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Dedication

To my parents, who will proudly display this book 
on their coffee table despite its title.





Introduction

When our loved ones talk about their inane daily activities, we pay lip service to their incessant babble. When the barista screws up our coffee order, we convince ourselves that’s what we really wanted anyway. And when our bosses ask us to work on the weekend, we smile politely and thank them for the opportunity to spend more time away from our families. In a world overflowing with awful drivers, taxes, crying babies, and street performers, most of us have learned to bite our tongues. But some a**holes aren’t afraid to tell the rest of the world precisely what they think.

Throughout history thousands of a**holes have stood up in defiance of decorum and etiquette to denounce everything from friends and family to work and politics. You expect that behavior from characters like Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin, and Mae West, but here you’ll also find quotes from normally nice guys who lost their cool. (After all, if you find yourself screaming at the moron who cut you off in traffic, how can you expect high-profile figures like Walt Disney, Mahatma Gandhi, and Princess Diana to be perfectly perfect in every way?) So whether you want to join the ranks of these irreverent a**holes or just laugh in shock (and maybe even a little bit of awe) at the outrageously inappropriate words they’ve spouted off, you’ll find what you’re looking for here.

Political satirist P. J. O’Rourke said that you should “always read something that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it.” The Quotable A**hole is not that book. But it is a place where you can embrace your dark side—and learn to love every overconfident, overblown, over-the-top a**hole comment that you’ll ever need to know. Enjoy!





PART 1

DEALING WITH DICKS

I like long walks, especially when they are taken by people that annoy me.

—Fred Allen, American comedian






CHAPTER 1 
FAMILY


Most people love their family members. They share your genetic material after all, and they shower you with unconditional love when times are tough. But just because a group of people are related to you doesn’t mean you’re thrilled with everything they do. Chances are, at one point or another, either your siblings or an errant uncle have shown up to an important event late, hungover, and wearing last night’s clothes; your kids have screamed “I hate you!”; or your spouse has overdrawn your bank account … or at the very least forgotten to load the dishwasher. But the good news is that you are not alone. In fact, while it may seem like you are the first poor sap who had to deconstruct his pool table to make room for his mother-in-law, billions of people before you have dealt with family dicks. Most deal with the situation with a well-timed eye roll or a blowout that quickly blows over, but some a**holes take things to a whole other level with quotes like the following:

The problem with the gene pool is that there’s no lifeguard.

—DAVID GERROLD, AMERICAN SCIENCE FICTION AUTHOR

If you don’t believe in ghosts, you’ve never been to a family reunion.

—ASHLEIGH BRILLIANT, AMERICAN CARTOONIST

I don’t know half of you half as well as I should like, and I like less than half of you half as well as you deserve.

–BILBO BAGGINS,THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING

I don’t have to look up my family tree, because I know that I’m the sap.

—FRED ALLEN, AMERICAN COMEDIAN

Family love is messy, clinging, and of an annoying and repetitive pattern, like bad wallpaper.

—FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in another city.

—GEORGE BURNS, AMERICAN COMEDIAN AND ACTOR

Having children makes you no more a parent than having a piano makes you a pianist.

—MICHAEL LEVINE, AMERICAN AUTHOR

A family is a terrible encumbrance, especially when one is not married.

—PRINCE PAUL, OSCAR WILDE’S VERA, OR THE NIHILISTS

Santa Claus has the right idea—visit people only once a year.

—VICTOR BORGE, DANISH COMEDIAN
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We’ve been through so much together, and most of it was your fault.

—ASHLEIGH BRILLIANT, AMERICAN CARTOONIST

Some people stay longer in an hour than others can in a week.

—WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS, AMERICAN AUTHOR

While there certainly isn’t a set of guidelines for grading fathers, you can determine a lot by their behavior. For example, a dad who takes his kid outside for catch and an ice cream is probably doing a pretty good job. But a dad who sends his son to the corner store with $5 and a note that says “A pack of Camels for me and M&Ms for the kid” might be doing it wrong. No matter where your dad falls on the spectrum, it’s important to realize that every father has his faults, and those faults shape us into the men and women we grow up to be, but some people haven’t been so polite about the issue… .

