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Introduction

Choosing a name for your baby is one of the most important tasks you will undertake during your pregnancy because your child will have that name for the rest of his or her life. While some parents desire a name that reflects the family’s ethnic lineage, spiritual roots, or cultural heritage, others hope the name they choose will convey a sense of individuality or destiny. Some expectant couples even believe that a name sets up a vibration or energy field around the child that serves him or her throughout life. Your child’s name to some degree imparts an aspect of his or her persona to the world and may even affect interactions with others.

Whether you are drawn to old biblical names, names of historical religious figures such as Jesus’ disciples or Christian saints, names that have evolved from certain Latin words (such as those meaning honor, justice, prosperity, truth, glory, and so on), or simply names that in some way reflect the ancient world, you will find many names to choose from in this book.

Not only are over 1,000 names listed, but each entry includes the name’s origin and meaning, if it is known, as well as biblical, mythological, religious, or historic figures who had that name. Most names also list biblical citations so that you can easily locate the name in the text of the Bible. In certain instances when a name is associated with biblical narrative, an anecdote or retelling of that narrative is given.

If you already know the gender of your baby, you can narrow your search to the names of either boy or girl. While Mary remains perhaps the most popular biblical female name of all time, Hannah, Eve, Rachel, and Abigail increasingly are being chosen as notable women of the Old Testament and for their relevance in biblical history. Perhaps the most popular biblical name for a boy is Jacob. But numerous others such as Joseph, Moses, Benjamin, Adam, and Joshua are gaining ground, sometimes with unusual spellings. Biblical names from Hebrew, Arabic, Latin, Greek, and other origins have unique appeal because the name often can be traced back through centuries of use and many are preserved in Judeo-Christian tradition’s ancient and holiest book—the Bible.

Have fun reading this book, perusing the names, and discovering some of the fascinating stories found in the Bible that often illustrate some of the larger-than-life characters whose names are sprinkled throughout the Old and New Testaments.











Part One
boy
names


A

AARON (Hebrew) Exalted; enlightened. NOTABLES: Biblical brother of Moses and Miriam (Exodus 4:14). VARIATIONS: Aahron, Aaran, Aaraon, Aaren, Aarin, Aeron, Aharon, Ahran, Ahren, Aran, Arek, Aren, Aron, Aronek, Aronne, Aronos, Arran, Arren, Arrin, Arron.

Aaron Anointed as the Jews’ First High Priest

Aaron belonged to the ancient Hebrew tribe of Levi. He was the son of Jochebed and Amram. Aaron’s younger brother, Moses, was chosen by God to lead the Hebrews away from their Egyptian enslavement to freedom in Canaan. Aaron served as a diplomatic and articulate spokesperson for Moses to Pharaoh and the Hebrew people. God didn’t just empower Moses to show miraculous signs; he also blessed Aaron with that gift. At the behest of the Lord, Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and it became a serpent. Pharaoh, in turn, called upon his sorcerers and wise men to show their own signs. The Bible says that certain men serving Pharaoh “did in like manner with their enchantments. For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods” (Exodus 7:11–12).

After the Jews left Egypt and God gave Moses the Torah, or the laws of the Jewish people, Aaron became the first High Priest of Israel. He was anointed, given priestly robes, and instructed in his duties. He and his older sister Miriam continued to accompany the Jews and their leader Moses to the Promised Land. But during Moses’s extended absence on the way to Canaan, Aaron yielded to the demands of the people to produce an idol. He created a golden calf as an image of the divine that they could worship. His intention was to appease them and to prevent further dissension until Moses could return. But God punished Aaron by not permitting him to enter the Promised Land. He died in the desert just before the people crossed over into Canaan.

ABADDON (Hebrew) Knows God. NOTABLES: A beast from the abyss destined to become the angelic king Abaddon mentioned in the Book of Revelation (Revelation 9:11).

ABBA (Hebrew) Father. NOTABLES: Jesus’ name for God the Father (Mark 14:36). VARIATIONS: Abbas.

ABBEY (Hebrew) A form of Abe or Abraham. VARIATIONS: Abbe, Abbie, Abby.

