It’s still not known what caused the disease. By all accounts, it appeared in the summer months and infected the country until winter brought relief. Blame has been placed on the general hygiene and sewage problems of the time and some reports link it to relapsing fever, spread by lice and ticks. Whatever the case, it plagued the land for the whole of Henry VIII’s reign and is forever linked with the Tudor dynasty.
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THE CONSTANT COMPANION:
Charles Brandon


Charles Brandon, was, perhaps, the only person in all of England to successfully retain Henry’s affection over a span of forty years. King Henry VIII wanted what he wanted, and although loyal, turned on those who defied him. His reign is littered with the lives of trusted advisors who disappointed him, either accidentally or deliberately, and lost their standing, their lives, and sometimes their heads. Thus it was rare for someone to remain in his favor for any length of time.

Orphaned at an early age, Charles Brandon grew up in the royal court with Arthur and Henry. His mother died in childbirth, and his father, a standard bearer for King Henry VII, lost his life during the Battle of Bosworth Field, reportedly at the hands of Richard III himself. Although Charles Brandon had neither titles nor great wealth, he held something much greater: the affection of the king. Henry recognized the loyalty Brandon’s father had shown and rewarded the deceased man by raising the boy under his own roof.

Although seven years older than Henry VIII, Charles shared many of the future king’s most prominent characteristics: natural athleticism, robust physical health (unlike the delicate Arthur), and a devotion to all sports (wrestling, hunting, tilting, and jousting, to name a few). During these adolescent years, the two boys laid the foundation for a lifelong friendship. When Henry became king, Charles’s rise to prominence began.

Early on, Charles displayed an ambitious and callous streak. The first sign of this became apparent in 1505, following his engagement to Anne Brown, a woman of impressive lineage. He and Anne slept together, as evidenced by the child she bore in 1506, but Charles refused to marry her. He instead married her aunt, a wealthy widow. The marriage was not taken seriously due to its mercenary nature and the legal action undertaken by Anne’s family. Eventually the marriage was annulled and Charles honored his wedding agreement and married Anne. They had one more daughter before Anne died in 1510 and soon after, Charles moved on to his next conquest.

By late 1512, Charles contemplated yet another union. His new betrothed was an eight-year-old orphan, the heiress to Lord Lisle of Sparsholt in Berkshire. It was common practice for the Crown to assume guardianship of an orphaned minor child with inherited property and then sell the guardianship to the highest bidder, often the child’s own relatives who wanted to receive the property revenues until the child came of age. Charles had been given the wardship of Elizabeth Grey and this, along with various offices, grants, and pensions, was a mark of Henry’s continued favor. In early 1513, Charles announced his engagement to the girl and the king created him Viscount Lisle, in right of his betrothed wife. Charles Brandon finally had a noble title.

Always a ladies’ man, Charles caused an incident when he publicly flirted with Margaret, the daughter of the Roman Emperor Maximillian, causing her great embarrassment. Henry had to apologize for his friend, despite having been complicit in helping translate the conversation between Margaret and Charles. Yet rather than being annoyed by the incident, Henry went an opposite direction. He named Charles the duke of Suffolk, a huge honor. It meant that he was one of only three dukes in the entire kingdom. Suddenly the poor orphan boy was on equal or greater footing than anyone in the whole realm.

Emboldened by his new position, Charles appeared untouchable. The king, seeking to solidify his standing with France, arranged a marriage between his younger sister, Mary, and King Louis XII. His sister, distraught by the arrangement, agreed to the marriage on one condition: After Louis died, as he was old and sickly, she could pick her next husband. Henry agreed, possibly to make her trip to France easier. Mary, who some say admitted Charles was the man she loved, went quietly to her wedding and three months later King Louis was dead, possibly from an inordinate amount of bedroom activity during his marriage. Henry sent Charles to negotiate with the new king, Francis I, on repayment of dowry and to bring the new dowager queen home. However, Henry demanded Charles go as an official of the king and leave behind his personal feelings. Fearing Henry would force her to remarry for political reasons, Mary confessed her love for Charles to Francis I. Francis, worrying the king would use Mary to form an alliance with the Romans and wanting to keep her dowry in France, convinced Mary she should marry Charles immediately to block her brother from doing his own wishes. When Charles arrived, Mary gave Charles an ultimatum: now or never. Brandon found himself in a difficult position. On the one hand, he knew the king was his meal ticket, the man who had given him everything. Yet, here was Mary, arguably the most beautiful woman in the royal court and the king’s sister, demanding that they marry. Ever ambitious, Charles recognized that marrying the princess would solidify his position for the rest of his life, if they could overcome the king’s wrath. He knew that Mary was a great prize; after all, he harbored no overt dynastic ambitions but six years of marriage had produced no living child for Henry VHL Perhaps Charles and Mary would create a new royal line. And she was a royal princess and queen, just twenty years old and madly in love with him.
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Henry VIII’s Sister Mary and Charles Brandon, Dulce of Suffolk
©Antiquarian Images