The place of the father in the modern suburban family is a very small one, particularly if he plays golf.

—BERTRAND RUSSELL, BRITISH PHILOSOPHER

To be a successful father, there’s one absolute rule: when you have a kid, don’t look at it for the first two years.

—ERNEST HEMINGWAY

Dad always thought laughter was the best medicine, which I guess is why several of us died of tuberculosis.

–JACK HANDEY, AMERICAN COMEDIAN
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I never know what to get my father for his birthday. I gave him a $100 and said, “Buy yourself something that will make your life easier.” So he went out and bought a present for my mother.

—RITA RUDNER, AMERICAN ACTRESS AND COMEDIAN

I remember the time I was kidnapped and they sent a piece of my finger to my father. He said he wanted more proof.

—RODNEY DANGERFIELD, AMERICAN COMEDIAN

My father had a profound influence on me. He was a lunatic.

—SPIKE MILLIGAN, IRISH COMEDIAN

Most mothers spend a lot of time kissing boo-boos and reading bedtime stories. But for some a**holes, dear old Mom can seem more like Mommie Dearest. If you want to use these words to talk about your own mom, feel free. But be careful if you decide to go this route. You know how your mom reacts when you do something as small as not calling her for a few weeks. We can only imagine how the following will go over.

Food, love, career, and mothers, the four major guilt groups.

–CATHY GUISEWITE, AMERICAN CARTOONIST

The mother of three notoriously unruly youngsters was asked whether or not she’d have children if she had it to do over again. Yes, she replied. But not the same ones.

—DAVID FINKELSTEIN, PROFESSOR AT THE GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

My second favorite household chore is ironing, my first being hitting my head on the top bunk bed until I faint.

—ERMA BOMBECK, AMERICAN HUMORIST

The lullaby is the spell whereby the mother attempts to transform herself back from an ogre to a saint.

–JAMES FENTON, ENGLISH POET

Damn you, vile woman! You’ve impeded my work since the day I escaped from your wretched womb.

—STEWIE GRIFFIN, FAMILY GUY

My mother’s great. She has the major looks. She could stop you from doing anything, through a closed door even, with a single look. Without saying a word, she has that power to rip out your tonsils.

—WHOOPI GOLDBERG
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There’s something wrong with a mother who washes out a measuring cup with soap and water after she’s only measured water in it.

—ERMA BOMBECK, AMERICAN HUMORIST

At present time, there is no test you need to take or a form you need to fill out in order to produce children. Either through calculated planning or due to inexpensive prophylactics, millions of people become parents every year. And rest assured, somewhere down the line, their offspring will have something to say about it.

Parents are the last people on earth who ought to have children.

—SAMUEL BUTLER, VICTORIAN NOVELIST

If you’ve never been hated by your child, you’ve never been a parent.

–BETTE DAVIS

Everybody knows how to raise children, except the people who have them.

—P. J. O’ROURKE, AMERICAN POLITICAL SATIRIST

My parents only had one argument in forty-five years. It lasted forty-three years.

—CATHY LADMAN, AMERICAN COMEDIAN

Adults are just obsolete children and the hell with them.

—DR. SEUSS

Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn’t have anything to do with it.

—HAIM GINOTT, ISRAELI CHILD PSYCHOLOGIST
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Because of their size, parents may be difficult to discipline properly.

—P. J. O’ROURKE, AMERICAN POLITICAL SATIRIST

Children aren’t happy without something to ignore, and that’s what parents were created for.

—OGDEN NASH

There’s no greater joy you can experience than holding a newborn child and knowing that this living, breathing extension of the heart was created through the miracle of life and love. This feeling usually lasts about fifteen seconds before said miracle spits up on your sleeve and needs a diaper change. In most cases, said child is handed back to his or her parents with a smile and a “Don’t worry about it.” But in some cases, that smile is followed up with a dry-cleaning bill and a comment like one of the following:

Always end the name of your child with a vowel, so that when you yell, the name will carry.

–BILL COSBY

Having one child makes you a parent; having two, you are a referee.