ABBOTT (Hebrew) Father. VARIATIONS: Abbitt, Abbot, Abott.

ABEDNEGO (Hebrew) Servant or worshipper of Nebo. NOTABLES: A Hebrew who refused to worship the golden image that Babylonian King Nebu chadnezzar had established (Daniel 3:14–18).

ABEL (Hebrew) Breathing spirit or breath. NOTABLES: Biblical son of Adam and Eve who was the keeper of the sheep (Genesis 4:2). VARIATIONS: Abell, Able, Avel.

ABIAH (Hebrew) Child of God. VARIATIONS: Abia, Aviya.

ABIATHAR (Hebrew) Father of abundance; of plenty. NOTABLES: Biblical son of Ahimelech who showed David that King Saul had slain priests of the Lord (1 Samuel 22:20–21).

ABIHU (Hebrew) God is mine. NOTABLES: Biblical son of Aaron and Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab (Exodus 6:23).

ABIJAH (Hebrew) Possessor or worshipper of Yahweh. NOTABLES: The second son of Samuel; son of ABIJAH King Jeroboam I (1 Kings 14: 1).

ABNER (Hebrew) Father of light. NOTABLES: The captain of the host for King Saul (1 Samuel 17:55). VARIATIONS: Ab, Aviner, Avner.

ABRAHAM (Hebrew) Father of many. NOTABLES: Biblical patriarch Abraham. VARIATIONS: Abe, Abrahamo, Abrahan, Abram, Abramo, Abran, Abrao, Avraham, Avram, Avrum, Ibrahim.

ABRAM (Hebrew) Form of Abraham. NOTABLES: Original name of Abraham the patriarch.VARIATIONS: Abrams, Avram, Avrom.

Abraham Deceives Pharaoh

After God caused a great flood to cover the earth, the water that had washed iniquity from the world finally subsided. Great masses of land could again be lived upon. Noah and his family and all the plant and animal species that had escaped the deluge left the ark and began their lives anew.

Noah’s sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth and their respective wives had families. Noah’s descendants prospered and increased in number. Abram was one who prospered; he and his wife Sarai had no children, but he cared for his nephew Lot. God told Abram to leave for a new land. God would guide Abram.

Abram set off for Canaan with his family and friends, living as nomads as they traveled to Canaan. God came to Abram while he rested at the end of the long and arduous journey and told him, “Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord . . . ”(Genesis 12:7).

A famine scourged the land, so Abram and his group continued onward toward Egypt. But before entering Pharaoh’s land, Abram told Sarai that the Egyptians would see her beauty and kill him so they could give her to Pharaoh. Abram asked Sarai to tell them that she was his sister.

Just as Abram feared, Sarai was noticed by Pharaoh’s men, who carried word back to the ruler about her beauty. Pharaoh sent for Abram and Sarai. He lavished gifts on Abram but took Sarai for his wife because he believed that Sarai was Abram’s sister. The Lord sent plagues upon Pharaoh and his people because of his taking of Sarai. Sometime later when Pharaoh became ill, he asked Abram who he was that he had brought illness upon Egypt’s ruler and why hadn’t he told the truth about Sarai being his wife. Abram confessed the truth to Pharaoh.

Enraged, Pharaoh ordered Abram to take his wife and leave. Abram left Egypt and returned to the land where he had made an altar to the Lord. He and his group settled there with their animals. Abram and his nephew prospered.

Because the land could not accommodate the needs of their growing herds of cattle and sheep, people in Abram’s and Lot’s camps began bickering over the grazing rights. Abram told Lot that they should not be fighting—they belonged to the same family. Abram suggested that Lot could choose an area of land in which to settle and he, Abram, would find a place in the opposite direction. So Lot gazed at the plains of Jordan and the land that extended north that was nourished by numerous streams and was covered with trees and grass. Lot, his family, and his servants headed in that direction.

After Lot was gone, the Lord spoke to Abram. He told Abram, “Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever.” (Genesis 13:14–15) That place was the Plain of Mamre, which was also known as Hebron. It was there that Abram and his family moved their tent and settled. God had promised to make Abram’s family grow and multiply through many generations. The land was God’s gift to Abram because Abram had been generous to Lot.