Charles, swayed by tears and ambition, agreed, and sometime in February 1515, they married secretly at the Cluny chapel. When the king learned of their act, he was not happy, feeling Brandon had betrayed his orders and went behind his back. Plus, this was Henry’s sister, and Brandon had married her without the consent of the king. The king, at first, would not see them, and Mary sent word that as his loyal subject she would wait in Calais until he sent for them. Charles wrote to Wolsey, hoping for his help in improving the situation. Wolsey responded that the king could not believe his friend had betrayed him and the newlywed couple would have to pay a stiff penalty—literally. When Henry finally did allow them to return, he met with them in private. Henry was willing enough to forgive his best friend and favorite sister, after she turned over all her jewels and plate from France and signed a contract to repay the money spent on her first marriage in annual installments of 4,000 pounds. It was obvious that Henry was not surprised by the marriage; he was mostly angry at Charles for breaking trust. A new wedding was held at Greenwich Palace in May, and once again Brandon had escaped unscathed.

Brandon continued to serve the king for the rest of his life, and was present for all the major events. He attended the Field of the Cloth of Gold, brought down Wolsey by authority of the king, and pleaded unsuccessfully with Katherine on Henry’s behalf to accept the break with Rome and her new title of princess dowager. After Mary died in 1533, he remarried once again for the final time, this time to a wealthy young baroness, and lived happily with her. He attended all the momentous events of the 1530s—he sat at the trials of Thomas More and Anne Boleyn; he was even present at the scaffold when she was beheaded. He helped lead forces to end the Pilgrimage of Grace, one of the most serious problems of Henry’s reign. When Henry finally got the son he always hoped for, Prince Edward, Brandon acted as godfather to the new addition. As the landscape of England changed, Charles Brandon, the duke of Suffolk, remained loyal to the king. When Charles died suddenly in 1545, at the age of sixty, King Henry demanded a grand funeral. The funeral was an emotional event for the king as he laid to rest the one constant companion of his entire life. The last influence Brandon ever had on the Tudor dynasty surfaced years later when his daughter by Princess Mary, Lady Jane Grey, held the throne for nine days after Edward VI’s death before Princess Mary took her rightful place, executing Jane at the Tower of London.
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Katherine of Aragon ©Antiquarian Images

It seemed a perfect match. Two rising nations, looking to form a lasting alliance, would be linked by the marriage of Prince Arthur of England and Princess Katherine of Aragon. Katherine, after some trouble with weather, finally arrived in England for the much-anticipated wedding, which went off flawlessly. The young couple headed for Wales and a new life together, but the bad weather that had slowed Katherine’s arrival into England turned out to be an omen for her stay in the country.

Her new husband, Arthur, never a robust child, took ill within months of their marriage and died soon after. Katherine, suffering from the same virus, stayed bedridden until after the funeral, which custom forbade her from attending anyway. Katherine returned to London as soon as she was healthy enough to travel. Her parents, Ferdinand and Isabella, wishing to keep the alliance with England, moved to have her engaged to Henry VIII, Arthur’s younger brother. Ironically, Henry VIII had just walked Katherine down the aisle to “give her away” at her wedding to Arthur. Because Katherine’s first marriage wasn’t consummated, according to her, the wedding was permissible under the eyes of God. Katherine’s claim about consummation held validity, in light of both Arthur’s already sickly condition and Katherine’s own devout piety. To be sure, both sets of parents requested a papal dispensation from the pope to allow the marriage. It looked as if the alliance would be preserved.

The pope took longer than expected for the dispensation, and during that time Katherine became deathly ill once again. Suffering from fever and fits of shivering, it was widely feared she would die. Strangely, despite her royal position, she lived in poverty, as Henry VII cut off her allowance. Henry VII had soured on the union, awaiting the remaining dowry to be paid. He felt, also, that he could find a better match for his son. He even ordered the prince to make a secret but formal protest against marrying his brother’s widow. The reason Henry VII did not break off the engagement publicly, though, was because he did not want to repay the first installment of her dowry from her marriage to Arthur. Ferdinand, finally obtaining the papal dispensation, sped up the process to get the marriage under way, yet Henry continued to balk, demanding payment of the second dowry installment. He also claimed that Prince Henry was underage at the time of the agreement and thus, nothing was binding. It seemed that the wedding would never happen. Katherine began to get better. She had been too sick to spend much time with her betrothed, but now they were able to see each other. Despite the seven-year age difference, they discovered they truly enjoyed each other’s company. A worried Henry, still desiring a better match for the prince, sent Katherine to the country. He gave Ferdinand a deadline for the dowry payment, but then extended the deadline indefinitely. In April 1509, Henry VII died of tuberculosis and Prince Henry was named the new king. Urged by the privy council to marry Katherine, Henry VIII visited the princess and privately asked her to become his wife. They had a secret ceremony on June 11,1509, keeping the marriage quiet as Henry was still in mourning for his father. On the June 15, Katherine made her first appearance in court as the new queen of England, after a long and arduous eight years.
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