—DAVID FROST, BRITISH JOURNALIST

Raising kids is part joy and part guerrilla warfare.

–ED ASNER, AMERICAN ACTOR

My kids always perceived the bathroom as a place where you wait it out until all the groceries are unloaded from the car.

—ERMA BOMBECK, AMERICAN HUMORIST

I married your mother because I wanted children; imagine my disappointment when you came along.

—GROUCHO MARX

A two-year-old is kind of like having a blender, but you don’t have a top for it.

—JERRY SEINFELD
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I knew I was an unwanted baby when I saw that my bath toys were a toaster and a radio.

–JOAN RIVERS

Before I got married, I had six theories about bringing up children; now I have six children and no theories.

—JOHN WILMOT, ENGLISH POET

If you wonder where your child left his roller skates, try walking around the house in the dark.

—LEOPOLD FECHTNER, AMERICAN AUTHOR

An ugly baby is a very nasty object—and the prettiest is frightful.

—QUEEN VICTORIA

Most children threaten at times to run away from home. This is the only thing that keeps some parents going.

—PHYLLIS DILLER, AMERICAN COMEDIAN AND ACTRESS

Human beings are the only creatures on earth that allow their children to come back home.

–BILL COSBY

Never raise your hand to your children—it leaves your midsection unprotected.

—ROBERT ORBEN, AMERICAN MAGICIAN AND COMEDIAN

Contraceptives should be used on every conceivable occasion.

—SPIKE MILLIGAN, IRISH COMEDIAN

I never met a kid I liked.

–W. C. FIELDS

No single convention has spawned such bitter hatred as the concept of in-laws, and rightfully so. It’s bad enough when a blood relative asks for a favor, but few things make the blood boil more than when your mother-in-law wants to join you on your anniversary weekend away or your father-in-law insists that he can fix your car better than your well-trained auto mechanic. And while you can’t say no, there are certainly plenty of other things you can say—or at least think—while you set your mechanic’s number to speed dial.

A relationship with your father-in-law is tough. You need to prove you can stand up to him, while being respectful. It’s like walking a tightrope, which by the way I can do, because I went to trapeze school.

—PHIL DUNPHY,MODERN FAMILY

Humor is always based on a modicum of truth. Have you ever heard a joke about a father-in-law?

—DICK CLARK

I told my mother-in-law that my house was her house, and she said, “Get the hell off my property.”

—JOAN RIVERS

American couples have gone to such lengths to avoid the interference of in-laws that they have to pay marriage counselors to interfere between them.

—FLORENCE KING, AMERICAN NOVELIST

Honolulu—it’s got everything. Sand for the children, sun for the wife, sharks for the wife’s mother.

—KEN DODD, BRITISH COMEDIAN

I saw six men kicking and punching the mother-in-law. My neighbor said, “Are you going to help?” I said, “No, six should be enough.”

–LES DAWSON, BRITISH COMEDIAN

I should, many a good day, have blown my brains out, but for the recollection that it would have given pleasure to my mother-in-law; and, even then, if I could have been certain to haunt her—but I won’t dwell upon these trifling family matters.

—LORD BYRON

Of all the peoples whom I have studied, from city dwellers to cliff dwellers, I always find that at least 50 percent would prefer to have at least one jungle between themselves and their mothers-in-law.

—MARGARET MEAD

Adam was the luckiest man; he had no mother-in-law.

—MARK TWAIN
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The only reason my mother-in-law wasn’t on Noah’s Ark was because they couldn’t find another animal that looked like her.

—PHYLLIS DILLER, AMERICAN COMEDIAN AND ACTRESS

When you think of grandparents, you may think of handknit sweaters and hot tea. Or porch swings and storytelling. But maybe, instead, you think of garrulous old men and women who don’t know how to use the Internet and can’t hear anything you have to say. But just because they can’t hear doesn’t mean you should say nasty things behind their backs … like the following a**holes did.

The woman who tells her age is either too young to have anything to lose or too old to have anything to gain.

–CHINESE PROVERB

If I’d known I was going to live this long, I’d have taken better care of myself.

