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INTRODUCTION


It’s difficult not to use the word “BIG” when discussing Texas. Just consider that it is over 900 miles from the northern border of the Panhandle to Brownsville in the Rio Grande Valley and more than 800 miles from Texarkana to El Paso. It’s easy to drive all day and not get out of Texas. Not only are there wide ranges of temperatures in this expansive land, but there are distinct differences between East and West Texas—mostly high rainfall in East Texas and very little in West Texas. This also means that pH is a factor, mostly alkaline in West Texas and acid in East Texas.


Soils that are sandy in areas of high rainfall (more than 30 inches per year) tend to become acid. These soils often need lime to raise the pH. Heavy, clay soils in these same areas are usually neutral to slightly alkaline in pH because basic or alkaline ions aren’t leached out the way they are in sandy soil. In West Texas these basic ions (calcium, magnesium, sodium, etc.) stay put and result in a high pH, and in many cases they contribute to a high soluble salt problem as well. Adding lots of organic matter to garden beds and leaching the soil with irrigation water helps.


Soil depth is another consideration. Rainfall helps to weather rocks and deposit the smaller particles as deep alluvial soils along rivers and streams. This means that deep soils are more typical of East Texas than West Texas. In fact, in Far West Texas, finding any substance that resembles topsoil can be a challenge. Raised beds with lots of organic matter can be constructed anywhere, but at some point sanity has to prevail. Installing an azalea bed in Van Horn, Texas, might get you into the Guinness Book of World Records as the World’s Craziest Gardener, but is it worth it?


Wind is a major factor for Texas gardening, especially on the open plains. Texas has many plains areas. According to the dictionary, a plain is an extensive treeless land region. In Texas, the High Plains and Rolling Plains make up the panhandle. The South Texas Plains extend from Uvalde to the Rio Grande Valley. To add to the confusion, some people refer to the area south of Plainview and north of the Hill Country as the South Plains (see “Trees for the South Plains”). These relatively flat, treeless areas are often subjected to extended periods of high winds. Farmers used to say on the Texas Plains: “You can throw your hat up on the side of the barn, and it will stay there all day.” That’s windy and very drying. Think how the plants must suffer in these areas without some protection.


[image: figure]


EVENING PRIMROSE


Wherever you live in Texas, it’s best to start any gardening or landscape project with a soil test. Do several soil tests if necessary. First, come up with a composite sample that represents the basic soil on your lot. Take four to six samples from areas in the landscape with similar soils, mix them together, and send in about one pint of the mix. Then you may want to collect separate soil samples from suspected problem areas or areas with significantly different soil types. This will give you a basis from which to work as you’re improving these soils with organic matter and fertilizer. The Texas A&M University Extension Soils Lab at College Station is the main facility where people have their soil tested. Many agricultural universities, even community colleges, may offer soil testing for a small fee as well. Also check with your local nursery—they may offer soil tests. See the “Resources” section of this book for the Texas A&M Soils Lab address.


All this bigness and the variations in soil and climate mean that Texas gardeners have a tremendous selection of plants to choose from and more than a few ideas about how those choices should be made. Consider, for example, that Beaumont on the east end of the Gulf Coast often gets 60 inches of rain in a year, while El Paso gardeners are lucky to get 15 inches.


Texas native plants are becoming increasingly popular, and well they should. Texas has contributed a number of species that are now common garden plants. Most recently, Japanese plant breeders have taken the Texas bluebell, Eustoma grandiflorum, renamed it Lisianthus, and developed a wide range of varieties with new colors, picotee edges, double flowers, and variable plant height. Bluebells in the wild are mostly blue to purple, with an occasional white. Now we have reds, yellows, blues, pinks, whites, and bicolors. Plant breeders have also worked wonders with Texas native columbines (especially Aquilegia longissima), annual phlox (Phlox drummondii), Gaillardia spp., Coreopsis, and Salvia farinacea. What’s next? Pink, white, and Aggie Maroon bluebonnets have been selected from wild populations and grown as separate colors in isolated fields, so these pure colors are now available in addition to the regular blue bluebonnets. Could a burnt-orange one be on the horizon? Not likely, but University of Texas graduates can still dream.


One might deduce that it would be easy enough to take all the good lists of plants developed in other books in this series and just use them in Texas, what with our wide range of conditions. The main factor that precludes us from doing that is the extremely variable Texas climate. In the Panhandle, winter temperatures may be similar to those in the northeastern states, but these temperatures are typically combined with extreme drought and sudden changes in temperature—an early and hard freeze in the fall plus mild winter weather followed by a late and brutal spring freeze. Plants have to be tough to survive in Texas gardens year round, or we plant them as annuals and enjoy them in season. At least a Texas garden doesn’t have to be boring!


THE PLANT LISTS


Coming up with consistent and up-to-date scientific names for the plant lists in this book has been a real challenge. We’ve used Hortus Third as a primary reference, but it is getting old and a lot of names have been changed over the last thirty years. It’s also not very useful for a lot of native plants, many of which are just now being discovered in the landscape industry. Poring through other references, we have seen different names or spellings used in the same book for the same plant. There are often so many variations in terminology for the same plant, it’s not difficult to understand how this happens. We’ve tried to list the most current scientific name first, with outdated names in brackets [ ] if they are still in use.


The first word of the scientific name is the genus (the taxonomic name ranking below family) followed by the species. The abbreviation spp. is used to indicate most of the species within a genus. Plants within a species are generally capable of interbreeding, so they are closely related. Beyond this, we have included cultivar names if they have significant attributes compared to the common species. The terms cultivar and variety are often used synonymously, although cultivar is the most recent of the terms. It is used to designate a horticulturally derived form of a plant, as distinguished from a natural (or found) variety. Cultivar names are usually enclosed in single quotation marks. For example, ‘Profusion’ Zinnia (Zinnia elegans × angustifolia).


Other designations you will encounter in plant names are x and hyb. Both abbreviations indicate a hybrid. When it comes to perennials and woody plants, the hybrid designation typically means that two dissimilar plants were crossed to produce a superior offspring. This often occurs within a single generation, although rose hybrids often involve several generations and a more complex family tree.


Hybrid vegetable varieties and annual flower hybrids are developed as separate inbred parents. One marigold may have big flowers but poor plant form. The other parent may have disease resistance but small flowers. They are combined to produce seed that will have most of the good characteristics from both parents in one plant (the F1 generation). If you save seed of these varieties, the offspring in this next generation (F2 generation) will be wildly different. It’s not a good idea to save seed from hybrid petunias or tomatoes, for example. Since perennials and woody plants are usually not propagated from seed, we don’t have to worry about this divergence of genetic characteristics. We just grow them from cuttings, divide them, or propagate them by grafting or budding them to seedling rootstock. They’re clones, in other words. Deciding whether to apply x or hyb. to the names of these plants is mostly a matter of tradition (what is most common in the literature).


In a number of the lists you will see plants with “Annual” or “Tropical” included in the zone description. This means that they are used as annuals in the zones not specifically mentioned. Generally, if you see “Annual” in the zone description, it indicates a perennial that is worth using as an annual. Some perennials are too expensive or hard to come by; others don’t mature and bloom quickly enough to be worth trying as annuals. Plants with “Tropical” added to the zone description would be long-lasting perennials or woody plants in the tropics, but because they bloom quickly or have attractive foliage, they are worth using farther north as summer annuals.


