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All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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Ready to have some fun in the





sun? San Diego promises that perfect combination of sunny, warm weather—all year long—and miles of beaches.


No wonder the kids who live here—and grown-ups too—like to play outside! They are into biking, skateboarding, surfing, sailing, playing ball—you name it. It is also no surprise that so many families come here to vacation, especially in the spring and the summer.


Got your bathing suit? You can swim, take a surfing lesson, snorkel, kayak, or sail. You can also camp under the stars, bike, and hike (maybe in Anza-Borrego Desert
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DID YOU KNOW?


The USS Midway is 1,001 feet long and was home to 4,500 sailors at a time from just after World War II until the early 1990s. Today it’s a landmark on the Embarcadero as well as an interactive museum (check out the jet fighter on deck!) where you may take a tour guided by former sailors. The USS Midway Museum at Navy Pier highlights San Diego’s military history and pays tribute to the hundreds of thousands of sailors who served on board.
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DID YOU KNOW?




You’ll see a lot of men and women in military uniforms in San Diego. That’s because it’s home to so many military complexes—more than 11 US Navy, Marine, and Coast Guard installations.












State Park, the largest state park in California, or in Torrey Pines State Reserve in La Jolla). You’ll find skate parks all over San Diego—and plenty of kids using them for skateboarding.


Of course, San Diego is more than its fantastic beaches. It’s home to the world-famous San Diego Zoo, SeaWorld, LEGOLAND, and amazing museums like the New Children’s Museum downtown that gives you a chance to create your own masterpieces. Exhibits here are often created with artists. Check out the building. It’s downtown’s first green project and was constructed with recycled materials.


San Diego is a good place to learn about California history—it is, after all, known as the birthplace of California. Practice your Spanish here. You can also get up close and personal with the sea life that calls the Pacific Ocean home—from the tiny creatures you’ll see as you explore tide pools along the coast to the great gray whales offshore. You can see the whales every winter as they migrate south along the coast.


San Diego is made up of more than 100 different neighborhoods. You might visit:






	
■ The East Village, home to Petco Park where the San Diego Padres play baseball.


	
■ The Gaslamp Quarter, considered the heart of downtown. Did you know there were once three gambling halls here run by Wild West gunslinger Wyatt Earp?
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DID YOU KNOW?


It doesn’t rain often in San Diego. The city gets less than 12 inches of rain a year. Don’t forget your sunscreen.









	
■ Little Italy, where both locals and tourists come to eat.


	
■ Barrio Logan, the center of San Diego’s Hispanic community and the place to get great handmade tortillas and the city’s best Mexican food.
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■ Old Town San Diego, where you can step back to the 1800s and see what life might have been like for you then. Try playing the games that the kids played!


	
■ Mission Bay and the Beaches, which is home not only to SeaWorld but also to a huge aquatic park where families swim, fish, fly kites, and go boating on all kinds of water vehicles.












[image: chpt_fig_006]






	
■ Balboa Park, which is called “The Smithsonian of the West” because it is home to 15 museums as well as the San Diego Zoo and theaters.
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■ La Jolla, famous for its beaches, the Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego, the Birch Aquarium, and plenty of places to play outdoors like Coronado— across San Diego Bay from downtown and known for its beaches and small-town vibe. Families have been coming here to vacation for more than 100 years!


	
■ Carlsbad, home to LEGOLAND and fantastic beaches, including spots where you can camp right near the ocean. The calm waters here are great for boogie boarding!


	
■ Ocean Beach, home to the famous Ocean Beach Pier, where you can try surfing, play beach volleyball, fish from the pier, or join hundreds of locals watching the huge waves break during a winter storm.





The hardest part will be deciding where to go first!






Ready to Time Travel?