ABSALOM (Hebrew) Father of peace. VARIATIONS: Absalaam, Absalon.

ACHISH (Hebrew) Angry. NOTABLES: Biblical king of Gath (1 Samuel 21:10).

ADAIAH (Hebrew) Witness of God. VARIATIONS: Adaia, Adaya.

ADAM (Hebrew) Man of the red earth. NOTABLES: First human that God created, who became the ancestral father of all humans (Genesis 1:27, 2:7). VARIATIONS: Adamec, Adamek, Adamh, Adamik, Adamka, Adamko, Adamo, Adams, Adamson, Adamsson, Adan, Adao, Addam, Addams, Addamson, Addie, Addis, Addy, Adhamh, Adnet, Adnot.

Adam and Eve and the First Sin

Adam means “the man” in Hebrew. He was the first human that God created. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) God placed Adam, his favorite creation, in the Garden of Eden and charged Adam with caring for the garden. He told Adam that he could eat fruit from any of the trees in the garden, except for the Tree of Knowledge. Eating from that tree would bring death.

God determined that Adam should not be alone. He rounded up all the animals and brought them to Adam to name. No animal was a good match as a mate for Adam, so God decided to create the perfect companion. He caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep. After removing one of Adam’s ribs, God formed another human—the first woman.

Adam named his companion Eve because she was to become the mother of all humankind. “Eve” means “the giver of life” in Hebrew.

Adam and Eve dwelled as husband and wife in the Garden of Eden. They cared for the land, tended the trees, and nourished themselves from the great variety of food available. Although they delighted in tasting the produce of many trees, they did not sample the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge that grew in the center of the garden. God had forbidden them to eat from that tree, and the couple obeyed their Creator . . . at first.

Sharing the garden with Adam and Eve was a serpent. Of all the animals that God had created, the serpent was the most clever and devious. He envied the humans because they were God’s favorite among all his creations. One day, the serpent inquired of Eve whether or not God had actually forbidden them to partake of any fruit in the garden.

Eve clarified what God had told them. The only tree that they were forbidden to eat from was the one in the center of the garden. To eat from that tree could be perilous for them.

The serpent seemed to have some degree of superior knowledge, for it explained to the woman that she would not die and that instead she would gain knowledge of the difference between good and evil and that knowledge would make her like God.

With the serpent goading her on, Eve plucked the fruit from the forbidden tree and bit into it and then offered it to Adam. As the two munched away on the fruit, their minds became acutely aware of themselves and their surroundings. They realized that they were both naked. They forgot about eating and plucked some leaves to make coverings for themselves.

In the cool of the day, God drew near. Adam and Eve hid so their creator wouldn’t see them. Although God knew where they were, he called out, “Adam, where are you?” An embarrassed Adam finally found the courage to speak. He told God that he had heard the Lord calling out to him but had crouched in the bushes because he was naked.

“How did you know you were naked? Did you eat the forbidden fruit from the Tree of Knowledge?” God wanted to know. Adam answered, yes, and explained how Eve had given him the fruit.

God turned to Eve and asked her if what Adam said was true.

Eve replied, “Yes.”

God surely felt displeasure and disappointment. He had given his beloved humans the most beautiful place on earth to live. The only rule he had asked them to obey was to not eat from that tree. Not only would they have some difficult knowledge to grapple with, they also had the consequence of eventual death.

God cursed the serpent so that it would have to crawl on its belly to move around. Then he turned to Adam and Eve. He told them that from that moment on, they and all who come after them would toil to survive. They would have to grow their own food on land that would produce mostly weeds. They would one day die and return to dust.

What the serpent said to Eve wasn’t a complete lie. After Adam and Eve ate the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge, they did gain the ability to understand the difference between good and evil. Each had a conscience and fully developed emotional sense. They could sense their own mortality.

God banished Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden. No human being would ever be allowed to enter it again. To make sure nobody ever got near the Tree of Life again, God left an angel with a giant flaming sword to guard the garden’s gateway (Genesis 3:24, Genesis 2, Genesis 3).