A SHOPPING LIST


This book is designed to be a shopping list. In most cases you won’t find all the information you will need about a particular plant in this book. If we had included all the details, this book would be the size of Texas and would come with its own cart. It was often hard to hold back contributors. They wanted to include every little detail. As much as possible we’ve honored their lists, but some material has gone onto the editorial “cutting-room floor.”


The important thing is that this book gives you someplace to start. The title of each list indicates the use category. The list gives you a plant’s common and scientific names, usually followed by the gardening zones in which the plant will do well. Common names can be confusing. We’ve tried to use the most common “common name,” but don’t be surprised if there are a few inconsistencies. Some plants have several common names that are used frequently.


The Internet is a wonderful place to research more information on plants. Texas A&M’s http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu is one of the best sources of information on plants for Texas, and it includes lots of wonderful links, too.


Also check out the library. Texas and the South are much better represented by books and magazines than they used to be. Rather own the books? Check with local book stores, or you can buy almost any book, including many that are out of print, through Internet suppliers like Amazon.com and BN.com.


BOOKS FOR YOUR GARDEN LIBRARY


In the past, gardeners south of the Mason-Dixon line had to extrapolate information from books written for England or New England. Then a few regional books began to appear on the shelves, and now a number of books have been written specifically for the needs of Texas gardeners. However, it’s still typical to walk into a bookstore and find that the majority of garden books are still written for New England or the Midwest. Savvy gardeners are rebelling, though. Even regional books are shunned in favor of books written by local authors. To help you learn more about the plants and techniques listed in this book, consider the following titles for your gardening library.


Must Have for Basic Reference


Adams, William D., and Thomas LeRoy. Commonsense Vegetable Gardening for the South. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing, 1995.


Drees, Bastiaan M., and John A. Jackman. A Field Guide to Common Texas Insects. Houston, Texas: Gulf Publishing, 1998.


Odenwald, Neil, and James Turner. Southern Plants. Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Claitor’s Publishing, 1987. (Available from Claitor’s by writing to them at Box 3333, Baton Rouge, LA 70821.)


Welch, William C. Perennial Garden Color. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing, 1989.


Simpson, Nan Booth, and Patricia Scott McHargue. Great Garden Sources for Texans. Portland, Oregon: TACT, 1999.


Sperry, Neil. Neil Sperry’s Complete Guide to Texas Gardening. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing, 1991.


Wasowski, Sally, with Andy Wasowski. Native Texas Plants: Landscaping Region by Region. Houston, Texas: Gulf Publishing, 1991.


Others for Special Interests


Ajilvsgi, Geyata. Butterfly Gardening for the South. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing, 1990.


Armitage, Allan M. Herbaceous Perennial Plants, 2nd ed. Champaign, Illinois: Stipes Publishing, 1998.


Bowen, Mark, with Mary Bowen, Habitat Gardening for Houston and Southeast Texas. Houston, Texas: River Bend Publishing, 1998.


Evans, Douglas B. Cactuses of Big Bend Park. Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press, 1998.


Gentry, Howard Scott. Agaves of Continental North America. Flagstaff, Arizona: University of Arizona Press, 1982.


Gouge, Dawn H., Kirk A. Smith, and Don Wilkerson. Field Guide to the Insects, Mites and Mollusks of Nursery, Floral and Greenhouse Crops B-6089. College Station, Texas: Texas A&M University, 1999.


Hatch, Stephan L. Checklist of the Vascular Plants of Texas. College Station, Texas: Texas A&M University, 1990.


Hill, Madeline, and Gwen Barclay. Southern Herb Growing. Houston, Texas: Shearer Publishing, 1987.


Hunter, C. D. Suppliers of Beneficial Organisms in North America (1994 ed.). California EPA, Dept. of Pesticide Regulation, 1020 N. Street, Room 161, Sacramento, CA 95814-5604; 916-324-4100.


Hutson, Lucinda. The Herb Garden Cookbook. Houston, Texas: Gulf Publishing, 1998.


Jones, David L. Encyclopedia of Ferns. Portland, Oregon: Timber Press, 1997.


Jones, David L., and Dennis Stevenson. Cycads of the World. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1993.


Meerow, Alan W. Betrocks Guide to Landscape Palms. Library binding, 1992.


Mickel, John. Ferns for American Gardens. New York: Macmillan, 1994.


Nash, Helen, with Steve Stroupe. Plants for Water Gardens: The Complete Guide to Aquatic Plants. New York: Sterling Publishing, 1998.


Ogden, Scott. Gardening Success with Difficult Soils—Limestone, Alkaline Clay, and Caliche. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing, 1992.


Palmer, Stanley J. Palmers Hibiscus in Colour. Queensland, Australia: Lancewood Publishing, 1997.


Pope, Thomas, Neil Odenwald, and Charles Fryling Jr. Attracting Birds to Southern Gardens. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing, 1993.


Riffle, Robert Lee. The Tropical Look: An Encyclopedia of Dramatic Landscape Plants. Portland, Oregon: Timber Press. 1998.


Simpson, Benny J. A Field Guide to Texas Trees. Austin, Texas: Texas Monthly Press. 1988.


Squire, Sally McQueen. A Gardener’s Guide to Growing Bulbs on the Gulf Coast. Houston, Texas: River Bend Publishing, 1998.


Tveten, John, and Gloria Tveten. Butterflies of Houston and Southeast Texas. Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press, 1996.


Tveten, John, and Gloria Tveten. Wildflowers of Houston. Houston, Texas: Rice University Press, 1993.


Vanderplank, John. Passion Flowers. Boston, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1996.


Welch, William C. Antique Roses for the South. Dallas, Texas: Taylor Publishing, 1990.


Weniger, Dell. Cacti of Texas and Neighboring States. Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press, 1984.


MAGAZINES


Texas gardeners are fortunate to have two magazines devoted to gardening in the state. Both of them should be on your “to order” list.


Chris Corby’s Texas Gardener, P.O. Box 9005, Waco, TX 76714.


Neil Sperry’s Gardens and More, P.O. Box 864, McKinney, TX 75070-0864.


Another magazine published in Texas is Pecan South, P.O. Drawer CC, College Station, TX 77841.


ADDITIONAL HELP


The Texas Agricultural Extension Service, a division of the Texas A&M University system, is represented in virtually every county in the state. It has knowledgeable people, bulletins, and fact sheets to help you with your gardening questions. Also check with area nurseries, landscape designers, botanical gardens, and plant societies.


If you’re new to an area, it shouldn’t take more than a few weeks to find out who the local plant enthusiasts are. They are relatively easy to find. Check the local paper—chances are if there’s a gardening column, the author is one of the local gardening experts. Also, call the County Extension Office. They can help with many of your gardening questions, and in the urban counties there may be a horticulturist on the staff. Find out if they offer a Master Gardener program. If they do, you’ll have located lots of garden enthusiasts and potential new friends. Ask the Extension Agent or Master Gardeners about plant societies. In larger towns and cities, you’ll find hibiscus groups, daylily groups, and orchid and camellia enthusiasts. A native plant society may be close by, and garden clubs are everywhere. Ask about garden seminars and local plant experts at the nursery, too. Chances are, the nursery sponsors workshops several times a year.