—EUBIE BLAKE, AMERICAN JAZZ MUSICIAN

Old men are dangerous: It doesn’t matter to them what is going to happen to the world.

—GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, IRISH PLAYWRIGHT AND AUTHOR

I want to die in my sleep like my grandfather … Not screaming and yelling like the passengers in his car.

—WILL SHRINER, AMERICAN COMEDIAN

Why do grandparents and grandchildren get along so well? They have the same enemy—the mother.

—CLAUDETTE COLBERT, FRENCH ACTRESS
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The denunciation of the young is a necessary part of the hygiene of older people, and greatly assists the circulation of the blood.

—LOGAN P. SMITH, AMERICAN WRITER AND CRITIC

Sometimes the only thing greater than spending time with the people you love the most is spending time without them. This may seem counterintuitive, but there’s a lot to be said for solitude. Unfortunately, many of you have wives, and husbands, and pets, and girlfriends, and taxes, and children … things that will not wait until halftime. So when your relaxing evening is interrupted by a torrent of inane babble, you have two choices: Pause the game, collect your patience, and deal with the situation at hand, or follow in the footsteps of one of the following a**holes and throw out one of these quotes:

I don’t know, I don’t care, and it doesn’t make any difference!

—ALBERT EINSTEIN

Sometimes I need what only you can provide: your absence.

—ASHLEIGH BRILLIANT, AMERICAN CARTOONIST

I don’t want to be alone; I want to be left alone.

—AUDREY HEPBURN

Men want the same thing from their underwear that they want from women: a little bit of support, and a little bit of freedom.

—JERRY SEINFELD

Failing to be there when a man wants her is a woman’s greatest sin, except to be there when he doesn’t want her.

—POPE PAUL VI

I feel so miserable without you; it’s almost like having you here.

—STEPHEN BISHOP, AMERICAN SINGER AND SONGWRITER

The right to be let alone is indeed the beginning of all freedom.

—WILLIAM ORVILLE DOUGLAS, ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT






CHAPTER 2 
FRIENDS


For the most part, friends are the family you wish you had. They listen to your problems, let you cry on their shoulders, and support you when you get into trouble. But although your friends may have your back, that doesn’t mean that they don’t test your patience. Sure, your buddy helped you move into your first apartment, but don’t forget the time he got drunk at Thanksgiving dinner and told your kids they were adopted. You’d think that when all was said and done, most people would be nice to the people who stand by them through thick and thin. (After all, they know all about your secret collection of Star Trek memorabilia and your inappropriate obsession with Cyndi Lauper, and they can use this information to destroy you.) But, believe it or not, there are a**holes out there who throw caution to the wind and repay their friends with comments like the following:

I don’t trust him. We’re friends.

—BERTOLT BRECHT, GERMAN POET AND PLAYWRIGHT

My friends? There are no friends.

–COCO CHANEL

It is in the thirties that we want friends. In the forties we know they won’t save us any more than love did.

—F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

When a man laughs at his troubles, he loses a great many friends. They never forgive the loss of their prerogative.

—H. L. MENCKEN, AMERICAN JOURNALIST
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The holy passion of friendship is of so sweet and steady and loyal and enduring a nature that it will last through a whole lifetime, if not asked to lend money.

—MARK TWAIN

The statistics on sanity are that one out of every four Americans is suffering from some form of mental illness. Think of your three best friends. If they’re okay, then it’s you.

—RICHARD BACH, AMERICAN AUTHOR

Men kick friendship around like a football, but it doesn’t seem to crack. Women treat it like glass and it goes to pieces.

—ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH, AMERICAN AVIATOR AND WIFE OF CHARLES LINDBERGH

I notice my wife when she’s on the phone with her friends. Man, they will share every intimate detail of their lives with each other. See, men, once we become friends with another man, we may never say another word to him, unless there’s valuable information that needs to be exchanged. Things like, “Hey, Jim, your shirt’s on fire.”

—JEFF FOXWORTHY, AMERICAN COMEDIAN

Brutal honesty is something that can really only be shared between two close friends. When your wife or girlfriend asks you if she looks fat, the last thing she wants is an honest answer. But if you can’t trust your friends to tell you what they really think, then whom can you trust? They usually say what they mean—and vice versa. But you may still want to avoid throwing daggers like the following:

’Tis a great confidence in a friend to tell him your faults; greater to tell him his.

–BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

You even called me stupid in your verse, and I’m almost agreeing, for where stupidity is involved, you are quite an expert, friend.

—FRANZ GRILLPARZER, AUSTRIAN WRITER

He doesn’t get ulcers—he gives them.

—HENNY YOUNGMAN, BRITISH COMEDIAN

It takes two people to ruin a perfectly good day. First a person who says something downright nasty about you, and second, a dear friend who makes sure you hear about it immediately.

—UNKNOWN

Everyone has a right to be stupid. Some people abuse the privilege.

—JOSEPH STALIN

There’s a great power in words, if you don’t hitch too many of them together.

—HENRY WHEELER SHAW, AMERICAN HUMORIST

Sometimes I’m so sweet even I can’t stand it.

—JULIE ANDREWS

Working with Julie Andrews is like getting hit over the head with a valentine.

—CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER, CANADIAN ACTOR

I don’t need a friend who changes when I change and who nods when I nod; my shadow does that much better.

—PLUTARCH

You may not realize it when it happens, but a kick in the teeth may be the best thing in the world for you.

—WALT DISNEY

Nestled snuggly amid your closest allies lies a small cesspool of parasites colloquially referred to as frenemies. Part friend, part enemy, these are the friends you love to hate. You may never know why they harbor such ill will toward you, but rest assured they gather together to plot your downfall on the second Sunday of every month. However, some a**holes make the ballsy decision to throw that verbal dagger right in the face of their frenemies. If you decide to do the same, borrow one of the following to make the most impact.

Why don’t you bore a hole in yourself and let the sap run out?

—GROUCHO MARX

He is one of those people who would be enormously improved by death.

—H. H. MUNRO, BRITISH AUTHOR WHO WROTE UNDER THE PEN NAME “SAKI”

Your father should have pulled out.

—JOHN WAYNE

Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools talk because they have to say something.

—PLATO

The difference between a misfortune and a calamity? If Gladstone fell into the Thames, it would be a misfortune. But if someone dragged him out again, it would be a calamity.

—BENJAMIN DISRAELI, FORMER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER REFERRING TO HIS SUCCESSOR, WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE

“Be yourself” is about the worst advice you can give some people.

—THOMAS L. MASSON, AMERICAN AUTHOR

[image: ]

I’d call him a sadistic, hippophilic necrophiliac, but that would be beating a dead horse.

—WOODY ALLEN

If I found her floating in my pool, I’d punish my dog.

—YOKO ONO

No friendship, however strong, is immune to the little green monster of jealousy. Even if you’ve known your best friend since you were both in diapers, chances are, you’re still going to throw up a little in your mouth when your buddy gets yet another promotion while you’re boss still can’t remember your name. But is the problem the jealousy itself, or the fact that most keep it pent up inside? The following a**holes certainly felt it was the latter.

Most people enjoy the inferiority of their best friends.

—LORD CHESTERFIELD, SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BRITISH NOBLEMAN

Probably no man ever had a friend that he did not dislike a little.

—EDGAR WATSON HOWE, AMERICAN NOVELIST

If you cannot answer a man’s argument, all is not lost; you can still call him vile names.

–ELBERT HUBBARD, AMERICAN WRITER

The chief excitement in a woman’s life is spotting women who are fatter than she is.

—HELEN ROWLAND, AMERICAN JOURNALIST
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Laughing at our friends, we avenge the disappointment they have caused.

–MASON COOLEY, ENGLISH PROFESSOR AND WRITER

It is very easy to endure the difficulties of one’s enemies. It is the successes of one’s friends that are hard to bear.

—OSCAR WILDE

Fail, and your friends feel superior. Succeed, and they feel resentful.

—MASON COOLEY, ENGLISH PROFESSOR AND WRITER

While not everyone can claim to have hundreds of friends, most people have at least a few—even if they are imaginary. With so many people entering into the social contract of friendship, it stands to reason there must be some benefit—even if that benefit is minimal. But what do a**holes like about their friends? How do they express their appreciation? Read on.