ADIV (Hebrew) Gentle.

ADLAI (Hebrew) My witness. VARIATIONS: Adalia, Adlay, Adley.

ADMON (Hebrew) Red peony.

ADONIJAH (Hebrew) Jehovah is my lord. NOTABLES: Biblical son of Haggith and King David (2 Samuel 3:4). VARIATIONS: Adon, Adonia, Adonijah, Adoniya, Adoniyah.

ADRIEL (Hebrew) God’s flock. VARIATIONS: Adrial.

AENEAS (Greek) One who is praised. VARIATIONS: Aineas, Aineis, Eneas, Enneas.

AHAB (Hebrew) Father’s brother. NOTABLES: King of Israel, the seventh such monarch. His father, whom he succeeded, was Omri.

Ahab—Politically Powerful but Spiritually Weak

Ahab, son of Omri, reigned for twenty-two years after he ascended to the throne as King of Israel. He married Jezebel, daughter of the King of Tyre, and thereby strengthened his kingdom’s relationship with Tyre. New and improved trade between Tyre and the kingdom of Israel meant greater wealth and an increased number of merchants among the Israelites. But the alliance had a negative impact. Jezebel and her people avidly worshipped Baal, a pagan god. Some accounts assert that she greatly influenced Ahab to introduce Baalism to the Israelites. Soon, curious Israelites began to become involved in the cult of Baal.

The Hebrew prophet Elijah the Tishbite became the voice of reason and Hebrew conscience. He challenged Ahab and Jezebel to be faithful to the God of Abraham and reject the pagan gods. Though biblical history records Ahab as a politically strong king who fortified certain cities and did a lot of building during his reign, he was also spiritually weak and unduly influenced by Jezebel and her almost fanatical commitment to Baalism. In a high moment of drama, the prophet Elijah confronted Ahab over the royal couple’s theft of a vineyard (see “The Taking of Naboth’s Vineyard” under NABOTH) and foretold the king’s death.

Ahab engaged the Syrians to win back Ramoth in Gilead. In the fury of battle, a random arrow pierced Ahab’s chest. “And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his chariot, “Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am wounded.” And the battle increased that day: and the king was stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at evening: and the blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the chariot.” (1 Kings 22:34–35) He died as a result of his injury, thus fulfilling Elijah’s prophecy (1 Kings 22:37).

AHASUERUS (Persian) Mighty. NOTABLES: Considered by some to be identical with King Xerxes of Persia.

AHAZIAH (Hebrew) Whom God sustains. NOTABLES: Son of Ahab, who ascended to the throne as the eighth king of Israel in 853 b.c. He reigned only two years.

AHIA (Hebrew) Brother of Jehovah. NOTABLES: Son of Ahitub and great-grandson of Eli. He was the high priest who brought the Ark of the Covenant to Gibeah (1 Samuel 14:3, 18). VARIATIONS: Achiya, Achiyahu, Ahiah, Ahijah.

AHIMAN (Egyptian) Son of Anak. NOTABLES: One of three sons of Anak (the others were Sheshai and Talmai) who were giants and whom Caleb drove out of the city of Hebron (Numbers 13: 33).

AHIMELECH (Hebrew) Of the king. NOTABLES: Priest at Nob, son of Ahitub and the younger brother of Ahiah (1 Samuel 14: 3; 1 Samuel 21:1, 22:11).

The Priest Who Helped David and Lost His Life

Ahimelech served as a high priest just as his father, Ahitub, had done years earlier. His father could trace his lineage back to Aaron, the first high priest of the Israelites. When the path of David, son-in-law to King Saul, crossed Ahimelech’s, the outcome was disastrous for the priest.

David’s popularity had increased while King Saul’s had dwindled. The king’s jealousy knew no bounds. He feared David’s growing power and intended to eliminate his competition by killing him, his daughter’s husband.

Chased by the king and his men, David arrived in Nob at the tabernacle of the Lord where he asked Ahimelech for food. Distressed, he explained to Ahimelech that he was hungry and exhausted. The priest questioned why David had come. David explained that he was there to do the king’s business, although it was not the truth.

