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LISIMI LAND

Lily looked down from atop the Ferris wheel and stared at Lisimi Land. She sat next to Simon and remarked, “I can’t believe we’ve actually finished Lisimi Land. It’s amazing!”

“That’s what happens when people work together. You’re right. Lisimi Land is terrific. It’s such a super, awesome amusement park.” Simon smiled.

Lisimi Land was bustling. All of the townspeople were spending the afternoon enjoying the many thrill rides that filled the park. There was a long line for the roller coaster and another for the fun house.

“I think I’ve been on every ride.” Lily scanned the park from the Ferris wheel.

Simon looked out as the Ferris wheel went around. “I haven’t been in the fun house yet. Would you like to go again?”

Lily thought about the fun house. She liked it, but there were parts of the fun house that bothered her. The fun house gave out a texture pack that made everything slanted. She paused; she didn’t want to disappoint Simon, but she really didn’t want to go through the fun house again. “Would you mind if I don’t go to the fun house with you?”

“Why?” Simon was shocked.

“It’s not for me. I find it slightly scary,” Lily confessed.

“Scary?” Simon questioned. “We’re stuck on a Minecraft server where we have battled every hostile mob in the Overworld, Nether, and the End, and you’re scared of the fun house. That’s funny, Lily.”

“It’s not funny.” Lily was angry. “I was being honest with you. I didn’t enjoy it.”

Simon felt badly. “I’m sorry, Lily. I didn’t mean to upset you.”

“It’s okay,” Lily said. “I just don’t want to be made fun of for admitting I’m afraid.”

Simon smiled. “Remember how witches used to terrify you? And now you’re not bothered by them?”

“They still bother me, but I’m not paralyzed by fear anymore. I’ve destroyed enough witches to know that I’ll be fine if one of them tries to attack me,” explained Lily.

The Ferris wheel ride was over. Before they stepped off the ride, Simon suggested going for another ride on the Ferris wheel, but Lily didn’t want to. “Where do you want to go next?” asked Simon.

“I think you’re right. It’s very silly of me to be afraid of the fun house. I’m going to try going through it again.”

“You don’t have to do that. We can go on something else,” Simon suggested. “How about the waterslide? Or the new roller coaster? Or bumper cars?”

All of Simon’s ideas sounded great, but Lily wanted to conquer her fears. She wanted to go through the fun house again. “I really want to go in the fun house. It’s the only part of the park that you haven’t been in and I think you’ll like it.”

As Simon and Lily walked toward the fun house, they spotted Mr. Anarchy rushing toward them. He looked upset.

“Mr. Anarchy,” Lily asked, “are you okay?”

Mr. Anarchy caught his breath. “No, something awful has happened. I was experimenting on a way to get off the server and I was with Warren. I think I accidently zapped him off the server.”

“That’s great news!” Lily exclaimed. “How did you do it? Now we can all leave.”

“I’m not certain I zapped him off. I could have accidentally erased him from existence. I’m not sure.” Mr. Anarchy spoke fast as his eyes welled with tears.

“What are you talking about?” Lily asked. “You have to take a deep breath and speak slowly. I want you to explain everything that happened.”

Before Mr. Anarchy had a chance to reply, Juan the Butcher approached them. “Something is very wrong. I just saw a group of six creepers in the center of the town.”

“What? That sounds like someone has spawned them,” Lily cried out. “That could only be the work of a griefer.”

Mr. Anarchy didn’t want to hear about the creeper invasion. He was too upset over Warren’s disappearance. “We can destroy the creepers, but we have bigger problems.”

“What could be more important than a creeper invasion?” Juan the Butcher questioned.

“Warren’s disappearance is more important.” Mr. Anarchy took a deep breath as he told Juan what happened to Warren. “We were using command blocks to summon lightning that might zap us back to the real world when Warren disappeared. There wasn’t a lightning bolt or anything. He simply vanished.”

“How?” Lily questioned.

“I don’t know,” replied Mr. Anarchy.

Juan paused. “Do you think the creeper invasion and Warren’s disappearance might be related?”

The gang wondered if this could be the case. Lily replied, “If that’s true, we might have to battle a griefer.”

“Has anyone checked on Pablo, Ronan, and Matthew?” asked Simon.

“I stopped by the prison on my way here and the guards were out front. It looked like everything was fine,” said Mr. Anarchy.

“We have to get to the bottom of Warren’s disappearance,” Simon said.

“And we have to stop the creepers!” Juan warned them, as he pointed out several creepers silently floating through the gates of Lisimi Land.

Lily grabbed her bow and arrow from her inventory and shot an arrow at a creeper.

Kaboom!

Simon and Mr. Anarchy also aimed their bows at the creepers, destroying the fiery mob with their arrows.

Ilana ran over to them. “What’s happening? Why are there so many creepers in Lisimi Land?”

“I don’t know, but we’re going to find out,” Lily promised her friend.

Lily stood in the center of the amusement park and made an announcement. “I don’t want to frighten anyone, but it appears that there are an abundance of creepers in Lisimi Village and this amusement park, Lisimi Land. We have to be very careful.”

The townspeople all talked at once. Everyone was worried if they were under attack. Michael asked, “Is it a griefer?”

“We don’t know,” Lily replied.

A familiar voice called out from the distance, “I think I can give you some answers.”

Lily was stunned. “Georgia? How did you get back on this server?”
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THE RETURN

“I’m not happy to be back here.” Georgia burst into tears.

“How did you get back here?” Lily repeated and ran toward her old friend.

“When I was zapped back home, it was fantastic. Although I did miss all of you guys, it was so nice to sleep in my old bed and see my family. I got to play with my dog—” Georgia’s sobs grew louder and nobody could understand her.

“Calm down.” Lily reassured her friend. “It’s going to be okay. Mr. Anarchy is working on a way to get us all off this server.”

“Mr. Anarchy? But isn’t he a bad guy?” Georgia was confused.

“Yes, he used to be. But he’s changed, and he’s very close to getting us off this server,” explained Lily.

Georgia calmed down and explained how she became trapped on this server. “I was playing Minecraft on a new server. I was even playing in creative mode. After being trapped on this server, all I wanted to do was build and not battle.” Georgia took a deep breath and continued, “But there was a rainstorm and I was shutting down my computer when I was shocked by an electric charge. When I woke up, I was back in Lisimi Village. The first place I spotted was Juan’s butcher shop.”

“Who zapped her on the server?” asked Lily.

“I knew it!” Simon was infuriated. “I knew there was another griefer on this server.”

Mr. Anarchy said, “I don’t think it was a griefer. I might be responsible for zapping Georgia onto this server.”

“What?” exclaimed Lily.

“How?” questioned Michael.

“I don’t understand. I thought you were good.” Georgia looked at Mr. Anarchy. She wanted to know why he’d tear her away from her happy life and force her to live on this server again. It wasn’t fair.

The townspeople were angry with Mr. Anarchy. One of them shouted, “I told you he’d be back to his old tricks.”

Another called out, “I knew we should have never trusted him.”
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