Not every plant listed in this book is readily available. Most should be, but it takes time to bring a plant from discovery to availability. A number of sources are listed in the “Resources” section at the back of this book, but companies and organizations come and go. Don’t forget the Internet. If you can’t find it there, it may not exist beyond someone’s plant collection.


A gardener’s book of lists can never be complete. There will always be new plant varieties, and current varieties may fade away. Our greatest fear is that we may have overlooked the obvious. Fortunately, with so many contributors, the potential for this flaw is minimized. The lists in this edition are exhaustive. Still, as this project is coming to a close, we can’t help wishing we had another year to work on it, or maybe two or three.


THE ZONE MAP


The accompanying Texas zone map was developed from the U.S. National Arboretum website version of the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map. It’s meant to be a simplified, practical map of Texas growing zones that works for most plants. Tropical plants and plants that are marginal because of their sensitivity to heat or to soil factors such as pH or salt concentration no doubt need a more sophisticated system, but even the most detailed zone map won’t work all the time for all plants. Zone maps are guidelines, and plants (like all biological systems) are difficult to explain in mathematical terms.


The North (N) zone on our map includes USDA zones 6a, 6b, and 7a. The Central (C) zone includes zones 7b and 8a. The Coastal South (CS) region takes in 8b and 9a. The Rio Grande Valley (V) is 9b. Qualifiers like “n” (north, or upper) and “s” (south, or lower) help to delineate which portion of the zone a plant is most likely to survive in.


Additional qualifiers “e” (east) and “w” (west) have been added to this book’s zone designations to reflect the importance of rainfall and soil pH. Most soils in East Texas are neutral to acid in pH. In West Texas the soils tend to be alkaline. The east and west qualifiers are very significant for Texas. East Texas gardeners can grow far more species than gardeners in West Texas. In Far West Texas, the lack of rainfall can play a significant roll in plant hardiness. It generally stays dry in the fall, so plants aren’t pushed into the first hard freeze while making a lush spurt of growth. The opposite often happens in the east and along the upper Gulf Coast. Eucalyptus species are a good example of plants that have limited use in Texas because of their tendency to burst forth in a rainy fall only to get zapped by the first hard freeze.


Plant stress caused by drought, pest infestations, or low soil fertility can affect a plant’s hardiness, too. Moreover, temperate climate plants need a certain amount of chilling in the winter to cause them to break dormancy. Fruit trees, in particular, are often referred to by their chill-hour requirements—the number of hours below 45 degrees F but above freezing. Other plants usually aren’t referred to by their chill-hour requirements, but they are affected to some extent. Peonies, for example, aren’t likely to ever be grown in the Valley—or in Houston, for that matter.


Gardeners are famous for creating microclimates. The microclimate could be as simple as an area on the south side of the house, protected from wind and moderated from cold, or it could be a conservatory. Lots of new homes have atriums—a genuine, packaged microclimate. Even tall trees and shrub borders contribute to the microclimate effect. Raised beds, rich with organic matter and fitted out with an irrigation system, improve the soil microclimate.


Heat, humidity, depth of topsoil, and impenetrable subsoils are all factors that affect our ability to grow specific plants. Some of them we can deal with; others we can’t. The USDA has a new Heat Zone map, and in the future it will prove to be a valuable tool in determining where a plant will grow. Currently it hasn’t been used enough to categorize many plants by heat zone.


Most plants in the book are coded to the zones indicated on the accompanying map. Annuals aren’t, and some tropicals are listed as annuals or tropicals, since they aren’t reliably hardy anywhere in Texas. Some specialty lists don’t have codes. Some lists, such as “High Plains Daylilies” and “Trees for West Texas,” are for specific areas. Plants included in the Coastal Bay lists will grow close to the coast from Orange to Brownsville but not necessarily on the beachfront. These plants will grow in other areas of Texas, too, and are included in many lists with the appropriate zones listed.


Within the four basic zones, the following combinations might exist:












	North, N


	Nn (6b plus 6a), Ns (7a)







	Central, C


	Cn (7b), Cs (8a), Cw, Ce, Csw, Cse, Cnw, Cne







	Coastal South, CS


	CSn (8b), CSs (9a), CSw, CSe, CSsw, CSse, CSnw, CSne







	Rio Grande Valley, V


	V (9b)










If the qualifiers seem a bit confusing, take comfort in the fact that they aren’t used much. Personally, our favorites are Ns for North southern, and Nn for North northern. They sound funny, but it’s a simpler abbreviation than N (upper) or N (lower).


Geographically, the following cities are located within these specific hardiness zones. If a plant description includes this zone, there is a good chance the plant will grow here. However, it should not be presumed that only plants with these specific zone codes are suitable for these cities. Cities can be located in a specific zone, but plants are adapted to much wider zones, in all cases. For example, plants designated CS will grow fine in Houston even though they are not specifically coded CSse. Dallas–Fort Worth is difficult to code because it falls essentially on the zone line for north and south. It should be noted that in some cases, success with a particular plant is contingent on special soil preparation with extra organic matter and pH adjustment.












	Amarillo


	Nn







	Beaumont


	CSse







	Brownsville


	V







	Dallas-Fort Worth


	Ce







	El Paso


	CSw







	Houston


	CSse







	Lubbock


	Ns







	Midland–Odessa


	Cnw







	Nacogdoches


	Cse







	San Antonio–Austin


	CSnw







	Tyler


	Cse










Remember, this book is a shopping list. There is a lot more to learn about every plant listed on these pages. Talk to nursery professionals, landscape designers, Extension Agents, Master Gardeners, and the most prized of all—the plant enthusiast. Many of them are credited in this book; many others are yet to be discovered. Often they can be found in plant society groups like The Hemerocallis Society, The Cactus and Succulent Society, The Camellia Society, The Orchid Society, The Hibiscus Society, and similar organizations. Don’t hesitate to make notes in this book. There are bound to be a few mistakes and lots of disagreements, so customize your edition to reflect your experiences.
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MIMOSA


Some twenty-nine years ago one of the authors of this book blurted out on a local TV show, “You can’t grow apples in Houston.” A week later, a one-sentence letter arrived that said, “You otta see the apples on West 18th Street!” Telling gardeners they can’t grow something is likely to prove embarrassing in the long run, though we’re still tempted to say, “You can’t grow peonies in Houston.” Zone designations aren’t definitive statements about where the determined gardener can force something to grow; they’re just guidelines.
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ANNUAL COLOR


Annual color can come from a variety of plants. Not all of the plants listed in this chapter are annuals in a botanical sense. It has become very popular, for example, to use tropicals just for the summer, knowing that you will have to move them into the greenhouse or lose them with the first freeze.


Some plants that are perennial in other climates—for example, delphiniums—can be grown along the Gulf Coast as annuals. However, this requires that they be planted in the fall for spring bloom. Then they die out in the summer heat. This only works in areas of Texas where winter temperatures are not extreme—basically in the Coastal South and Valley regions. Other perennials act more like short-lived perennials or annuals in Texas gardens. For example, columbines (Aquilegia) are considered perennial in most areas of the country, but in Texas even native columbines are treated more like annuals that sometimes come back and often reseed. Foxglove (Digitalis) is more of an annual for us, too.


