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FROM THE DESK OF


* * * MICHELLE OBAMA * * *


For anyone who has only seen the White House on television, or visited it on a school trip—as the children in this story did—the home of the presidents can seem like a very formal and proper place. The precious antiques, formal portraits, Tiffany stained glass and Italian marble mantels can make you feel like you’re in a museum instead of a home.


“We don’t belong here,” say the children in the story. It’s easy to see how someone could feel that way. My family and I were very excited about moving into this house filled with history, and a little bit nervous about so many breakable things! But we learned, as Annie, Dee, and José learn in the course of the story, that while this house is fi lled with history, it is also fi lled with family memories.


In this magical book, three present-day kids from different backgrounds get a very unusual tour of the White House from George Washington himself. With President Washington, they travel back in time (just steps ahead of the secret service man who’s hot on their heels and determined to return them to their school group). They meet the Lincoln children, who shared the White House with Union soldiers in the Civil War. They watch Caroline Kennedy play hide-and-seek. They chat with Susan Ford, who had her high school prom in the East Room—but also did chores every day and her homework every night, just as Malia and Sasha do.


Most importantly, Annie, Dee, and José learn that they do belong in the White House, because this house belongs to everyone. It’s the people’s house. The story of the White House is the story of our country, and the best thing about our country is that everyone belongs.


Even though more than a million people tour the White House every year, many Americans will never have the opportunity to visit. I hope that you will visit someday, but until then, this book can open the doors of the White House to you in ways that even a personal tour never could. That’s what books do: They show us new worlds, reveal our history, and open our eyes to new ways of seeing things. I’m glad you’re sharing this White House adventure with us, and I wish you many more adventures in reading!


Sincerely,
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THE PRESIDENT’S SHOES


* * * DEE * * *


No cell phones?


It had to be some kind of joke. I mean, my cell phone is like my second mouth. Or my third ear. Or my fourth nostril. Okay, that’s random, but you get the idea. I need my cell phone. And she was telling me I couldn’t use it?


She was short and chunky—my mom would say “full figured”—and when she talked, she sounded like a textbook. I am not kidding. Can you say boring? She was in charge of our tour group, which meant we were stuck with her for the next couple of hours. She had told us to call her Ms. Letter. Excuse me? That’s not a name. It’s a school supply.


No cell phones? What planet was she from? What kind of place was this, anyway? What had I gotten myself into?
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