Ahimelech gave David some shewbread (consecrated bread) to eat since there were no other loaves available. The priest also gave David the sword of Goliath. A spy for Saul reported the meeting to the king. After Saul confronted Ahimelech, he ordered Ahimelech killed for helping David. (1 Samuel 22:16–23)

AHIMOTH (Hebrew) Brother of death. Member of the Levite priesthood, son of Elkanah and brother of Amasai (1 Chronicles 6:25).

AHIRA (Hebrew) Brother of iniquity; brother of the shepherd. NOTABLES: Son of Enan. Ahira was a prince and belonged to the tribe of Naphtali. He helped in the census-taking during the time that Moses wandered in the wilderness (Numbers 1:15, 2:29, 7:78).

AHIRAM (Hebrew) Of a tall man. NOTABLES: The son of Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) VARIATIONS: Aher, Ehi.

AHITUB (Hebrew) Of goodness. NOTABLES: Biblical priest whose lineage was through Ithamar, son of Aaron (1 Samuel 14:3).

AHLAI (Hebrew) Sweet. NOTABLES: A Biblical man who was in the line from Jacob’s son Judah to David (1 Chronicles 2:31).

AKIVA (Hebrew) Protect; shelter. VARIATIONS: Akavia, Akaviah, Akavya, Akiba, Kiba, Kiva.

ALBAN (Latin) From Alba. VARIATIONS: Albain, Albany, Albean, Albein, Alben.

ALITZ (Hebrew) Happy. VARIATIONS: Aliz.

ALLON (Hebrew) Oak tree. VARIATIONS: Alon.

AMAHL (Hebrew) Hard worker. VARIATIONS: Amal, Amali.

AMALEK (Arabic) Dweller in the valley. NOTABLES: Grandson of Esau, the Edomite. Amalek was tribal head of a semi-nomadic people, the Amalekites, who dwelled chiefly in the Negev desert and frequently battled the Israelites (Genesis 36:12).VARIATIONS: Amaleq.

AMASA (Hebrew) Hardship. NOTABLES: Son of Abigail, sister of King David and wife of Jether, the Ishmeelite (1 Chronicles 2:13–17). VARIATIONS: Amasai, Amasia, Amasiah, Amasya, Amazu.

AMAZIAH (Hebrew) Strengthened by Yahweh. NOTABLES: Son of King Joash and his wife Jehoaddan. Amaziah became the ruler of Judah at the age of twenty-five (2 Kings 14:1–2).

AMBROSE (Greek) Immortal being. NOTABLES: Saint Ambrose, Bishop of Milan and Doctor of the Church. VARIATIONS: Ambroce, Ambrus.

AMIEL (Hebrew) Lord of the people. NOTABLES: A member of the tribe of Dan and one of Moses’ spies sent to scout the land of Canaan (Numbers 13:12). Amiel was also the name of the father of Bathsheba (1 Chronicles 3:5), who married King David. VARIATIONS: Ammiel.

AMON (Hebrew) Faithful; true;  (Greek) builder. NOTABLES: Son of Manasseh, King of Judah, and his wife, Meshullemeth (2 Kings 21:19–20). VARIATIONS: Amen, Ammon, Amoun, Amun, Hammon, Imen, Yamanu.

Amon Reaps What He Sows

When Manasseh, king of Judah, died, his son Amon became king. Amon was twenty-two years old. He steered the Israelites away from worshipping the Hebrew god and moved their hearts and minds once again toward pagan devotion. He sacrificed many animals on the altar of all the false gods, much as his father had done before being seized by the Assyrians and taken to Babylon. Perhaps the greatest difference between Manasseh and Amon was that Amon refused to humble himself before God. Instead, Amon continued to incur the wrath of the Lord. By not admitting his guilt, Amon sealed his fate. His servants plotted against him and took his life. “And the servants of Amon conspired against him, and slew the king in his own house. And the people of the land slew all them that had conspired against king Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his stead” (2 Kings 21:23–24).

AMOS (Hebrew) Strong one; burden bearer. NOTABLES: Amos was an Old Testament prophet whose AMOS story and prophecies are contained in the Bible’s book of Amos. VARIATIONS: Amotz, Amoz, Amus.