Lots of annual color relies on the foliage. Coleus (Solenostemon or Coleus) varieties, especially the new sun-tolerant types like ‘Alabama Sunset,’ are very popular these days. Annual amaranth (Amaranthus) is spectacular as a background plant, even if it is a first cousin to pigweed. Polka-dot plant (Hypoestes) looks super in shade or partial shade. Many tropicals can be grown for annual color. Some, like the pentas, are grown for bright flowers; others, like Persian shield (Strobilanthes), are grown for their foliage (see Gary Outenreath’s list, “The Foliage of Moody Gardens”).


A great many bulbs can be used for annual color in Texas gardens, but some of the traditional bulbs like tulips and hyacinths need to be coaxed with special treatment if they are going to perform in warm-winter areas. Tulips and most hyacinths grow best in these areas if they are chilled in the refrigerator for sixty to ninety days before planting. The absolute reference on this topic is Sally McQueen Squire’s A Gardener’s Guide to Growing Bulbs on the Gulf Coast.


Because the lists in this chapter are of plants used as annuals, hardiness zone designations are not included.


Basic Cultural Requirements


•  Good soil preparation is basic to any garden endeavor. Either mix 6 to 8 inches of compost with the existing soil or build raised beds 8 to 12 inches deep and fill them with a soil mix bought in bulk from a local supplier. It’s always a good idea to have your soil tested before planting, whether you’re planting in raised beds or regular ground beds (see the “Resources” section in this book for soil testing information).


•  Select annuals based on their cool- or warm-season requirements. Cool-season annuals would include pansies, snapdragons, dianthus, larkspur, cornflower, poppies, and sweetpeas. These are planted in the fall in most areas of the state, except Far North Texas. Petunias, nigella, allysum, flowering tobacco, geraniums, nasturtiums, baby’s breath, and calendulas like cool weather but won’t stand a hard freeze. Planted in the fall, they’ll do fine in a mild winter from the Gulf Coast south, but in a hard winter they may freeze all the way to the Valley. From the South Plains north, they are planted in the early spring after the danger of frost has passed, for early summer color. Almost everything else is planted in the spring for summer bloom. Some plants like periwinkles, caladiums, and tropicals used as annuals insist on being planted after the soil has thoroughly warmed up.


•  Try using slow-release fertilizer tablets or pellets one inch under transplants at planting time to ensure season-long growth. The new fertilizer sprayers that attach to a hose are great as well. They can be used to supplement slow-release fertilizers, or use them biweekly throughout the season. If you use soluble, granular fertilizers, be careful to keep them away from the base of the plant, and water them in immediately after application.


•  Remove spent flowers (deadhead) before they go to seed to encourage continuous blooming.


•  Start early to control weeds, insects, and disease pests before they negate your efforts.


•  Install a low-volume irrigation system (drip or micro-sprinkler) and mulch, mulch, mulch!


ANNUALS FOR ALKALINE SOIL


Many Texas gardens are based on alkaline soils. Adding lots of organic matter in the form of compost is a good idea, but the alkalinity tends to creep back in. Sure, you can mix in up to five pounds of sulfur per 100 square feet of bed area, and some apple growers in the Hill Country even tried to ward off Cotton Root Rot with sulfuric acid applications, but eventually the roots grow out of the acidified zone or the alkalinity comes back. Scott Ogden, who lives and gardens in New Braunfels has compiled an excellent text entitled Gardening Success in Difficult Soils—Limestone, Alkaline Clay, and Caliche. To learn more about growing plants in soils with high pH, and how and why pH affects plants, I would recommend his book.


For Fall Planting


Bachelor’s-Button (Centaurea cyanus)


Larkspur (Consolida spp.)


Calliopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria)


California Poppy (Escholzia californica)


Lisianthus (Eustoma grandiflorum)


Blanket Flower (Gaillardia pulchella)


Scarlet Flax (Linum grandiflorum)


Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritima)


Money Plant (Lunaria annua)


Texas Bluebonnet (Lupinus texensis)


Stock (Matthiola incana)


Love-in-a-Mist (Nigella damascena)


Opium Poppy (Papaver somniferum)


Annual Phlox (Phlox drummondii)


For Spring Planting


Arkansas Lazy Daisy (Aphanostephus skirrhobasis)


Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)


Cosmos (Cosmos bipinnatus)


Klondike (Cosmos sulphureus)


Dahlberg Daisy (Dyssodia tenuiloba)


Gomphrena (Gomphrena globosa)


Melampodium (Leucanthemum [Melampodium] paludosum)


Tahoka Daisy (Machaeranthera tanacetifolia)


Gloriosa Daisy (Rudbeckia hirta)


Mexican Sunflower (Tithonia rotundifolia)


Narrowleaf Zinnia (Zinnia angustifolia)


Zinnia (Zinnia elegans)


Chippendale Daisy (Zinnia haageana)
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BACHELOR’S-BUTTON




Scott Ogden, the author of Gardening Success in Difficult Soils: Limestone, Alkaline Clay, and Caliche, notes that spring planting is not appropriate for some annuals. “The harsh, dry conditions typical of limestone soils in summer are too brutal for many moisture-loving plants to endure. . . . Such annuals reverse the season: they germinate in fall, grow through the winter months, flower in spring, and go dormant in summer.”





ANNUALS FOR BEGINNERS


First-time gardeners need some early successes. Otherwise they may give up and never realize how fascinating and therapeutic a garden can be. These flowers are super tough. Most are best if grown from transplants, but even rank beginners can grow zinnias from seed.


Plants marked with an asterisk (*) should be planted in the cool-season garden—fall for most Texas gardens, early spring in North Texas.


Abelmoschus (Abelmoschus moschatus)


Ageratum (Ageratum houstonianum)


Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)*


Wax-Leaf Begonia (Begonia × semperflorens)


Madagascar Periwinkle (Catharanthus roseus)


Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)


Coleus (Coleus × hybridus)


Annual Dianthus (Dianthus spp.)*


Blue Daze (Evolvulus glomeratus [nuttalianus])


Gomphrena (Gomphrena globosa)


Touch-Me-Not (Impatiens balsamina)


Impatiens (Impatiens wallerana)


Lantana (Lantana spp.)


Melampodium (Leucanthemum [Melampodium] paludosum)


Pentas (Pentas lanceolata)


Petunia (Petunia × hybrida)


Annual Phlox (Phlox drummondii)*


Moss Rose (Portulaca grandiflora)


Annual Salvia (Salvia splendens)


Wishbone Flower (Torenia fournieri)


Verbena (Verbena × hybrida)


Pansy (Viola × wittrockiana)*


Narrowleaf Zinnia (Zinnia angustifolia)


‘Profusion’ Zinnia (Zinnia elegans × angustifolia)




Norm Arnold, owner of Glorious Gardens Inc. in Houston, is a master at creating colorful gardens with a variety of annuals and perennials. “Fall/winter/spring is one long season to me,” he says. “After the initial fall flourish of color, there are about six weeks in the winter when the snaps just sort of set there, the foxgloves and hollyhocks just fill out but not up, and a few other plants don’t seem to do much. During that period, pansies, kale and a few other winter lovers carry the show. Then, magically, spring takes hold and everything bursts into life.”