A good friend can tell you what is the matter with you in a minute. He may not seem such a good friend after telling.

—ARTHUR BRISBANE, AMERICAN NEWSPAPER EDITOR

’Tis the privilege of friendship to talk nonsense, and have her nonsense respected.

—CHARLES LAMB, BRITISH AUTHOR

A true friend is one who overlooks your failures and tolerates your success.

—DOUG LARSON, AMERICAN COLUMNIST

It is so pleasant to come across people more stupid than ourselves. We love them at once for being so.

—JEROME K. JEROME, ENGLISH AUTHOR

It is one of the blessings of old friends that you can afford to be stupid with them.

—RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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He’s the only man I ever knew who had rubber pockets so he could steal soup.

—WILSON MIZNER, AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHT

Whereas most people love other people and value their friendships, there are some crotchety, misanthropic a**holes out there who feel that the average friend is about as useful as a paraplegic in a three-legged race. And these curmudgeons aren’t afraid to tell their “friends” what they really think of them.

His mother should have thrown him away and kept the stork.

–MAE WEST

And if I had a gun, with two bullets, and I was in a room with Hitler, Bin Laden, and Toby, I would shoot Toby twice.

–MICHAEL SCOTT, THE OFFICE

I lay it down as a fact that if all men knew what others say of them, there would not be four friends in the world.

—BLAISE PASCAL, FRENCH MATHEMATICIAN

It’s a lot like nature. You only have as many animals as the ecosystem can support, and you only have as many friends as you can tolerate the bitching of.

—RANDY K. MILHOLLAND, AMERICAN CARTOONIST MOST FAMOUS FOR THE WEBCOMIC, SOMETHING POSITIVE

Friends: people who borrow my books and set wet glasses on them.

–EDWIN ARLINGTON ROBINSON, AMERICAN POET

One good reason to only maintain a small circle of friends is that three out of four murders are committed by people who know the victim.

—GEORGE CARLIN, AMERICAN COMEDIAN

Show me a friend in need and I’ll show you a pest.

—JOE E. LEWIS, AMERICAN COMEDIAN AND SINGER

Bury the carcass of friendship: It is not worth embalming.

—WILLIAM HAZLITT, BRITISH WRITER

Some friendships are so strong that the circular narrative of life finds both parties back in diapers, laughing uncontrollably at each other’s flatulence. But alas, nothing is eternal, and even friends as close as these will someday be parted. However, for some a**holes, the death of a close friend is not a time for mourning, but instead one where they are finally free to say all the horrible, heinous things they’ve ever thought about the old bastard (may he rest in peace, of course) from day one.

I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure.

—CLARENCE SEWARD DARROW, AMERICAN LAWYER FAMOUS FOR HIS DEFENSE OF JOHN T. SCOPES IN THE “SCOPES MONKEY TRIAL”

Saying I apologize is the very same thing as saying I’m sorry. They’re the same. Unless you’re at a funeral.

—DEMETRI MARTIN, AMERICAN COMEDIAN
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Fuck this “Don’t speak ill of the dead” shit! People don’t become better when they are dead; you just talk about them as if they are. But it’s not true! People are still a**holes; they are just dead a**holes!

—IAN FRASER “LEMMY” KILMISTER, BRITISH HEAVY METAL MUSICIAN

I cannot forgive my friends for dying; I do not find these vanishing acts of theirs at all amusing.

–LOGAN P. SMITH, AMERICAN WRITER AND CRITIC

He is useless on top of the ground; he aught to be under it, inspiring the cabbages.

—MARK TWAIN

He makes a very handsome corpse and becomes his coffin prodigiously.

—OLIVER GOLDSMITH, IRISH WRITER

Old age is—a lot of crossed off names in an address book.

—RONALD BLYTHE, BRITISH WRITER AND EDITOR

He was a great patriot, a humanitarian, a loyal friend—provided, of course, that he really is dead.

–VOLTAIRE, FRENCH PHILOSOPHER

I didn’t attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it.

—MARK TWAIN
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