Hop aboard the Star of India, the world’s oldest merchant sailing vessel still in operation, and you’re transported back 150 years. She was launched before Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address! Come in summer and go for a sail aboard the Californian, a replica of the 1847 ship that patrolled the coast during the Gold Rush. There’s an 1898 steam ferryboat from San Francisco Bay (during the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, her captain and crew helped ferry survivors). Check out the deepest diving submarine. You’ll find those ships and more at the Maritime Museum of San Diego (1492 N. Harbor Dr.; 619-234-9153; sdmaritime.org).
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DID YOU KNOW?


In San Diego Bay, you’ll see all kinds of boats and ships—huge US Navy vessels, cruise ships, fishing boats, and sailing boats of all sizes. A great way to see San Diego Bay is to go on a harbor tour or a winter whale watching expedition.

















Festival Fun!




No matter when you visit San Diego, you’ll find special festivals:


January: Big Bay Whale Days help you learn about the annual winter migration of the California gray whales along the coastline here (whaledays.com).


February: You’ll love the Lion and Dragon Dances at the Annual Chinese New Year and Cultural Fair (sdcny.org).


March: The Spring Busker Festival at Seaport Village even has street performers (seaportvillage.com). Have you ever seen a sword swallower?


May: The Annual Old Town Fiesta Cinco de Mayo celebrates everything Mexican (oldtownsandiegoguide.com).


July: A Fourth of July festival with fireworks takes place over the San Diego Bay; it is the largest fireworks display in the country (sandiego.org).


August: You can watch as more than 300 tons of sand is molded into amazing sculptures at the US Sand Sculpting Challenge (ussandsculpting.com).


October: The best military and civilian pilots in the world participate in the MCAS Miramar Air Show (miramarairshow.com).


December: Holiday lights with Balboa Park December Nights is the largest free festival in San Diego (balboapark.org), and the San Diego Bay Parade of Lights showcases more than 100 boats bedecked with lights sailing in San Diego Bay (sdparadeoflights.org).









Old Town and “New Town”


Get ready! You might meet some ghosts when you’re exploring Old Town San Diego State Historic Park (parks.ca.gov).
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Old Town, of course, is San Diego’s first “downtown,” but more than that, it represents San Diego’s Hispanic heritage from 1821 to 1872. That’s when Mexico gained independence from Spain and took over here. You’ll see Mexican shops, restaurants, museums, and adobe buildings spread out over the 6-block park. Check out the schoolhouse and blacksmith shop!


The Gaslamp Quarter (gaslampquarter.org), a 16-block area, is known as San Diego’s “New Town” because in 1869 developer Alonzo Horton wanted to relocate downtown away from Old Town. He’s considered the father of San Diego. You’ll find lots of restaurants and shops—including the huge Westfield Horton Plaza. Got your souvenir money?








DID YOU KNOW?


San Diego’s Little Italy was originally a fishing community in the 1800s. Now it is a place where people come to eat and shop.

















Souvenir Smarts
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Seaport Village and the Gaslamp Quarter are great places to buy souvenirs. Before you go souvenir hunting:






	
• Talk to your parents about how much you can spend. Some families save loose change in a jar all year to spend on souvenirs!


	
• Consider if you want one big souvenir or several smaller things to add to a collection like pins, patches for your backpack, or stickers that you could put on your water bottle.


	
• Resist impulse buys and choose something that you can only find in San Diego.









DID YOU KNOW?




Old Town San Diego not only was San Diego’s first downtown but also the first Spanish settlement on the West Coast (oldtownsandiego.org).


Old Town San Diego is considered the birthplace of California.












Staying Safe on Vacation






	
• Write down the name and phone number of the hotel where you are staying. Also write down your parents’ phone numbers—or make sure they are in your phone. Carry these numbers with you wherever you go.


	
• Practice “what-if” situations with your parents. What should you do if you get lost in a museum? A theme park? On a city street?


	
• Only ask uniformed people for help if you get lost— police officers, firefighters, store security guards, or museum officials wearing official badges.


	
• Wherever you go, decide on a central and easy-to-locate spot to meet in case you get separated.
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TELL THE ADULTS
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