BULBS FOR CENTRAL TEXAS


Phil Huey, who provided these bulb lists for Central Texas, has tucked many a bulb into the soil during his career as a horticulturist and former assistant director for the Dallas Parks and Recreation Department. “The only way to really know if a bulb is adaptable to your area is to grow it in your own garden,” Phil points out. “Don’t be afraid to grow new, untried varieties. You just might be pleasantly surprised.” The following are some of his favorites.


Fragrant Daffodils


Hundreds of readily available daffodils are adapted to Central Texas, with a wide choice of color, size, shape, and fragrance. “Make a point to select some daffodils for your garden based on fragrance alone,” Phil Huey advises. “You won’t be disappointed! Many varieties are available either through local garden centers or catalogue sources. Look particularly for daffodils in Division 7 and 8—these two of the twelve daffodil divisions include the bulk of the fragrant daffodils.” (For a complete list and explanation of daffodil divisions, see the box accompanying this list.) Colors can be yellow, white, or combinations of both, and some have cups of a contrasting color—particularly orange. Phil recommends the following daffodils for their fragrance.
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Caladiums


According to Phil Huey, “The most frequently planted bulb for summer color in the shade in Central Texas is the caladium. It is always a dependable plant to brighten shady spots in the garden.” These are Phil’s favorite caladium varieties.
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Daffodil/Narcissus Divisions


The classification of daffodils and narcissus established by the Royal Horticultural Society of Great Britain—and adopted by the American Daffodil Society and worldwide bulb growers—breaks Narcissus into the basic groups, or divisions, described below.


•  Division 1. Trumpet daffodil—One large flower to a stem; cup (trumpet) is as long or longer than the petals (perianth); 13 to 19 inches high.


•  Division 2. Large-cup daffodil—One large flower to a stem; cup more than one-third of the total length of the petals; 14 to 20 inches high.


•  Division 3. Small-cup daffodil—One flower per stem; cup less than one-third of the length of the petals; 14 to 18 inches high.


•  Division 4. Double daffodil—All types that have more than one layer of petals with the appearance of double flowers; one or more flowers per stem.


•  Division 5. Triandrus Narcissus—The hybrid descendants of the species N. triandrus; one to six dainty flowers per stem; slender foliage; 8 to 15 inches tall.


•  Division 6. Cyclamineus Narcissus—The hybrid descendants of the species N. cyclamineus; one nodding flower with a tiny tubelike cup per stem with petals curving back from the wavy-edged cup; 8 to 15 inches tall.


•  Division 7. Jonquilla Narcissus—The descendants of N. jonquilla; two to six sweetly scented flowers on long, slender stems; narrow foliage; cup between one-third and two-thirds the length of a petal; 11 to 17 inches high.


•  Division 8. Tazetta Narcissus, or Poetaz Narcissus—Descendants of species N. tazetta; clusters of four to eight sweetly scented flowers; cups shorter than the length of the petals; 15 to 17 inches high.


•  Division 9. Poeticus Narcissus, or ‘Poet’s Narcissus’—One fragrant flower per stem; flattened, shallow cup.


•  Division 10. Species and wild forms and wild hybrids.


•  Division 11. Corona daffodils of garden origin.


•  Division 12. Miscellaneous daffodils—All daffodils not falling into any other division.





Tulips


Two groups of tulips can be grown successfully in Texas from Central Texas north. The first group consists of botanical or species tulips. These are mostly low-growing, small-flowered tulips that will multiply and rebloom each year. The following are some of Phil Huey’s recommendations for botanical or species tulips.
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Some of the May-flowering tulips bloom well in Central Texas. Precooling of the bulbs for 45 days prior to planting is recommended. These tulips are tall, up to 28 inches, with large flowers. Even though they may rebloom for a few seasons, they should be considered annuals. Phil recommends the following varieties.
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ANNUALS FOR SUNNY, HOT, DRY PLACES


The plants in this list are the really tough ones. Some, lantana for example, may need pruning back a time or two through the season, but otherwise the plants on this list need almost no care except for weeding the beds. If too many old flowers begin to look unsightly, deadheading (removing the old blooms) can make the planting look new again within a few weeks.


Several of these plants, like lantana and firebush, are tropical or semi-tropical perennials, but they are most commonly used in Texas gardens as annuals.


Abelmoschus (Abelmoschus sakensis)


Amaranth, Joseph’s-Coat (Amaranthus tricolor)


Angel Mist, Angel Flower (Angelonia angustifolia)


Dutchman’s-Pipe (Aristolochia spp.)


Wax-Leaf Begonia (Begonia × semperflorens)


Plume Cockscomb (Celosia cristata ‘plumosa’)


Flamingo Feather (Celosia spicata)


Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)


Alabama Sunset Coleus, Red Ruffles Coleus (Coleus alabamensis × hybridus)


Firefly Cuphea (Cuphea hybridum)


Cigar Plant (Cuphea micropetala)


Blue Daze (Evolvulus glomeratus [nuttallianus])


Blanket Flower (Gaillardia pulchella)


Gomphrena (Gomphrena spp.)


Firebush (Hamelia patens)


Red Shield Hibiscus (Hibiscus acetosella)


Impatiens (Impatiens wallerana)


Moonflower (Ipomoea alba)


Cypress Vine (Ipomoea quamoclit)


Morning Glory (Ipomoea tricolor)


Hyacinth Bean (Lablab purpurea [Dolichos lablab])


Lantana (Lantana spp.)


Lavender Popcorn Lantana (Lantana trifolia)


Blackfoot Daisy (Melampodium leucanthum)


Mina (Mina lobata)


Pavonia (Pavonia lasiopetala, P. praemorsa)


Purple Fountain Grass (Pennisetum setaceum ‘rubrum’)


Pentas (Pentas lanceolata)


Moss Rose (Portulaca grandiflora)


Purslane (Portulaca oleracea)


Castor Bean (Ricinus communis)


Gloriosa Daisy (Rudbeckia hirta)


Mexican Bush Sage (Salvia leucantha)


‘Blue Wonder’ Scaevola (Scaevola aemula)


Dahlberg Daisy (Thymophylla [Dyssodia] tenuiloba)


Mexican Sunflower (Tithonia rotundifolia)


‘Summer Wave’ Blue Wishbone Flower (Torenia fournieri)


Peruvian Verbena (Verbena peruviana)


Narrowleaf Zinnia (Zinnia angustifolia)
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MEXICAN SUNFLOWER


ANNUALS FOR THE BEACH


The key to selecting annuals for a beach home is choosing those that can withstand battering winds and salt spray. (Imagine growing wispy spikes of larkspur at sea.) The ocean breeze blows swiftly and consistently, but the plants in this list can take it. Their neat, low habit, sturdy stems, and rugged or waxy leaves have been proven to withstand salty air.


Of course, you can always cheat and grow your beach annuals behind protective walls in microclimates. But mixing lots of compost with the soil helps. Chances are, you will have plenty of seaweed to work with, and there are stables everywhere in Texas, even at the beach.


Ageratum (Ageratum houstonianum)


Wax-Leaf Begonia (Begonia × semperflorens)


Ornamental Cabbage (Brassica oleracea ‘acephala’)


Calendula (Calendula officinalis)


Mexican Heather (Cuphea hyssopifolia)


Yellow Ice Plant (Delosperma cooperi)


Blanket Flower (Gaillardia pulchella)


Gazania (Gazania rigens)


Lantana (Lantana spp.)


Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritima)


Annual Phlox (Phlox drummondii)


Moss Rose (Portulaca grandiflora)


Purslane (Portulaca oleracea)


Dusty-Miller (Senecio cineraria)


Verbena (Verbena × hybrida)




Moss rose, or portulaca (Portulaca grandiflora), is a heat-tolerant, spreading annual that grows 4 to 6 inches tall. According to Kathy Huber, garden editor of the Houston Chronicle, “Portulaca comes in all colors except blue. The brilliantly colored flowers sit slightly above needle-like succulent foliage and may be single or double. The flowers open in sun and close in the afternoon. At least one variety, ‘Afternoon Delight,’ remains open longer.” Kathy says to give these annuals sun and a sandy soil for the best results. “Purslane (Portulaca oleracea) is a relative with broader succulent foliage and single, colorful flowers. It is especially suitable for the coastal garden.”






COOL-SEASON ANNUALS


Too many gardeners fail to take advantage of the tremendous cool-season flowers that we can grow. This list gets pretty short in Amarillo—maybe pansies protected by a coldframe during the winter—but for gardeners in the lower half of the state, most of these flowers are easy to grow and have fewer weeds and other pests.


Don’t forget that cool-season flowers need fertilizer. Using slow-release plant tabs under the transplants is a good idea, but you may also want to get out the foliar fertilizer sprayer for a quick boost when we have long periods of mild winter weather.


If a hard freeze threatens, get out old blankets, hay, or straw and cover the beds for a night or two. A new product called a frost blanket is especially handy. Also, plants need moisture to survive cold temperatures. We often have a rain just before the cold front settles in, but if it is dry and windy, water thoroughly.


Will sprinkler irrigation really save tender plants from a freeze? Yes, but the parameters are narrow. The irrigation must continue through the freezing period and then continue until the temperature warms up above freezing. If temperatures drop below the mid 20s F, you may create ice sculptures. Never go out the morning after a hard freeze and hose off your plants. The rapid change in temperature can cause cells to rupture.


Plants marked with an asterisk (*) in this list are tolerant of the hardest frosts.


Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)


English Daisy (Bellis perennis)*


‘Bright Lights’ Swiss Chard (Beta vulgaris)


Osaka Mustard (Brassica spp.)


Ornamental Cabbage and Kale (Brassica oleracea ‘acephala’)*


Calendula (Calendula officinalis)


Bachelor’s-Button (Centaurea cyanus)


Wallflower (Cherianthus cheiri)


Rocket Larkspur (Consolida ambigua)


Cyclamen (Cyclamen spp.)


Cardoon (Cynara cardunculus)


Chinese Forget-Me-Not (Cynoglossum amabile)


Belladona Delphinium (Delphinium elatum × Delphinium grandiflorum)


Dianthus (Dianthus chinensis)*


Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea)


Sweet Pea (Lathyrus odorata)


Linaria, Toadflax (Linaria maroccana)


Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritima)


Stock (Matthiolla × hybrida)


Forget-Me-Not (Myosotis sylvatica)*


Poppy (Papaver spp.)


Hardy Geranium (Pelargonium × hortorum)


Petunia (Petunia × hybrida)


Annual Phlox (Phlox drummondii)


German Primrose (Primula obconica)


Nasturtium (Tropaeolum majus)


Viola (Viola cornuta)*


Johnny-Jump-Up (Viola tricolor)*


Pansy (Viola × wittrockiana)*


WAIT TILL IT’S REALLY WARM TO PLANT THESE


A few plants can’t stand the cool of early spring. If you set them out too early, they just won’t grow. Sometimes the plants are stunted; sometimes the problem is a soil-borne disease. Periwinkles, for example, are much more susceptible to Aerial Phytophthora when planted before April or May. Wait until two to three weeks after the last frost before you plant the following.


Firetail (Acalypha pendula, A. repens)


Love-Lies-Bleeding (Amaranthus caudatus)


Joseph’s-Coat (Amaranthus tricolor)


Caladium (Caladium × hortulatum)


Madagascar Periwinkle (Catharanthus roseus)


Crested Cockscomb (Celosia cristata)


Gomphrena (Gomphrena globosa)


Cat’s Whiskers (Orthosiphon stamineus)


Wishbone Flower (Torenia fournieri)


Narrowleaf Zinnia (Zinnia angustifolia)


Zinnia (Zinnia elegans)




“Irresistible and pest-free, torenia (Torenia fournieri) is a must for the summer garden. The foot-tall plants produce small, deeply cupped flowers that are white rimmed in rose, purple, or blue, or are pale blue with deep blue rims. The throat is splashed with yellow. The stamens form a wishbone, therefore the common name ‘wishbone flower.’ Torenia also is known as the summer pansy. This small plant blooms nonstop in partial sun or bright shade in a fertile, moist garden soil, and the plants reseed eagerly. The blooms are ideal for small vases.”


—Kathy Huber, garden editor, Houston Chronicle






TEXAS SPECIALTY CUT FLOWERS


Frank and Pamela Arnosky, owners of Texas Specialty Cut Flowers, generate an impressive gross income from their eight acres of cutting flowers near Blanco. They also generate a lot of perspiration, and expenses can run to 80 percent of gross. The profits come mostly from sales in Austin and San Antonio, so not only do the flowers have to be grown and harvested with considerable effort, but they have to be delivered. Fast delivery is hard work, but it also gives them an advantage. Because these locally grown flowers are delivered the same day they are picked, they are more beautiful and last longer than cut flowers that have been shipped long distances. Frank and Pam are sticklers about quality. That’s why they have been so willing to help other folks interested in the cut flower business. They don’t want people to buy a Texas-grown cut flower and be disappointed. If the consumer is dissatisfied with the product, it hurts everyone’s business in the long run.


The Arnoskys deal with some hardships, but they savor their independent lifestyle. In years past, many of our productive, hard-working members of society got their start on a farm. They had chores to do in addition to homework, and it all helped to build a strong work ethic. Even with all the hard work, the Arnoskys still have to remind themselves occasionally: “We live in the beautiful Texas Hill Country, and we’re making a living.”


Frank and Pam are constantly trying new flowers and new varieties. The following are some of their most reliable favorites.


‘Colorado,’ ‘Credo’ Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)


‘Blue Horizon’ Ageratum (Ageratum houstonianum)


‘Spring Giant’ Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)


‘Chief Mix’ Crested Cockscomb (Celosia cristata)


‘Giant Imperial’ Larkspur (Consolida ambigua)


Calliopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria)


‘Magnus’ Echinacea (Echinacea purpurea)


‘Echo Series’ Lisianthus (Eustoma grandiflorum)


Gladiolus (Gladiolus × hortulanus)


Gomphrena (Gomphrena globosa)


‘Sunbright’ Sunflower (Helianthus annuus)


Single Mexican Tuberose (Polianthes tuberosa)


‘Indian Summer’ Rudbeckia (Rudbeckia hirta)


Mexican Sage (Salvia leucantha)


‘Gold Coin’ African Marigold (Tagetes spp.)