ANAH (Hebrew) Answer. VARIATIONS: Anath.

ANAMIM (Hebrew) Flight. NOTABLES: A descendant of Noah in the generations born after the flood (Genesis 10:1–13).

ANANIAS (Hebrew) form of Hananiah; Gracious is Yahweh. NOTABLES: Husband of Sapphira, who died after deceiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:1-10). Also, a disciple of Jesus whom God told to find Saul of Tarsis and restore his sight (Acts 9:10-19). Also, the name of the priest who heard the Apostle Paul’s testimony (Acts 22:5, 23:2).

ANDREW (English) Brave and manly. NOTABLES: Disciple of Jesus who was brother of Simon Peter. VARIATIONS: Aindrea, Aindreas, Anders, Andi, Andonis, Andor, Andre, Andreas, Andrei, Andres, Andrey, Andros, Andrzej.

One Who Believed that Jesus Was the Messiah

Andrew and Simon were the sons of Jonas. The men were natives of Bethsaida on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee but lived in Capernaum, where they worked as fishermen. Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:35–40). After listening to John’s teaching about Jesus as the Lamb of God, Andrew believed that Jesus was the Messiah. He introduced his brother Simon to Jesus (John 1:41–42). That was easy enough to do, since at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, the brothers shared the same house in Capernaum. Some time after that, Jesus called upon them to leave their fishing business and become his disciples (Mark 1:16–18).

After Jesus’ death, the Apostles took the gospel message to different parts of the world. Peter remained for some time in Jerusalem (before ministering in other places, such as Lydda, Joppa, and the Plain of Sharon) while Andrew spread the gospel message into Asia Minor. Tradition asserts that he was crucified on an X-shaped cross. Throughout the world, this type of cross has become known as the Saint Andrew’s Cross. Andrew is the patron saint of Romania and Russia and of the Patriarchate of Constantinople.

ANNAS (Hebrew) Form of Ananias. NOTABLES: Father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest, who heard testimony from Jesus before turning him over to Pilate (John 18:13).

ANTHONY (Latin) Praiseworthy; valuable. NOTABLES: Saint Anthony of Padua. VARIATIONS: Andonios, Andonis, Anntoin, Antin, Antoine, Anton, Antone, Antonello, Antoney, Antoni, Antonin, Antonino, Antonio, Antonius, Antons, Antony, Antos, Tony.

ARCHELAUS (Latinized from ancient Greek) The people’s master. NOTABLES: One of the sons of Herod the Great. VARIATIONS: Archelaos.

ARD (Hebrew) Fugitive. NOTABLES: A Biblical descendant of the tribe of Benjamin, who became the leader of a clan in Egypt (Genesis 46:21). VARIATIONS: Addar, Arden, Ardon, Ardy.

ARELI (Hebrew) Lion of God; form of Ariel. NOTABLES: Son of Gad, who accompanied Jacob’s people ARELI to Egypt (Genesis 46:16).

ARI (Hebrew) Lion. Short for Aristotle. VARIATIONS: Arie, Arye.

ARIEL (Hebrew) Lion of God. NOTABLES: The man sent to Casiphia by the priest Ezra to find temple workers (Ezra 8:16–17). Casiphia may have been a Babylonian settlement of Levites (the priestly tribe). VARIATIONS: Arel, Ariell, Aryell.

ARIOCH (Babylonian) Like a lion. NOTABLES: The man King Nebuchadnezzar ordered to destroy the wise men of Babylon (Daniel 2:24).

ARLES (Hebrew) Promise. VARIATIONS: Arlee, Arleigh, Arley, Arlie, Arlis, Arliss, Arly.

ARMON (Hebrew) High place. VARIATIONS: Arman, Armen, Armin.

AROD (Hebrew) Wild ass. NOTABLES: A member of the family of Arodites (Numbers 26:17). VARIATIONS: Arodi.

ASA (Hebrew) Doctor. VARIATIONS: Ase, Aza.

ASHBEL (Hebrew) Blame. NOTABLES: One of the sons of Benjamin (Genesis 46:21).
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