‘Benary’s Giant’ Zinnia (Zinnia elegans)


ANNUALS FOR FRAGRANCE


Fragrance can make an indelible mark on one’s impression of a garden. Most garden fragrances come out at night—they’re the siren calls for moths and other night pollinators. Four-o’clocks, moonvine, and night-blooming jasmine have a wonderful, intense sweetness. Moths, it would seem, have good taste in fragrances. By the light of day there are petunias, sweet peas, sweet alyssum, and banana shrub (Michelia) to lure you into the garden.
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SWEET PEA


For Spring Fragrance


Pink (Dianthus spp.)


Sweet William (Dianthus barbatus)


Heliotrope (Heliotropium arborescens)


Sweet Pea (Lathyrus odoratus)


Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritima)


Stock (Matthiola spp.)


Petunia, especially white (Petunia × hybrida)


For Summer Fragrance


Moonflower (Ipomoea alba)


Four-O’clock (Mirabilis jalapa)


Flowering Tobacco (Nicotiana alata)


Argentine Nicotiana (Nicotiana sylvestris)


Petunia, heat tolerant (Petunia × hybrida)


For Fall Fragrance


Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia maritima)


Petunia (Petunia × hybrida)


KATHY HUBER’S FAVORITE SUMMER ANNUALS


Kathy Huber, garden editor for the Houston Chronicle, recommends the plants in this list as the summer annuals that have performed most consistently. Most are easy to grow. For prolific bloomers, Kathy recommends ange Ionia: “This Mexican native likes a well-draining soil and sun to partial sun. Mature height is 15 to 24 inches. Prune lightly to shape, if needed, and to encourage another full round of blooms.” In warm winters, angelonia may prove a tender perennial.


Pentas have a long bloom season. “Pest-free and long-flowering, pentas produce rounded clusters of tiny, star-shaped flowers in shades of pink, violet, red, or white against large, dark-green leaves, spring to frost. Given an organically enriched, well-draining soil, they require little attention. Plant en masse for more effective showing. Pentas also work well in pots. Butterflies love them. Morning sun to bright shade is best. Mature height is 2 to 3 feet, but the showy pink dwarf varieties and the more subtle lavender dwarfs are attractive.”












	Angelonia (Angelonia spp.)


	purple spires, spring to frost







	Blue Daze (Evolvulus glomeratus [nuttalianus])


	bright blue flowers, gray-green foliage







	Caladium (Caladium × hortulanum)


	fancy foliage in combination colors







	Periwinkle (Catharanthus roseus)


	pink, rose, red, lavender, or white pinwheel flowers







	Plume Ceiosia (Ceiosia cristata ‘plumosa’)


	red, yellow, rosy-lavender, or buff plumes







	Crested Cockscomb (Ceiosia cristata)


	flamboyant red, yellow, orange, or purple plumes







	Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)


	unusual protruding stamens, seed capsules







	Coleus (Coleus × hybridus)


	colorful foliage, spring to frost







	Cosmos (Cosmos sulphureus)


	orange, yellow, white, or pink flowers







	‘Batface’ Cuphea (Cuphea llavea)


	flowers with reddish-orange ears, dark purple face







	Globe Amaranth, Gomphrena (Gomphrena globosa)


	purple, red, orange, lavender-pink, or white clover-like flowers







	Impatiens (Impatiens wallerana)


	red, pink, orange, lavender, or white flowers







	Melampodium, Medallion Plant (Leucanthemum [Melampodium] paludosum)


	yellow daisy-like flowers, bright-green foliage







	Pentas (Pentas lanceolata)


	pink, violet, red, or white star-shaped flowers







	Moss Rose, Portulaca (Portulaca grandiflora)


	brilliant flowers, needle-like succulent foliage







	Chocolate Plant (Pseuderanthemum alatum)


	silver-splotched brown foliage, brilliant purple flowers







	Torenia (Torenia fournieri)


	white cupped flowers rimmed in rose, purple, or blue; or pale blue with deep blue rims







	‘Crystal White,’ ‘Profusion Orange,’ ‘Profusion Cherry’ Zinnia (Zinnia angustifolia)


	prolific blooms, mounding plants












For colorful foliage, Kathy Huber, garden editor of the Houston Chronicle, recommends caladiums and coleus. “Caladiums were once a shade-garden item only, but some varieties of these leafy tuberous plants have shown some tolerance for sun. Plant after the soil warms in spring in an organically enriched, well-draining soil. Keep the soil moist during the growing season. Remove flowers when they appear. Plants mature to 1 or 2 feet. When the foliage declines, some gardeners lift the tubers, air dry, and store in sawdust in a cool, well-ventilated place.” Caladiums sport foliage combinations of pink, red, white, and green.


“Coleus, an old standby, has attracted attention in more recent years as many colorful cultivars for sun and shade have become available,” advises Kathy. “Hard to beat for easy growth and color spring to frost Just water as needed, remove flower stalks—it’s great foliage you’re after—and pinch to promote bushiness. Mix various varieties in a bed, or work in with summer flowers. Look for lower-growing, spreading ducksfoot varieties—the shape of the foliage resembles that of a duck—as well as upright types with larger leaves. Heights vary from 1 to 3 feet.”





EVERLASTING FLOWERS


These flowers are the perfect way to extend the gardening season. Their petals are tough and papery, so they are easy to air dry and keep around the house for years. Most need to be cut when the blossoms are partially open and should be tied in bundles and hung to dry. In the humid eastern part of the state, they will need to be dried indoors. Colors will fade slightly, but the flowers retain a pastel look that is reminiscent of gardens and days gone by.


Winged Everlasting (Ammobium alatum)


Safflower (Carthamus tinctorius)


Cockscomb (Celosia argentea)


‘Flamingo Feather’ Cockscomb (Ceiosia spicata)


Drumstick Flower (Craspedia chrysantha)


Globe Amaranth (Gomphrena globosa)


Strawflower (Helichrysum spp.)


Statice (Limonium sinensis)


Money Plant (Lunaria annua)


Bells-of-Ireland (Molucella laevis)


Love-in-a-Mist (Nigella damascena)


Poppy (seed pods) (Papaver somniferum)


Star Flower (Scabiosa stellata)


ANNUALS THAT DO WELL IN THE SHADE


Shade is such a relative thing. Most shade-loving annuals really like a little dappled sun if they can get it. For really deep shade, stick with impatiens, tropicals like chocolate plant and Persian shield, and light-colored caladiums. The caladium varieties on this list are complex hybrids. The strap-leaf varieties (with the exception of ‘Pink Symphony’) can take full sun in high-rainfall areas and include some Caladium picturatum genetics.


Winter shade offers special opportunities, especially in the Coastal South and the Rio Grande Valley. Deciduous trees lose their leaves, providing sun in areas that may have been heavily shaded in the summer, and it’s a gentler winter sun, shorter in duration and at a lower angle than the sun in summer.


Plants in this list that do well in partial shade are marked with an asterisk (*). Partial shade means dappled shade through scattered trees, or areas with morning sun. The rest of the plants in this list would tolerate full shade all day.
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FLOWERING TOBACCO


Summer Annuals for Shade


Achimenes (Achimenes × hybrida)*


Wax-Leaf Begonia (Begonia × semperflorens)*


Strap-Leaf Caladium (Caladium × hortulanum)*


Caladium (Caladium × hortulanum)


Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)


Coleus (Coleus × hybridus)*


Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea)*


Gerbera Daisy (Gerbera jamesonii)


Polka-Dot Plant (Hypoestes phyllostachya)


Impatiens (Impatiens wallerana)


Jacobinia (Justicia carnea)


Flowering Tobacco (Nicotiana alata, N. sylvestris)*


Pentas (Pentas lanceolata)*


Plectranthus (Plectranthus spp.)


Chocolate Plant (Pseuderanthemum alatum)


Scarlet Sage (Salvia splendens)*


Persian Shield (Strobilanthes dyeranus)


Black-Eyed Susan Vine (Thunbergia alata)*


Wishbone Flower (Torenia fournieri)*


Cool Season Annuals for Shade


Cyclamen (Cyclamen persicum)


Forget-Me-Not (Myosotis spp.)


Johnny-Jump-Up (Viola tricolor)


ANNUALS YOU CAN PLANT IN THE HEAT OF SUMMER


It’s surprising, but some plants that really suffer in the summer are capable of getting started at this time if set out as seedlings. No doubt seedling vigor and regular attention are factors in making this happen, but it does seem a bit strange. Hybrid marigolds are usually covered with spider mites in the summer from a spring planting, but small plants or seeds planted in the heat seem to miss the window for infestation and perform beautifully in the fall.


Plants in this list that are followed by an asterisk (*) may also be grown from seed sown directly in the garden. Caladiums, impatiens, and wishbone flower (Torenia fournieri) will need some shade.


Abelmoschus (Ablemoschus moschatus)


Joseph’s-Coat (Amaranthus tricolor)


Wax-Leaf Begonia (Begonia semperflorens)


Caladium (Caladium × hortulanum)


Ornamental Pepper (Capsicum annuum)


Madagascar Periwinkle (Catharanthus roseus)


Wheat or Feather Cockscomb (Celosia spicata)


Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)*


Coleus (Coleus × hybridus)


Mexican Heather (Cuphea hyssopifolia)


Blue Daze (Evolvulus glomeratus [nuttalianus])


Indian Blanket (Gaillardia pulchella)


Gomphrena (Gomphrena globosa)*


Sunflower (Helianthus annuus)*


Impatiens (Impatiens wallerana)


Moonflower (Ipomoea alba)*


Morning Glory (Ipomoea purpurea)*


Hyacinth Bean (Lablab purpurea [Dolichos lablab])*


Lantana (Lantana camara)


Melampodium (Leucanthemum [Melampodium] paludosum)


Ornamental Basil (Ocimum basilicum)*


Pentas (Pentas lanceolata)


Plectranthus (Plectranthus spp.)


Moss Rose (Portulaca grandiflora)*


Purslane (Portulaca oleracea)


Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)


Marigold (Tagetes spp.)


Dahlberg Daisy (Thymophylla [Dyssodia] tenuiloba)


Mexican Sunflower (Tithonia rotundifolia)*


Wishbone Flower (Torenia fournieri)


‘Profusion’ Zinnia (Zinnia elegans × angustifolia)*




[image: figure]

“Soil preparation is the key to success anywhere in Texas, but along the Brazos River bottom we have everything from sand to clay gumbo. The soil is often striped or multilayered, and it takes 6 to 8 inches of organic matter worked into these soils to make them friable enough to grow beautiful flowers. Once you’ve added the organic matter, clay soils are great for holding nutrients and water.”


—Stephanie Gebhardt, horticulturist, Sealy





ANNUALS FOR HANGING BASKETS


This list is mainly composed of annuals, but there are some short-lived perennials and tropicals included. All of these plants have a trailing growth habit that is perfect for hanging pots and baskets—a pleasing focal point for deck, patio, or porch.


Strawberry Firetail (Acalypha pendula)


Golden Sprite Allamanda (Allamanda cathartica × neriifolia)


Lazy Daisy (Aphanostephus skirrhobasis)


Angel-Wing Begonia (Begonia × argenteo-guttata)


Bougainvillea (Bougainvillea × buttiana)


Periwinkle (Catharanthus roseus)


Dwarf Plumbago (Ceratostigma plumbaginoides)


Spider Plant (Chlorophytum comosum)


Ornamental Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas)


Lantana (Lantana camara)


Ivy Geranium (Pelargonium peltatum)


Petunia (Petunia × hybrida)


Plectranthus (Plectranthus spp.)


Trailing Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis)


Scaevola (Scaevola aemula)


‘Blue Princess’ Verbena (Verbena × hybrida)


Narrowleaf Zinnia (Zinnia angustifolia linearis)


TALLEST ANNUALS FOR THE BACK OF A BORDER


The rules of garden design tell us to plant the tallest annuals in the back of a bed so that we don’t hide smaller plants. If the bed is viewed from all sides, then you will probably want to put your tallest annuals in the center of the bed. Actually, the vegetable garden is a great place for tall annuals, especially any that need staking or those that are planted for use as cut flowers. Interestingly, plant breeders are working to make annuals shorter, not taller, because of the trend toward smaller lots. Smaller annuals are also easier to handle in cell packs. This is important to commercial growers and retailers because big plants outgrow their small pots quickly. However, if you’re a gardener looking for tall flowers (3 to 4 feet) to create that cottage garden look, here are a few.


Hollyhock (Alcea rosea)


‘Powderpuff Mix’ Hollyhock (Alcea rosea)


Joseph’s-Coat (Amaranthus tricolor)


‘Rocket Hybrid Mix’ Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)


Wheat or Feather Cockscomb (Ceiosia spicata)


Cornflower, Bachelor’s-Button (Centaurea cyanus)


Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)


Cosmos (Cosmos bipinnatus)


Delphinium, fall planted (Delphinium × cultorum)


Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea)


Sunflower (Helianthus annuus)


Red Shield Hibiscus (Hibiscus acetosella)


‘Zebrina’ Compact Hollyhock (Malva sylvestris)


Argentine Nicotiana (Nicotiana sylvestris)


Purple Fountain Grass (Pennisetum setaceum ‘rubrum’)


Castor Bean (Ricinus communis)


Mexican Sunflower (Tithonia rotundifolia)




Cleome (Cleome hasslerana) are favorites of Kathy Huber, garden editor of the Houston Chronicle, who says that this tall, old-fashioned annual adds 3 to 5 feet of height to the back of the border. The unusual flower has extremely long, protruding stamens, therefore the common name ‘spider flower.’ The petals curl up as day passes. Slender seed capsules follow the blooms. If allowed to dry on the plant, the pod will split and several seedlings will follow. Or allow the pods to dry on the plant, then collect for future sowing. Sun or partial sun and a well-draining soil help ensure success.”





ANNUALS FOR NATURALIZING


Annuals that reseed can be a blessing or a nuisance. The cornflowers (bachelor’s-buttons) that came up behind Grandpa’s tool shed were nice because they bloomed their heads off in the spring and didn’t require any care. The purslane that reverts to a tiny-flowered weed is, however, a weed! The following are more blessing than nuisance, and most are easy to get rid of if you tire of them.


Bidens (Bidens spp.)


Bachelor’s-Button (Centaurea cyanus)


Cleome (Cleome hasslerana)


Rocket Larkspur (Consolida ambigua)


Calliopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria)


Cosmos (Cosmos bipinnatus)


Blanket Flower (Gaillardia pulchella)


Gomphrena (Gomphrena globosa)


Melampodium (Leucanthemum [Melampodium] paludosum)
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